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New S. Plains Field
Will Be Dedicated
To Victims of 9/11

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

A year ago, the three-acre site on
Plainfield Avenue in Scotch Plains
was a barren and unutilized
brownfield next to the township’s
public works facility.

Next month, that property, now
a park, will be formally opened,
providing residents with badly-
needed recreation space.

The new Memorial Park will be
dedicated to the memory of the
three township residents who lost
their lives in the terrorist attacks of
September 11, 2001.

Mark Rothenberg was a passen-
ger aboard Flight 93, which crashed
in Pennsylvania that day, while
James Walsh and Matthew Horning
perished at the World Trade Cen-
ter.

The dedication ceremonies will
be held on Thursday, September
11, at 5:30 p.m., at which time
officials from the local soccer
league and Little League pro-
grams, as well as the township
Recreation Chairman, are ex-
pected to speak.

Afterward, a youth soccer game
will be played on the new field, to
be followed by a cookout at the
site.

Although Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks has contacted the

families of the three residents
lost in the September 11 trag-
edies, it is not known at this time
whether any family members of
the victims will be in attendance
for the debut of the new field,
according to Recreation Director
Ray Poerio.

The new park has been in the
works for several years. It was
originally set to open a year ago,
but various delays set back the
timetable. This year’s harsh winter
and rainy spring further postponed
the opening, but did give the field’s
newly-installed sod extra time to
firmly take root.

The baseball and soccer fields
will be used by local youth
leagues, although Mr. Poerio told
The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood that high school teams
may eventually be allowed to use
the facility. For now, he wants to
limit its use to youth leagues, so
as not to damage the grass that has
been soaked by the heavy summer
rains.

The new park, which is situated
on a rise several feet above Plainfield
Avenue, also includes a parking lot
and a small storage building and
bathrooms. Its development was
funded primarily by the township’s
Open Space Trust Fund, which was
established in 1999.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
JOINT VENTURE…Improvements to Westfield Road in both Scotch Plains and Fanwood are to be completed by the time
school begins next week. Pictured with workers on the site are from left: Fanwood Mayor Louis Jung, Fanwood Council
President Joel Whitaker, Fanwood Councilman David Trumpp and Scotch Plains Assistant Township Engineer Joe
Timko.
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Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
A TRIBUTE TO BON JOVI…On August 14, the band Runaway, led by vocalist
Elvio Nardi, played the Village Green in Scotch Plains. The evening was dubbed
‘A Tribute to Bon Jovi.’

County OKs $28.6 Mil. Bond;
Takes Heat Over Train Deal
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Annual 5K Race Draws Hundreds;
Will Benefit CONTACT We Care

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

The threat of thunderstorms did
not dampen the enthusiasm of par-
ticipants in last week’s Eighth An-
nual CONTACT We Care 5K Race,
which will benefit the agency’s pro-
grams.

Held at LaGrande Park in
Fanwood, 350 participants ran along
the route, which wound through the
streets of Fanwood and back to the
park.

First place was captured by
Zachary McGuire, 17, of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School track
team, with a time of 15 minutes and
56 seconds, while second place went
to Jeffrey Bigham, 22, of Madison,
with a time of 16 minutes.

Runners of all ages competed in
the event, with the oldest at age 77
and the youngest at age nine. Chil-
dren under the age of 14 were al-

lowed to participate with signed per-
mission from their parents.

The day was a family affair for
many. The Schwartz Family of Scotch
Plains had three generations running
in the race: father, Morton, son, Todd,
and grandchildren, Andrew and
Elizabeth. Five members of the
Fitzpatrick Family of Westfield com-
peted in the events.

One hundred and 30 children en-
joyed the Kids Sprint on the field at
LaGrande Park, which was divided
into age groups. Triplets Diamond,
Jazmyn and Kedar Carrington of
Scotch Plains ran in the six-year-old
age category.

Four young women competed in
the Wheelchair Invitational, a three-
kilometer race consisting of two laps
around the park.

