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CSH Patients Spice Things Up
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Craft Projects, Books, and Patterns

For All the Year ‘Round

Get
Outta
The

House

The Arts & Entertainment section of The Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood brings readers exclusive profiles about residents with

exceptional creative talent, critiques on productions by local theater groups,
reviews of concerts by area musicians, and art show coverage.  Every week,

editorial columns address the latest issues facing our community, which is rich in
culture, while mothers and young readers turn to the Book Nook column to

learn about literature to fill their libraries and expand their minds.  As a member
of our area’s creative community, your advertisements would be widely noticed

by a readership of tens of thousands both in print and on the Internet.

For Additional Information call:
The Westfield Leader & Times of Scotch Plains Advertising / Marketing Department

908-232-4407  •  or email sales@goleader.com / ae@goleader.com

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Take the kids for a different
kind of adventure, weekends
through November 2, at
Wightman’s Farms in
Morristown. It’s not too far to
schlep the entire carload to
Maize Quest, The Cornfield
Maze Adventure, for a romp
through a multi-field, life-sized
maze of paths. It’s fun, it’s only
$7 a ticket, and it’s also a pick-
your-own farm. Wightman’s is
located at 1111 Mount Kemble
Road. Visit
www.CornMaze.com or phone
(973) 425-9819 for information.
It’s the season for apples and
peaches. I smell pie.

*  *  *  *  *
Also not too far for a day trip,

Waterloo Village is holding a
Scandinavian Festival on Sun-
day, August 31. The village is
open from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. It is
$12 to get in, and an additional
$5 for parking. If you can get to
Route 80, follow it to Exit 25
and follow the signs. You’ll gain
a little taste of the Nordic cul-
ture, with food, music, dancing,
crafts, re-enactments, demon-
strations, and Vikings. Yes, Vi-
kings.

*  *  *  *  *
The Washington Square Out-

door Art Exhibit takes place all
weekend, on LaGuardia Place
between Bleecker and East 4th
Streets, University Place be-
tween East 3rd and East 12th
Streets, and a couple of adjacent
side streets along the way. This
is a quality juried show, not a
place to pick up cheap repro-
ductions for the office or spare
room. Artists are around between
noon and 6 p.m., and the show
includes a full range of artistic
styles. If you miss it, it will be
repeated next weekend as well.
You already know how to get
there, but information is avail-
able by calling (212) 982-6255.

*  *  *  *  *
If you love the modern move-

ment of taking everything to the
extreme, check out Extreme
Landscape, and exhibition at
the Hunterdon Museum of Art
in Clinton. It’s title is derived
from the array of photographs,
sculpture, and paintings, some
created by New Jersey artists,
that capture some unusual and
often spectacular views and im-
pressions of landscapes on the
“outer fringe.” While you are
there, see Jewelry Beyond Jew-
elry for a look at five artists and
their unusual yet beautiful cre-
ations. The museum is easy to
find from Routes 78 and 22, and
the museum is at 7 Lower Cen-
ter Street in the heart of this
charming town.

*  *  *  *  *
Long Branch’s Beachfest, on

August 31, from 2 to 10 p.m.,
will feature blues and jazz art-
ists Big Ed and the Dixie Cats,
Soul Searchers, Full Circle, and
Doug Munro. It’s happening at
the West End Park, and it’s free.
Along the boardwalk you can
also enjoy artists, craft vendors,
and a variety of food. It’s the last
official “shore” weekend, so get
there.
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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Broken dishes and shards of col-
ored glass normally find themselves
swept into dustpans and discarded
without an afterthought. Yet, trash
can be converted to household art
through the timeless, yet rediscov-
ered art of glass crafts and mosaics.

Craft supply
stores around the
area have stocked
up on bags of mo-
saic tiles and
glass pieces, mo-
saic stepping
stone molds, and
clear glass ob-
jects, which serve
as blank can-
vasses just wait-
ing for embel-
lishment. Yet,
while there are so
many supplies for
sale, the ideas for
using them might be sparse.

Marthe Le Van’s “Simple Glass
Crafts” (Lark Books) fills that void
by providing pages bursting with
three dozen project ideas. Some are
ideal for the beginner, yet others are
challenging enough to dare the most
experienced glass artisan.

