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Freeholders OK $28.6 Mil. Bond;
Take Heat Over Freight Train Deal
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By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The August 21 meeting of the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders featured heated debate
over the reactivation of the
Morristown and Erie (M&E) rail
lines. Many Union County residents
expressed distrust and concern over

the restarting of freight service.
Richard Lenehan of Roselle said,

“Last Sunday, County Manager
George Devanney accused the Star
Ledger of ‘missing some crucial
points about the county’s efforts in
protecting Union County residents
and ensuring the safe operation of
the rail line.’ Unfortunately, Mr.
Devanney is under the delusion that
constant repetition of words and phrases
magically transforms them into facts.
You, the Freeholders, are naïve in think-
ing that Union County citizens believe
that the deal with M&E protected us
from all those other big bad operators.”

Arlene Murphy of Roselle said,
“Mr. Devanney tried to convince tax-
payers that this deal (with M&E)
will create, ‘economic development
opportunity translating into more job
opportunities for our residents.’ Rich
(Lenehan) took photographs of those
working on the railroad. So far, a tree
company from Ohio with Pennsyl-
vania workers is clearing the tracks;
a company from Upstate New York
delivered the rail ties. M&E receives
the best economic development op-
portunity – for $0.17 a month for 10
years they get to use the railroad
tracks through the affected Union
County towns. Mr. Devanney stated
that the Star Ledger ‘missed some
crucial points about the county’s ef-

forts in protecting Union County resi-
dents.’ With this kind of protection,
who needs enemies?”

Roselle resident Ed Zarnock, a
Union County Alliance member and
President of the Union County Cen-
tral Labor Council, is a proponent of
the reactivation of the rail lines. He
attempted to reassure Union County
residents that there are viable eco-
nomic reasons as to why the reacti-
vation took place.

“The Union County Alliance is a
coalition that includes every major
sector and organization in Union
County working together in a biparti-
san, nonpartisan manner to keep Union
County’s economy moving. The po-
tential economic opportunities are
great. Make no mistake about it. I’m
not for trains for trains’ sake. I’m for
growth, I’m for economic opportunity,
and I’m for jobs,” said Mr. Zarnock.

“If you don’t have economic op-
portunity, if you don’t have jobs, if
you don’t have ratables, we won’t be
able to stay here. This will be a
vacant location here, no matter what
you do. The Union County Alliance
has done our homework. We’ve
looked at the overall picture here.
We’re not self seeking and we’re not
in anybody’s pocket as some people
might think,” continued Mr. Zarnock.
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Traffic Light at South Avenue
Driveway Removed by State

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Last Monday, the New Jersey State
Department of Transportation
(NJDOT) removed the traffic light
that faced the driveway of the office
building at 600 South Avenue, East,
which intersects with South Avenue
and West Broad Street. The rest of
the signal system at the intersection
was upgraded.

According to Robert Clinger, the
Union County Engineer for the
NJDOT, the “driveway was never ap-
proved as an exit.” He questioned
who had painted the arrows to make
the driveway an exit.

South Avenue/Route 28 is a state
highway, and the “state has jurisdic-
tion,” according to Town Engineer
Kenneth Marsh.

Mr. Marsh told The Westfield
Leader that there are a number of
“illegal” lights on state roads that
were put up by towns without the
proper paperwork and that the state
has been removing them.

Dorothy Barone of the law firm
Lerner, David, Littenberg, Krumholz
& Mentlik, LLP, which has offices at
600 South Avenue, East, told The
Leader that the light had controlled

the traffic flow from the lot.
She said that it is now a “safety

issue” because drivers exiting have
“no way of knowing when the light
will change on South Avenue.”

There is an exit at the eastern end
of the parking lot, which is a right
turn only onto South Avenue.

The office building also houses the
law firm of Farer Fersko and the
Elizabethtown Water Company.

Ms. Barone estimated that approxi-
mately 150 employees drive in and
out of the lot each day. In addition,

people go in to pay their water bills
at that location.

Mr. Clinger stated that he has re-
ceived a number of phone calls since
the light was removed. He said that
the state usually looks for an alter-
nate plan to take the driveway away
from an intersection, but that a feasi-
bility study could be done at that
intersection.