CONTACT We Care is a 24-hour
crisis hotline that has been assisting
people in Union County for 28 years.

In an interview with The Times of
Scotch-Plains Fanwood, Executive
Director Katie Feeks explained that
callers include those dealing with
stress, anxiety, abuse, mental illness,
and suicide.

The office is fully staffed with
over 100 highly trained volunteers,
who receive 50 hours of training
with experienced staffers before han-
dling phone calls directly. All calls
received are completely confidential
and anonymous, with both callers
and volunteers giving a first name
only.

The next volunteer training ses-
sion will begin on Monday, Septem-
ber 15, and is held every Monday
night from 7 to 10 p.m. for 12 weeks.
After completion of the session, an

internship is scheduled at the conve-
nience of the volunteer’s schedule.

For more information on becom-
ing a volunteer, please call the ad-
ministration office at (908) 490-1480.

CONTACT We Care volunteers
also provide daily reassurance out-
reach telephone calls to the
homebound, elderly and disabled,
who have pre-registered in the Care
Ring Program.

CONTACT We Care is a not for
profit organization, funded com-
pletely by donations. They receive
support from The United Way, grants,
local churches and individual dona-
tions.

The yearly race is a U.S. Track and
Field sanctioned event. Major do-

PART OF WESTFIELD RD. NEAR SCHOOLS MAY BE REPAVED BY SEPT. 3

West Broad Street Road Projects
Expected to End This Weekend

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

It is expected that one of the two
major road projects in Scotch Plains
that were undertaken this summer
will be finished by the end of this
month, while completion of the other
will take somewhat longer.

Township Manager Thomas
Atkins told The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood last week he ex-
pects the milling and resurfacing of
West Broad Street to be done this
week, with the milling being done
in the early part of the week and the
repaving completed by the start of
this weekend.

The affected area is the stretch of
roadway between Martine Avenue
and Lamberts Mill Road.

The project on Westfield Road is
“far more complex,” Mr. Atkins said,
one that involves not only milling and
paving of the mile-long roadway be-
tween North and Westfield Avenues,
but also new curbing and sidewalks
on the Fanwood side of the street and
improved drainage so portions of
Westfield Road don’t experience
flooding.

Township officials had originally
hoped the entire project, which first
closed the road a few weeks ago,
would be completed before the start
of the new school year on Wednesday,
September 3, thus avoiding any ad-
verse effects on traffic around the two
schools located on Westfield Road.

The nature of the project, along with
less-than-optimal weather conditions
this summer, has made an early Sep-
tember completion impossible.

Given that the first day of school is
a week away, Mr. Atkins said town-
ship officials and the project con-
tractor are now looking to prioritize
the refurbishing of certain sections
of the road rather than attempting to
resurface the entire road at once.

Specifically, the section of Westfield
Road between Portland Avenue and
Homestead Terrace — where both the
high school and Brunner Elementary
School are situated — may be re-

paved first so that portion of the road-
way is ready for use by the start of the
new school year.

Once that section is finished, work
would then proceed on the remain-
der of the road.

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Times

The August 21 meeting of the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders featured heated debate over
the reactivation of the Morristown
and Erie (M&E) rail lines. Many
Union County residents expressed
distrust and concern over the restart-
ing of freight service.

Richard Lenehan of Roselle said,
“Last Sunday, County Manager
George Devanney accused the Star-
Ledger of ‘missing some
crucial points about the
county’s efforts in protect-
ing Union County residents
and ensuring the safe op-
eration of the rail line.’ Un-
fortunately, Mr. Devanney
is under the delusion that
constant repetition of
words and phrases magi-
cally transforms them into
facts. You, the Freehold-
ers, are naïve in thinking
that Union County citizens believe
that the deal with M&E protected us
from all those other big bad opera-
tors.”

