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Mary Alyce Torphy for The Westfield Leader
THANK YOU NEW JERSEY...Two hundred and fifty children of the Casa Guatemala Orphanage send their heartfelt
thanks to the people of this area for giving them a Christmas in July. Over 500 pounds of medical and school supplies were
delivered to them in July from generous, local donations. See letter on Page 4.

‘Latent Defects’ Begin To Surface in
Project For Beechwood School

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Patrick Connor for The Westfield Leader
THE EXPRESSIONS SAY IT ALL…Westfield Town Councilmen Larry Goldman, far left, and Andy Skibitsky listen to public opinion regarding parking decks
in town. Pictured, center, residents react to the situation with some solemnity, while Mayor Gregory McDermott, far right, looks on.

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

During Tuesday evening’s meet-
ing of the Mountainside Board of
Education, Board President Peter
Goggi reported that, “We are in a
state of flux,” with regard to the
Beechwood School project.

Problems that have become appar-
ent, classified as “latent defects” by
the school board and contractor Paul
Otto, are beginning to surface as
work progresses on the school. “La-
tent defects” refers to any problem
arising that was not apparent by vi-
sual inspections by those who bid on
the job.

Mr. Otto of Paul Otto Construction
Corporation was in attendance to
answer any questions concerning the
project.

He stated, “The project will be
completed by the completion date,
but not by the desired date.” Mr. Otto
added that, “enormous progress has
been made on the repair of the roof,”
stating that, “only two drips were
apparent,” Tuesday afternoon as huge
amounts of rainfall fell.

The extent of mold found in the
building was unanticipated by Mr.
Otto and his crew. The source of the
mold has been identified and the pro-
cess of eliminating it is underway.

Once electricity is turned on in the
school, the dehumidification can be-
gin in order to arrest the growth of the
mold. Containment barriers will be
erected and the water will be sucked
out of the building. Any contami-
nated material will be disposed of in
accordance with the law, and the build-
ing will be sprayed to eliminate any
re-growth.

In addition, when the mold is elimi-
nated, the replacement of the roof top
ductwork will begin. Mechanical re-
pairs of the roof will begin this week.

Explaining that a contingency plan
will be effect on the first day of
school, Mr. Goggi stated, “It is un-

likely that the school will be com-
pleted by September 4.”

Chief School Administrator Dr.
Gerard Schaller assured those in atten-
dance that every student will have a
classroom, a desk, chair, and a teacher,
as well as all relevant supplies.

A migration plan is being formu-
lated in order to provide a smooth
transition from Deerfield to Beechwood
when the school is finally complete so
that faculty, staff and students experi-
ence the least amount of disruption in
the transition. Students can expect bus
and classroom assignments the third
week of August.

Mr. Goggi will be mailing an up-
date on the Beechwood School project
to residents in order to keep them
informed on the progress of the school.
He had hoped to alleviate the neces-
sity of a letter by scheduling Channel
35 to televise the meeting on Tuesday
night, but the local station did not
show up claiming they had no knowl-
edge they were to cover the meeting.

Public pressure to have all
Mountainside Board of Education
meetings televised led to the deci-
sion to schedule a film crew.

Dave Rubin, Counsel for the Board,
briefly discussed the litigation be-
tween Hartford Bonding Company

Deck Developer Tackles
Council, Citizens’ Queries

By STEVE KRAKAUER and
MICHAEL POLLACK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A lengthy discussion on the pro-
posed parking decks took center stage
at Tuesday’s meeting of the Westfield
Town Council. An ardent audience
packed Council Chambers, search-
ing for answers from Bob Powell,
Principal of the development firm
HKT Nassau Associates, and the
council.

Following the public portion of
the meeting, the council passed a
resolution authorizing the mayor and
Town Clerk to execute a Letter Agree-
ment with HKT Nassau Associates.

The council explained that this reso-
lution means Westfield will “com-
mence preparation of the design plan
for the parking deck.”

As the council and HKT Nassau
prepared to begin mulling design
options for the two deck sites, many
residents spoke Tuesday of their dis-
pleasure with the project as a whole.

“Do we want to think of Westfield
as a small town or what is sometimes
called a ‘Mega-burb’ like Los Ange-
les?” asked one resident.

Donna Perch of Carleton Road
expressed other concerns.

“I think whether there are low-,
middle- or high-income apartments
in the decks, we’re going to have
more kids, more cars or both,” she
said.

Mr. Powell informed the public of
the impending traffic study to begin
in early September.

Edwards and Kelsey, a firm cur-
rently working with the New Jersey
Department of Transportation to al-
leviate traffic problems with the South
Avenue circle, will conduct the traf-
fic study for the two proposed deck
sites.

Traffic matters have been a con-
stant point of discussion for citizens
during town meetings of the past
month, as well as the height of the
proposed deck. Mr. Powell said that
HKT Nassau is currently awaiting
the geo-technical results of a study to
determine how far under the earth
the deck can go, possibly alleviating
some of the upper-level floors.

Some residents felt that before
decks are considered, traffic issues
should be eased.

“The question we have to ask is
whether the parking problem is big-
ger than the traffic problem,” said
Robin Rosen-Chang of Clark Street,
“I would say no.”

Not all citizens who took to the
microphone on Tuesday were against
the idea of a parking structure.

Jubb Corbett, who said he has
“walked up and down the streets of
Westfield since 1936,” was in favor
of the deck.

“I think it’s very important we
build a deck,” he said. “We have to
allow people to provide a living for
themselves.”

A former commercial realtor and
Westfield resident, who appeared be-
fore the council, spoke encourag-
ingly of the redevelopment project.

“Development is not always this
unalleviated drag on the quality of
life,” he said. “I don’t know why

people don’t seem to understand
that.”

Still, residents questioned the need
for a discussion of design issues.

“We don’t need to talk about
whether we want red brick or natural
stone,” John Lizzo of Marion Av-
enue said. “We don’t need to spend
any more time talking about how we
want to design the façade.”

Another major issue addressed was
whether a referendum could be
brought to vote by the Town of
Westfield on the issue of a parking
structure.

Bob Goldsmith, special legal coun-
sel for the town, confirmed that state
law mandates against any referen-
dum in matters like redevelopment
projects; however, a non-binding ref-
erendum or poll could be taken.

Many residents who came to the
microphone echoed the need for a
non-binding referendum or poll of
some kind to show the council the
concerns of the citizenry.

Fourth Ward Democrat Council-

woman Susan Jacobson thanked the
residents who spoke during the meet-
ings over the last few weeks.

“I know that having your question
put on a long list and not getting
answers can be very frustrating,” she
said.

After close to an hour and a half of
open discussion by citizens, the coun-
cil took its turn to ask questions of
Mr. Powell.

The council received copies of
proposed traffic study sites from HKT
Nassau, and First Ward Republican
Councilman Sal Caruana suggested
the addition of the corner of Elm and
Broad Streets.

Mr. Powell informed him that it
had already been added, and wel-
comed other suggestions from the
council.

Third Ward Republican Council-
man Andy Skibitsky suggested that
the entire grid from Grove Street to
South Avenue and from Rahway to
Central Avenues be added.

Third Ward Democrat Councilman
David Haas urged that the entire
streets of Boulevard and Summit
Avenue be added to the traffic study
during the commuting hours, as they
frequently contain speeding cars.

Second Ward Republican Coun-
cilman Rafael Betancourt expressed
the need for the planning stage to be
as thorough as possible.

“It’s not like we want to see our
town overdeveloped,” he said. “I think
that it is important to explore different
models and take a look at all things
mentioned tonight — traffic, environ-
mental concerns, financial risk.”

First Ward Republican Council-
man Peter Echausse said that, in
addition to retail and residential space
in the deck structure, commercial
space should also be considered.

“We need more meeting space in
this town,” he said.

Mr. Powell said he would recon-
sider that possibility.

He also told the council of the next
“milestone” in the planning process
— getting the schematic design, a
detailed description of the project,
completed. Mr. Powell said he would
reconvene with the council at a fu-

ture meeting in “four to five weeks.”
In other business, the town held

hearings on general ordinances; the
most important decree amended the
code of the town of Westfield, Chap-
ter 13, “Motor Vehicles and Traffic,”
Article I, “In General.”

This ordinance “prohibits u-
turns on East Broad and Elm Streets,”
said Councilman Betancourt. “It pre-
vents u-turns on East Broad Street
between North Avenue and Euclid
Avenue in both directions. It also
prohibits u-turns on Elm Street be-
tween North Avenue and Walnut
Street.”

The town also passed an ordi-
nance amending the system of rates
for vehicle towing and storage ser-
vices. The police department and
Town Clerk’s Office have updated
the rates that have been in effect for
many years.

The fire prevention code was also
amended, allowing the Fire Depart-
ment to raise its fees for fire alarm
inspection from $25 to $35 per state
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Westfield Planning Board Gives Green Light
To Three Appeals For Property Subdivisions

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Three property subdivisions were
granted at Monday night’s Westfield
Planning Board meeting, while testi-
mony in two other subdivisions had
to be carried over to the board’s next
monthly meeting due to the lateness
of the hour.

A minor subdivision was granted for
the owners of 600 Coolridge Avenue.
The applicant, Jonathan Gabriel of B
& G Properties, plans to demolish an
existing single-family house there and
create two, single building lots.

Engineer Edward S. Dec presented
two different plans for the subdivi-
sion. The first called for the pro-
posed new houses to front on
Coolridge Street, while the second
had them front on Salter Place.

Mr. Dec testified that he felt the plan
for Coolridge Street was more favor-
able because no trees would have to be
removed, but that it would require a
variance, unlike the other proposal.

In a seven-to-two vote, the plan-
ning board approved the subdivision
for the Coolridge Street plan, con-
curring that it was a more desirable
plan. The decision granted relief to
the applicant for its proposed lot
depth, which fell three feet short of
the required 120 feet.

The subdivision was granted on
condition that the applicant meet
with the board’s Site Plan Review
Committee and have its soil erosion
and drainage plans approved through
the Town Engineer’s office.

Planning Board member Charles
Weidman said he feared that not
approving the subdivision might
bring “an over-sized home to the lot,
as opposed to two toned-down
houses.”

Board Chairman Jay Boyle stated
he was also afraid of the “applicant
putting in one large home without
the planning board having input.”

Members of the board who voted
“no” to the subdivision were Will-
iam Ziff and Richard Elbert.

A subdivision was also granted for
1109 and 1113 Columbus Avenue for
lots five and six, changing the area of
the lots by increasing the size of lot
six and decreasing the size of lot five.
It was noted that the residence on lot
six has been vacant for the last year.

The applicant, Messercola Broth-
ers Building Company, Inc., stated
that it planned to tear down the va-
cant house and construct a new single-
family dwelling.

A minor subdivision was also
granted for 1702 Summit Avenue,
creating two new single-family
dwellings. The applicant, Michael
Mahoney, plans to demolish the ex-
isting home there and build a con-
forming single-family residence on
each of the lots. There were no vari-
ances needed for the subdivision.

In other business, a
memorialization was granted for a
subdivision at 33 Woodbrook Circle.
The applicant was granted relief
from lot width requirements, relief
from lot frontage requirements and
a variance for the front yard set-
back. Attorney Charles Brandt rep-
resented the owners, Needle Point
Homes.

The discussion was originally
tabled at the board’s June meeting
because of legal questions regarding
a cul de sac that would have been
proposed if planning board members
did not approve the application.

At the June meeting, board mem-
ber Robert Newell asked planning
board Attorney Joel Finestein
whether the planning board had a
right to reject a request for a new

street (right of way) if the rest of the
application conformed to Westfield
codes.

In July, Mr. Finestein reported that
if the proposed cul de sac met all
requirements of the town, the Plan-
ning Board would not be allowed to
reject the proposal.

In June, the board heard hours of
testimony from Mr. Dec and Profes-
sional Planner Michael Tobia con-
cerning how a second but less desir-
able proposal for the property could
be sought by the owners and would
not require any variances.

This proposal, according to Mr.
Dec and Mr. Tobia, would include
making a cul de sac for the two
properties — thus requiring no vari-
ances, as the measurements for the
ordinances are made from the street.

With a new street made by the
owners, measurements would fall into
what is requested by the ordinance.

A memorialization was also
granted from the July meeting re-
garding a minor subdivision for
817 Grant Avenue, which was
awarded to D. Villane Construc-
tion, L.L.C. The construction com-
pany plans to demolish an existing
single-family house, subdivide the
property, and build two, one-fam-
ily dwellings.

The approval was granted with the

following conditions: the construc-
tion company had to have approval
from the Town Engineer’s Office for
its drainage plan, as well as its soil
erosion plan. It also had to have its
architectural plans approved by the
Site Plan Review Committee, as well
as meet Tree Preservation standards.