Letters requesting such a study can
be sent to: Traffic Engineering, 1035
Parkway Avenue, Trenton, 08625 to
the attention of Doug Bartlet.

Benjamin Corbin for The Westfield Leader
LINING UP IN MEMORY...Police officers from around the area paid
tribute to Mountainside Police Captain Todd Turner at his funeral on
Monday.

Benjamin Corbin for The Westfield Leader
PAYING TRIBUTE...Police cars lined Springfield Avenue to participate in
the motorcade for the funeral of Mountainside Police Captain Todd Turner
who died from injuries sustained during a motor vehicle accident.
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Captain Turner
Remembered

By MS Officials
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Before the start of the August
regular meeting of the Mountainside
Borough Council, a moment of si-
lence was observed for Captain Todd
B. Turner of the Mountainside Po-
lice Department, who died on Au-
gust 22 following a car accident.

Afterwards, Mayor Robert
Vigliani thanked Chief James
Debbie of the Mountainside Po-

lice for “his support, leadership,
compassion, concern and disci-
pline provided to the Turner Fam-
ily, the police department and the
Mountainside community at large
during this most difficult time.”

He commended the chief’s abil-
ity to lead and counsel his fellow
police officers while giving them
time to visit Captain Turner when
he was in the hospital.

Mayor Viglianti also noted that
Chief Debbie coordinated trans-
portation for the Turner Family
and attended to details honoring
the life of Captain Turner, all while
dealing with his own grief at los-
ing a good friend.

Captain Todd Turner

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WHAT A PACKARD!… Mr. Marano showed off his 1930 Packard Tuesday
night at the Westfield car show.

MS Police Captain
Succumbs to Injuries
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

With the support of the
Mountainside Police Department,
close friends and family Todd B.
Turner, 42, a lifelong resident of
Mountainside, was promoted to
Captain on August 18, at Univer-
sity Hospital in Newark,
while trying to recover
from the car accident that
took his life on Friday,
August 22.

According to
Mountainside Police
Chief James Debbie,
Captain Turner was
named Captain in the
hospital’s surgical inten-
sive care unit with 25 fellow offic-
ers, town officials and family mem-
bers by his side.

Chief Debbie stated, “Captain
Turner has been a member of the
Mountainside Police Department
since 1979 starting as a dispatcher
for the borough and leaving briefly
for one year of service as an officer
in Summit.”

The chief noted that, in 1981,
Captain Turner came back to
Mountainside, was promoted to
corporal in 1988, to sergeant in

1993 and was named a lieutenant
in 2000.

Chief Debbie also noted that
Captain Turner was the Police
Department’s Press Information
Officer because “he had wit and
common sense about him.”

According to police reports, on
August 15 at approximately 4:30
p.m., Captain Turner was traveling
east on Wyoming Drive when a
driver, who allegedly ran a stop
sign while driving north on Cherry
Road, struck him.

Captain Turner was taken by he-
licopter to University Hospital
Trauma Center in Newark. The
other driver was taken to Overlook
Hospital in Summit and was re-
leased the same day.

The accident is being investi-
gated by the Union County Police

Department, as well as the
Scotch Plains Police Department
and the Mountainside Police De-
partment.

Captain Turner is survived by a
daughter, Sarah M. Turner of
Flanders; his parents, Seymour and
Kitty Turner of Mountainside; his

brother, Keith C. Turner, a coun-
cilman and the Police Commis-
sioner in Mountainside; a sister,
Bonnie Wilfrid of Bayville, and
his girlfriend, Kelly Murphy of
Rahway.

Captain Turner has been hon-
ored by both the Federal Bureau
of Investigation and the United
States Postal Inspection Service
for exemplary service and has
also earned 25 departmental com-
mendations and five lifesaving
awards.

He was a member of the
Mountainside Rescue Squad, the
Union County Municipal Inves-
tigators Association, the Union
County Terrorism Task Force, the
Union County Domestic Violence
Response Team, the
Mountainside Policemen’s Be-
nevolent Association (PBA) Lo-
cal No. 126 and the Mountainside
Elks Lodge.