Arlene Murphy of Roselle said,
“Mr. Devanney tried to convince tax-
payers that this deal (with M&E)
will create, ‘economic development
opportunity translating into more job
opportunities for our residents.’ Rich
(Lenehan) took photographs of those
working on the railroad. So far, a tree
company from Ohio with Pennsyl-
vania workers is clearing the tracks;
a company from Upstate New York
delivered the rail ties. M&E receives
the best economic development op-
portunity – for $0.17 a month for 10
years they get to use the railroad
tracks through the affected Union
County towns. Mr. Devanney stated
that the Star Ledger ‘missed some
crucial points about the county’s ef-
forts in protecting Union County resi-
dents.’ With this kind of protection,
who needs enemies?”

Roselle resident Ed Zarnock, a
Union County Alliance member and
President of the Union County Cen-
tral Labor Council, is a proponent of
the reactivation of the rail lines. He
attempted to reassure Union County
residents that there are viable eco-
nomic reasons as to why the reacti-
vation took place.

“The Union County Alliance is a
coalition that includes every major

sector and organization in Union
County working together in a bipar-
tisan, nonpartisan manner to keep
Union County’s economy moving.
The potential economic opportuni-
ties are great. Make no mistake about
it. I’m not for trains for trains’ sake.
I’m for growth, I’m for economic
opportunity, and I’m for jobs,” said
Mr. Zarnock.

“If you don’t have economic op-
portunity, if you don’t have jobs, if
you don’t have ratables, we won’t be

able to stay here. This will be a
vacant location here, no matter what
you do. The Union County Alliance
has done our homework. We’ve
looked at the overall picture here.
We’re not self seeking and we’re not
in anybody’s pocket as some people
might think,” continued Mr. Zarnock.

Howard Andrews of Roselle, re-
sponding to Mr. Zarnock, said, “I’ve
been a lifelong resident of Roselle. I
don’t know what studies Mr. Zarnock
has seen or done that says there is
going to be economic development,
but I’ve seen businesses, one by one,
leave.”

Dr. Daniel Nozza of Elizabeth,
running for State Senate to represent
District 20, said, “county Manager
Devanney has always hung his hat on
the fact that the County can’t stop the
train but can control the usage of the
train. I spoke directly to Michael
Doyle, who is a signal supervisor
representing M&E railway. He was
very frank, and he said, ‘Union
County has no control over the time
of day the trains will pass, the num-

ber of trains per day, the number of
cars per train, and what is carried in
those trains.’ Now I thought this was
only true for the first five years. He’s
saying, ‘There is no control.’ There’s
definitely double speak once again
here.”

Many other Republican candidates
were present to express their feelings
concerning the restarting of rail ser-
vice. Bob Reilly, Stuart Kline, and
Ken Haynes, who will be vying for
seats on the Freeholder Board in
November, all attended the Free-
holder Meeting to share their
thoughts.

Bob Reilly of Winfield Park said,
“I’m only glad that railroad isn’t
coming through Winfield Park. We
had a mayor in Winfield Park who
was going to put a parking lot in. He
found out really fast that when the
people don’t want something, you
don’t push it down their throats and

you don’t do it. You ad-
here to what they say
because the people are
the ones that, at the end,
are paying the bill here.
And if you do bring this
railroad through, I hope
there are a lot of jobs,
because as you know,
I’m looking for a job.

“Last September, I
lost my job (with Union County Print-
ing) after 30 years. After 30 years, I
got no respect. Pretty amazing, I sit
here and watch someone receive a
resolution for her retirement when I
get no acknowledgement at all. And
the best part of it is that I created that
document when all of you (Free-
holders) weren’t here. I find it amaz-
ing that you probably don’t know
who I am after all the time and hours
I was away from my family. Then
you leave me home for 10 months to
sit and dwell until I retired. I guess
that’s what you wanted. But I’m not
done retiring. I did retire on July 1,
but of course, I’m ready to come out
of retirement any time soon,” Mr.
Reilly continued.