Finally, a memorialization was
granted regarding last month’s deci-
sion to approve a third floor addition
at 141 Central Avenue for Weldon
Materials.

Last month, William Weldon, co-
owner and Vice President of the com-
pany, presented testimony and noted
that the addition would increase space
for the managers and allow for “a
better work flow of files.”

The next Planning Board meeting
is scheduled for Thursday, Septem-
ber 4, at 8 p.m. The board will not
meet on the first Monday of the
month, as it usually does, in obser-
vance of Labor Day.

Scheduled for that meeting is tes-
timony regarding an appeal made by
Bruce and Edna Ashforth to subdi-
vide property at 1249 Prospect Street
from an existing single lot into two
single-family building lots.

The appeal was carried over from
the July meeting due to the lateness
of the hour and testimony needed
from an environmental expert.
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Recent Home Sales

Westfield for the week of July 21
Alexander and Darbie

MacCubbin to Needle-Point
Homes, LLC, 342 John Street M/
A: 11 Pheasant Lane, Scotch Plains,
$280,000.

Glenn and Michele Picou to Eliza-
beth Herndon, 815 Highland Avenue,
$1,075,000.

Robert and Pamela Guarini to Jo-
seph and Cybill Phelan, 725 Coleman
Place, $470,00.

Christopher and Jennifer Dombalis
to Edward and Joyce Wiadzionek, 14
Canterbury Lane, $780,000.

Priscilla Dunn to Nathaniel But-
ler, 626 Dorian Road, $387,500.

Craig and Arlene Hrinkevich to
Joseph and Alison Difrancesco, 513
Edgar Road, $444,000.

Zadine Harris to Scott Zotollo,

617 Stirling Place, $225,000.
James Chapman to Charles and

Marie Tracy, 327 Livingston Street,
$210,000.

Steven and Susan Gross to Michael
Conte and Cathleen Fowler Conte,
51 Normandy Drive, $835,000.

Bela and Mona Bashar to Juan and
Yecenia Aldana, 41 Doris Parkway,
$349,900.

Christopher and Lauren Whitmore
and Jerry and Judith Schoonmaker to
Ryan and Amber Linsky, 128 Eliza-
beth Avenue, $650,000.

Ronald and Joanne Neiswenter to
Carlos and Amanda Santos, 83
Tamaques Way, $430,000.

Edward Sanchez and Kristen
Loesel-Sanchez to Joseph and Megan
Marchese, 30 Faulkner Drive,
$405,000.

Denise

Jackson

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com

Hours
Sat-Tue 9am-6pm • Wed-Thu 9am-7pm
Hours
Sat-Tue 9am-6pm • Wed-Thu 9am-7pm

524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

There’s still time to get some 
quick color back in the garden.

Our larger size annuals are great 
for filling in those bear spots, and 
most will bloom till frost.  

Now until next Tuesday purchase 
any Two  annuals and get a third 
Free. No Limit on quantities, but 
all the  Free plant is of the same 
or lesser price.

There’s still time to get some 
quick color back in the garden.

Our larger size annuals are great 
for filling in those bear spots, and 
most will bloom till frost.  

Now until next Tuesday purchase 
any Two  annuals and get a third 
Free. No Limit on quantities, but 
all the  Free plant is of the same 
or lesser price.

Quick Gift
Solution

David

WilliamsThe Best Things
in Life...

Free 
Annual

with the Purchase
of Any Two

Free 
Annual

with the Purchase
of Any Two

...Are Free

Wounds Remain Deep for Scotch Plains,
Though Polidore Ended Jail Sentence

By STEVE KRAKAUER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- In April of
1999, William Polidore had joined the
staff of the municipality of Scotch
Plains. Four years later, Mr. Polidore
has been released from South Woods
State Prison on parole and Scotch
Plains continues its recovery of the
more than $332,000 he embezzled
during his brief tenure as treasurer of
the township.

“He’s a scoundrel and a thief,” said
Douglas Hansen, Scotch Plains Town
Attorney, who has handled the matter
of recovering the funds from Mr.
Polidore for the past two years. “What
he did to this community is beyond
the realm of human decency.”

Arrested in April 2001, Mr. Polidore
pleaded guilty to embezzlement and
was sentenced in January 2002 to a
five-year prison term.

However, for the Township of
Scotch Plains, the trouble stood in
recovering the tremendous monetary
setback Mr. Polidore had caused.

Mr. Hansen and Scotch Plains were
awarded their full settlement of
$412,000 — the money stolen in addi-
tion to legal and audit fees. Approxi-
mately $173,000 of the owed amount
was paid back directly through the
acquisition and sale of Mr. Polidore’s
home and property.

Among the items seized were his
condominium, golf clubs and hotdog
stand that had been purchased with
the stolen funds. Also possessed was
the remainder of Mr. Polidore’s bank
accounts.

Next, Scotch Plains received
$212,000 total from three insurance
companies, bringing the outstanding
debt to an endurable $25,000. This
money will be paid back for the re-
mainder of Mr. Polidore’s life.

“We’ve done an excellent job re-
covering the stolen funds,” said Mr.
Hansen. “But we’re not going to for-
get this thing.”

Mr. Polidore was released from
South Woods State Prison in Bridgeton
on February 21, after serving just over
a year of his five-year term. He is
paroled in Atlantic City, and accord-
ing to Mr. Hansen, Mr. Polidore is
currently living at the residence of his
parents in Barnegat.

Mr. Polidore’s parole officer James
Amorosi did not return repeated calls
for comment.

While in jail, some money was re-
covered from his weekly paycheck,
which was less than $1, and from
outside checks sent from family mem-
bers. The majority of the cash re-
trieved by the Department of Revenue
Corrections (DRC), which totals
$423.87 as of July 30, has been recov-
ered since Mr. Polidore’s release from
prison.

“Mr. Polidore is required to pay $50
a month to the DRC,” said Mr. Hansen,
who has already contacted the DRC to
raise the monthly amount to $200.

Scotch Plains has “not seen a dime
yet,” said Mr. Hansen.

That total amount will get divided
between the Township of Scotch Plains
and the three insurance companies
proportionately until all are paid in
full.

“We will continue to dog him for
the rest of his natural life,” said Mr.
Hansen. “If he fails to come through
with the money, he will go back to
jail.”

Although the township has recov-
ered almost 94 percent of all funds

associated with the case, Township
Manager Thomas Atkins recognizes
it could be a lengthy process to close
the case for good.

“It’s going to take Mr. Polidore a
long time as I’m sure he has other
obligations as well,” he said. “Plus,
I’d think it would hinder someone’s
ability to get a high level job because
of their criminal background.”

Both Mr. Atkins and Mr. Hansen
were extremely close to Mr. Polidore
and, thus, personally offended by the
actions of their former treasurer. Part
of this reason was the proximity of the
crime being committed to the council
chambers.

Files found in the office desk of

Mr. Polidore labeled “Scam 1,” “Scam
2” and “Scam 3” detailed the intrica-
cies of Mr. Polidore’s plot.

According to Mr. Hansen, “Scam
1” had been just been completed at the
time township auditors caught on to
the scheme.

Also, particularly troublesome to
Mr. Hansen, was the last words Mr.
Polidore ever said to him. “He said,
‘I’m going to go drive home in my
new Mercedes’,” also bought with sto-
len funds.

“A lot of people that work in that
building were deceived, including yours
truly,” Mr. Hansen said. “To this day
his name is not mentioned in this town.”

Mr. Polidore lost all his financial

Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SUMMER BLIMP...Last Saturday was a beautiful, lazy summer day enjoyed by
many in the area. As shown above, even the Horizon Blimp spent a relaxing
several minutes floating over downtown Westfield.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ROUTE 22 FLOODS…The heavy downpour on Tuesday afternoon played its
usual mischief on Route 22 in Scotch Plains while motorists plowed through the
water with hopes of not getting stuck.

TUESDAY, JULY 29
••••• Three digital cameras were re-

ported stolen from the television stu-
dio at Westfield High School on
Dorian Road. As of earlier this week,
they had not been recovered, police
said.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 2
••••• Mariella Amjady, 19, of

Westfield was arrested at South and
Central Avenues and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana. She was re-
leased on her own recognizance with
a summons.

MONDAY, AUGUST 4
••••• Six male juveniles from

Westfield, all between the ages of 15
and 17, were arrested at Kimball
Circle and charged with possession
of a firearm and possession of a
weapon for unlawful purposes.

They were apprehended after po-

lice received reports from several
citizens and an off-duty sheriff’s of-
ficer concerning juveniles firing a
BB gun from a motor vehicle. All
were subsequently released to the
custody of their parents.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 5
••••• Bernice Wells, 27, of Roselle

and Sherri Zhelesnik, 40, of Westfield
were arrested following a motor ve-
hicle stop at Sussex Street and South
Avenue and charged with possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana.

Wells was additionally taken into
custody on traffic warrants out of
West Deptford, Newark and Roselle,
with bail totaling $667. Released on
her own recognizance on the
Westfield charge, she was turned over
to the Roselle Police Department.
Zhelesnik was released on her own
recognizance with a summons.

and Randazzo Building Company.
He stated that Randazzo has filed a

claim against Hartford for being re-
moved from the Beechwood School
project. Mr. Rubin has successfully
negotiated the return of funds from
Hartford to the school board slightly in
excess of $1,000,000. Additional costs
have occurred for latent defects and
Hartford has agreed with some while
disputing others. The amount being
disputed is roughly $300,000.

Latent defects discovered in the scope
of original work to be done by Randazzo
should be covered by Hartford. Disputes
occur over what are latent defects and
what are not. These issues will be ad-
dressed in the ongoing litigation between
Randazzo and Hartford.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Beechwood

recommendation. Along with the in-
creased fee, the fire department will
check smoke alarms and carbon mon-
oxide alarms as per state law.

The Finance Committee passed sev-
eral resolutions apart from entering
into agreement with HKT Nassau. One
resolution refunded unused parking
permits.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Resident Bill West questioned if there
were non-Westfield residents parking
at the train station, or who are on the
waiting list.

“There are no non-residents that have
commuter permits in our lot,” said Town
Administrator James Gildea.

Parking Director Captain John Mor-
gan also addressed the situation.

“Every address has been checked,”
said Captain Morgan. “We do not ac-
cept people who are out of town to be
on our wait list,” he continued.

Other resolutions passed called for
adding a special item of revenue in the
municipal budget for the Clean Com-
munity Program; approving final pay-
ment for Gregory’s Pond Dam im-
provements; drawing warrants for
overpaid taxes; approving final pay-
ment for the improvement of Lawrence
Avenue, and awarding a contract to
purchase two vehicles for the Build-
ing Department.

The council passed a resolution re-
jecting bids and authorizing negotia-
tion for the Memorial Pool renovation,
as well as an ordinance amending “tree
preservation,” governing the preserva-
tion, protection, and removal of trees in
Westfield.

Finally, a resolution was passed
awarding a contract for the purchase of
a fingerprint scanning system.

Deck Developer Tackles
Council, Citizens’ Queries

holdings as well as his good name
through the crime, but also lost was
some weight. Mr. Hansen said Mr.
Polidore entered prison weighing over
400 pounds.

According to the Department of
Corrections searchable database of
New Jersey inmates (which can be
accessed at www4.state.nj.us/nasapp/
d o c _ i n m a t e s e a r c h e n g i n e /
inmatefinder?I=), Mr. Polidore
weighed 240 pounds.

Now over a year since the settle-
ment, Mr. Hansen and the Township
of Scotch Plains are moving on.

“He was a black eye, but fortu-
nately through hot pursuit, we have
contained our losses,” Mr. Hansen said.

Agreement For Fanwood Site
Is Expected Within Weeks

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD -- The developer’s
agreement for Fanwood’s downtown
redevelopment project is currently
being negotiated and will be signed
within weeks.

In an interview Monday with The
Westfield Leader, Mayor Louis Jung
announced that the governing body,
acting as the redevelopment agency
for the borough, is presently working
on a final agreement with Landmark
Communities, the developer for the
project.

The six-member negotiating team
is comprised of Mayor Jung, Council
President Joel Whitaker, Councilman
Michael Brennan, Downtown Revi-
talization Coordinator Clayton
Pierce, Borough Planner Richard
Preiss and Frank Regan, an attorney
and professional planner who was
hired by the borough to serve as spe-
cial counsel for the project.

Five meetings have been held since
February, and it is expected that the
agreement will be finalized in Sep-
tember, at which point a public forum
will be scheduled to update the com-
munity on the details of the plan.

Mayor Jung emphasized the im-
portance of “not rushing through the
negotiations. Our goal is the best
thing for Fanwood, and if we get the
right package, it can be a win-win for
both Fanwood and the developer.”

