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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Shady Lane Heads for Finals,
Edge Watson Men in 7th, 6-5

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

St. Anne Unloads the ‘Metal’,
Ambushes James Gang, 15-7

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Balestriere. “I could have, but I don’t
think so.”

Mayor Marty Marks cracked a two-
run homer in the third inning and Pat
Enright went 3-for-3 with a two-run
homer, an RBI triple and a double.
Although not hitting a homer, Kevin
Woodring went 4-for-4, including a
double, and scored three times.

The James Gang was not exactly
firing pellets as it popped out 13 hits.
Gangster John Gordon ripped a
double and two singles, scored a run
and had an RBI. Gerry Spitzer singled
twice, scored twice and added an
RBI. Bob Brennan, Tony Perconte
and Larry Szenyi each tapped two
singles and scored once. Glenn Walz
contributed a single and two RBI.

The Gang was riddled with, at
least, six errors but did make a few
fine defensive plays. Pitcher Frank
Chupko demonstrated his dancing
ability while grabbing a grounder
and wheeling around to throw out the
runner heading to first. Gordon made
a fine catch in leftfield and Walz
made a circus, knee-sliding snag in
center.

Anne demonstrated its defensive
prowess with three double plays (DP).
With a runner on first, first baseman
Dennis Hercel grabbed a line drive
and adroitly tagged first for a DP in
the first inning. Third baseman Stan
Lesniewski pulled off a 5-4-3 DP in
the fourth and followed in the fifth by

scooping a grounder, stepping on third
and firing to first for the next DP.

Fielding only a nine-man team,
the Gang scored three runs on five
hits in the top of the first when
Perconte, Hoelzel and Spitzer
trampled the plate. Anne answered
with two runs when Woodring and
Balestriere danced across the plate.

In the second, Anne took a 4-3
lead. Mike Camfield, who finished
with two singles, and Lesniewski
scored. Highlighted by Balestriere’s
triple, Marks’ homer and Terry
Gallagher’s RBI single, St. Anne
added four runs in the third.

Gangster Szenyi hobbled a single
to left and scored on a double play in
the fourth and Anne’s Al Rezza scored
on the bottom of the inning. Gang
member Spitzer singled in the fifth
and scored on Walz’s grounder to
short but St. Anne erupted with six
runs in the bottom of the inning
highlighted by Balestriere’s and
Enright’s homers and Woodring’s
double.

The James Gang added their final
run in the seventh when Gordon
doubled and scored on Jim Steger’s
single to right.

“We must win the next two! We
play the No. 2 and No. 3 teams, so we
can determine our destiny,” said
Hoelzel.
St. James 300 111 1 7
St. Anne 224 160 x 15

Jailers Sting Westfield PD 2
In UC Police Playoffs, 9-5
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“We gave up four runs on errors,”
said team captain Kasko. “The one
ball was an infield fly. Our pitcher
went for it and unfortunately
misplayed it, so right there you gave
up two runs. Then, there were two
more errors somewhere in the game.
If we would of held those down, we
would have been all right, but you
have to take the bad with the good.
We also came up a little short on hits.
We made the playoffs, played the
best team in the division and we held
our own.”

The Jailers scored two runs in the
first when Huss singled and Baird
tapped an RBI single and later
zoomed home to score on a mis-
handled relay. Westfield 2 quickly
evened the score in the bottom of the
inning, highlighted by Jeff Battiloro’s
single to center.

The Jail scored a run in the second
on Tom Taylor’s RBI sacrifice, then
broke the game wide open in the
third when they handcuffed three
singles together and scored two runs
off the swinging baton of Mike
Lonergan. An infield miscue by
Westfield Blue, an RBI sacrifice by
Paul Stulpin and a run-scoring single
gave the Jail a hefty 7-2 lead.

The smoke cleared in the fifth
after Kasko had summoned his team
and said, “The pitches have been
coming in high. Step back and let the
ball come to you. You’re playing

good ‘D’, so lets hit singles and score
one at a time.”

Kasko’s boys found their weapons
and rallied with three runs. Earl and
Baron Chambliss cracked back-to-
back singles and Kasko scorched the
first pitch to rightfield for an RBI
double. Ed Wagner spanked an RBI
sacrifice fly and Kasko skidded across
the plate for a score on an overthrow
to tighten the contest at 7-5.

In the sixth, Lipshitz made a fine
shoe-top snag for the first out. Jailer
Julio Alfonso then stepped up and
ripped a double, Taylor singled and
Huss whacked a sacrifice. Baird
cracked a run-scoring single to give
Elizabeth a 9-5 lead.