Fanwood Councilman Stuart Kline
said, “I’ve heard a lot about jobs,
opportunities and economics, but I
haven’t heard anything about the
quality of life and how it impacts the
people that live in those communi-
ties that the train runs through. I
haven’t heard any quantification. How
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town. Ytown. Ytown. Ytown. Ytown. You (Freeholders) have toou (Freeholders) have toou (Freeholders) have toou (Freeholders) have toou (Freeholders) have to
understand, it’understand, it’understand, it’understand, it’understand, it’s not always ‘cashs not always ‘cashs not always ‘cashs not always ‘cashs not always ‘cash
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        -  Ken Haynes of Roselle
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       -  Union County Manager  George Devanney

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
REMEMBERING 9/11...Victims who lost their lives in the terrorist attacks
on 9/11 will be remembered when a three-acre park on Plainfield Avenue
in Scotch Plains is dedicated in their memory. The ceremony will be held
on Thursday, September 11, at 5:30 p.m.

Area Public Schools
Prepare for Openings

Scotch Plains-Fanwood public
schools will open on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 3.

Westfield public schools will open
Wednesday, September 3. Opening of
the Westfield High School may be
delayed until Monday, September 8
subject to construction status assess-
ment.

Mountainside public schools will
open Thursday, September 4 for both
Deerfield Middle School and Gover-
nor-Livingston High School in Ber-
keley Heights. Beechwood Middle
School in Mountainside will not be
ready for the start of school.
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To Celebrate the start of the season 
we are offering today through Tuesday 
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(Please don’t try kicking your plants 
at home its better to talk to them.)
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UNICO/St. Barts to Hold
Labor Day Italian Festival

SCOTCH PLAINS – The 29th An-
nual UNICO/St. Bartholomew Labor
Day Italian Festival will be held from
Friday, August 29 through Monday,
September 1.

The festivities will take place from
5:30 to 10:30 p.m. each day on the
grounds of St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church, lo-

cated at 2032 Westfield Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

Hosted by the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Chapter of UNICO, the fes-
tival will include children’s rides,
food, music and games for all. The
church parking lot will be transformed
into an old-fashioned street fair. There
will be traditional Italian delicacies
and games of skill and chance.

The Super 50/50 raffle will held on
September 1 at 10 p.m. Last year’s
winner received over $10,000. To pur-
chase raffle tickets, please contact
St. Bartholomew’s Rectory at (908)
322-5192.

All proceeds from the festival will
benefit St. Bartholomew’s Church and
the many charities supported by the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Chapter of
UNICO.

As members of the Italian-Ameri-
can service organization, the men
and women of UNICO continue the
80-year old tradition of supporting
their communities and promoting
Italian culture. For more informa-
tion about the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood chapter of UNICO visit
www.spfunico.org or call (908) 889-
2200, extension no. 1.

County OKs $28.6 Mil. Bond;
Takes Heat Over Train Deal

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

many jobs? What opportunities? It is
incumbent on this board, before we start
talking about jobs and opportunities, to
make a diplomatic, intelligent study as
to what the impact would be.”

Ken Haynes from Roselle said, “The
railroad will create chaos. Part of good
management, ladies and gentlemen, is
first listening to those people who are
going to be affected, not listening to
complaints and concerns after the fact.
We must first understand that this rail-
road is not going to do anything for
Roselle or any other town. You (Free-
holders) have to understand, it’s not
always ‘cash and carry.’ The backdoor
deals must stop. We cannot just say this
is how it is going to be.”

“There’s going to be a lot of noise
pollution. No one has said how fast this
train will be moving through our town.
We have children on bicycles. None of
this was considered when you sat there
and agreed to this railroad. Now, you
have to listen to everyone come up here
and complain and grumble about it.
Now, what are we going to do? Let the
train go through for a few measly dol-
lars? Come on. Who’s kidding whom?
Where is the real money? Anyone like
to explain that? The money’s coming
and going somewhere, but it’s certainly
not going to be in any jobs especially if
you consider what towns the railroad is
going to be running through. What kinds
of jobs – picking up garbage? Please,
don’t insult my intelligence,” continued
Mr. Haynes.