In discussing the background of
the project, Mayor Jung explained
that Mr. Preiss was hired as Borough
Planner in 2000 to advise the munici-
pality on how it should handle im-
provements to the downtown area.
Mr. Preiss believed it was important
to begin with the block bordered by
Martine, South and LaGrande Av-
enues and Second Street.

In accordance with a 1992 state
law, this 6.5-acre stretch of land was
declared “an area in need of redevel-
opment,” based on several criteria,
including “land not being used for 10
years or more, buildings in need of
repair and inefficient land use.”

A redevelopment plan was adopted
in March 2002. Following interviews
with several developers, Landmark
Communities was chosen last De-
cember.

“The law says there must be an
agency to oversee the process, and
the mayor and council chose to name

themselves as the redevelopment
agency, which is important because
we have the power to stop the process
or to start over,” stated Mayor Jung.

During meetings of the planning
board, as well as the mayor and coun-
cil, “this has been discussed 22 times
in a public form,” the mayor noted,
enabling the public to give input.

Reflecting on his own role in the
redevelopment project, Mr. Pierce
told The Leader he sees himself as a
“messenger of information.” Mayor
Jung in turn called Mr. Pierce “the
eyes and ears for downtown.”

Mr. Pierce stated that he believes
the theme for the redevelopment area
is “Weeds or Deeds: we can go back
to weeds or we can take action.”

Within the downtown block desig-
nated for redevelopment there are 45
entities, of which 26 are landlords.
The remainder are principal business
owners.

Concerns continue surrounding the
lot at the corner of LaGrande Avenue
and Second Street, formerly the loca-
tion of Dean Oil, a fuel oil dealer-
ship.

The Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) discovered in the
1980s that the area was contaminated,
and oversaw a reclamation process,
which included removing under-
ground tanks, and a “pump and clean”
effort, whereby contaminants were
pumped out of the ground.

In 1997, the DEP certified that the
site was “clean for commercial use.”
However, residential development re-
quires further investigation regard-
ing potential environmental liabili-
ties such as asbestos and hydrocar-
bons. Mr. Pierce explained that the
investigation into possible contami-
nants is “a difficult, long process.”

The developer pays for the work,
and state legislation is being consid-
ered under which the government
would reimburse the developer 75
percent of the costs for testing and
cleanup.

Several landowners have thus far
refused permission for the borough
to do an appraisal of their properties,
stating that they require more infor-
mation.

A state statute gives the borough
the authority to perform the survey
with or without the land owner’s per-
mission; however, the borough is cur-
rently awaiting responses from the
landowners.

When asked if “eminent domain”
would be invoked regarding proper-
ties in the redevelopment area, Mayor
Jung responded, “We have not made
any steps towards that end. It is a
legal process which would only be
used as a last resort. It is a reality that
some owners are not going to want to
sell. If landowners want to get in-
volved (in the redevelopment project)
in a financial way, in a type of busi-
ness venture, that is something we
are willing to explore.”

All current landowners are being
offered relocation within the new pre-
mises if they wish to accept that op-
tion. As for the schedule of demoli-
tion and construction, Mayor Jung
stated, “The council and developer
want to minimize disruption for down-
town businesspeople, and have talked
about a two- or three-phase process
of development.

“The first phase would be the resi-
dential area on LaGrande and Sec-
ond, the second phase would be retail
on South Avenue, and the third phase
would be work on Martine,” he added.

Most buildings on South Avenue

will be eliminated; however, it is pos-
sible that some structures on Martine
Avenue may be salvaged and included
in the new construction.

Residents have expressed concern
over the impact the redevelopment
project will have on the number of
additional children in school, prop-
erty taxes and parking.

“It is anticipated that less than 20
school age children will live in the
new residences,” Mayor Jung re-
sponded. “The estimate is between
10 and 12. For example, in the 100
residential units built in the redevel-
opment area of Metuchen, the num-
ber of children was only in the teens.

“Historically, people who want to
live in townhouses such as these are
singles, young professionals and
people who are over age 55, who are
downsizing and do not want to take
care of a house any longer,” he con-
tinued.

“We have received letters from
people of this age asking to be put on
the list for a townhouse. These are
high end townhouses, costing ap-
proximately $350,000, and people
with school age children will most
likely prefer to buy a house in
Fanwood for this cost, rather than a
townhouse that does not have a yard,”
the mayor added.

Citizens have wondered where the
future residents of the townhouses,
as well as customers and employees
of the retail shops, will park. “Park-
ing is a critical issue, and will prob-
ably drive the size of the project and
determine the number of units built,”
explained Mayor Jung.

Looking at the future effect of the
project on property taxes, Mayor Jung
said he wants “good ratables” and
believes that a revitalized downtown
area “can help offset tax increases for
Fanwood.”

He pointed out that “the free mar-
ket has not worked here for 25 years,
and that is why legislation was passed
to bring the town in to help facilitate
the process.”

For success, “a block-wide coordi-
nation is needed, not isolated lots,”
said Mayor Jung. As for the financ-
ing of the downtown project, the
Mayor’s goal is “to have the devel-
oper pay for everything, with a mini-
mum cost to Fanwood.”

Currently, an escrow account is
being arranged to pay for expenses
such as the salaries of Mr. Preiss and
Mr. Regan.

The area on the east side of Martine
Avenue and down South Avenue is
being considered for a “second phase”
of redevelopment. Mayor Jung stated
that “Richard Preiss is very clear that
there will be a naturally evolving
effect if the first phase goes well.”

The borough has applied for a
“smart growth grant,” part of a state
program to assist development, in-
cluding “high density housing,” next
to mass transit hubs such as the
Fanwood train station.

Mayor Jung said he believes that
“Fanwood is a classic example of the
positive side of the smart growth plan,
which says that you ought to rede-
velop properties that are close to
transportation centers.”

The issues are heating up.
Don’t be left out.
Subscribe today:
(908) 232-4407
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Event Slated at SPFHS
To Honor Manya Ungar

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education discussed the potential
need to switch health insurance car-
riers at their monthly meeting on
July 24, due to a projected 20 percent
increase for health insurance.

The district will begin the process
of getting quotes from other health
insurance providers for the upcom-
ing school year. The current pro-
vider, Signa, is expected to raise the
district’s premiums due to heavy us-
age, School Business Administrator,
Anthony Del Sordi, announced.

The board approved hosting an
event at the high school on Sunday,
August 24 honoring the life of re-
cently deceased Manya Ungar.

Mrs. Ungar’s family requested use
of the High School Auditorium,
named after Mrs. Ungar, to celebrate
the contributions she made to the
district and to national education.

Mrs. Ungar was a president of the

National Parent Teacher Association
(PTA), NJ State PTA, the local PTA
Council and the Union County PTA.
She also participated in the forma-
tion of the local educational founda-
tion and the adult community school.

In the 1970’s, Mrs. Ungar, along

with district parent Judy Cole, formed
a successful theatre workshop for
students. Her dedication to the arts
fostered many students to pursue
careers in theatre and music.

Board President Lance Porter de-
scribed Mrs. Ungar as a living leg-
end. The event, celebrating her life
and contributions, will be held at
4:30 p.m. and will feature a variety
of entertainment, performed by some
of Mrs. Ungar’s past students.

Board of Education member Craig
Nowlin announced that the Field of
Dreams project would advertise for
bids by August 2, with construction
expected to begin in October. The
improvement project for Park Middle
School ball fields is being funded by
a joint investiture of the county, the
township, the Borough of Fanwood
and the Board of Education, with
total contributions of $600,000.

Board President Lance Porter told
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
that after several discussions with
other board members, it has been
decided that stream stabilization,
projected to cost an additional
$100,000 to $150,000, would be a
necessity in order to prevent erosion
of the fields and to protect the rest of
the project.

The board also discussed whether
to fund stream stabilization within
the $600,000 total or whether to add
the projected $100,000 for stream
stabilization to the base bid. Mr.
Porter told The Times that the Town-
ship Council of Scotch Plains and
the Borough Council of Fanwood
would also be making a decision on
how to fund this aspect of the project.

Memories Remain Deep for Township,
Though Polidore Ended Jail Sentence

By STEVE KRAKAUER
Specially Written for The Times

In April of 1999, William Polidore
had joined the staff of the municipal-
ity of Scotch Plains. Four years later,
Mr. Polidore has been released from
South Woods State Prison on parole
and Scotch Plains continues its re-
covery of the more than $332,000 he
embezzled during his brief tenure as
treasurer of the township.

“He’s a scoundrel and a thief,” said
Douglas Hansen, Scotch Plains Town
Attorney, who has handled the mat-
ter of recovering the funds from Mr.
Polidore for the past two years. “What
he did to this community is beyond
the realm of human decency.”

Arrested in April 2001, Mr.
Polidore pleaded guilty to embezzle-
ment and was sentenced in January
2002 to a five-year prison term.

However, for the Township of
Scotch Plains, the trouble stood in
recovering the tremendous monetary
setback Mr. Polidore had caused.

Mr. Hansen and Scotch Plains were
awarded their full settlement of
$412,000 — the money stolen in
addition to legal and audit fees. Ap-
proximately $173,000 of the owed
amount was paid back directly
through the acquisition and sale of
Mr. Polidore’s home and property.

Among the items seized were his
condominium, golf clubs and hotdog
stand that had been purchased with

the stolen funds. Also possessed was
the remainder of Mr. Polidore’s bank
accounts.

Next, Scotch Plains received
$212,000 total from three insurance
companies, bringing the outstanding
debt to an manageable $25,000. This
money will be paid back for the
remainder of Mr. Polidore’s life.

“We’ve done an excellent job re-
covering the stolen funds,” said Mr.
Hansen. “But we’re not going to
forget this thing.”

Mr. Polidore was released from
South Woods State Prison in
Bridgeton on February 21, after serv-
ing just over a year of his five-year
term. He is paroled in Atlantic City,
and according to Mr. Hansen, Mr.
Polidore is currently living at the
residence of his parents in Barnegat.

Mr. Polidore’s parole officer James
Amorosi did not return repeated calls
for comment.

While in jail, some money was
recovered from his weekly paycheck,
which was less than $1, and from
outside checks sent from family
members. The majority of the cash
retrieved by the Department of Rev-
enue Corrections (DRC), which to-
tals $423.87 as of July 30, has been
recovered since Mr. Polidore’s re-
lease from prison.

“Mr. Polidore is required to pay
$50 a month to the DRC,” said Mr.

Hansen, who has already contacted
the DRC to raise the monthly amount
to $200.

Scotch Plains has “not seen a dime
yet,” said Mr. Hansen.

That total amount will get divided
between the Township of Scotch
Plains and the three insurance com-
panies proportionately until all are
paid in full.

“We will continue to dog him for the

Bill Sheppard for The Times
FANWOOD FLOODS…During the heavy rain downpour on Tuesday after-
noon, Fanwood’s Tillotson Road residential area floods and is observed by the
authorities as the water rises.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
ROUTE 22 FLOODS…The heavy downpour on Tuesday afternoon played its
usual mischief on Route 22 in Scotch Plains while motorists plowed through the
water with hopes of not getting stuck.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
WRONG WAY… On August 1, a three-car accident occurred when a vehicle tried to go the wrong way on Route 22, West.
The driver that caused the accident then left the scene, and was later arrested.

SP Senior Citizens to
Board Brand New Bus;

Disposal Rates Discussed
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil is expected to approve a bid for
the purchase of a new senior citizens
bus at its meeting next week.

The new vehicle, which will cost
about $116,000, will be supplied by
Jersey Bus Sales within eight to 10
weeks, according to Township Man-
ager Thomas Atkins, who told the
council at its conference meeting on
Tuesday night that all the specifica-
tions for the bus that were set out by
township officials would be met.

The vehicle will replace an eight-
year-old bus, which is in serious dis-
repair.

Last month, the council passed a
$115,000 bond ordinance authoriz-
ing the acquisition of the new bus,
which will be used to take senior
citizens shopping, on various trips to
senior citizens meetings and to
doctor’s appointments.

In other matters, Mr. Atkins briefed
the council about the recent decision
by the Union County Utilities Au-
thority to boost the disposal rate for
all waste generated in the county and
disposed of at county facilities in

Linden, Elizabeth and Rahway.
The new “tipping rates” for waste

collectors went into effect on August
1. Mr. Atkins said that he has asked
Public Works Director Walter DiNizo
to look into the new rates and how
the handful of township trash collec-
tors will be affected.

Mr. DiNizo will also investigate
what further actions might be taken
by county officials in this regard and
what, if anything, the local govern-
ment might be able to do to lessen
any potential deleterious effects of a
rate hike.

In another matter, the Township
Police Department will soon be at
full strength with the recent hiring of
two new officers who are beginning
their training at the John H. Stamler
Police Academy in Scotch Plains.

Dominick Luciano and Ed
Budzinski, who are both residents,
are expected to graduate in Decem-
ber.

