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ANITA & BERNARDO THE “RUMBLE”

THE JETS

ACTION & THE JETS

“OFFICER KRUPKE”

TONY’S DEATH

RIFF & GRAZIELLA

TONY & MARIA

“TONIGHT”

ANITA & THE SHARK GIRLS
“AMERICA”

HAVING COMPLETED IT'S

27TH SUCCESSFUL PRODUCTION:
“West Side Story”

AT ALGONQUIN ARTS THEATRE &
NEW JERSEY PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

WYACT
WESTFIELD YOUNG ARTISTS’ COOPERATIVE THEATRE

IS PROUD TO AGAIN OFFER

Professional Classes
in the

Performing Arts
ages 8 to 21+

For More Information Call

908.233.3200

REGISTRATION WILL TAKE PLACE IN THE GYM AT

CENTENNIAL HIGH SCHOOL
728 WESTFIELD AVENUE,WESTFIELD, NJ

MONDAY, 9/8/03
TUESDAY, 9/9/03

WEDNESDAY, 9/10/03
FROM 4PM TO 8PM

CLASSES IN
ALL LEVELS OF:

ACTING, MUSICAL THEATRE,

VOICE,TAP, JAZZ, BALLET,

HIP-HOP, FUNK & STRETCH/AEROBICS

R E G I S T R A T I O N

INSIDE THIS EDITION: BONUS PEN & INK, QUEEN OF THE ARTS

Continued on Page 17

Continued on Page 17

Continued on Page 17

Kindermusik classes for ages 2 to 7

281 Main Street • Millburn
(973) 467 4688

THE PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL

Private Instruction on
All Instruments, Voice and Ensembles

Established 1975 Certified Teachers

Riverwalk Plaza
34 Ridgedale Avenue • East Hanover
(973) 428-0405

256 Morris Avenue • Springfield
(973) 467-4688
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Tom Hanks

Martin Sheen

Woody Harrelson

Cybill Shepherd

Could Hollywood’s Left-Wing MafiaCould Hollywood’s Left-Wing MafiaCould Hollywood’s Left-Wing MafiaCould Hollywood’s Left-Wing MafiaCould Hollywood’s Left-Wing Mafia
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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Congress should pass a law forcing celebrities like Martin Sheen,
Susan Sarandon and Woody Harrelson to go back to the kindergarten
sandbox where they belong, perhaps even the island where Tom Hanks
was stranded, forced to make friends with a volleyball. Because, these
members of Tinseltown’s Left-
Wing Mafia have gone too far in
their strong-arming of voters
against California Gubernatorial
hopeful Arnold Schwarzenegger.

Indeed, the
battle lines have
been drawn be-
tween political
parties since the
dawn of time, but
this popularity
contest continu-
ously waged by
stars like Rob
Reiner and
Barbra Streisand
resembles a race
for fifth grade
student council
president. Of course the issues impacting “the people”
are weightier, but the tactics pitched against the more
unpopular candidate have become just as dirty as a
school cafeteria after a food fight.

Cybill Shepherd, who has claimed that her per-
sonal ties date as far back as Moses…I mean, Elvis,
has threatened that Schwarzenegger has enough skel-
etons in his closet to scare the daylights out of Freddy
Krueger himself. It’s a past that, she asserts, wouldn’t
paint a halo on the body-builder politician’s head. I
would like to know who doesn’t have a past worth

fretting over. Is she squeaky clean? Is that why her name isn’t on the
ballot?

In fact, every celebrity who has stacked the odds and campaigned
bitterly against him has a past worth dragging through the mire. One
round of “Word Association” proves my point. Woody Harrelson=pot
planter and hemp activist; Carrie Fisher=rehab for nearly every sub-
stance abuse; Rob Reiner=once a meathead…. I suppose it all goes
back to the “all talk and no action” theory, in which stars like to talk
about politics and issues irking them, but few have the backbone to

jump into the race and make a
difference.