Following the public portion of the
meeting, County Manager Devanney
responded, “The rail line project is un-
der the jurisdiction of the New Jersey
Department of Transportation. We con-
tinue to take our lead from the state.
Union County did not intend for this, we
are not in the railroad business. The
reason that Union County got involved
was that this project was to bring heavy
freight across Union County and be the
gateway for goods from Florida to the
rest of thecountry. Union County never
had any jurisdiction whether the line
was used. It’s all federal law. Like it or
not, that’s the fact of the matter. We’ve
had two legal opinions in that regard,
and after negotiation with M&E we
exercised maximum control over the
line.”

“The contract with M&E calls for
them to do public outreach. They will
continue to outreach the mayors and the
engineers of the affected towns. They
will be here throughout the entire pro-
cess to address concerns,” Mr. Devanney
continued.

During the Freeholder comments af-
ter the public comment portion was
concluded, Freeholder Daniel Sullivan,
responding to the large number of Re-
publican candidates present, said, “It
must be candidates night.”

 Dan Nozza, an Elizabeth resident,
asked the Freeholder to speak up. After
Freeholder Sullivan repeated his state-
ment, an animated verbal altercation
occurred, resulting in raised voices and
threats from both parties. Chairwoman
Deborah Scanlon told Mr. Nozza he
was out of order, and as a Union County
officer approached, Mr. Nozza left of
his own accord with a police escort.
Freeholder Sullivan later apologized for
his outburst.

In other business, the board formally
adopted two bond ordinances. The first
ordinance authorizes the making of vari-
ous public improvements and the acqui-
sition of additional new or replacement
equipment and machinery, new auto-
motive vehicles, including original ap-
paratus and equipment, new additional
furnishings and new communication and
signal systems equipment in, by and for
the County of Union, State of New
Jersey. The bond authorizes appropria-
tion of the sum of $28,662,611 to pay
the cost thereof, to appropriate state and
federal grants, to make a down pay-
ment, to authorize the issuance of bonds
to finance such appropriation, and to
provide for the issuance of bond antici-
pation notes. The bond ordinance passed
6-0, with Vice Chairman Angel Estrada
and Freeholders Mary Ruotolo and
Nicholas Scutari absent.

The other ordinance authorizes an
amendment to the limited deficiency
agreement, which also passed unani-
mously.

“This agreement was previously ap-
proved by the county at the time the
solid waste debt in Union County was
restructured a few years ago,” said
Jonathan Williams, attorney for the
Union County Utilities Authority
(UCUA). “The agreement provides that
the county is at the end of the line in
responsibility of the repayment of the
bonds issued by the Utilities Authority.
The reason we needed an amendment
was because of a recent amendment to
the solid waste management plan, which
provided for the reinstitution of regula-
tory flow control over certain portions
of the waste here in Union County, and
replaced that portion of an earlier agree-
ment, which provided for Covanta to
mitigate our failure to deliver waste. We
now have the ability to keep the facility
full by flow control. We no longer need
the agreement by Covanta to mitigate,
but the deficiency agreement had to be
amended to reflect that change,” Mr.
Williams continued.

The meeting also featured the first

reading of two ordinances. One would
amend the public safety code laws of
Union County Chapter 115, to establish
penalties for encroachment upon the
lands owned by the County of Union.
Another ordinance would also amend
the public safety code laws of Union
County Chapter 115,  to establish pen-
alties for damage to trees owned or
maintained by the County of Union.
The ordinance provides for amending
the penalties for offenses pertaining to
damaging trees. The once nominal $50
to  $100 fine will be changed to a $500
fine or up to 90 days imprisonment. The
next hearing on these ordinances will be
on Wednesday, September 10.

Under the Department of Economic
Development, the county authorized the
County Manager, through the Division
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs, to ex-
ecute any and all agreements for His-
tory Education Art Reaching Thousands
(HEART) Grants for the total recom-
mended amount of $28,025. The county
has put in subsequent proposals and
before the end of the year hopes to
receive upwards of $75,000 from
HEART Grants. The First United Meth-
odist Church in Westfield will receive
$2,000 and the Union County College
Theater Project in Cranford will receive
$2,500.

