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• Criminal Defense - Federal & State
• Complex Civil Litigation
• DWI & Municipal Court
• Domestic Relations / Custody

ROBERT G. STAHL, Esq.
Former Federal Prosecutor

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel: (908) 301-9001       Fax: (908) 301-9008

STAHLESQ@BELLATLANTIC.NET
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Nominations Being Accepted
For Mayor’s Gala Honorees
SCOTCH PLAINS – This year,

the Scotch Plains Mayor’s Charity
Gala will again honor a male and
female volunteer of the year, in addi-
tion to a volunteer organization of
the year.

Nominations are now being ac-
cepted and everyone is encouraged
to submit the name of a special per-
son or organization to be recognized
at the event. The only requirement is
that the nominee’s volunteer work
must be done in Scotch Plains.

Nomination forms may be obtained
from the Scotch Plains Recreation
Office, Scotch Plains Municipal Build-
ing, 430 Park Avenue, or by calling
(908) 322-6700, extension no. 221.
Forms may also be obtained at the
Scotch Plains Public Library and at
Wallis Stationery. Nominations are
due by Friday, September 26.

This year’s Mayor’s Charity Gala

will be held on Friday, December 5,
at Snuffy’s Pantagis Renaissance in
Scotch Plains. The evening will be-
gin at 7 p.m. and continue with mu-
sic and dancing until midnight.

The gala is a nonpartisan event
open to everyone. Tickets cost $55
per person and the gala will once
again feature a Silent Auction, with
items available from area merchants.

The Mayor’s Gala committee is
accepting applications from not-for-
profit service organizations wishing
to apply for the funds raised by gala.
Organizations within Scotch Plains
or which benefit township residents
will be given priority consideration.

Applications are available at the
Municipal Building in the Recreation
Office. The deadline for submittal of
the applications is September 26. For
further information, please call (908)
322-6700, extension no. 222.

Ferguson Presents Service
Awards to Local Students

Bill Sheppard for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MEDAL WINNERS…Emily and Kate Warren of Westfield received Congres-
sional Medals from Congressman Mike Ferguson. The young women are the
twin daughters of Peter and Kathy Warren of Westfield and will be seniors this
fall at Westfield High School. Each of the young women were awarded two
Congressional Medals, one Bronze and one Silver, for their outstanding achieve-
ments in volunteer public service, personal development and physical fitness.

The Leader/Times Welcomes
Three New Staff Writers

Ed Cooney Michael Shapiro Matthew Marino

WESTFIELD- Michael Shapiro of
New Providence, Matthew Marino
of Fanwood and Ed Cooney of Scotch
Plains have joined the writing staff
of The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

Mr. Cooney is a 1998 graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.
He earned his Bachelor of Arts De-
gree in 2002 from The College of
New Jersey where he majored in
English.

He is currently employed as a sales
associate at Borders Bookstores.

Mr. Cooney will be covering the
Westfield Board of Education on a
regular basis and can be reached at
ecooney@goleader.com.

Mr. Shapiro recently received his
Juris Doctor from Stanford Law
School. He graduated magna cum
laude from Rutgers University in
1998 with a Bachelor of Arts degree
in Political Science.

He currently writes a column for
www.politicsnj.com, and will be fo-
cusing his writings for the newspa-
pers in the areas of politics and gov-
ernment. Mr. Shapiro can be reached
at mshapiro@goleader.com.

Mr. Marino is a 2000 graduate of Mary
Washington College, where he majored
in English. He is currently employed as
a legal assistant in Summit.

Mr. Marino has also worked as a
paralegal and served as an intern for
Union County. He will be covering
the Union County Freeholders on a

regular basis and can be reached at
mmarino@goleader.com.

Michael Pollack and Steve
Krakauer, our summer interns, have
returned to college. Michael is a
junior at Gettysburg College and
Steve is a sophomore at Syracuse
University. They plan to return and
contribute to the Leader/Times dur-
ing school breaks.

MARTINSVILLE – Congressman
Michael Ferguson, R-N.J., last Thurs-
day presented students from
Westfield, Whitehouse Station,
Somerville and Califon with the
Congressional Award Bronze Medal,
which recognizes young people who
seek to improve themselves and their
community.

“The work these students have done
is nothing short of remarkable,” Con-
gressman Ferguson said. “It’s always
a pleasure for me to see such excep-
tional young people who know what
it means to be good citizens.”

The congressional award program
is a nonpartisan partnership between
Congress and the private sector. The
work of the five students exemplifies
the cornerstones of the Congressional
Award — service to others, initia-
tive, and achievement.

To earn the award, young people
must set and achieve goals in four
program areas: voluntary public ser-
vice, personal development, physi-
cal fitness and expedition/explora-
tion.

Congressman Ferguson presented
Bronze Medals to Kristen Costa, 21,
of Whitehouse, Scott Kanach, 18, of
Somerville, and Amanda Majewski,
17, of Califon.

Emily Warren, 17, and Kate
Warren, 17, both of Westfield, were
each awarded the Bronze/Silver
Medal.

To earn the Congressional Award
Bronze and Silver Medals, Emily
volunteered with the youth and eld-
erly of her community; completed a
project for Children’s Specialized
Hospital of Mountainside and be-
came a member of her local YMCA’s

Model United Nations Program.
She also traveled to Gettysburg

National Military Park for a two-
night camping and hiking trip.

To earn her Bronze and Silver
Medals, Kate volunteered with the
youth and elderly of her community;
joined the YMCA’s Model United
Nations Program; worked on her
skills in both field hockey and la-
crosse, and traveled to Gettysburg
National Military Park for a two-
night camping and hiking trip.