The most elaborate project, which
just might become the cen-
terpiece of the living room,
includes instructions for a
stunning 36-inch table
swirled in mahogany glass
paint and is lastly textured
with a crackle medium. Be-
fore being placed atop its
contemporary base, the table
is also adorned with playful
swirls using a pencil eraser.

Le Van’s volume also out-
lines instructions for a deep
green and white glass pic-
ture frame by designer Diana
Light in Pop Art style, which
could be constructed with
simulated lead lines and
tubes of glass paint. The pre-
cut lead lines and paints are
available in any craft supply
store. The top brand is Plaid’s
Gallery Glass.

“Simple Glass Crafts” also
reveals techniques for glass
etching for the creation of a
Bamboo Coasters project, as
well as a pair of festive champagne
glasses etched with floating bubbles.

Finally, sparkling pieces of geo-
metric-cut stained glass dangle from
designer Jennifer Mitchell’s mo-
bile project. Using real stained glass
instead of transparent paints, each
ornament in the mobile requires
intricate assembly and offers a wel-
come venture for crafters soaring
beyond the beginner level.

In fact, Le Van’s book, which is one
of many glass craft volumes acquired
by The Westfield Leader and The
Times, is the most thorough tome
because it dares crafters at every level.
The projects, which vary in decora-
tive purpose, are always classy, inte-
grating countless mediums one would
otherwise never pair with glass craft-
ing. Yet, more importantly, every nec-
essary ingredient, directive and safety
measure is explained by the author to
ensure optimum results.

In a related genre, glass and ceramic
tiles also produce appealing results
through mosaic crafting. Stores like
Pier 1 are full of lamps embellished by
shards of colored glass, pieced hap-
hazardly and joined by grout. But,
why buy it when you can make it?

The extensive history of mosaics
is pieced together in “The Art of
Mosaics” by Joaquim Chavarria
(Watson-Gupthill Publications).
From the temples in ancient
Mesopotamia, to the mosques of
eighth-century Damascus, to be-
speckled benches in Barcelona.
While the art’s history might seem
like a dull prelude to this book of
projects, it only adds to the crafter’s
appreciation of the painstaking art.

Though Chavarria’s book can of-

ten read like an encyclopedia of
materials, cutting techniques, tools
and methods, the projects are ever-
challenging and not recommended
for the first-time mosaic maker.
Elaborate in scope, yet often con-
fusing, anyone picking up this vol-
ume should be qualified beyond the
beginner level.

Help is on the way, however, for
the novice in “Making Bits and
Pieces Mosaics” by Marlene Hurley
Marshall (Storey Books). Here is
where those broken dish pieces come
in handy. Surprisingly, what used to
grace your dinner table will become
part of your garden and the envy of

neighbors.
Historical examples of

mosaics are presented in
this book, with photos of a
mosaic-covered home (now
a tourist attraction) in
Chatres, France called
“Maison Picassiette,” as
well as the kaleidoscopic
Watts Towers in Los Ange-
les.

However, Marshall
draws the crafter in Chap-
ter Two’s tips on how to
collect the shards of bro-
ken dishes, figurines,
marbles, glass and buttons
for future incorporation into

projects. The crafter then begins to

explore instructions for revamping
blank vases, planters, lamp bases,
mailboxes, bowls, umbrella stands,
mirror frames and fireplaces. Even
birdbaths, watering cans, stepping
stones and garden tables get their
moment in the spotlight.

A word of caution. If you don’t feel
safe breaking china and creating your
own shards for the glass craft projects,
craft supply stores carry bags of pat-
terned china in all shapes, as well as
tubs of grout and large and small
cobbles of glass and meshed bags of
marbles with flat sides and raised tops.

Although its history is rich, stained
glass and mosaic crafting are not just
for Tiffany lamps and church win-
dows. All it takes is an open imagina-
tion, determination and a love for
piecing things back together once
they have been broken.

SENSATIONAL CENTERPIECE...Using glass paints
and crackle medium, this 36-inch table was transformed.

Photo Courtesy of Lark Books

GOING TO PIECES...A portrait is painstak-
ingly constructed from tiny pieces of tile in
“The Art of Mosaics.”

Photo Courtesy of Watson-Gupthill Publications

STEP BY STEP...The instructions for the mo-
saic stepping stones, pictured above, are  avail-
able in “Making Bits and Pieces Mosaics.”

