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Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Torpescence – A state of insensibil-

ity; numbness
2. Homilist – A sermonizer; preacher
3. Imparl – To hold mutual discourse
4. Philogynist – A person who loves

women
LIMACEOUS

1. Interlaced or linked
2. Like a snail or slug
3. In geology, marked with scars or

crevices
4. Solidified; hardened

PHARE
1. Concise; brief; to the point
2. A lighthouse
3. Literary works
4. Soreness of the eyes

SPODOGENOUS
1. Having the character of waste mat-

ter
2. Having only a particially developed

spinal cord
3. Producing many offspring
4. Producing a freak of nature; a mon-

strosity
LATIGO

1. Range of vision or sight
2. A condition causing stumbling or

staggering
3. Readiness of mind in managing

operations; mental adroitness
4. Spanish strap with which a saddle

girth is adjusted

Russian Exchange Student
Writes to Westfield Friends

Editor’s note: This letter was origi-
nally sent to the staff at the Robert Treat
Deli from a former employee/foreign
exchange student.

*  *  *  *  *

My dear American friends, Mary, Jack,
Douglas, Mary Pedro, John and Patricio!
Also all friendly customers of the won-
derful place over there across the ocean,
in a dear amiable town of Westfield –
Robert Treat Deli.

How are you doing? I do hope every-
thing is fine. Is it? As for me, I have done
my fourth year at the University with
straight A’s; and now one year is left for

me.
In July, I worked as an interpreter. At

first in an oil company in Moscow and
then in a Russian-American camp in the
Vladimir region. Both jobs were really
useful and rewarding experience for me.

Now, I am flying to Berlin, Germany
to visit my friends and to make a tour of
the country. No doubt it will be an excit-
ing journey.

I miss everyone and each of you very
very much. Wish you most special and
only the best.

Ulyana Panarina
Vladimir, Russia

Nobody’s perfect, and I’m Exhibit A
in support of that adage.

Last week, in writing about the pro-
posal to hold a constitutional convention
to address property tax reform in New
Jersey, I said that State Senator Joseph
Suliga of the 22nd District had not stated
his position on the legislation, which
would have placed on this November’s
ballot a referendum question on whether
to convene a constitutional convention
to address property tax reform.

The Assembly passed the legislation,
but Senate leaders refused to consider
the question.

Senator Suliga was actually a co-spon-
sor of S-478, the referendum legislation
in the State Senate; my failure to ac-
knowledge this was simply an oversight

on my part.
After accepting my apology for the

error on the telephone last week, Senator
Suliga said he sees a convention as being
“part of the solution” to the property tax
problem, “not a panacea.” He said un-
controlled sprawl and development are
putting added burdens on local property
tax bills, as is what he termed “out of
control” spending by local school dis-
tricts, which make up the bulk of the
property tax bills in our area.

He said he was particularly troubled by
administrative costs in school systems,
which has led to some top local education
officials making salaries in excess of the
State Commissioner of Education.

In any event, apologies to Senator
Suliga for my error. Mea culpa.

Good Luck All Teachers And
Students With New School Year

We were a little shaken up the other day while
conversing with a few math teachers from one of our
area’s public school systems. This spurred us to
follow-up with similar discussions with others in an
attempt to see if there was any foundation for our
impressions – or if this was an isolated incident. The
additional discussions were held with those includ-
ing teachers, high school students, college students
and average people encountered.

The teachers are very personable, and they obvi-
ously have the educational interests of our children
at heart. They are preparing mentally for the impend-
ing opening of the school year – with all the chal-
lenges soon to face them. Most concerns of public
school teachers center around schedules, discipline,
parent interfaces and administrative requirements –
which we all know is very challenging, sometimes
burdensome.

When conversations drifted to math fundamen-
tals, we became very nervous. So, the various people
we talked with were asked if they knew what a log
scale was. From most everyone, the response was a
blank stare then a cautious ‘no.’ While talking some
more, and with those professing familiarity in the
fundamentals of calculus, they were asked if they
knew what the integral of 1/x was. The answer was
‘no’ again – and with the same blank stare.

Surprisingly, a few people we encountered knew
the answers – but they had to be disqualified from
our survey – it turns out that they were engineers
masquerading as normal people.

A few commented that it was good to know how
to use computers and calculators as tools to find
answers to arithmetic problems – but, that a reliance

on this does little to educate a student in understand-
ing the fundamentals of mathematics.

This problem is best illustrated when buying a
‘super-sized Big Mac’ at MacDonalds. There aren’t
even numbers on the cash register, just icons of
various shapes – most with cheese, lettuce and
tomato. When the bill comes to $4.62, hand them a
5-dollar bill then say here’s also 12 cents to make the
change easier. See what happens then, but don’t do
it if you’re really hungry or in a hurry.

So excluding calculators and computers from
math class, from time to time, might help teach
students with understanding the fundamentals of
mathematics.

For the many students that are terrorized by the
thought of math class, we urge them to think of math
as fun – and very useful.