Other resolutions passed included
granting permission to the Borough of
Fanwood and the Fanny Wood Day
Committee to hang a banner across South
Martine Avenue in Fanwood from Sep-
tember 7 to September 30, advertising
the Eighth Annual Fanny Wood Day
Celebration to be held on Sunday, Sep-
tember 28.

Consequently, the county is allowing
the Borough of Fanwood and the Fanny
Wood Day Committee to close South
Martine Avenue between South Avenue
and LaGrande Avenue in Fanwood, from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on September 28. The
rain date will be Sunday, October 5.

Under the Department of Engineer-
ing and Public Works, the county con-
curred with the Township of Scotch
Plains in granting permission to Saint
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church to hang a banner across
Park Avenue to the Township Monu-
ment in Scotch Plains, from August 1 to
September 2, to advertise the Labor Day
Italian Festival to be held August 29
through September 1 from 5 to 11 p.m.
on Saint Bartholomew’s grounds.

Under the Department of Operations
and Facilities, the county authorized a
Professional Service Contract with The
PMK Group, Cranford, to provide as-
bestos management services for the
Union County Courthouse Annex- Base-
ment Level in an amount not to exceed
$42,000. At the agenda-setting meeting
on August 7, Freeholders Daniel Sullivan
and Mary Ruotolo suggested naming
the courthouse in honor of recently de-
ceased Jerry O’Dwyer.

The county will accept $24,887.01 in
Clean Communities Funding for 2003,
an annual grant sent from the state that
pays for cleanup programs such as bat-
tery disposal and oil disposal.

The county manager will be autho-
rized to enter into an interlocal agree-
ment with the Union County Improve-
ment Authority in connection with the
redevelopment of various lots and blocks
in the City of Elizabeth in connection
with proposed infrastructure improve-
ments, including construction of a dock
and parking for a proposed ferry ser-
vice.

“This ferry service will be very im-
portant to the City of Elizabeth and the
county,” said Freeholder Sullivan. “The
environmental assessment was finally
completed. The money should be forth-
coming, and I think this will be a boon
for the city and the county.”

The meeting began by recognizing
Carolyn Vollero for her work in the
county. She currently serves on the
Union County Bureau of Mosquito
Control, but has also served for many
years as the Chairwoman of the Union
County Commission on the Status of
Women, established in 1989. Recently,
Ms. Vollero retired from her post as
chairwoman, but will stay on as a mem-
ber of the commission, focusing her
attention on the Bureau of Mosquito
Control.

“Carolyn Vollero is a dynamic woman
who is very involved in the community
in which she lives,” said Chairwoman
Scanlon.

“Your vision and your commitment
has been an inspiration, certainly to
myself and many other people in the
county,” the chairwoman continued.

“We’ve always appreciated the sup-
port the Freeholder Board and the County
Manager have given us,” said Ms.
Vollero. “It’s been a pleasure to serve in
this capacity and I’ve enjoyed all the
time I’ve spent. Obviously, I became so
busy with my real job in the Bureau of
Mosquito Control I didn’t really have
the time to spend chairing the Commis-
sion on the Status of Women. We have
new leadership there and they will move
forward. I always say, ‘You have to
know when it’s time to move on.’ Thank
you very much.”

“I’d like to commend Ms. Vollero on
her many years of serving Union
County,” said Freeholder Chester
Holmes. “I’ve worked many years with
her. She puts her full heart and soul in
everything that she does.”

Benjamin B.  Corbin for The Times
LINING UP IN MEMORY...Police officers from around the area paid tribute
to Mountainside Police Captain Todd Turner at his funeral on Monday.
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There will be a modest increase in subscription rates as of October
1. The new rates will be $28 for one year, $52 for two years and $76
for three years. A college subscription will be $20 per year. Anyone
wishing to renew or extend their subscription prior to October 1,
may do so at the old rates. Please call us at (908) 232-4407; mail to
Leader/Times , P.O. Box 250, Westfield, NJ 07091 or go to
www.goleader.com/subscribe.