After the borough’s regular Tues-
day evening council meeting, Chief
Debbie stated, “He was one of my
finest police officers. It’s a tragic
loss for the police department and
the borough and also for me. He
was a good friend.”

Donations may be made to the
Mountainside Police PBA Local
No. 126, 1385 Route 22, East,
Mountainside, 07072.

He was one of my finest policeHe was one of my finest policeHe was one of my finest policeHe was one of my finest policeHe was one of my finest police
officers. It’officers. It’officers. It’officers. It’officers. It’s a trs a trs a trs a trs a tragic loss for theagic loss for theagic loss for theagic loss for theagic loss for the
police department and the borpolice department and the borpolice department and the borpolice department and the borpolice department and the bor-----
ough and also for me. He was aough and also for me. He was aough and also for me. He was aough and also for me. He was aough and also for me. He was a
good friend.”good friend.”good friend.”good friend.”good friend.”

        -  Mountainside Police Chief
              James Debbie
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Area Public Schools
Prepare for Openings

Westfield public schools will open
Wednesday, September 3. Opening of
the Westfield High School may be
delayed until Monday, September 8
subject to construction status assess-
ment.

Mountainside public schools will
open Thursday, September 4 for both
Deerfield Middle School and Gover-
nor-Livingston High School in Ber-
keley Heights. Beechwood Middle
School in Mountainside will not be
ready for the start of school.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood public
schools will open on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 3.

Mr. Brandt Mourned
By Family and Friends

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Charles Brandt, of Westfield, a
former town councilman, town at-
torney, chemist, husband and father
of six, passed away on Tuesday night.

“I used to call him Mr. Westfield,
but it made him nervous because he

didn’t want the politicians to think
he’d lay claim to such a title,” his
brother, Anthony Brandt, told The
Westfield Leader.

Known by his family for his strong
work ethic, strong values and intelli-

gence, Mr. Brandt was born in
Cranford, but raised in Westfield and
a graduate of Westfield High School.

“I don’t think I realized it until
years later, but it never affected him,”
said George Harbt, his friend since
seventh grade, about Mr. Brandt’s
success as a scholar-athlete, as well

as his other achievements.
“He never became a braggadocio,

never had a superiority attitude; his
humility was perpetual,” he added.

Mr. Brandt was accepted at Cornell
University on a football scholarship,
but dropped out of football. He gradu-
ated with a Bachelor’s Degree in
Chemical Engineering and, as a
member of the ROTC (Reserved
Officers Training Corps), he was
commissioned as a Second Lieuten-
ant in the U.S. Army.

After an honorable discharge from
the Army, Mr. Brandt moved to San
Francisco, Ca., where he worked for
Standard Oil Company (now known
as Chevron). He was later transferred
to the Chevron refinery in Perth
Amboy.

Mr. Brandt was then recalled into
service at Fort Dix during the Cuban
Missile and Berlin Wall Crises from
1961 to 1962.

He attended Seton Hall Law School
in the evenings on the G.I. Bill from
1963 to 1968, graduating third in his
class.

He went to law school at night

WHS Opening May Be Delayed,
Dr. Foley Will Assess Situation

By BETSEY BURGDORF
and EDCOONEY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion meeting on Tuesday night, a
report was given on the status of the
Westfield High School renovations.
The goal of the board is to open the
high school on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 3 for the first day of classes, but
it is uncertain whether or not this
goal will be met. Business Adminis-
trator Robert Berman is “cautiously
optimistic” that classes will begin as
scheduled.

All other Westfield public schools
will open on Wednesday as sched-
uled.

Superintendent Dr. William Foley
will assess the high school building
construction status today to deter-
mine if students will be allowed to
start classes on time. If not, the high
school will open on Monday, Sep-
tember 8 per the contingency plan
outlined in the original school calen-
dar.

Dr. Foley indicated that his deci-
sion will be made based on the con-
dition of the hallways, which will
need to be cleared of all furniture,
dust and debris.

Dr. Foley said, “The chances of the
high school opening on time are 50/
50.”