Reportedly, even Rob Lowe,
who has cleaned up his act (re-
member the videotape sex scan-
dal from the 80s), and once cam-
paigned for Presidential candi-
date Democrat  Michael
Dukakis, has the courage to dust
off  his  past  and help
Schwarzenegger with his cam-
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By KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Each
year, the County of Union De-
partment of Cultural and Heri-
tage sponsors an art exhibit
showcasing the work of county
employees and their relatives.
When Scotch Plains resident

Barbara Baldasarre attended last
year’s exhibition, she was in-
trigued.

Impressed by the artwork done
by other local artists, Baldasarre
decided to enter the contest her-
self. After a recent trip to Italy,
she entered two of her favorite
photos into the contest and this
year, she was the recipient of a
scholarship and won honorable
mention for her photograph,
“The Ghetto of Pitigliano.”

Baldasarre was fascinated by
the architecture and way of life
in the small towns and villages
of Tuscany, and she tried to cap-
ture the feelings she experienced
when she saw the various
townscapes for the first time.
The atmosphere of some of these
small towns amazed her, as they
were unlike anything she had
ever seen before.

Admittedly an amateur pho-
tographer, Baldasarre is a full-
time employee at Runnell’s Spe-
cialized Hospital in Berkeley
Heights. She has spent the last
seven years at Runnell’s, having
moved from the Administrative
Director of Nursing to the Di-
rector of Professional and Sup-
port Services.

A registered nurse, she holds
a Bachelor of Science in Nurs-
ing and a Master of Science
Degree in Health Services Ad-
ministration.

Married to Constant
Baldasarre, a Scotch Plains resi-
dent for 35 years, she has lived
in New Jersey since 1965.

Working full-time seemingly
would not allow much time to
pursue her passion for photog-
raphy, but she always manages
to find a moment to capture the
things that she admires on film.

Baldasarre likes to photo-
graph nature and whatever ap-
pears unusual or beautiful to
her. This includes flowers,
rocks, landscapes and the deer
in her backyard as they eat her
shrubs. Architecture also ap-
peals to her and she often snaps
photos of buildings that inter-
est her.

A true artist, she enjoys all
aspects of creativity. Dancing,
music and all forms of fine art
are passions of hers. Most of all,
she told The Westfield Leader
and The Times, that she simply
loves people.

The scholarship that she re-
ceived will enable her to attend
classes at the New Jersey Center
for Visual Arts in Summit. She
hopes to use the grant to im-
prove her technical skills in re-
lation to photography.

Baldasarre said that she espe-
cially appreciates the encour-
agement and support provided
by the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders, reporting
that they sponsor truly encour-
age employees of the county to
appreciate the arts.

There is no question that she
will continue to use her creativ-
ity and her love for humanity to
capture magnificent slices of life
on film.
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By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — An hour
before the service to honor Manya
Ungar, Louise Anderson sat in the
car waiting for the doors to open.

“At the memorial service in July,”
she said, “it was mobbed, so we
decided to come early.”

The “we” included her husband,
Sheldon, who had Ungar’s support
for three terms of his running for the
school board. They were there to pay
their respects to someone they con-
sidered “a wonderfully talented, giv-
ing human being.”

It had all the earmarks of a high
school reunion: people traveled for

hours to get there — from Delaware,
Pennsylvania, New York and beyond.
They pulled out their wallets to show
former classmates pictures of their
children.

Someone had an old yearbook.
The reminiscing registered a loud
decibel. A dog-eared photo album of
Polaroids caused chuckles and red
cheeks. Many of these people as-
sembled to honor a woman who was
one of their directors of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood summer musical
theater program.

Gathered in a side room of the
appropriately named “Manya Ungar
Auditorium” of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS), a
special collection of mourners came
together, rehearsed in the afternoon,
and just like on many a warm sum-
mer night of years ago, performed on
stage, this time to honor Ungar.

The memorial service for the
Scotch Plains resident and consum-
mate volunteer lasted over two hours
and was overflowing with laughter,
fun, poignancy and memories.