Thank you for your support.

MS Police Captain
Succumbs to Injuries

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE -- With the
support of the Mountainside Police
Department, close friends and fam-
ily Todd B. Turner, 42, a lifelong
resident of Mountainside, was pro-
moted to Captain on August 18, at
University Hospital in Newark,
while trying to recover from the car
accident that took his life on Friday,
August 22.

According to Mountainside Po-
lice Chief James Debbie, Captain
Turner was named Captain in the
hospital’s surgical intensive care unit
with 25 fellow officers, town offi-
cials and family members by his
side.

Chief Debbie stated, “Captain
Turner has been a member of the
Mountainside Police Department
since 1979 starting as a dispatcher
for the borough and leaving briefly
for one year of service as an officer
in Summit.”

The chief noted that, in 1981,
Captain Turner came back to
Mountainside, was promoted to
corporal in 1988, to sergeant in
1993 and was named a lieutenant
in 2000.

Chief Debbie also noted that Cap-
tain Turner was the Police
Department’s Press Information Of-
ficer because “he had wit and com-
mon sense about him.”

According to police reports, on
August 15 at approximately 4:30
p.m., Captain Turner was traveling
east on Wyoming Drive when a
driver, who allegedly ran a stop sign
while driving north on Cherry Road,
struck him.

Captain Turner was taken by heli-
copter to University Hospital
Trauma Center in Newark. The other
driver was taken to Overlook Hos-
pital in Summit and was released
the same day.

The accident is being investigated
by the Union County Police Depart-
ment, as well as the Scotch Plains
Police Department and the
Mountainside Police Department.

Captain Turner is survived by a
daughter,  Sarah M. Turner of
Flanders; his parents, Seymour and

Kitty Turner of Mountainside; his
brother, Keith C. Turner, a council-
man and the Police Commissioner
in Mountainside; a sister, Bonnie
Wilfrid of Bayville, and his girl-
friend, Kelly Murphy of Rahway.

Captain Turner has been honored

by both the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation and the United States Postal
Inspection Service for exemplary
service and has also earned 25 de-
partmental commendations and five
lifesaving awards.

He was a member of the
Mountainside Rescue Squad, the
Union County Municipal Investiga-
tors Association, the Union County
Terrorism Task Force, the Union
County Domestic Violence Re-
sponse Team, the Mountainside
Policemen’s Benevolent Association
(PBA) Local No. 126 and the
Mountainside Elks Lodge.

After the borough’s regular Tues-
day evening council meeting, Chief
Debbie stated, “He was one of my
finest police officers. It’s a tragic
loss for the police department and
the borough and also for me. He was
a good friend.”

Donations may be made to the
Mountainside Police PBA Local No.
126, 1385 Route 22, East,
Mountainside, 07072.

From the Archives of The Times
TRY YOUR LUCK…Youngsters and those young at heart tried their luck at
prizes and games during last year’s annual Italian Festival in Scotch Plains. The
festivities were sponsored by St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman Catholic
Church  and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood UNICO.

Captain Todd Turner
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Charles Brandt Remembered
For Work Ethic, Intelligence

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The TImes

WESTFIELD -- Charles Brandt, of
Westfield, a former town councilman,
town attorney, chemist, husband and
father of six, passed away on Tuesday
night.

“I used to call him Mr. Westfield,
but it made him nervous because he
didn’t want the politicians to think
he’d lay claim to such a title,” his
brother, Anthony Brandt, told The
Westfield Leader.

Known by his family for his strong
work ethic, strong values and intelli-
gence, Mr. Brandt was born in
Cranford, but raised in Westfield and
a graduate of Westfield High School.

“I don’t think I realized it until years
later, but it never affected him,” said
George Harbt, his friend since sev-
enth grade, about Mr. Brandt’s suc-
cess as a scholar-athlete, as well as his
other achievements.