The nineteen classrooms added to
Westfield High School will be ready

for the first day of school, as will be
the Vice Principal’s office and the
Guidance Office. The classrooms
above the Guidance office are not yet
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The Fall Planting Season has 
officially begun. Plants just love the 
cooler weather of fall to set roots into 
the ground and give a headstart for 
next Spring. 

To Celebrate the start of the season 
we are offering today through Tuesday 
September 2nd savings of 30-70% on 
all Trees, Shrubs & Perennials. 

(Please don’t try kicking your plants 
at home its better to talk to them.)
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Howard Andrews of Roselle, re-
sponding to Mr. Zarnock, said, “I’ve
been a lifelong resident of Roselle.
I don’t know what studies Mr.
Zarnock has seen or done that says
there is going to be economic devel-
opment, but I’ve seen businesses,
one by one, leave.”

Dr. Daniel Nozza of Elizabeth,
running for State Senate to repre-
sent District 20, said, “County Man-
ager Devanney has always hung his
hat on the fact that the county can’t
stop the train but can control the
usage of the train. I spoke directly to
Michael Doyle, who is a signal su-
pervisor representing M&E railway.
He was very frank, and he said,
‘Union County has no control over
the time of day the trains will pass,
the number of trains per day, the
number of cars per train, and what is
carried in those trains.’ Now I
thought this was only true for the
first five years. He’s saying, ‘There
is no control.’ There’s definitely
double speak once again here.”

Many other Republican candi-
dates were present to express their
feelings concerning the restarting
of rail service. Bob Reilly, Stuart
Kline, and Ken Haynes, who will be
vying for seats on the Freeholder
Board in November, all attended the
Freeholder Meeting to share their
thoughts.

Bob Reilly of Winfield Park said,
“I’m only glad that railroad isn’t
coming through Winfield Park. We
had a mayor in Winfield Park who
was going to put a parking lot in. He
found out really fast that when the
people don’t want something, you
don’t push it down their throats and
you don’t do it. You adhere to what
they say because the people are the
ones that, at the end, are paying the
bill here. And if you do bring this
railroad through, I hope there are a
lot of jobs, because as you know,
I’m looking for a job.”

“Last September, I lost my job
(with Union County Printing) after
30 years. After 30 years, I got no
respect. Pretty amazing, I sit here
and watch someone receive a reso-
lution for her retirement when I get
no acknowledgement at all. And the
best part of it is that I created that
document when all of you (Free-
holders) weren’t here. I find it amaz-
ing that you probably don’t know
who I am after all the time and hours
I was away from my family. Then
you leave me home for 10 months to
sit and dwell until I retired. I guess
that’s what you wanted. But I’m not
done retiring. I did retire on July 1,
but of course, I’m ready to come out
of retirement any time soon,” Mr.
Reilly continued.

Stuart Kline, a Fanwood council-
man, said, “I’ve heard a lot about
jobs, opportunities and economics,
but I haven’t heard anything about
the quality of life and how it im-
pacts the people that live in those
communities that the train runs
through. I haven’t heard any quanti-
fication. How many jobs? What op-
portunities? It is incumbent on this
board, before we start talking about
jobs and opportunities, to make a
diplomatic, intelligent study as to
what the impact would be.”

Ken Haynes from Roselle said,
“The railroad will create chaos. Part
of good management, ladies and
gentlemen, is first listening to those
people who are going to be affected,
not listening to complaints and con-
cerns after the fact. We must first
understand that this railroad is not
going to do anything for Roselle or
any other town. You (Freeholders)
have to understand, it’s not always
‘cash and carry.’ The backdoor deals
must stop. We cannot just say this is
how it is going to be.”

“There’s going to be a lot of noise
pollution. No one has said how fast
this train will be moving through
our town. We have children on bi-
cycles. None of this was considered
when you sat there and agreed to
this railroad. Now, you have to lis-
ten to everyone come up here and
complain and grumble about it. Now,
what are we going to do? Let the
train go through for a few measly
dollars? Come on. Who’s kidding
whom? Where is the real money?
Anyone like to explain that? The
money’s coming and going some-
where, but it’s certainly not going to
be in any jobs, especially if you
consider what towns the railroad is
going to be running through. What
kinds of jobs – picking up garbage?
Please, don’t insult my intelligence,”
continued Mr. Haynes.