At next week’s meeting, the coun-
cil will also hold a public hearing on
an ordinance that will limit parking
on Evergreen Avenue to two hours
between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m. on school
days.

Manya Ungar

Agreement For Fanwood Site
Is Expected Within Weeks

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

The developer’s agreement for
Fanwood’s downtown redevelopment
project is currently being negotiated
and will be signed within weeks.

In an interview Monday with The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
Mayor Louis Jung announced that
the governing body, acting as the
redevelopment agency for the bor-
ough, is presently working on a final
agreement with Landmark Commu-
nities, the developer for the project.

The six-member negotiating team
is comprised of Mayor Jung, Council
President Joel Whitaker, Council-
man Michael Brennan, Downtown
Revitalization Coordinator Clayton
Pierce, Borough Planner Richard
Preiss and Frank Regan, an attorney
and professional planner who was
hired by the borough to serve as
special counsel for the project.

Five meetings have been held since
February, and it is expected that the
agreement will be finalized in Sep-
tember, at which point a public fo-
rum will be scheduled to update the
community on the details of the plan.

Mayor Jung emphasized the im-
portance of “not rushing through the
negotiations. Our goal is the best
thing for Fanwood, and if we get the
right package, it can be a win-win for
both Fanwood and the developer.”

In discussing the background of
the project, Mayor Jung explained
that Mr. Preiss was hired as Borough
Planner in 2000 to advise the mu-
nicipality on how it should handle
improvements to the downtown area.
Mr. Preiss believed it was important
to begin with the block bordered by
Martine, South and LaGrande Av-
enues and Second Street.

In accordance with a 1992 state
law, this 6.5-acre stretch of land was

declared “an area in need of redevel-
opment,” based on several criteria,
including “land not being used for 10
years or more, buildings in need of
repair and inefficient land use.”

A redevelopment plan was adopted
in March 2002. Following interviews
with several developers, Landmark
Communities was chosen last De-
cember.

“The law says there must be an
agency to oversee the process, and
the mayor and council chose to name

themselves as the redevelopment
agency, which is important because
we have the power to stop the process
or to start over,” stated Mayor Jung.

During meetings of the planning
board, as well as the mayor and
council, “this has been discussed 22
times in a public form,” the mayor
noted, enabling the public to give
input.

Reflecting on his own role in the
redevelopment project, Mr. Pierce

Borough Residents File Appeal
Of Verizon Cell Tower Plan

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Fanwood residents objecting to
Verizon’s plan to build a cell tower in
the borough have filed an appeal, it was
announced at Tuesday’s agenda meet-
ing of the municipal governing body.

The borough council will have 95
days from the date when the appeal is
posted publicly to schedule a hearing
and render a decision on the issue.

At the hearing, the neighborhood
objectors and Verizon will have the
opportunity to put forth their cases.
No new information will be presented;
the hearing will be based only on facts
already known. Verizon cannot take
any action on building the cell tower
until the issue is resolved.

In other business at Tuesday’s
meeting, Mayor Louis Jung, council
members and Public Works Director
Raymond Manfra discussed improve-
ments needed in the Public Works
Department facility. It was decided
that renovations were required for
the combination bathroom, locker
and lunchroom area used by Public
Works employees.

Mr. Manfra explained that the cur-
rent situation is not acceptable for
sanitary reasons, as the workers must
eat lunch near the bathrooms. Coun-
cil President Joel Whitaker agreed
that this is a “mandatory” project that
must be done both for sanitary reasons

and for the “morale of the exceptional
Public Works Department.”

Borough Administrator Eleanor
McGovern reported that three bids
were requested regarding the purchase
of a piece of equipment that acts as a
snowplow, salt spreader and dump
truck. One bid has been received thus
far, listing the price as $109,975.

Mrs. McGovern stated that, when
the equipment is purchased, the cost
will be covered by funds remaining
in the Public Works equipment sec-
tion of last year’s capital budget.

Councilman Whitaker and Borough
Attorney Mark Peck announced that a
second reading of an amended pro-
posed ordinance would occur at next
week’s regular council meeting. The
ordinance deals with signs posted ille-
gally on utility poles within the bor-
ough. State law prohibits such postings,
and the ordinance would give the bor-
ough power to pursue individuals who
ignore the law by putting up signs.

Wording will be included address-
ing residents who need to announce
missing pets. The planning board has
given input on the matter, and a vote
will be taken at September’s council
meeting on the final ordinance.

Borough officials received a letter
from The Chelsea at Fanwood, an
assisted living facility on South Av-
enue, regarding the timing of the
traffic lights at the corner of South

and Martine Avenues. The facility is
concerned that the crosswalk sign
changes too quickly to allow pedes-
trians to cross safely, and proposed
the installation of a crosswalk at
First Street and South Avenue.

Mayor Jung stated that other resi-
dents have voiced concern about the
subject as well. The matter will be
referred to the Public Safety Commit-
tee, which will hold a meeting this
month specifically to discuss the issue.

The Township of Clark has requested
Fanwood’s support of an ordinance
that would prohibit the use of schools
as polling places. After discussion, the
mayor and council decided to request
a copy of the ordinance to further
investigate the reason for the request.

Mayor Jung said he feels witness-
ing the voting procedure in schools
can be a good learning experience
for students, but stated he will be-
come more informed on the subject
before deciding action.

The borough has received several
letters from residents regarding the
downtown redevelopment project,
according to Mayor Jung, who said he
will personally respond to the letters.

One letter was received from a
downtown property owner regarding
this subject, and attorney Frank
Regan, who is serving as special
counsel for the project, will respond
on behalf of the borough.
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Manya Ungar to Be Honored
During Event at High School
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Mary Alyce Torphy for The Times
THANK YOU NEW JERSEY...250 children of the Casa Guatemala Orphanage
send their heartfelt thanks to the people of this area for giving them a Christmas
in July. Over 500 pounds of medical and school supplies were delivered to them
in July from generous, local donations. See letter on Page 4.

Agreement For Redevelopment
Site Is Expected Within Weeks

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

told The Times he sees himself as a
“messenger of information.” Mayor
Jung in turn called Mr. Pierce “the
eyes and ears for downtown.”

Mr. Pierce stated that he believes
the theme for the redevelopment area
is “Weeds or Deeds: we can go back
to weeds or we can take action.”

Within the downtown block desig-
nated for redevelopment there are 45
entities, of which 26 are landlords.
The remainder are principal busi-
ness owners.

Concerns continue surrounding the
lot at the corner of LaGrande Avenue
and Second Street, formerly the lo-
cation of Dean Oil, a fuel oil dealer-
ship.

The Department of Environmen-
tal Protection (DEP) discovered in
the 1980s that the area was contami-
nated, and oversaw a reclamation
process, which included removing
underground tanks, and a “pump and
clean” effort, whereby contaminants
were pumped out of the ground.

In 1997, the DEP certified that the
site was “clean for commercial use.”
However, residential development re-
quires further investigation regard-
ing potential environmental liabili-
ties such as asbestos and hydrocar-
bons. Mr. Pierce explained that the
investigation into possible contami-
nants is “a difficult, long process.”

The developer pays for the work,
and state legislation is being consid-
ered under which the government
would reimburse the developer 75
percent of the costs for testing and
cleanup.

Several landowners have thus far
refused permission for the borough
to do an appraisal of their properties,
stating that they require more infor-
mation.

A state statute gives the borough
the authority to perform the survey
with or without the land owner’s
permission; however, the borough is
currently awaiting responses from
the landowners.

When asked if “eminent domain”
would be invoked regarding proper-
ties in the redevelopment area, Mayor
Jung responded, “We have not made
any steps towards that end. It is a
legal process which would only be
used as a last resort. It is a reality that
some owners are not going to want to
sell. If landowners want to get in-
volved (in the redevelopment project)
in a financial way, in a type of busi-
ness venture, that is something we
are willing to explore.”

All current landowners are being
offered relocation within the new
premises if they wish to accept that
option. As for the schedule of demo-
lition and construction, Mayor Jung
stated, “The council and developer
want to minimize disruption for
downtown businesspeople, and have
talked about a two- or three-phase
process of development.

“The first phase would be the resi-
dential area on LaGrande and Sec-
ond, the second phase would be retail
on South Avenue, and the third phase
would be work on Martine,” he added.

Most buildings on South Avenue
will be eliminated; however, it is
possible that some structures on

Martine Avenue may be salvaged
and included in the new construc-
tion.

Residents have expressed concern
over the impact the redevelopment
project will have on the number of
additional children in school, prop-
erty taxes and parking.

“It is anticipated that less than 20
school age children will live in the
new residences,” Mayor Jung re-
sponded. “The estimate is between
10 and 12. For example, in the 100
residential units built in the redevel-
opment area of Metuchen, the num-
ber of children was only in the teens.

“Historically, people who want to
live in townhouses such as these are
singles, young professionals and
people who are over age 55, who are
downsizing and do not want to take
care of a house any longer,” he con-
tinued.

“We have received letters from
people of this age asking to be put on
the list for a townhouse. These are
high end townhouses, costing ap-
proximately $350,000, and people
with school age children will most
likely prefer to buy a house in
Fanwood for this cost, rather than a
townhouse that does not have a yard,”
the mayor added.

Citizens have wondered where the
future residents of the townhouses,
as well as customers and employees
of the retail shops, will park. “Park-
ing is a critical issue, and will prob-
ably drive the size of the project and
determine the number of units built,”
explained Mayor Jung.

Looking at the future effect of the
project on property taxes, Mayor Jung
said he wants “good ratables” and
believes that a revitalized downtown
area “can help offset tax increases
for Fanwood.”

He pointed out that “the free mar-
ket has not worked here for 25 years,
and that is why legislation was passed
to bring the town in to help facilitate
the process.”

For success, “a block-wide coor-
dination is needed, not isolated lots,”
said Mayor Jung. As for the financ-
ing of the downtown project, the
mayor’s goal is “to have the devel-
oper pay for everything, with a mini-
mum cost to Fanwood.”

Currently, an escrow account is
being arranged to pay for expenses
such as the salaries of Mr. Preiss and
Mr. Regan.

The area on the east side of Martine
Avenue and down South Avenue is
being considered for a “second
phase” of redevelopment. Mayor
Jung stated that “Richard Preiss is
very clear that there will be a natu-
rally evolving effect if the first phase
goes well.”

The borough has applied for a
“smart growth grant,” part of a state
program to assist development, in-
cluding “high density housing,” next
to mass transit hubs such as the
Fanwood train station.

Mayor Jung said he believes that
“Fanwood is a classic example of the
positive side of the smart growth
plan, which says that you ought to
redevelop properties that are close to
transportation centers.”

Wounds Left by Polidore Still
Felt by Many in Township

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, JULY 29
• The Union County Day Training

School on Terrill Road reported crimi-
nal mischief to several school buses.
The rear of several buses were painted
with pictures of George Bush.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 30
• A patrolman was dispatched to

Route 22 and Byrd Avenue. The com-
plainant stated that a rock was dis-
charged by a state lawnmower, and
damaged his vehicle. The complain-
ant, Bright Boakye Yiadom, 32, of
Newark was subsequently arrested and
charged with providing false informa-
tion, providing false documentation,
and being an unlicensed driver.

Yiadom gave the patrolman a fake
name, and he also supplied a driver’s
license other than his own. He was
charged and released on summons.

THURSDAY, JULY 31
• An East Second Street resident

reported that his 1987 Yamaha Xt6
white New Jersey reg 3509k motor-
cycle was stolen from behind his resi-
dence. The motorcycle was last seen
on July 23.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 1
• A resident from Highlander Drive

reported that while she was on vacation
someone removed two pumps from her
swimming pool. The pumps were in-
stalled at the cost of $300 each.

• David Rottmann, 36, of Berkeley
Heights was arrested and charged with
leaving the scene of a motor vehicle
accident.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 2
• A resident of Forest Road reported

that their 1993 BMW New Jersey reg-
istration LNC 80P was stolen from the
driveway.

MONDAY, AUGUST 4
• Alicia Vigil 6074 67th Avenue

Ridgewood, N.Y. was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated.
The arrest stemmed from a motor ve-
hicle stop on Route 22, East.

The issues are heating up.
Don’t be left out.
Subscribe today:
(908) 232-4407

The board’s decision was that the
entire project should not exceed
the initial $600,000. If this is the
consensus of all three entities in-
vesting in the project, then other
items will have to be potentially
bumped from the project in order
to fund the stream stabilization,
Mr. Porter said.

He added that this was based on
projected cost estimates and that it
was possible that a bid could come
back, which would be under cost
projections and permit more as-
pects of the project to be funded
within the cap.