Joe Renna Campaigns As
Independent for Freeholder
COUNTY – Joe Renna of Cranford

is running as an Independent for a
three-year term on the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

Mr. Renna was born and raised in
the Peterstown Section of Elizabeth.
He and his wife of fourteen years,
Tina, have two daughters Angela,
age 12 and Mia, age 10.

Mr. Renna is employed by Union
County as a public relations official for
Runnells Specialized Hospital. Prior
to joining the county in 2001, Mr.
Renna owned and operated a graphic
design and printing business for 15
years. He specialized in marketing for
government and non-profit agencies.

The candidate graduated with a
Bachelor of Arts degree in commer-
cial art from New Jersey City Univer-
sity in 1982. He is currently enrolled
in the masters program in public ad-
ministration at Kean University.

Mr. Renna is a certified Public
Administrator and a member of the
American Society of Public Admin-
istrators.

Mr. Renna was active in the
Rahway Chamber of Commerce for

eight years, serving as its president
for two years. He was also involved
with the task force that formed the
Rahway Special Improvement Dis-
trict and then served on its board.

His community involvement has
been focused on youth as a youth
minister at St. Anthony’s Church in
Elizabeth and a mentor on projects at
Roselle Catholic High School.

As a Freeholder of Union County,
Mr. Renna says he would, “bring his
vast managerial experience, his exper-
tise in business and his commitment to
community development with him in
order to help make county government
more efficient and more effective.”

Mr. Renna says he is, “an indepen-
dent thinker and committed to doing
what is best for the people.” He feels
he has, “pointed out areas that can be
improved and as a publisher, is run-
ning on a platform that would get the
public more informed and involved.”
He says he is, “committed to cutting
the tremendous amount of waste and
passing the savings on to the tax-
payer in the form of lower taxes and
better service.”

Rape Crisis
Volunteers Sought

WESTFIELD – The Union County
Rape Crisis Center at 300 North Av-
enue East in Westfield seeks volun-
teers to assist rape survivors during
day, evening and weekend shifts.

Rape Crisis advocates provide sup-
port and information on the 24-hour
hotline, and provide emotional sup-
port and accompaniment at the hos-
pital, police department, prosecutor’s
office and/or court. The 40 hours of
specialized training to become an
advocate, which is mandated
throughout the state, will be sched-
uled twice a week, from Tuesday,
September 30, to Thursday, Novem-
ber 20. Training will be held from
6:30 to 10 p.m.

Participants are trained in assist-
ing survivors and addressing the
trauma experienced. Attendance is
required at all training sessions in
order to become qualified.

Services are provided to both adult
males and females, teenagers, chil-
dren and their families.

Interested individuals should call
(908) 233-RAPE (7273) as soon as
possible, between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

Hope Hospice Offers
Fall Lecture Series

SCOTCH PLAINS – Center for
Hope Hospice & Palliative Care will
offer a six-week lecture series titled
“Journey Through Grief” each
Wednesday night September 17
through October 22 from 7:30 – 9
p.m.  The lecture series will be held
at Immaculate Heart Of Mary
Church, 1517 Martine Avenue,
Scotch Plains.

This non-denominational program
is designed to assist those who have
experienced the loss of a loved one.
Pre-registration is not required and
there is no cost for participants.  The
series is opened to the public. Guests
are invited to bring family members
and friends. There will be refresh-
ments and fellowship after the lec-
ture each week.

For further information or direc-
tions, please call Donna Dandrilli at
the Center For Hope Hospice and
Palliative Care at (908) 654-3103.

St. Bartholomew Church
& SP-F UNICO

Friday, August 29th thru
Monday, September 1st

5:30pm to 10:30pm
St. Bartholomew Church Grounds

2032 Westfield Avenue  •  Scotch Plains, New Jersey

Italian Food • Rides • Games • Super 50/50
Entertainment For All Ages • Great Family Fun

29th Annual Labor Day

Italian Festival
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S A P P H I R E
SUGG. 50%
RETAIL OFF

TWIN ea. pc. 550 $275
FULL ea. pc. 670 $335
QUEEN set 1550 $775
KING set 2350 $1175

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road,Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623
33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne, NJ 07506 • (973) 427-1848

Hours: Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Evening 'till 9 • Sunday 1-5

SAVE 50%
On These 5 Featured Models

Now Thru Monday, September 1st!

What an incredible, first time ever opportunity to purchase the world’s finest mattress! 
Unparalleled comfort and quality have been the hallmarks of every Shifman mattress since 1893.

Shifman ultra premium sets are entirely handmade in the USA featuring natural cotton 
upholstery, a unique hand-tufting technique and 8-way hand-tied boxsprings. 

So, don’t let this limited time offer catch you napping. 

And Save 35%-45% 
On All Other Models

B A N C R O F T
SUGG. 50%
RETAIL OFF

TWIN ea. pc. 240 $119
FULL ea. pc. 360 $179

C R Y S T A L
SUGG. 50% 
RETAIL OFF

TWIN ea. pc. 350 $175
FULL ea. pc. 470 $235
QUEEN set 1120 $559
KING set 1630 $815

* S A V O Y
SUGG. 50% 
RETAIL OFF

TWIN ea. pc. 860 $429
FULL ea. pc. 1040 $519
QUEEN set 2330 $1165
KING set 3290 $1645

Prior Purchases excluded. Savings off maufacturers sugg. retail. 

* S A T U R N
SUGG. 50%
RETAIL OFF

TWIN ea. pc. 1000 $499
FULL ea. pc. 1210 $605
QUEEN set 2670 $1335
KING set 3800 $1899

Gala Proceeds Help Charities
And Event Honors Volunteers