Following the public portion of

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the meeting, County Manager
Devanney responded, “The rail line
project is under the jurisdiction of
the New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation. We continue to take our
lead from the state. Union County
did not intend for this, we are not in
the railroad business. The reason
that Union County got involved was
that this project was to bring heavy
freight across Union County and be
the gateway for goods from Florida
to the rest of the country. Union
County never had any jurisdiction
whether the line was used. It’s all
federal law. Like it or not, that’s the
fact of the matter. We’ve had two
legal opinions in that regard, and
after negotiation with M&E, we ex-
ercised maximum control over the
line.”

“The contract with M&E calls for
them to do public outreach. They
will continue to outreach the may-
ors and the engineers of the affected
towns. They will be here throughout
the entire process to address con-
cerns,” Mr. Devanney continued.

During the Freeholder comments
after the public comment portion
was concluded, Freeholder Daniel
Sullivan, responding to the large
number of Republican candidates
present, said, “It must be candidates
night.”

Mr. Dan Nozza, an Elizabeth resi-
dent, asked the Freeholder to speak
up. After Freeholder Sullivan re-
peated his statement, an animated
verbal altercation occurred, result-
ing in raised voices and threats from
both parties. Chairwoman Deborah
Scanlon told Mr. Nozza he was out
of order, and as a Union County
officer approached, Mr. Nozza left
of his own accord with a police
escort. Freeholder Sullivan later
apologized for his outburst.

In other business, the board for-
mally adopted two bond ordinances.
The first ordinance authorizes the
making of various public improve-
ments and the acquisition of addi-
tional new or replacement equip-
ment and machinery, new automo-
tive vehicles, including original ap-
paratus and equipment, new addi-
tional furnishings and new commu-
nication and signal systems equip-
ment in, by and for the County of
Union, State of New Jersey. The
bond authorizes appropriation of the
sum of $28,662,611 to pay the cost
thereof, to appropriate state and fed-
eral grants, to make a down pay-
ment, to authorize the issuance of
bonds to finance such appropria-
tion, and to provide for the issuance
of bond anticipation notes. The bond
ordinance passed 6-0, with Vice
Chairman Angel Estrada and Free-
holders Mary Ruotolo and Nicholas
Scutari absent.

The other ordinance authorizes
an amendment to the limited defi-
ciency agreement, which also passed
unanimously.

“This agreement was previously
approved by the county at the time
the solid waste debt in Union County
was restructured a few years ago,”
said Jonathan Williams, attorney for
the Union County Utilities Author-
ity (UCUA). “The agreement pro-
vides that the county is at the end of
the line in responsibility of the re-
payment of the bonds issued by the
Utilities Authority. The reason we
needed an amendment was because
of a recent amendment to the solid
waste management plan, which pro-
vided for the reinstitution of regula-
tory flow control over certain por-
tions of the waste here in Union
County, and replaced that portion of
an earlier agreement, which pro-
vided for Covanta to mitigate our
failure to deliver waste. We now
have the ability to keep the facility
full by flow control. We no longer
need the agreement by Covanta to
mitigate, but the deficiency agree-
ment had to be amended to reflect
that change,” Mr. Williams contin-
ued.

The meeting also featured the first
reading of two ordinances. One
would amend the public safety code
laws of Union County Chapter 115,
to establish penalties for encroach-
ment upon the lands owned by the
County of Union. Another ordi-
nance would also amend the pub-
lic safety code laws of Union
County Chapter 115, to establish
penalties for damage to trees
owned or maintained by the
County of Union. The ordinance
provides for amending the penal-
ties for offenses pertaining to dam-
aging trees. The once nominal $50
to $100 fine will be changed to a

Publisher’s NotePublisher’s NotePublisher’s NotePublisher’s NotePublisher’s Note

NNNNNew Subscription Ratesew Subscription Ratesew Subscription Ratesew Subscription Ratesew Subscription Rates
As of October 1stAs of October 1stAs of October 1stAs of October 1stAs of October 1st

There will be a modest increase in subscription rates as of October 1. The
new rates will be $28 for one year, $52 for two years and $76 for three years.
A college subscription will be $20 per year. Anyone wishing to renew or
extend their subscription prior to October 1, may do so at the old
rates. Please call us at (908) 232-4407; mail to Leader/Times, P.O. Box
250, Westfield, NJ 07091 or go to www.goleader.com/subscribe.