The board unanimously passed a
resolution to resolve conflicts over
how Park Middle School fields are
scheduled. The resolution gives the
Board of Education first priority
over the Township of Scotch Plains
and over the Borough of Fanwood
regarding field usage at Park Middle
School.

A companion resolution has al-
ready been adopted by the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains and will re-
quire the adoption of a companion
resolution by the Borough of
Fanwood, according to the Board.
The board will also maintain final
jurisdiction on coordinating field
scheduling among the three enti-
ties.

The board passed on first reading
the state mandated bullying policy.
The district’s policy has gone
through seven drafts since early
spring, reported board member

Thomas Russo, which now includes
all of the language required by the
state. The district also passed a
companion, harassment/sexual ha-
rassment policy, which is broader
than the state’s mandated bullying
policy and which applies not only
to students, but also to employees,
vendors, visitors and anyone in the
school buildings, Mr. Russo added.

The district created a policy that
is more inclusive than the state’s
policy, recognizing that not all ha-
rassment is bias related, Mr. Russo
explained.

Terrill Middle School parent
Mollien Osterman expressed her
concerns to the board regarding the
lack of sufficient seating on the
Terrill Middle School bus. She said
that often times, her child has had
to stand up while riding the bus due
to the lack of sufficient seating,
which she did not consider safe.

The seats do not accommodate
all of the book bags, equipment,
instruments and other things that
the students carry on the bus with
them, so that three seats across do
not really hold three students, she
said. Mr. Porter agreed that it was
not safe if children were made to
stand and told her that he would
have the board investigate the prob-
lem.

The next regular meeting of the
Board of Education will be on
Thursday, August 28 with an agenda
meeting scheduled for September
11, both at 8 p.m.

rest of his natural life,” said Mr.
Hansen. “If he fails to come through
with the money, he will go back to
jail.”

Although the township has re-
covered almost 94 percent of all
funds associated with the case,
Township Manager Thomas Atkins
recognizes it could be a lengthy
process to close the case for good.

“It’s going to take Mr. Polidore a
long time as I’m sure he has other
obligations as well,” he said. “Plus,
I’d think it would hinder someone’s
ability to get a high level job be-
cause of their criminal back-
ground.”

Both Mr. Atkins and Mr. Hansen
were extremely close to Mr. Polidore
and, thus, personally offended by
the actions of their former treasurer.
Part of this reason was the proxim-
ity of the crime being committed to
the council chambers.

Files found in the office desk of
Mr. Polidore labeled “Scam 1,”
“Scam 2” and “Scam 3” detailed the
intricacies of Mr. Polidore’s plot.

According to Mr. Hansen, “Scam
1” had been just been completed at
the time township auditors caught
on to the scheme.

Also, particularly troublesome to
Mr. Hansen, was the last words Mr.
Polidore ever said to him. “He said,
‘I’m going to go drive home in my
new Mercedes,” also bought with
stolen funds.

“A lot of people that work in that
building were deceived, including
yours truly,” Mr. Hansen said. “To
this day his name is not mentioned
in this town.”

Mr. Polidore lost all his financial
holdings as well as his good name
through the crime.

In addition, Mr. Hansen said Mr.
Polidore entered prison, weighing
over 400 pounds.

According to the Department of
Corrections searchable database of
New Jersey inmates (which can be
accessed at www4.state.nj.us/
nasapp/doc_inmatesearchengine/
inmatefinder?I=), Mr. Polidore
weighed 240 pounds.

Now over a year since the settle-
ment, Mr. Hansen and the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains are moving
on.

“He was a black eye, but fortu-
nately through hot pursuit, we have
contained our losses,” Mr. Hansen
said.

Westfield Planning Board
OKs Property Subdivisions

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Three property
subdivisions were granted at Mon-
day night’s Westfield Planning Board
meeting, while testimony in two other
subdivisions had to be carried over to
the board’s next monthly meeting
due to the lateness of the hour.

A minor subdivision was granted
for the owners of 600 Coolridge Av-
enue. The applicant, Jonathan Gabriel
of B & G Properties, plans to demol-
ish an existing single-family house
there and create two, single building
lots.

Engineer Edward S. Dec presented
two different plans for the subdivi-
sion. The first called for the pro-
posed new houses to front on
Coolridge Street, while the second
had them front on Salter Place.

Mr. Dec testified that he felt the
plan for Coolridge Street was more
favorable because no trees would
have to be removed, but that it would
require a variance, unlike the other
proposal.

In a seven-to-two vote, the plan-
ning board approved the subdivision
for the Coolridge Street plan, con-
curring that it was a more desirable
plan. The decision granted relief to
the applicant for its proposed lot
depth, which fell three feet short of
the required 120 feet.

The subdivision was granted on
condition that the applicant meet
with the board’s Site Plan Review
Committee and have its soil erosion
and drainage plans approved through
the Town Engineer’s office.

Planning Board member Charles
Weidman said he feared that not
approving the subdivision might
bring “an over-sized home to the lot,
as opposed to two toned-down
houses.”

Board Chairman Jay Boyle stated
he was also afraid of the “applicant
putting in one large home without
the planning board having input.”

Members of the board who voted
“no” to the subdivision were Will-
iam Ziff and Richard Elbert.

A subdivision was also granted
for 1109 and 1113 Columbus Av-
enue for lots five and six, changing
the area of the lots by increasing the
size of lot six and decreasing the
size of lot five. It was noted that the
residence on lot six has been vacant
for the last year.

The applicant, Messercola Broth-
ers Building Company, Inc., stated
that it planned to tear down the va-
cant house and construct a new single-
family dwelling.

A minor subdivision was also
granted for 1702 Summit Avenue,
creating two new single-family
dwellings. The applicant, Michael
Mahoney, plans to demolish the ex-
isting home there and build a con-
forming single-family residence on
each of the lots. There were no
variances needed for the subdivi-
sion.

In other business, a
memorialization was granted for a
subdivision at 33 Woodbrook Circle.
The applicant was granted relief
from lot width requirements, relief
from lot frontage requirements and
a variance for the front yard set-
back. Attorney Charles Brandt rep-
resented the owners, Needle Point
Homes.

The discussion was originally
tabled at the board’s June meeting
because of legal questions regarding
a cul de sac that would have been
proposed if planning board members
did not approve the application.

At the June meeting, board mem-
ber Robert Newell asked planning
board Attorney Joel Finestein
whether the planning board had a
right to reject a request for a new
street (right of way) if the rest of the
application conformed to Westfield
codes.

In July, Mr. Finestein reported that
if the proposed cul de sac met all
requirements of the town, the Plan-
ning Board would not be allowed to
reject the proposal.

In June, the board heard hours of
testimony from Mr. Dec and Profes-
sional Planner Michael Tobia con-
cerning how a second but less desir-
able proposal for the property could
be sought by the owners and would
not require any variances.

This proposal, according to Mr.
Dec and Mr. Tobia, would include
making a cul de sac for the two
properties — thus requiring no vari-

ances, as the measurements for the
ordinances are made from the street.

With a new street made by the
owners, measurements would fall into
what is requested by the ordinance.

A memorialization was also
granted from the July meeting re-
garding a minor subdivision for 817
Grant Avenue, which was awarded to
D. Villane Construction, L.L.C. The
construction company plans to de-
molish an existing single-family
house, subdivide the property, and
build two, one-family dwellings.

The approval was granted with the
following conditions: the construc-
tion company had to have approval
from the Town Engineer’s Office for
its drainage plan, as well as its soil
erosion plan. It also had to have its
architectural plans approved by the
Site Plan Review Committee, as well
as meet Tree Preservation standards.

Finally, a memorialization was
granted regarding last month’s deci-
sion to approve a third floor addition
at 141 Central Avenue for Weldon
Materials.

Last month, William Weldon, co-
owner and Vice President of the com-
pany, presented testimony and noted
that the addition would increase space
for the managers and allow for “a
better work flow of files.”

The next Planning Board meeting
is scheduled for Thursday, Septem-
ber 4, at 8 p.m. The board will not
meet on the first Monday of the
month, as it usually does, in obser-
vance of Labor Day.

Scheduled for that meeting is tes-
timony regarding an appeal made by
Bruce and Edna Ashforth to subdi-
vide property at 1249 Prospect Street
from an existing single lot into two
single-family building lots.

The appeal was carried over from
the July meeting due to the lateness
of the hour and testimony needed
from an environmental expert.

Kelly Feil Receives
Dean’s List Honors
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Of-

fice of Public Information at
Ithaca College in Ithaca, N.Y.
has announced that Kelly Feil of
Scotch Plains was named to the
Dean’s List for the spring 2003
semester.

An art history major, Kelly
graduated from Union Catholic
Regional High School in Scotch
Plains. She is a member of
Ithaca’s Class of 2005.
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Donate Your Car

Help Can’t Wait
Call: 1-888-999-HELP (4357)

One Call Does It All
Tax Deductible  •  Free Towing

Any Make / Any Model  •  Cars Trucks & Vans

*Some restrictions apply. Advertising supplied by SAS

Westfield / Mountainside Chapter

������

�������

C O M P A N Y

908-322-6405

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
  Repairs • Gutters

See us in the Verizon Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES

Jim HelyW
DIGIOIA

A PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

C E RT I F I E D  T R I A L  L AW Y E R S *

EISEMANHELY

OWEN BRAND

Your Home Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local (908) 789-2730
            Toll Free (888) 489-9680
                         Pager (908) 535-8244
                                      obrand@ivymortgage.com

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

Night & Weekend
Airtime Minutes
on the America’s ChoiceSM network

1000anytime mobile
to mobile minutes

to call any of our 30 million customers nationwide
on our national mobile to mobile network

400anytime
minutes

EVERY MONTH FOR LIFE
All when you sign a new 1 or 2 year Customer Agreement
and remain on the America’s Choice plan.

Plus

Unlimited nationwide long distance
No roaming charges coast-to-coast

now just

39
monthly access

15 East Broad St. Westfield, NJU
C

All when on the America’s Choice Network

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATIONS
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday: 9:30 am to 6:30 pm • Thursday: 9:30 am to 8:00 pm

Friday:  9:30 am to 6:00 pm • Saturday:  10:00 am to 6:00 pm
Sunday: 11:00 am to 4:00 pm

99$

nlimited

Network not available in all areas.  Calls placed while off the America’s Choice network $.69/min.  Mobile to mobile not available throughout the
America’s Choice network.  Requires CDMA tri-mode phone with updated software.

Unlimited

ommunications 908.654.6440

wireless
Authorized Retailer

BACK TO SCHOOL SAVINGS
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MON-FRI 10 TO 6   •   THURS 10 TO 8   •   SUN 12 TO 5

Garwood Factory Showroom

• Open To The Public •

518 North Avenue, Garwood
(908) 789-0140 or Toll-free  (877) MATT-FAC

Mattresses & Box Springs
Made on the Premises

$25 OFF FREEOR

With purchase of any premium bedding set.  Not valid with any other offer.  Exp. 09/30/03

Bed Frame

Tired of Your
Mattress

• Hi-Risers• Hi-Risers• Hi-Risers• Hi-Risers• Hi-Risers

• Brass Beds• Brass Beds• Brass Beds• Brass Beds• Brass Beds

• Bunkie Boards• Bunkie Boards• Bunkie Boards• Bunkie Boards• Bunkie Boards

• Custom Sizes• Custom Sizes• Custom Sizes• Custom Sizes• Custom Sizes

• Electric Beds• Electric Beds• Electric Beds• Electric Beds• Electric Beds

• Folding Cots• Folding Cots• Folding Cots• Folding Cots• Folding Cots

• Split Box Springs• Split Box Springs• Split Box Springs• Split Box Springs• Split Box Springs

• Crib Mattresses• Crib Mattresses• Crib Mattresses• Crib Mattresses• Crib Mattresses

• Sofa Bed Mattresses• Sofa Bed Mattresses• Sofa Bed Mattresses• Sofa Bed Mattresses• Sofa Bed Mattresses

• California King Sizes• California King Sizes• California King Sizes• California King Sizes• California King Sizes

FUTONS
Owned & Operated by

the Shovlin Family

for Over 20 YearsNow Manufacturing
Visco Foam Mattresses

Visit Our Website  •  www.mattressfac.com

Wesley  Allen

State National Guardsmen
To Receive Increased Benefits

TRENTON — Two bills were
signed into law last week by Gover-
nor James McGreevey that increase
per diem base pay for the approxi-
mately 9,000 members of the New
Jersey National Guard and close gaps
in personal and family health care
coverage.

One of the new laws (A-3565)
establishes a minimum per diem base
pay of $100 for members of the
National Guard called to State active
duty, which is an increase from $50
a day pay they used to recieve. The
increase of base pay is expected to
cost the state less than $1 million a
year. The $100 minimum daily base
pay does not include housing and
subsistence allowances.