Imagine you were on a space ship returning from
the moon some 250,000 miles away, and traveling at
over 30,000 miles per hour. An explosion occurs and
your computers don’t work. You need to compute
how to adjust your speed and trajectory – or be lost
in space forever!

Sound farfetched? Not so for the astronauts of
Apollo 13 some 33 years ago. How did they do their
math to return safely home?

To our math students out there – what is the
integral of 1/x? Without using computers or calcula-
tors, what is the 2.67th root of 250,000 expressed in
scientific notation to the nearest significant figure?

Have some fun with math and let us know your
answers.

And good luck with the start of the new school
year.

An Unusual Summer of 2003,
Can It Be Gone So Soon?

So, how to sum up the summer? A Pollyanna
might praise the cooler-than-normal temperatures,
overflowing reservoirs and countless days when air
conditioning was not needed. A pessimist might say
it was mostly rainy and miserable with a few inter-
ruptions of sunshine.

We’d fall somewhere in between the two extremes.
The summer of 2003, which still has a few official
weeks to go but is mentally winding down this
weekend, will rank as one of the more unusual
seasons in recent memory. August has felt like
summer, with temps in the 80s and 90s, although this
month’s rainfall levels have been double the norm.
And we were fortunate two weeks ago – in the midst
of a hot spell – that our lights merely flickered
instead of going out for a day, as was the case not
only in New York City but also a number of spots in
New Jersey.

July, normally the hottest of the summer months,
was as average as could be this year. Rainfall was
somewhat less than average and temperatures aver-
aged in the upper 70s and low 80s, making for an
overall pleasant month, with plenty of days to go to
the beach or a park, lounge in a backyard hammock
or enjoy a walk or a bike ride. June, on the other
hand, was unusual in all respects, with three times
the normal rainfall, rained-out weekends and below

average temperatures in the 60s and 70s. Movie
theaters and video rentals flourished while sports
leagues scrambled to get in their games in between
the raindrops.

It’s been an unusual summer around here, but we
hope everyone made the best of it.

One thing that we will miss from this summer is
the Jazz Festival, held each Tuesday evening in
downtown Westfield. The weather knocked out only
a couple of them, and the event kept growing each
week. The crowds overflowed into the streets. Ev-
eryone involved expressed how great the event is for
the area. Area residents flocked to downtown, the
musicians seemed to have a great time, business
owners were pleased and the restaurants were full.

Congratulations Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion for putting this together. We and others look
forward to it next year.

For businesses, it showed where their customers
come from, right here in town and near-abouts.

Autumn arrives in a few weeks and our kids are
soon returning to school and our older kids are
heading off to college. The fall sports teams will be
out in force, our towns’ various street fairs will be
taking place in the coming weeks and we’ll soon be
busy harvesting the last fruits from our gardens and
raking the leaves – that is, if the weather cooperates.

Westfield Resident Disappointed
With Leader Development Survey

I would like to register my disappoint-
ment with the page 1 “Citizens Polled...”
article published on August 21. Such an
unscientific poll should not be given
such front-page treatment.

But let’s assume the poll had been
conducted properly. The results fail to
include some important, and easily de-
termined, analysis. First, your graph in-
dicates that 35 percent of respondents
don’t reside in Westfield. A simple
stacked bar graph indicting that particu-
lar population’s follow-up answers would
be useful.

For instance, when it comes to raising

property taxes to pay for this project,
what did the people who would not be
subject to this tax think? I’m also a bit
disappointed in the overall question of
property taxation.

No one ever proposes that this project
be revenue positive. The developers cer-
tainly plan to make a profit — why not
the town, why not lower our taxes?

This mind set is typical of govern-
ment and is helped kept in place by new
coverage that fails to ask questions and
presents stilted data.

Glenn Greene
Westfield

Candidate Says Bus Riders Deserve
Protection, Put ‘Fanwood First’

Fanwood commuters are indeed for-
tunate to be served by both New Jersey
Transit rail and New Jersey Transit bus
services. Train commuters have recently
benefited from improvements to the train
station initially started under the leader-
ship of then Democratic Mayor Maryann
Connelly.

However, little has since been done
for our bus transit riders, nor is there a
plan to improve conditions in the near
future. Bus routes currently operate along
Midway Avenue and South Avenue and
at this time there is only one bus shelter,
the one on South Avenue across from the
train station.

According to NJ Transit, shelters are

provided for free to any municipality
that requests them. Why isn’t the bor-
ough council asking NJ Transit to add
bus shelters for the remainder of our 10
stops? Why must Fanwood citizens stand
in the mud and in the street when there is
snow, like this past winter, in order to get
to their jobs? Why can’t we make our
bus stops safer for our residents?

The Democratic Team of Mahr,
Molenaar and Dolce will provide the
kind of leadership that will put Fanwood
residents first. It’s time to improve all of
Fanwood. Its time to put Fanwood first!

Jack Molenaar
Democrat for Fanwood Borough

Council

Letters to
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FROM RUSSIA WITH LOVE...Ulyana Panarina of Vladimir, Russia wishes all
her good friends of Westfield the very best - see letter below.