Thank you for your support.
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MS Council

$500 fine or up to 90 days imprison-
ment. The next hearing on these
ordinances will be on Wednesday,
September 10.

Under the Department of Eco-
nomic Development, the County
authorized the county Manager,
through the Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs, to execute any
and all agreements for History Edu-
cation Art Reaching Thousands
(HEART) Grants for the total rec-
ommended amount of $28,025. The
county has put in subsequent pro-
posals and before the end of the year
hopes to receive upwards of $75,000
from HEART Grants. The First
United Methodist Church in
Westfield will receive $2,000 and
the Union County College Theater
Project in Cranford will receive
$2,500.

Other resolutions passed included
granting permission to the Borough
of Fanwood and the Fanny Wood
Day Committee to hang a banner
across South Martine Avenue, in
Fanwood from September 7 to Sep-
tember 30, advertising the Eighth
Annual Fanny Wood Day Celebra-
tion to be held on Sunday, Septem-
ber 28.

Consequently, the county is al-
lowing the Borough of Fanwood
and the Fanny Wood Day Commit-
tee to close South Martine Avenue
between South Avenue and
LaGrande Avenue in Fanwood from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on September 28.
The rain date will be Sunday, Octo-
ber 5.

Under the Department of Engi-
neering and Public Works, the
County concurred with the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains in granting
permission to Saint Bartholomew
the Apostle Roman Catholic Church
to hang a banner across Park Avenue
to the Township Monument Scotch
Plains, from August 1 to September
2, to advertise the Labor Day Italian
Festival to be held August 29 through
September 1 from 5 to 11 p.m. on
Saint Bartholomew’s grounds.

Under the Department of Opera-
tions and Facilities, the county au-
thorized a Professional Service Con-
tract with The PMK Group,
Cranford, to provide asbestos man-
agement services for the Union
County Courthouse Annex- Base-
ment Level in an amount not to
exceed $42,000. At the agenda-set-
ting meeting on August 7, Freehold-
ers Daniel Sullivan and Mary
Ruotolo suggested naming the court-
house in honor of recently deceased
Jerry O’Dwyer.

The county will accept $24,887.01
in Clean Communities Funding for
2003, an annual grant sent from the
state that pays for cleanup programs
such as battery disposal and oil dis-
posal.

The county manager will be au-
thorized to enter into an interlocal
agreement with the Union County
Improvement Authority in connec-
tion with the redevelopment of vari-
ous lots and blocks in the City of
Elizabeth in connection with pro-
posed infrastructure improvements,
including construction of a dock
and parking for a proposed ferry
service.

“This ferry service will be very
important to the City of Elizabeth
and the County,” said Freeholder
Sullivan. “The environmental as-
sessment was finally completed. The
money should be forthcoming, and
I think this will be a boon for the city
and the county.”

The meeting began by recogniz-
ing Carolyn Vollero for her work in
the county. She currently serves on
the Union County Bureau of Mos-
quito Control, but has also served
for many years as the Chairwoman
of the Union County Commission
on the Status of Women, established
in 1989. Recently, Ms. Vollero re-
tired from her post as chairwoman,
but will stay on as a member of the
commission, focusing her attention
on the Bureau of Mosquito Control.

“Carolyn Vollero is a dynamic
woman who is very involved in the
community in which she lives,” said
Chairwoman Scanlon.

“Your vision and your commit-
ment has been an inspiration, cer-
tainly to myself and many other
people in the county,” the chair-
woman continued.

“We’ve always appreciated the
support the Freeholder Board and
the County Manager have given us,”
said Ms. Vollero. “It’s been a plea-
sure to serve in this capacity and
I’ve enjoyed all the time I’ve spent.
Obviously, I became so busy with
my real job in the Bureau of Mos-
quito Control I didn’t really have
the time to spend chairing the Com-
mission on the Status of Women.
We have new leadership there and
they will move forward. I always
say, ‘You have to know when it’s
time to move on.’ Thank you very
much.”