The second new law (A-3567) will
ensure uninterrupted health cover-
age for immediate family members
of National Guard personnel who are
called to active duty for more than 30
days. If National Guard members
lose their employment-related health
benefits due to their military service
or if they did not have employer-
related health benefits, they will be
eligible for coverage under the State
Health Benefits Program. “I believe
all of us have a moral obligation to do
everything in our power to support
these dedicated men and women for
the sacrifices they are  making. We
cannot ignore the everyday basic
necessities of are guardsmen,” said
Governor McGreevey. “They, like
you and me, have bills to pay and
have family members to take care of.
If these brave men and women are
willing to put their lives at risk for
our well-being, then it is our duty to
provide them and their families with
health coverage.”

Assembly Speaker Albio Sires and
Asm. John Wisniewski and Asm. Neil

Cohen sponsored the legislation (A-
3565). Assembly Assistant Majority
Leader Linda Greenstein and Asm.
John Burzichelli sponsored the leg-
islation (A-3567).

“Since September 11, 2001, our
nation is more aware of the threat of
terrorism and for that reason, our
state has had to increase the use of
the National Guard,” said Asm. Sires
(D-Hudson). “They have earned bet-
ter pay for the sacrifices they have
made in carrying out the mission of
protecting our state and nation.”

“The men and women of the Na-
tional Guard have been called to
protect certain installations, such as
the George Washington Bridge, the
Lincoln and Holland Tunnels, as well
as nuclear power plants,” said
Wisniewksi (D-Middlesex). “In-
creasing their per diem pay is a much-
needed investment. We have an obli-
gation to those who protect us.”

“More than ever before, Ameri-
cans understand and appreciate the
sacrifices that guardsmen and
guardswomen make to defend our
country from attack,” said Cohen
(D-Union). “Nobody should return
to civil life in debt because they took
the time to serve their country.”

“National Guard personnel who
get called for combat duty should not
have to worry about family health
care costs while serving in defense of
our nation,” said Greenstein (D-
Middlesex). “If they are willing to
make sacrifices to preserve national
security, we must relieve them of
some of the worries of caring for
loved ones.”

“This is a way to show our appre-
ciation to the brave men and women
who leave their real lives behind to
protect our shores,” said Burzichelli
(D-Gloucester).

Kean University to Receive
Grant For Global Studies

Vietnam VA Presents Local
Students With Scholarships
AREA – At its June general meet-

ing, Union County Chapter 688 of
the Vietnam Veterans of America
(VVA) presented several scholarships
to local college and high school stu-
dents. Distinguished Honorees with
an award of $500 each are Susan
Carro, Alyson Martucci, Karen
McCourt and Jeremy White. Honor-
able Mention Honorees with an award
of $100.00 each are Tim Dougherty
and Gina Hruska.

Susan, the daughter of Paul and
Dorothy Carro of Summit, just com-
pleted her freshman year at Penn
State University. She is a Communi-
cations Major.

The daughter of Ed and Barbara
Martucci of Clark, Alyson is study-
ing design at the Fashion Institute of
Technology in New York City.

Karen is the daughter of Joe and
Eileen McCourt of Scotch Plains.
She will be a sophomore at Boston
College in the fall, majoring in El-
ementary Education.

The son of Tom and Judy White of
Long Pond, PA, Jeremy just com-

pleted his junior year at Salisbury
University in Maryland where he is a
Communications Major.

Tim is the son of Dennis and Nancy
Dougherty of Westfield. In the fall,
he will be a senior at Montclair State
University where he is a History
Major.

The daughter of John and Sharon
Hruska of Scotch Plains, Gina gradu-
ated from Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School in June. Gina will fur-
ther her education as an Education
Major at Union County College.

The Vietnam Veterans of America
is a veterans’ service organization of
former members of the Armed Forces
of the United States who served dur-
ing the Vietnam War Era – January
1959 through May 1975. VVA Union
County Chapter 688 meets at 7:30
p.m. on the second Tuesday of each
month at American Legion Post 3 on
North Avenue in Westfield.

All Vietnam-era veterans are in-
vited to attend the meetings. For
membership information, contact
Bob Clark at (732) 499-9796.

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS…The Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter
688 Scholarship Winners are from left: Tim Dougherty, Susan Carro, Alyson
Martucci, Karen McCourt and Jeremy White. Not pictured is Gina Hruska.

WASHINGTON — Kean Univer-
sity will receive a $99,350 federal
grant from the U.S. Department of
Education to continue its Global
Studies Program that prepares stu-
dents for careers in the U.S. foreign
service and other diplomatic posts,
Rep. Mike Ferguson, (R-N.J.), an-
nounced on Monday.

The federal grant will help Kean
University continue the school’s Glo-
bal Studies Program, which is designed
to prepare students for careers in the
U.S. foreign service, international units
of federal agencies and diplomatic
positions for the university’s diverse
undergraduate and graduate students.
The comprehensive academic program
in global studies will stress both for-
eign language proficiency and in-depth
knowledge of cultural, socio-eco-
nomic, historical and political issues.

Due to Kean University’s proxim-
ity to the United Nations headquar-
ters in New York City, the academic
program coordinates with U.N.’s in-
ternship program.

During the last three years, Con-
gressman Ferguson has been an advo-
cate for funding the university’s diplo-
matic program. For the upcoming fis-
cal year, which begins Oct. 1, Ferguson
is urging the House Appropriations
Committee to continue financing the
diplomat-training program.

“I’m pleased that this important
funding will help to provide exciting
opportunities to students at Kean
University,” Ferguson said. “This
federal grant will help to prepare
Kean University students with the
diverse backgrounds, skills and ex-
periences needed for a career in
America’s diplomatic efforts.”

Small groups & Low tuition
Improve 100, 150, 200 + points

Powerful test taking tips
Certified Teachers

OUR 27TH YEAR OF SERVICE

EDUCATIONAL SERVICES CENTER 1-800-762-8378

WWW.ESCTESTPREP.COM PSAT / SAT I

CHATHAM, SCOTCH PLAINS,
SUMMIT, METUCHEN, EDISON
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Talking Business

Par Fore to Market
Synthetic Golf Turf

WESTFIELD — Westfield resident
Paul Partridge started a business last
November that may change the grass
golfers play on. His company, Par
Fore, sells and installs synthetic grass
to golf courses in and around the area.

The synthetic grass is different
than what golfers are used to at the
driving range, about two inches thick
to give the feel of real grass. It is also
environmentally friendly due to the
lack of fertilizers and water needed
to maintain real grass.

The life expectancy of the syn-
thetic grass is also much longer than
regular grass. One of the biggest
features of the synthetic grass is that
there are no divots to replace, and it
still gives the feel of hitting on real
grass.

Echo Lake Country Club has had
Par Fore place their product at one of
their driving ranges. The Tuxedo Golf
Club (Tuxedo Park, NY) has retained
Par Fore to replace all the mats on
their driving range and Shore Oaks
Golf Club (Farmingdale) has con-
tracted for two huge sections in place
of natural grass.

FUN ON WHEELS...Skateboarding
is one of the most popular alternative
sports today says Marty Collett,
Westfield “Y” Skateboard Camp Di-
rector. The “Y” offers Skateboarding
Camp for beginners and more ad-
vanced riders. Pictured above, An-
thony Bevilaque raises his skateboard
during the Level 1 class.

 

Research - Field Interviewer 
INTERVIEW PEOPLE FOR UNITED STATES 

GOVERNMENT SPONSORED STUDY 

RESEARCH TRIANGLE INSTITUTE, a research firm in North Carolina, is  
seeking field interviewers to interview randomly selected household  
residents in the Westfield/Union/NJ08, New Jersey areas.  The study will  
start in September and continue through the end of December 2004. 

• Evening and Weekend hours   
• Average 20 to 25 hours per week with a possibility of up to 40 hours  

per week  

• Paid training (7-8 days) 
• Pay range, based on experience, starting at $12.50* 
• Dependable transportation required, mileage reimbursed at .36  
• No solicitation involved, although skills gained from previous sales  

work is helpful  

• Household Interviewing and/or computer experience preferred but not  
necessary  

• Bilingual English/Spanish helpful but not required 

To express an interest, call toll free 1-877-419-1767 and be prepared to enter  
the following 6 digit code: 314434 

*All interviewers will be employed by Headway Corporate Staffing Services, 
 under subcontract to RTI.  Headway Corporate Staffing Services is an Equal  
Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Special Request: Bilingual 

Lauren Pass for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOOLS OF THE TRADE...Captain John Morgan, Westfield Parking Director,
displays the meter mechanisms that his department keeps in constant repair.

Patrick Connor for The Westfield Leader and The Times
INTENSE ATTENTION...Westfield Town Adminstrator Jim Gildea (center)
pays close attention to public comments during Tuesday night’s public meeting
on the parking development proposals. Bob Powell (left) of the developer, HKT
Nassau, ponders his notes. Claire Gray, Executive Assistant to the Administra-
tor is shown on the right. Kris McAloon, Assistant Town Engineer, watches
from the background.
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908-301-0039  •  www.IvyLeagueClinicalHypnosis.com

Ivy League
Clinical Hypnosis Center

We do one thing all day, everyday, one person at a time

Weight-loss and maintenance without struggling, dieting, drugs or surgery

Biographic profile: Dr. Glassman was educated at Columbia, Harvard and Rutgers.
He’s a member of the NY Academy of Sciences, American Board of Hypnotherapy,

International Association of Counselors & Therapists and the American Public Health Association.

“People from all over the US come to Dr.
Glassman because he has a 96% success-rate and
because he knows what it’s like to have been over-
weight. I’ll personally tell you what he’s done for
me. Just call his office and ask for my number.”

The AMA approved hypnosis for
therapeutic use nearly 50 years ago.

- J. G. Isaacs, Middlesex County, NJ

E D I T O R I A L  C A L E N D A R

l?
Dr. Ron Glassman, Ph.D., M.P.H.

Board Certified  •  Registered  •  Insured

For more than 110 years, Shifman Mattress
Company has produced the world's finest
handcrafted mattresses and boxsprings.
Every Ultra Premium set combines natural
cotton upholstery, unique hand-tufting, 
and eight-way hand-tied boxsprings to 
ensure the most durable and comfortable
bedding available. Luxurious comfort, 
quality, and durability - and a great value.
You can count on it.

*Applies to Ultra Premium SETS only. ($40 rebate twin
set, $60 rebate full set, $80 rebate queen set, $110
rebate king set)

** After Rebate prices based on purchase of complete
set - no rebate on purchase of mattress or boxspring
only.

LOVE YOUR BACK. GET CASH BACK

SAVE 35-50%
Plus up to

$110 Instant Rebate
on handcrafted shifman mattresses.*

Limited Time only!

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, New Jersey 07069 (908) 756-7623
33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne, New Jersey 07506 (973) 427-1848

Monday-Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Eves 'till 9 PM • SUNDAY 1-5

BANCROFT
Sugg. Sale
Retail

Twin ea. pc. $240 $119
Full ea. pc. $360 $189

CRYSTAL
Sugg. Sale
Retail

Twin ea. pc. $350 $189
Full ea. pc. $470 $249
Queen set $1120 $599
King set $1630 $899

SAVOY*

Sugg. Sale After**

Retail Rebate

Twin ea. pc. $860 $469 $439
Full ea. pc. $1040 $559 $529
Queen set $2330 $1249 $1169
King set $3290 $1779 $1669

SATURN* OR 

SUPER SANOPEDIC*

Sugg. Sale After**

Retail Rebate

Twin ea. pc. $1000 $539 $519
Full ea. pc. $1210 $649 $619
Queen set $2670 $1449 $1369
King set $3800 $2049 $1939

Savings off of manufacturers suggested retail

PRIVATE PARK…Owner Dominick Verdic improved his property at 105 Elm
Street in Westfield. Although for private use, its fountain, cupola, and slate roofs
create a park-like scene. He was advised by the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion with professional consulting donated from Mark Fischbach of re:BUILD
Architecture and Craig Stock Landscape. The area was originally developed in
1971 and named in honor of Fred Doerrer of a well-known family in Westfield.

GETTING IT DONE…Union County Surrogate James S. LaCorte assists Jan
and Bill Styler of Mountainside with an estate manner at his evening office hours
in Summit. For information on Surrogate LaCorte’s evening appointments, call
(908) 527-4280.

Surrogate Administers
Cases During Evening Hours

UNION COUNTY – Union County
Surrogate James S. LaCorte has ad-
ministered more than 300 estate cases
after-hours since launching his evening
office hours initiative three years ago,
the Surrogate’s Court announced.

Surrogate LaCorte began holding
the evening office hours in 2000 as a
way to meet with residents who have
matters pending before the Surrogate’s
Court but are unable to visit the office
in Elizabeth during the day.