Photo Courtesy of Storey Books
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Pen & Ink
paign. At least he has the nerve
to put his backbone where his
mouth is.

Hollywood is shaking in its
diamond-encrusted calfskin
leather Ferragamo boots. Even
though Schwarzenegger, the no-
torious Mr. Maria Shriver
(Kennedy) leans to the left more
than conservative Republicans
would hope, he still poses a threat
to free-wheelin’ Tinseltown. He
might pull the reigns on some of
the filth. God forbid. He might
find himself sleepin’ with da
fishes.

Parents Against CSI’s CadaverParents Against CSI’s CadaverParents Against CSI’s CadaverParents Against CSI’s CadaverParents Against CSI’s Cadaver
Content Aren’t Bunch of StiffsContent Aren’t Bunch of StiffsContent Aren’t Bunch of StiffsContent Aren’t Bunch of StiffsContent Aren’t Bunch of Stiffs
By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“We found a head in a paint bucket once.” It’s not something you want
to hear at 9 p.m. Suddenly, that bologna sandwich waiting for you on
your TV tray isn’t so appetizing.
Moreover, you certainly do not
want your kids to hear lines like
this (which comes from CBS’
“CSI”) because you know you’ll
find yourself sitting on the edge of
your child’s bed explaining, “It
was just a bad dream. There are no
heads in those paint buckets in the
garage.”

Within their right to express
themselves, the Parents Television
Council (PTC) has elected CSI as
one of the anti-family programs
coming to our living rooms.

“CSI” on CBS - the biggest offender?

Though viewing cadavers in a re-
cent episode made my stomach
feel like I got off the Tilt-A-Whirl,
I have to take issue with the PTC
because CSI isn’t the worst thing
on television at 9 p.m. How’s that
for a lot of acronyms?

In fact, I dare the PTC to take
a closer look at the gory content
in programs aired even earlier.
This fall, at 8 p.m. on Tuesdays,
CBS will premiere “Navy CIS,”
another whodunit sure to include
its share of corpses and missing
body parts. Thursdays at the
same time, the network will of-
fer “Survivor: Panama,” which
promises even more gruesome
dares and pranks that the previ-
ous series. The 8 p.m. timeslot
on CBS will give viewers more
visual gore with “Cold Case,” sure
to include peeks of those whose
blood has run cold.

The violence and police brutal-
ity that often bombards audiences
during “Cops” episodes on FOX
air at 8 p.m. on Saturdays and let
us not forget the same timeslot on
Mondays includes the “Fear Fac-
tor” (NBC) challenges. If the PTC
doesn’t consider these dares,
which have included the Taran-
tula Torture Chamber and the “Fear
Factor Spaghetti” of worms and
meatballs made of coagulated
blood, gruesome and offensive to
the family, then they have their
heads stuck in the paint bucket.
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WESTFIELD – The Choral
Art Society of New Jersey has
announced that rehearsals will
be held for all voice parts on
Tuesdays from 8 to 10 p.m.,
September to May, in the choir
room at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield.

The season’s first rehearsal
will be September 2, with reg-
istration and music purchase
beginning at 7:30 p.m. Singers
interested in joining are invited
to attend a rehearsal and meet
with James Little, Musical Di-
rector.

On Friday, December 12, the
ensemble will host its annual
Messiah Sing at 8 p.m. at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. On Saturday, Janu-
ary 1, 2004, the orchestra and
guest soloists will perform
Haydn’s “Mass in Time of War”
and motets by Bruckner, and the
Durufle Requiem and “Sinfonia
Sacra” will be performed on Sat-
urday, May 8, 2004.

The January and May con-
certs will be held at The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield.

fessionals like Shaiman, and Cynthia
Sayers who sang and played her
banjo, which she normally does with
the Woody Allen Jazz Ensemble ev-
ery Monday night at the Carlyle Hotel
in New York City.

However, it doesn’t take Tony
Award winners or professional musi-
cians to mark Ungar’s contributions.
Her legacy lies in the schoolteach-
ers, the clerks or construction work-
ers whose lives were brightened and
enlivened with memories of being in
a summer musical when they were in
junior or senior high school.