“I’d like to commend Ms. Vollero
on her many years of serving Union
County,” said Freeholder Chester
Holmes. “I’ve worked many years
with her. She puts her full heart
and soul in everything that she
does.”

Freeholders Give Green Light to $28.6 Mil.
Bond; Take Heat Over Freight Train Deal

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
A LITTLE DAB WILL DO...Artist Lynne Applebaum puts creative touches on
the storefront of Little Treasures on Broad Street in Westfield last Saturday.
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Mr. Brandt

complete, as a slope in the floor is
preventing the installation of slid-
ing doors in the corridor. A plan
exists to recess the doors into the
ground in order to accommodate
the slope of the floor.

In addition, the installation of an
elevator nearby the instrumental
music room is not finished. Further,
time is needed for the gymnasium
floor to cure before it can be used.

Mr. Berman indicated that class-
rooms on the second floor at the
high school would not be com-
pleted by next Wednesday; how-
ever, this has no bearing on the
opening of school. It is not
known yet when the second floor
classrooms will be ready. Until
they are ready, students intended
for these classrooms will be re-
directed to other areas such as
the science labs.

On another matter, the board
and Dr. Foley added a third fifth
grade class at McKinley School.
McKinley and Washington
schools each have 50 students
enrolled in the fifth grade for the
2003-2004 school year. Wash-
ington has three fifth grade
classes. McKinley had two, until
the change was made.

The board felt strongly that eq-
uity issues could not support only
two fifth grade classes at McKinley
while there were three at Washing-
ton. The concern was not about class
sizes of 25 students, which is within
the state regulations.

Dr. Foley said that he will be
“scrambling to seek to hire an addi-
tional fifth grade teacher for
McKinley before the first day of
school next week.” If a suitable can-
didate cannot be found prior to the
first day of school, Dr. Foley has
suggested instructional aides to as-
sist the two fifth grade teachers at
McKinley until a teacher can be
hired. “I’m a little concerned about
what talent we could find at this
stage of the game,” he said.

The members of the board were
adamant that a third teacher be
found for McKinley Elementary.
Board member Richard Solomon
claimed, “We have a very good
track record of attracting quality
teachers.”

The Long Range Planning Com-
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WHS Opening May Be Delayed;
Superintendent to Assess Situation

mittee surveyed all Westfield resi-
dents about education. Dr. Foley
will present the results at the Board
Of Education meeting on Septem-
ber 9. With this survey information,
Dr. Foley suggested revising the
Strategic Plan from the past, rather
than writing a whole new plan.

The board, along with advisory
committees will be meeting fre-
quently over the next few months to
put together the Strategic Plan. The
plan addresses educational issues

such as teaching, learning, enroll-
ment and facilities.

Dr. Foley hopes to have the new
plan finalized by February 2004.

The on-going parking problem at
the high school was discussed. The
board has asked Westfield Parking
Director Captain John Morgan to
come up with a map designating
which streets are to be eligible for
permit parking.

The board discussed that they
are trying to come up with a zon-
ing map to indicate which stu-
dents are eligible to drive and park
at the school based on how far
where they live.

A meeting of the advisory com-
mittee dealing with the parking prob-
lem will be scheduled for sometime
after September 9.

Ms. Gardner expressed hope that
this could be the advisory
committee’s last meeting before
their recommendation goes before
the policy committee.

The next Board of Education
meeting will be held on Tuesday,
September 9, at 8 p.m. at the Board
of Education building on Elm Street.

Where to Find WHS
Opening  Information
Residents can call (908) 789-4463,

starting on Friday, for a recorded
message. TV-36 will provide an-
nouncements. The high school will
mail a letter to parents of students on
Friday. The Westfield Leader will
post the information on its website:
www.goleader.com. The school sys-
tem will post information on
www.westfieldnj.com.

because he “couldn’t bear working
for anybody else and had to find
something that made him his own
boss,” according to his brother, An-
thony.