Surrogate LaCorte has handled 323
estates during evening hours - 89 in
Union, 87 in Cranford, 79 in Summit
and 68 in Rahway.

“This initiative has been a tremen-
dous success. The Surrogate’s Court
will continue to work to make using
the services of the Surrogate’s office
as convenient as possible,” he said.

Surrogate LaCorte holds evening
office hours by appointment only.

Appointments must be made 48 hours
in advance by calling (908) 527-4280.

The regular evening office hours
are: Cranford Community Center,
220 Walnut Avenue, the first Mon-
day of the month; Rahway Recre-
ation Center, 275 Milton Avenue, the
second Tuesday; Union Township
Municipal Building, 1976 Morris
Avenue, the third Wednesday; and
Summit City Hall, 512 Springfield
Ave., the fourth Thursday.

As part of his ongoing outreach
efforts, Surrogate LaCorte regularly
speaks with community groups and
civic organizations about the impor-
tance of wills and estate planning,
among other related topics.

Surrogate LaCorte meets with
groups of various sizes several times
each month as part of an initiative to
better educate the public about these
important issues.

Union County Awarded Two
Historic Preservation Grants

UNION COUNTY – Union County
will receive $90,941 through the
Garden State Historic Preservation
Trust Fund for two sites in the county.
Statewide, $11.3 million in funds
will go to 60 different historic sites.

Funds were appropriated for the
following sites: $70,941 for the Dr.
William Robinson Plantation (Clark)
and $20,000 for the Crescent Avenue
Presbyterian Church (Plainfield).

Governor James McGreevey
signed legislation, S2620 and S2638,
which authorizes the expenditures.

“We’re working to save New
Jersey’s historical treasures, so that
generations to come can enjoy them,”
said Governor McGreevey. “Through
historic preservation, we are creating
more livable communities by protect-
ing their character and their history.”

“Governor McGreevey and I are
committed to providing resources
that save our state’s historic sites,
because New Jersey’s historic trea-

sures are the keys to our past,” Com-
missioner Susan Bass Levin said.
“By bringing new life to these struc-
tures and restoring them to their origi-
nal glory, we can unlock their impor-
tance for future generations to en-
joy.”

The Garden State Historic Preser-
vation Trust Fund provides two types
of grants.

Historic Site Management grants
provide for building assessments,
conditions assessments, construction
documents and preservation, acces-
sibility, and landscape plans for the
future care of historic properties.

Capital preservation grants help
fund the restoration, preservation,
repair and rehabilitation of historic
sites for new or continued use by
non-profit organizations or units of
county and municipal governments.

The properties must be listed or
eligible for listing in the State or
National Register of Historic Places. Major Schaefer Receives

9-11 WTC HeroismMedal
CRANFORD – Jim Schaefer, Vice

President with Northeast Planning
Corporation of Cranford and a native
of Short Hills, was recently awarded
the Airman’s Medal for his actions in
the hours immediately following the
September 11th terrorist attacks on
the World Trade Center.

Mr. Schaefer is a Major in the U.S. Air
Force Reserve. The award is the U.S. Air
Forces’s highest award for heroism not
involving actual conflict with the enemy.

Major General Ralph S. Clem,
Mobilization Assistant to the Chief of
Air Force Reserve, made the award in
a special ceremony at the Pentagon.

According to the citation accompa-
nying the award, which was presented
at the direction of President George
W. Bush, Major Schaefer distin-
guished himself by ignoring the dan-

gers of smoke and fire at the North
Tower just before it collapsed and
assisted civilians to safety. Over the
course of the next few days, Major
Schaefer emerged as a key leader by
working with the military in setting
up an emergency command post and
coordinating the action of approxi-
mately 160 military volunteers.

Major Schaefer graduated from
Dartmouth College and holds an
MBA degree from Harvard. He was
a Special Assistant to former Gover-
nor Thomas H. Kean and served as
the Governor’s speechwriter and ad-
vance representative. He also served
as Associate Director of the Office of
Public Liaison at the White House
under President George W. Bush.

Mr. Schaefer is the son of Eleanor
and C. James Schaefer III of Short Hills.Boxwood Hall to Exhibit

UC Courthouse Memorabilia
COUNTY—Boxwood Hall, an his-

toric site in Elizabeth that hosted and
housed George Washington and other
major figures from the American
Revolution, is collecting artifacts and
memorabilia related to the 100th an-
niversary of the Union County Court-
house. The collection will be part of a
temporary exhibit during the County’s
annual “Four Centuries in a Week-
end” celebration Oct. 18-19.

Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi
said Boxwood Hall will display pho-
tographs, papers, artifacts and other
related memorabilia dating to the early
20th century. Persons with items to
share or with suggestions can call
Susan Coen, Director of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs, at (908) 558-2550.

Specifically, exhibitors are hoping to
find interior and exterior photographs,
newspaper articles, event programs, and
more. For more than 330 years, a govern-
ment building has stood at Broad Street
and Rahway Avenue in Elizabeth. The
present Courthouse was erected from
1903 to 1905 and has seen several expan-
sions and renovations since.

The Boxwood Hall State Historic
Site (Boudinot Mansion) was a resi-
dence and gathering place for promi-
nent American statesmen of the late
18th and early 19th centuries. In 1772,
it became the home of Elias Boudinot,
who served as president of the Con-
tinental Congress.

A young Alexander Hamilton lived
at Boxwood Hall while attending
school in Elizabethtown. George
Washington visited Boudinot and a
committee of Congress in 1789 en
route to his inauguration.

In 1795, it was sold to Jonathan
Dayton, a signer of the Constitution,
Speaker of the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives and member of the U.S.
Senate. In 1824, Dayton hosted the
Marquis de Lafayette during his
American tour.

Son Takes Over Hayward,
Follows Father’s 40 Years

ELIZABETH — Hayward Indus-
tries announced that Westfield resident
Robert Davis has been appointed as its
new president and chief executive of-
ficer. Mr. Davis takes the reigns from his
father Oscar Davis, who will stay as
Chairman of the Board and remain
active with the company. Mr. Robert
Davis provided The Westfield Leader
and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood with background informa-
tion on his father.

Born in Budapest, Hungary, Oscar
Davis arrived in the U.S. at Ellis Island
in 1928 — he was three years old. As a
child growing up around the great de-
pression, he developed a sense of pur-
pose and practicality at an early age.

Mr. Davis grew up in the Bronx
and graduated from Brooklyn Tech.
He joined the Army in 1943, where
he served in the Infantry in Germany.
As a young man, Mr. Davis worked
in the plastics industry, later estab-
lishing his own business. By the time
he had reached his late 30s, Mr.
Davis had owned, operated, and sold
his first business venture.

In 1964, Mr. Davis purchased a
metal fabrication company, known
today as Hayward Industries. For
Mr. Davis, it was a unique opportu-
nity to apply his plastics background
to the pool products industry.

Over the past 39 years, Mr. Davis
has grown Hayward from a small
business based in New York into a
multi-million dollar global organi-
zation with more than 1,500 employ-
ees worldwide. Through innovative
product design, Mr. Davis positioned
Hayward as one of the first compa-
nies to engineer pool products utiliz-
ing plastic components.

Oscar Davis attributes most of his
success to the Hayward employees.
“The secret to my success has been
our employees,” said Mr. Davis.
“From our management and plant
staff to our sales force and distribu-
tors, we have a team unlike any in the
industry,” he continued.

Recently awarded the 2002 Ellis
Island Medal of Honor, Oscar Davis
joins a distinguished list of award
winners, including four Presidents,
several Senators and Congressman,
and Nobel Prize Winners.

Mr. Oscar Davis, an avid car collec-
tor and model airplane builder, is a
member of the Friar’s Club of New
York and The United Jewish Appeal –
Swimming Pool Division, the latter of
which he served as Chairman.

A resident of New York, he and his
wife Betty have six children and eight
grandchildren.  Now Oscar’s son Rob-
ert will take over as C.E.O.

“Over the past 39 years, Hayward
Industries has prided itself on its growth
and innovation,” said Mr. Oscar Davis.
“Robert has been a key player in that
success, and together, we look forward
to meeting the challenges and growth
objectives that lie ahead.”

Robert joined Hayward Industries
in 1976. Since then, he has held posi-
tions of increasing responsibility in
both the Pool Products and Industrial
Products businesses. For the past 10
years, he has served as a member of its
Board of Directors as well as presi-
dent and chief executive officer of
Hayward Industrial Products (roles
which he will retain in conjunction
with his new responsibilities).

During this time, he has success-
fully developed Hayward Industrial
Products into a global filtration busi-
ness with operations in North America,
Europe, Asia and Latin America.

Robert graduated from the Univer-
sity of Kansas with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Civil Engineering.
He also received a PMD certificate
from Harvard Business School in 1989.

The company is headquartered in
Elizabeth, NJ. For further informa-
tion, contact Hayward at (908) 351-
5400, or visit the company Website
at www.haywardnet.com.

Mr. Wasser to Perform
August 13 at JCC

SCOTCH PLAINS — Baritone
singer Ken Wasser will visit the Jew-
ish Community Center (JCC) of Cen-
tral New Jersey’s Wilf Jewish Com-
munity Campus, located at 1391
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains, at
11 a.m. on Wednesday, August 13.

Mr. Wasser’s résumé includes per-
formances in Broadway’s The Sound
of Music, as well as leading roles in
Carousel, Oklahoma!, Brigadoon and
Fiddler on the Roof. He has also
starred in several operas and operet-
tas, and is a regular soloist with the
Garden State Pops Orchestra.

The performance will be followed
by a kosher lunch. For further infor-
mation, please call (908) 889-8800,
extension no. 207.
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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Plessor – A small hammer with a

soft head
2. Pleurenchyma – The cellular tissue

which is the chief constituent of wood
3. Delenda – Things to be blotted out

or erased
4. Tylarus – One of the callous pads on

the underside of the toes of birds

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

DILANIATION
1. A tearing in pieces
2. In zoology, having no joints
3. Pulling back or retreating suddenly
4. A turning or veering off course

HAMADRYAS
1. Minced chicken or veal, mixed with

eggs and bread crumbs in the shape of a
ball

2. Dog-faced ape
3. A green vegetable pigment
4. Solidified; hardened

HALLUX
1. A small spike or elongated cluster

of flowers in grasses
2. A nerve cell connected with other

nerve cells
3. The great toe
4. A flying squirrel

THALLASSIC
1. Readiness of mind in managing

operations; mental adroitness
2. Pertaining to the night
3. Apathetic; disinterested
4. Of the sea or ocean

Orphans In Guatemala Thank You For
Their Wonderful Christmas in July

This year, I planned my summer
vacation to visit the Mayan ruins and
spend a few weeks volunteering with an
orphanage in Guatemala. Two weeks
before my flight, my mother and I catered
an event for Somerset Medical Center.

In the course of the evening, we spoke
lightly about the upcoming trip, and as
we were leaving, the host handed us 300
pens to bring to the children in
Guatemala. A few days later, I was
chatting at the office of The Westfield
Leader and telling them about my
plans...within minutes, I was given
another box of pens to be handed out as
school supplies.

Based on my past experience in New
Jersey with social service donations and
fund raising, I decided to see how much
in donations I could raise in the 10
remaining days. I contacted the director
of the Casa Guatemala Orphanage, home
to 250 children, and received an overview
of the program and a prioritized list of
urgent needs.

My mother and I wrote a brief
description and emailed it to family,
friends, neighbors, and posted it at the
Jolly Trolley (forgot to mention that I
bartend there).

I have to say that I was completely
unprepared for the overwhelming
response of generosity that we were met
with! The Jolly Trolley began to feel like
donation headquarters and within 10

days, we received almost 500 pounds of
donations from medical supplies to
clothing and school supplies.

When the supplies arrived in
Guatemala, the director told me that the
orphanage was beginning to whisper that
Christmas was coming.

Visiting Guatemala and seeing the
supplies from the far away towns of
Westfield and Cranford has been an
incredible experience. I have also had
the opportunity to volunteer as an English
teacher for the few children that are on
their way to adoption in the United States
(two are coming to New Jersey)!

Today, I spent the lesson struggling
with my broken Spanish and trying to
explain where in the world is Westfield,
New Jersey and “What is a Jolly Trolley?”

I would like to extend a heartfelt sincere
thank you to everyone, especially: The
Jolly Trolley management, Bill and staff,
and the regular “corner crew”, The
Westfield Leader, Somerset Medical
Center, Steven at Feast Catering, Chris
and Joel from Continental Airlines, Drew
and Charon from Gold Medal Fitness,
Kean University HOPE Action Group,
Jim and Cara Foerst, and everyone in the
High Street area of Cranford!

Thank you for the wonderful
Guatemalan Christmas in July!