“He never became a braggadocio,
never had a superiority attitude; his
humility was perpetual,” he added.

Mr. Brandt was accepted at Cornell
University on a football scholarship,
but dropped out of football. He gradu-
ated with a Bachelor’s Degree in
Chemical Engineering and, as a mem-
ber of the ROTC (Reserved Officers
Training Corps), he was commis-
sioned as a Second Lieutenant in the
U.S. Army.

After an honorable discharge from
the Army, Mr. Brandt moved to San
Francisco, Ca., where he worked for
Standard Oil Company (now known

as Chevron). He was later transferred
to the Chevron refinery in Perth
Amboy.

Mr. Brandt was then recalled into
service at Fort Dix during the Cuban
Missile and Berlin Wall Crises from
1961 to 1962.

He attended Seton Hall Law School
in the evenings on the G.I. Bill from
1963 to 1968, graduating third in his
class.

He went to law school at night be-
cause he “couldn’t bear working for
anybody else and had to find some-
thing that made him his own boss,”
according to his brother, Anthony.

A lifelong Republican like his par-
ents, Mr. Brandt was elected to a two-
year term on the Westfield Town
Council from 1974 to 1976. He es-
tablished his own law office in
Westfield in 1975 and served as town
attorney from 1977 to 1998. During
his career he attended over 1,000
council meetings.

During those years, other commu-
nities sought Mr. Brandt’s legal ad-
vice, as well. He represented the
Rahway City Council for several years,
and the Planning Board and Board of
Adjustment of the Borough of
Fanwood for 17 years.

Mr. Brandt’s daughter, Susan
McCrea, who will be taking over her
father’s law firm, said that he had “the
scariest looking filing system, but he
knew where everything was.”

She said that even when handling
adversarial cases such as land use
disputes he would help the other side
with questions as he had written the
zoning laws for the town.

Mr. Brandt enjoyed spending time
at Long Beach Island and renovating
his home on Euclid Avenue during his
free time. He was also a collector of
decoy ducks, pressed glass, chairs and
silver thimbles. He also spent time
refinishing and restoring furniture.

“There are always a couple of things
that stick in my head about my
father…a lot of the quality time was
spent with him helping him restore his
house,” recalled his daughter, Ellen
Scott Brandt.

“He said that his first career was as
a chemical engineer and his second
was as a lawyer. He said that for his
third career he would like to be a
carpenter,” she said. “He was a car-
penter who happened to be a lawyer.”

Caroline Bickford recalled that her
father and stepmother, Nancy, were
redoing the house “one room at a
time…he said he was fixing it up to

sell it, but we knew that wasn’t true.”
Ms. Bickford said that he did all of

the detail work himself and “wanted it
perfect.”

“The guy loved to work,” said his
son, Jim Brandt. “He was a model for
both his clients and his family on how
to conduct yourself with dignity.”

“He was my greatest teacher, and
really taught me by his example,” said
his daughter, Jane Garretson. “He
treated everyone as an equal with great
respect, courtesy and attention.”

“He was really a rock no matter
what chaos was going on around him,”
said his son, Theodore Brandt.

Several members of the family spoke
of the admiration members of the com-
munity have expressed for Mr. Brandt.

“I walk through the streets of
Westfield and I’m proud he is my
father,” said Ms. Bickford.

“He’s left a wonderful legacy for
his children and for me,” said his wife,
Nancy.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MS Council
nors for this year’s race include
Children’s Specialized Hospital,
Ethicon, Commerce Bank, Concurrent
Technologies and MJC Associates.

Race participants pay a flat fee, which
covers the cost of race equipment and
the T-shirts that are given to runners.
Donors’ names are listed on the back of
the shirts in recognition of their assis-
tance.

Next year’s race will be held on Sat-
urday, August 21, at LaGrande Park.

The CONTACT We Care hotline
phone number is (908) 490-1900. The
center can provide information and re-
ferral to resources in Union, Middlesex,
Essex and Somerset counties.