A lifelong Republican like his par-
ents, Mr. Brandt was elected to a
two-year term on the Westfield Town
Council from 1974 to 1976. He es-
tablished his own law office in
Westfield in 1975 and served as town
attorney from 1977 to 1998. During
his career he attended over 1,000
council meetings.

During those years, other commu-
nities sought Mr. Brandt’s legal ad-
vice, as well. He represented the
Rahway City Council for several
years, and the Planning Board and
Board of Adjustment of the Borough
of Fanwood for 17 years.

Mr. Brandt’s daughter, Susan
McCrea, who will be taking over her
father’s law firm, said that he had
“the scariest looking filing system,
but he knew where everything was.”

She said that even when handling
adversarial cases such as land use
disputes he would help the other side
with questions as he had written the
zoning laws for the town.

Mr. Brandt enjoyed spending time
at Long Beach Island and renovating
his home on Euclid Avenue during
his free time. He was also a collector
of decoy ducks, pressed glass, chairs
and silver thimbles. He also spent
time refinishing and restoring furni-
ture.

“There are always a couple of
things that stick in my head about my
father…a lot of the quality time was
spent with him helping him restore
his house,” recalled his daughter,
Ellen Scott Brandt.

“He said that his first career was as
a chemical engineer and his second
was as a lawyer. He said that for his
third career he would like to be a
carpenter,” she said.

“He was a carpenter who hap-
pened to be a lawyer,” Ms. McCrea
said.

Caroline Bickford recalled that her
father and stepmother, Nancy, were
redoing the house “one room at a
time…he said he was fixing it up to
sell it, but we knew that wasn’t true.”

Ms. Bickford said that he did all of
the detail work himself and “wanted
it perfect.”

“The guy loved to work,” said his
son, Jim Brandt. “He was a model for
both his clients and his family on
how to conduct yourself with dig-
nity.”

“He was my greatest teacher, and
really taught me by his example,”
said his daughter, Jane Garretson.
“He treated everyone as an equal
with great respect, courtesy and at-
tention.”

“He was really a rock no matter
what chaos was going on around
him,” said his son, Theodore Brandt.

Several members of the family
spoke of the admiration members of
the community have expressed for
Mr. Brandt.

“I walk through the streets of
Westfield and I’m proud he is my
father,” said Ms. Bickford.

“He’s left a wonderful legacy for
his children and for me,” said his
wife, Nancy.

The mayor added, “The last 10 days
has been a tedious, sad and shocking
time” for the borough.

“It is not natural for someone to die
so young and so abruptly. It shows how
fragile we are on this earth,” he said.

Chief Debbie stated that he could
not have done what he had accom-
plished without the support of his of-
ficers, the mayor, council members
and employees of the borough.

He noted that Captain Turner’s death
“was a tragic loss for the police depart-
ment as well as a loss for me.”

“We used to walk together four miles
a day, five days a week. We must have
walked thousands of miles together
over the years,” said Chief Debbie.

He noted that Captain Turner was
the borough’s Press Information Of-
ficer and that he was given such a job
because he had a combination of both
wit and common sense.

In other business, a resolution of
appreciation was passed honoring
the many years of service to the
borough as a municipal judge by
Judge Jacob Bauer who passed away
on July 4.

The resolution noted that Judge
Bauer was initially appointed by the
Borough on January 1, 1955 and was
reappointed at 22 reorganization meet-
ings by at least five different mayors.

A resolution was also passed to
receive a community development
block grant to fund the Senior Col-
lege Program, pay for a senior bus
driver and senior program coordina-
tor as well as restrooms at the
Deerfield School. This is the 29th
year that the borough will receive
such a grant from the county.

Finally, the governing body passed
the first reading of an ordinance re-
garding annual license fees for alco-
holic beverages.

In addition, a resolution to award a
bid for the paving improvement of
Knollwood Road to Jenicar Builders
Contractors Co., Inc. in the amount of
$155,183.70 was passed.

A resolution was also passed waiv-
ing permit fees for the Community
Presbyterian Church to install replace-
ment windows.

The next Mountainside Council
meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, Sep-
tember 9, at 8 p.m.