Judy Cole, co-director of the sum-
mer musical theater program and
longtime friend, acted as co-mistress
of ceremonies, along with Manya’s
husband, “Skip,” and her son,
Michael, who helped organize the
event.

After a number of solos, speakers
and ensemble presentations, Cole
related one story that she recalled
vividly.

“I remember one summer, down
the aisle of the auditorium walked
this little boy who said he wanted to
play the piano for our summer show.
He amazed us with how he could
play,” said Cole.

She went on to explain that she
was very proud of that little boy,
Marc Shaiman, who had grown up to
be the recent recipient of a Tony
Award for writing the music to the
Broadway musical, Hairspray.

Shaiman got up and did an irrever-
ent piece he wrote for Bette Midler
with an explanation.  “This piece has
nothing to do whatsoever with
Manya; it’s all about me,” he quipped
and proceeded to belt out a hilarious
number called, “Fat as I Am.”

“Manya and Judy Cole helped to
shape young kids’ lives,” he said.

“It was the summer between sixth
and seventh grade,” he explained af-
ter the service, “that I asked to audi-
tion to play the show which was The
Sound of Music. I really didn’t have
any outlet for my talent until then. I
just took piano lessons.”

Shaiman played and sang “Some-
thing Good” from the movie version
of Sound of Music, and then accom-
panied a vocal ensemble of 17 voices
to the musical’s title song.

Yes, there were the talented pro-

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
I REMEMBER MANYA…Tony Award winner Marc Shaiman remembers
Manya Ungar at the memorial service. “Manya and Judy Cole helped to shape
kids’ lives,” he said.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MUSICAL TRIBUTE…Charles Hausheer, center, croons “If I Had My
Druthers” with Fred Bonner, Michael Ungar, Cynthia Sayer on banjo and the
rest of the ensemble. Songs were presented from the various musicals Ungar and
Judy Cole directed and produced in the 10 years they ran the summer musical
theater group in Scotch Plains.

“The Ghetto of Pitigliano” by
Barbara Baldasarre.

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Tell any red-
blooded American kid that they can
make their own pizza and dip plates
full of goodies in rich chocolate and,
chances are, they will flock to wher-
ever it is happening.

For children with spinal cord in-
juries, partial paralysis and ortho-
pedic and brain injuries, who hope
to reenter the outside world with
independence, it might be a daunt-
ing task.

This Tuesday afternoon at Classic
Thyme Cooking School in Westfield,
young patients from Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital (CSH) confronted
this very challenge as part of the
hospital’s Community Reintegration
Program.

Making the transition from a hos-
pital existence to life on their own,
the patients leave the CSH campus
by bus to participate in “road trips”
such as Tuesday’s in order to polish
practical life skills.

The two-hour cooking class at Clas-
sic Thyme began with a reminder by
Owner David Martone of the impor-
tance of cleanliness in the kitchen
prior to food preparation. Martone
squirted hand cleaner on each
patient’s cupped hands and distrib-

uted paper towels for drying.
“Before we make our pizzas,

we’re going to do some chocolate
dipping,” he told them, demonstrat-
ing the role of a double boiler,
which is used to melt the choco-
late. Cameras placed near the cook-
ing station transferred the images
of Martone’s cooking to two large
televisions overhead for students
who couldn’t see that far.

A pot of melted chocolate was
passed down a long table where the
patients waited, followed by a parch-
ment paper-covered cooling tray
where goodies like strawberries, Oreo
cookies, pretzels and marshmallows
smothered in chocolate would have
their chance to cool.

With the aid of physical therapists,
nurses, and occupational therapists,
patients were hoisted from their
chairs and steadied to reach the
chocolate pot.

One therapist placed the food on
individual forks, allowing the pa-
tient to grasp the end of the utensil
before dipping. Other patients used
their hands, holding the caps of
strawberries or the edges of the
cookies.

“You can’t lick your fingers until
you’re all done,” instructed

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DOUBLE-DIPPING…Children’s Specialized Hospital patients are assisted by
physical therapists in creating delectable chocolate-covered treats during their
trip to Classic Thyme Cooking School in Westfield.