Given a last opportunity to victory,
a chant of, “We’ve done this before,
so let’s do it,” rang out of the bench.

With one down, Kasko fired a
single and Beaton rocked a double
with two down. Jailer Huss slammed
the door with a running snag to final-
ize the contest.

“We’re looking forward to next
year,” concluded Kasko. “The name
of the game is that we come out here
and play each week. I’m happy to
have a team out here playing and we
held our own. We were second seed,
finished second in our division, so,
I’m happy. Win or lose, we still have
a good time.”
UC Correctional 214 002 0 9
Westfield 2 200 030 0 5

The Watson boys got dazzling de-
fensive performances from third
baseman Chris Schwartzenbeck, who
also led offensively by banging two
singles, a double and scoring two
runs. Rangy Matt DeMasi made sev-
eral heads-up snags behind the plate.

“We haven’t played this good ball
ever,” said Shady Lane captain John
Cholankeril. “We were excited to go
into the final game and played a
great team. We came in here deter-
mined. Every guy on this team came
completely serious focusing on hit-
ting and defense.”

Watson scored a run in the second
inning when DeMasi hammered a
solo homer to deep center. Shady
Lane quickly retaliated and tied the
game when Cerchio mangled the
ball to remote left.

Watson scored a run in the fifth
when Brian Ciemniecki ripped a
single over short and alertly zoomed
home head first on Schwartzenbeck’s
single. The sun glowed on Shady
Lane in the fifth when they glittered
with three runs. Cerchio powered a
double to left, Forte worked a walk
and Herbert yanked a two-run single
down the first baseline and later scam-
pered home on an errant throw.

Watson posted a run in the top of
the sixth when Rob McCullum
singled, cruised to second on a mis-
handled relay and scored on Kolody’s

RBI single.
Down by one in the seventh, the

“Glory Boys” rallied to perpetuate
their season. Mike Jascow and Mike
Fry tapped back-to-back singles and
Ciemniecki cracked an RBI single.
Schwartzenbeck stepped up and
smacked and RBI double to give
Watson a 5-4 lead.

In the exciting finale, Cerchio re-
ceived a free pass and Forte pum-
meled an RBI liner to center, knot-
ting the contest. With two down,
Watson intentionally walked Herbert
to get to Al Betau.

“They want you, Al! They want
you!” sang the Shady Lane choir.
Betau dug in and plunged the win-
ning run to right.

“I know what I’m doing when I get
up to bat,” explained Betau. “I’m
always looking for a particular pitch.
He happened to give it to me on the
first one and I wasn’t going to let it go
by. No emotion when I got up to bat,
afterwards, yes, plenty.”

In attendance were Phyllis and
Dick. “They come to every game
played on this field, rain or shine.
They are loyal league fans, not any
particular team, and have been com-
ing year and years. We love having
them around and we appreciate them
very much,” expressed Betau.
Watson 010 011 2 5
Shady Lane 010 030 2 6

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SAFE AT SECOND BASE…St. Anne slugger Pat Enright pulls up at second
base before James Gang second baseman Jim Hoelzel can make a tag. Shortstop
Gerry Spitzer looks on.

Horace R.. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEGINNING THE FALL SEASON…The Union Rugby Mudturtles, left, and
the Village Lions battle for possession of a throw in during a game at Unami
Field in Garwood on the Westfield border on August 23.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THERE’S GATTA BE A BETTER WAY…Shady Lane Lou Cerchio, sliding
home, unraveled the Watson “Glory Boys” defense with a double play, then
offensively, hammered a homer in the second inning.
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Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Westfield $1,250,000 Westfield                                                   $485,000

Scotch Plains $274,900 Mountainside                                            $659,900 Fanwood                                                   $639,900

New 5 bedroom colonial on cul-de-sac in Indian Forest area.  Family
room with fireplace, den, 3 full baths, 3 car garage.  WSF2695

Pristine split with 2 story addition.  Open floor plan, 3/4 bedrooms, 2
full baths.  Great neighborhood, near park.  WSF2646

Stunning quality colonial to be built in new cul-de-sac neighborhood.
Every amenity.  9’ ceilings, 2 story foyer & more.  WSF2079

Affordably priced split level in move-in condition.  3 bedrooms, 2 baths,
hardwood floors, cac, deck, patio & more.  WSF2310

Spectacular renovated colonial.  2 story entry, 4 bedrooms, 4 baths,
gourmet kitchen with center isle +++, library, fireplace.  WSF2466

Charm & grace abounds in this fabulous 14 room colonial.  3 fire-
places, leaded windows, hardwood floors & more.  WSF2053

Scotch Plains                                            $799,900