The Scotch PLAINVIEW

By Fred Rossi for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Senator Suliga Gets My
Apology Regarding Convention

I’m Running Here! Ind. Freeholder
Candidate Reminds Leader/Times

There was an article in The Westfield
Leader this week (August 21) about the
upcoming freeholder elections. The in-
cumbent Democrats and the challenging
Republicans were mentioned, but there
was no mention of me running as an
Independent! I knew I was going to have
it tough as an Independent against the
incumbent machine, but I at least would
like to be recognized as a candidate by
the press.

A few people noted that there are
newspaper articles that promote incum-
bents and the byline is not theirs. Such
articles should be identified as an adver-
tisement or a press release for the candi-
date. Others suggest that candidates
should write and submit their own ar-
ticles. This would be fair except....

On June 23, I wrote to every newspa-
per that is circulated in Union County.
(see  joerenna.com.). I offered to write
on specific topics concerning the county
and steer clear of anything political. I
was politely rejected. It seems that “Since
you are running for office you can’t
submit any articles because then all the
candidates would want to.” Some papers
said that they have specific guidelines,
and that I will be sent a packet in Sep-
tember explaining the rules.

One of the biggest problems with the
county is that the majority of work done
and money spent goes to keeping the
incumbents in power. They have over
$340,000,000 to dole out to companies
in the form of contracts, and patronage
jobs in the form of salaries. Giving grant
money to organizations and individuals
has a huge effect on making sure that the
recipients work to keep the hand that
feeds them in power.

The incumbents have a public infor-
mation department that is churning out
press releases on behalf of the county
that feature the three incumbent free-
holders in the photos and headlines. The
advantages of being an incumbent up for
reelection are almost insurmountable.
The Democrats spent over a million
dollars county-wide last year to keep
their power. That money came from
somewhere, and if you compare the list
of campaign contributors to the list of
companies with county contracts, they
mirror each other.

More disturbing is the employee con-
tributions. The list of individual contribu-
tors is like a county employee directory.
It seems that the going rate for a raise,
promotion or preferred position is $250.
The civil service system was supposed to
separate the public service aspect of gov-
ernment from the political so that the
government employees did not have to
fear pressure from elected officials.

Though I am a registered Indepen-
dent, I believe we must work with our
elected officials. The people have a voice
in government only if they speak up.

I see a lot of problems with how the
County of Union is operating. They
mostly stem from the fact that there has
been only one political party in power
for too long. Three Republicans can
offer a balance though they would be
just a minority voice on the nine member
board. I too can be effective even as a
lone dissenter on decisions I don’t agree
with. I will be the voice speaking up. But
it looks like I may have to join the
Republican Party to do so.

Joe Renna
Cranford

Fanwood Resident Says
Main Election Concern
Is Redevelopment Plan

In the August 21 issue of this newspa-
per, Fanwood Council President Joel
Whitaker was quoted as saying, “The
overriding theme in this election (for
Fanwood Borough Council) is one of
experience and proven results.”  How-
ever, for many Fanwood voters the main
theme is concern over the redevelop-
ment plan that Mr. Whitaker and his
peers have helped to coordinate, which
calls for more than 100 new housing
units in our tiny borough.

In recent years, the voters’ “experi-
ence” has been one of assuming the
enormous costs of educating all of the
children who have moved into Scotch
Plains’ newer housing developments.
Because of this precedent, Fanwoodians
are worried about the additional costs of
educating the children who will inevita-
bly move into the 100 (or more) new
housing units that the redevelopment
plans include.

Council President Whitaker and
Mayor Louis Jung have said previously
in this newspaper that they don’t believe
families with children will move into the
proposed housing units, because the units
won’t have backyards.  Is a backyard
really necessary when beautiful
LaGrande Park is directly across the
street from the proposed housing?

It seems clear that these 100+ apart-
ments and condos would be ideal for
working parents who want the best edu-
cation for their children but don’t neces-
sarily have time or money to spend tend-
ing to yard duties.

Fanwood voters, what has been your
experience of additional housing units
in our school district?  Did the “empty
nesters” that the Berwyck-Chase and
Stirling-Chase developers promised ac-
tually buy those houses, or were the
homes purchased instead by growing
families?  Is it in a voter’s or public
official’s best interests to rely on a
developer’s prediction of who will buy
the housing units the developer wants to
build and sell/rent for a profit?

Consider this when heading to the
voting booth.

 

Gale Miller
Fanwood

WF Resident Happy
With Scotch Plains Ave.

Road Work Project
Recently, the Town of Westfield Engi-

neering Department completed an exten-
sive road improvement on Scotch Plains
Avenue. It involved much planning and
coordination by the town engineering
staff, contractors, and utility companies.

The finished road was well worth the
time and hard work by all those in-
volved. Now, we have a beautiful, smooth
street with improved drainage, widen-
ing where required, new curbs where
needed and handsome crosswalks.

As a Scotch Plains Avenue resident, I
would like to thank the town engineers and
all others involved for a job well done.

Judith Gardiner
Westfield