“I had never worn
make-up until I was
in the first show,”
confessed Nancy
Kohlenberger. Al-
though the lure of
greasepaint never
fully ensnared her,
she uses her first so-
prano gift as a regu-
lar in the choir loft
of the Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church.

Ungar’s legacy lies
in the fact that people
got up on Sunday,
August 24, and performed from the
heart. The Fanwood and Scotch Plains
Mayor Martin Marks and Fanwood
Mayor Louis Jung, not known for
their musical abilities, dared to get up
in front of the audience to half sing —
half talk a song about the duties of
mayors from a show Manya and Skip
wrote 40-some years ago.

Her legacy is in the fact that Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
President Lance Porter didn’t flinch
when asked to play the silent, bashful
beau while Loretta Soriano
Napalatano sang to him, “Will I Ever?”
That’s a legacy of friendship that gives
of self to remember someone.

When asked what Porter remem-
bered most about Ungar, he said with
a smile, “She was the director of my
senior play.” He added that it was
extra special for him to be able to
serve on the school board later when
Manya would come to the board with
little spoonfuls of advice as a former
PTA president on the local, state and

national levels.
Other personal friends and associ-

ates delivered remarks: former Gov-
ernor Donald DiFrancesco, Superin-
tendent of Schools Dr. Carol Choye,
and former State Senator Jack Ewing.

When speaker Chery Louden Kuban
reminisced on stage she said, “This
(memorial event) reminds me of The
Big Chill…Marc (Shaiman) was a
very big part of the summer work-
shops. We laughed, cried and grew in
them.” The family aspect of the the-
ater was shared more than once.

And Ungar’s family was on stage
that day to signal her
legacy of talented
sons and a grandson
who love to make
music.

What more of a
legacy could one
leave than a reputa-
tion of being an advo-
cate for children, a
champion for
volunteerism, and a
supporter of a gen-
eration of adolescents
who found them-
selves with an outlet

for their talents, dreams and abilities?
The life of former student Gerry

Hausheer, who sang “My Best Girl” in
the tribute, epitomized the legacy best.

“I am now doing what Judy Cole and
Manya did all those years ago for me in
the 70s,” he said. He was in both Gypsy
and Mame when he was young. Now,
he is a junior high school teacher in
Newark, Del., who runs a theater group,
Repertoire Theater, in the summers.
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Dignitaries Remember Ungar

Manya Ungar
“unique, magical & entertaining!

…for film buffs of all ages.” –star ledger

CHUCK ROSE’S

“AMELIE” DIRECTOR JEAN-PIERRE JEUNET & CHUCK ROSE

STARS &

DIRECTORS
& WRITERS & PRODUCERS

MEET
THE

12 WEEKS OF
PRIVATE SCREENINGS &

COMPELLING INTERVIEWS
preview THE OSCAR CONTENDERS before anyone

LOEWS MOUNTAINSIDE & LOEWS MONMOUTH MALL
6 WEEKS $131 OR 12 WEEKS $249 - $20 REG. FEE

FOR FREE BROCHURE OR TO REGISTER CALL:

1-800-531-9416

Experience The Best Of Sundance, Cannes,

Toronto & Telluride Without A Press Pass

Martone.
“Is there anyone here who doesn’t

like chocolate?” he asked, searching
the room with a smile. “I didn’t think
so.”

As pizza dough was placed and
distributed on parchment for the
preparation of the next food favor-
ite, the chocolate treats were set
aside for cooling, which would be
completed by the time the pizzas
were completed.

When asked about what she learned
from the cooking experience, patient
Kristyn Merola shared, “I learned
how to be more independent around
my own house.”

CSH expects that the road trips
will help patients relearn money
management skills, how to partici-
pate in and communicate within a
group comprised of staff and peers,
hone short-term memory, organiza-
tion, problem-solving and sequenc-
ing skills, and obtain practical tools
for basic living.

Fred Lecomte for The Leader/The Times
WATCH OUT, WILLY
WONKA…Patient Kristyn Merola,
left, said she learned some skills about
independence during her visit to the
kitchen.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALL HANDS ON DECK…Classic Thyme Owner, David Martone, far right,
maintains a melted pot of chocolate as one patient (with the prettiest manicured
nails) makes an Oreo even yummier.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A DELICIOUS DAY...Classic Thyme Owner David Martone and a physical
therapist from Children’s Specialized Hospital oversee the mouth-watering
process.