Mary Alyce Torpy
Cranford

Resident Agrees With
County Geese Gassing
I read the report of the July 24 Union

County Board of Chosen Freeholders. I
think geese supporters were overly rep-
resented, and I can’t accept that the
views expressed were those of the ma-
jority of residents in Union County.

In recent years, it seems as if we have
been overwhelmed with geese. There
used to be dozens of ducks around the
pond in Mindowaskin Park; ducks are
pleasant creatures, and years ago, we
used to take our children down to feed
them bread. The geese that have seem-
ingly replaced the ducks generate a stag-
gering amount of droppings, which make
it hard to even walk along a path without
stepping in the mess. It’s unsanitary and
unsightly.

I heartily condone the recent program
to humanely gas a small number of geese.
I hope they gas the lot.

Simon Lack
Westfield

WHS Ice Hockey Assoc.
Thanks The Leader,

Publisher for Support
The Westfield High School Ice Hockey

Association would like to thank The
Westfield Leader and you (the publisher)
for the publicity that you have given the
program over the last year.

The coverage of the Westfield High
School Ice Hockey team assisted us in
having a record fundraising year. I am
sure that your editorials played a role in
influencing the Board of Education to
begin providing financial support for
our program this season by paying for
the varsity coach.

Best wishes to The Westfield Leader
for continued success.

Thomas Madaras
Treasurer, WHS Ice Hockey

Association

Letters to
the Editor

Reader Explains Why Downloading
Music Harms Hardworking Musicians

The illegal theft of music off of the
Internet is an issue near and dear to my
heart. I have read countless opinions like
Ms. Le Poidevin’s in last week’s Leader
and I’ve had countless arguments with
people who share similar opinions.

One thing is clear to me: people do not
understand how the music business
works. It is not as cut and dry as you may
think. In fact, it is a lot more compli-
cated.

Let me tell you that I am not against
digital download or MP3 technology.
This is obviously the way my children
will be buying their music as well as my
grandchildren, etc. I do know that the
record label’s business model is out-
dated and needs to be addressed.

I also agree that they charge too much
for their products and their methods of
paying artists for the sale of their music
is in desperate need of an overhaul. With
that in mind, you should also know my
background. I am not attempting to toot
my own horn, but I feel it is important for
you to know how I formed my opinions.

I have been a musician my whole life.
I began playing the drums when I was
seven years old and stayed with it all
through college. I hold an A.A. in clas-
sical piano and a B.A. in classical per-
cussion. I played professionally for over
10 years, and my biggest claim to fame
was being in a rock band that was signed
to Sire/Warner Brothers records. We did
two albums and toured extensively —
opening for headliners like the Goo Goo
Dolls, BareNaked Ladies, Sublime, and
PJ Harvey.

The band broke up, and I eventually
went to work for Mercury/Def Jam
records in Manhattan; where I started as
a low-level talent scout and finished my
stint as a marketing product manager.

Many of you think that when you
download music you are “sticking it” to
big, greedy, corporate labels. The truth
is you’re hurting the artists more than
you know. See, most major label con-
tracts today are signed; and the band’s
royalty rate (what they get paid per al-
bum sold) does not kick in until the label
recoups the cost of their investment.

What does that mean? It means that
when a band/artist signs their deal, they
are “advanced” the cost for recording
and producing an album. This is not a
cheap venture, and most advances run
into the middle six figures.

Let’s say a five-piece band gets a deal
with Behemoth records and are advanced
$250,000 for recording costs. The band
does not make dime one until the label
recoups that money. They recoup that

money through the sale of CD’s.
Now, don’t forget that a band is also

advanced money for publicity, tour sup-
port, mastering and “radio promotion”
(which is a fancy way of saying “payola”
but that’s another story). By the time
these costs add up, the average band is in
the hole for about $500,000, give or take.

So every time you download a song or
a full album, you’re cutting into any
chance an artist has of making money,
because the label isn’t making theirs.

Some of you may say “Well then,
artists need to make their money on T-
shirt sales and touring.” If you’re in a
band that has just released one album,
chances are you’re playing to small clubs
and selling four $10 T-shirts a night.
This is not a wage one can live on.
Established acts can survive on T-shirt
sales. People will drop $35 dollars on a
Springsteen shirt because…he’s Bruce
Springsteen.

Young bands tell a different story.
They don’t get $75 a ticket and are lucky
if they break even at all after their first
album.

I get angry when artists like Dave
Matthews and U2 say things like “Take
our music, we don’t care.” They are
established acts and became so prior to
digital technology and Peer-to-Peer file
sharing sites. To say that is silly and not
fair to the bands coming up today.

If you steal music off of the Internet,
don’t dress it up as some kind of a
“statement.” You are simply taking
something for free, and you are also
violating federal copyright laws as well
as taking money from artists’ pockets.

I don’t like paying that toll every time
I drive on the Turnpike, but what’s going
to happen if I start ignoring tollbooths?
Peer-to-Peer sites like Kazaa are also
creating a disrespect for intellectual prop-
erty and those who make their living
through it. Songwriters and artists do not
get paid a salary or an hourly wage. They
get paid when people pay for the right to
use their creations for personal enjoy-
ment and enlightenment.

Treat artists and their music with the
respect they deserve and pay to use it.
It’s the only fair thing to do. If you don’t
like paying the high price for CDs, then
don’t buy them. Listen to the radio or
watch MTV.

Stealing music is not “saying” any-
thing to anyone except the artists. You’re
telling them you don’t respect what they
do and are preventing them from making
a living.

Patrick Cerria
Westfield

‘My Neighbor’s Dog’
Writer Apologizes And
Will Walk New Friend
Accusing a man of neglecting his pet

is a serious allegation. What appears to
one person as a listless animal, bored by
his surroundings, may just be an older
dog who likes to sleep outside under the
trees.

Last week, I wrote a letter raising
concerns about the apparent neglect of
my neighbor’s dog.

After a frank discussion with that
neighbor and his daughter, it has become
apparent that the dog is well cared for
and receives the kind of attention, exer-
cise and affection that he deserves. I was
wrong and I apologize.

My neighbor’s dog is older, a bit less
active than he was, and wisely sleeps
through most of these hot summer days.
As my neighbor’s daughter points out,
it’s far more comfortable for him to be
outside than spend hours inside a non-
air-conditioned house.

While my intentions were genuine, I
made a poor decision in raising those
concerns. It was far easier to write a
letter than look my neighbor in the eye
and questioning his handling of his pet.
That was wrong.

As for the dog, he has a new set of
friends to play with. My neighbors gra-
ciously accepted my request for my
daughter and I to walk the dog. He’s
going to get very tired.

Michael Snizek
Westfield

Downtown Property Owners Should
Bear the Risk of Northside Deck Costs

Anyone attending the public meet-
ings on the proposed parking decks
knows that the town has yet to put forth
any financial details as to how these
projects will pay for themselves.

Yes, the mayor and developer have
gone on record stating that the parking
improvements can be accomplished
with zero tax increase. But so far, all we
have is their word on the matter since
no specifics have been offered. What
we do know, however, is that projects
of this size and scope are not immune to
financial risk, and that if there are rev-
enue shortfalls, they will have to be
made up somehow.

I have a common sense solution that
addresses the financial risk of the north
side deck. For many years, the down-
town property owners have been lead-
ing the charge for a North Side deck.
We have been told countless times that
their employees have nowhere to park,
and thus they are forced to feed the
meters or park illegally.

With the construction of a North Side
deck, the downtown property owners
and their retail tenants will finally have
the additional parking capacity they
have been crying for. Best of all, the
Town of Westfield is assuming the fi-
nancial risk of this project, even though
the downtown property owners stand to
profit handsomely from a successful
project.

Downtown property values have sky-
rocketed over the past 10 years and,
with more spaces available to shoppers,
their rental and property values will
surely continue their upward spiral.

Given the disproportionate upside
potential for the downtown property
owners versus your average Westfield
homeowner, I question the fairness of
the manner in which the financial risk
of this project is being shouldered.

Downtown property owners pay only
12 percent of the overall town tax bill —
the other 88 percent is footed by you and
I. Should revenues from the North Side

deck fall short, you can bet that a tax
increase would follow. What’s the alter-
native? Default on the revenue bonds
and endanger the town’s credit rating??
The town would never let that happen.
Lacking any other source of funds, the
town would be forced to raise taxes.

If that is the case, I say make up the
shortfall through a special assessment
on the downtown property owners. They
stand to gain the most from this struc-
ture, so why shouldn’t they have some
skin in the game?? A mere 12 percent
contribution by those who led the charge
for a North Side deck seems grossly
inadequate.

Being a resident in the impact zone of
the Prospect/Elm site, it would irk me
to not only look at that ever-growing
monstrosity (we are now up to four
levels and 470 spaces) but also to take
more money off of my family’s table
because of weaker than expected park-
ing demand.

If the downtown property owners are
so confident that they can fill the North
Side deck, let them shoulder the finan-
cial risk! It’s only fair.

Jim Boyes
Westfield

Donation Will Help WF Library
Mission of Enriching Community

Students Face Difficult Transition
From Home to College This Month
Arriving back home in May, throngs of college

coeds search for the evasive summer job and ways
to keep busy amidst the summer swelter and the
unusual, oft forgotten parental guidance and wis-
dom absent in dorm life.

Once jobs are established comes the difficult
continuum of furthering one’s career while main-
taining sanity by attempting to rekindle idle friend-
ships from high school, furthering new friendships
from college, and fighting off boredom and the
aforementioned parental wisdom.

College life eventually bleeds into home life,
filled with responsibilities and a lack of time,
patience, and sleep. The problem is, once the
routine of home life is set firmly, it’s early August
and OfficeMax and Staples have cluttered the air
and sound waves with displays of overstuffed
backpacks (causing scoliosis), notepads, organiz-
ers, and overpriced glow pens to remind you that
your time is running out.

At The Westfield Leader offices, Steve Krakauer
and Michael Pollack have contributed a wide array
of articles and office assistance to help the
longstanding publication. In less than a month,
however, Steve and Michael head back to Syracuse
University and Gettysburg College, respectively.

While they have seemingly adapted to life at the
newspaper with ease, going back to college always

remains a stiffer challenge. First, the ever-abun-
dant to-do list remains long. Keep up with old
friends, try to maintain camaraderie with new
college buddies, appease the family, attempt to
read (for fun), prepare for the arduous workload
ahead while balancing the current one, and most
importantly, preparing for next summer by work-
ing hard until the bitter end of the summer. Not to
mention, the summer heat tends to turn our active
brains to mush.

Summer does represent a break from the mo-
notony, bad food, poor hygiene and declining men-
tal and physical health that occur at college. The
transition is difficult, however, from university to
the home. Humans inherently are creatures of habit.
Change disturbs our cycle and is a cause for distress.
Before we have a chance to adapt, the next step is
being planned, a blow to our fragile psyches.

Freedom, abundant in college, is curtailed at
home, causing tension and aggravation for the
college student arriving home and wishing for
nothing more than a warm bed and a good meal.
Before long, he or she is being thrust back into the
work world and by August the college student’s
brain has received more mood swings than Mike
Tyson. Similar to what George Costanza once
uttered in “Seinfield,” “Home-life student would
kill College-life student, they cannot coexist.”

Westfield residents coming in contact with the
Westfield Memorial Library will notice their
staff’s vested interest in facilitating learning in
children and adults.

The library truly does foster a love for reading
at a young age, a valuable tool for advancing in
the Westfield school system and furthering your
education.

At a young age, children are exposed to
Storytimes, Little Listeners, and Tiny Tales. All
of these initiatives promote reading and listen-
ing to stories as an enjoyable experience. Even
before children can read their first words, the
library has made it their duty to help children
love reading.

One has to smile when learning that the
Westfield Memorial Library received a check
for $21,790.

The monies will go toward requested items
such as 400 paperback prizes to support the
Summer Reading Club “Read and Grow @ Your
Library” program. Each item will be stamped as
a “Gift From the Friends of the Library.”

The funds the library received will provide for
“Great Illustrated Classics,” which are popular
children’s stories set in large type with reinforced
library bindings, as well as “Sports and Games
Through History,” a three-volume reference set
dealing with games of ancient civilizations, me-
dieval cultures and 18th and 19th centuries.

Adults also can reap the benefits of the

Westfield Memorial Library. Between book clubs
to rediscover the love of reading, informative
sessions focused on adult needs (such as starting
a new business), and The Shakespeare Theatre
of New Jersey’s “the next stage ensemble” which
brings productions to local communities during
the summer months, adults can enjoy reading
and all that the library has to offer despite hectic
schedules and limited time.

For adults, the funds allowed for the acquisi-
tion of “The Beat Generation,” a three-volume
set on the major topics, authors and works of the
period; “Harlem Renaissance,” a three-volume
overview of the Renaissance and major literary
figures and the “Gale Encyclopedia of Everyday
Law.” This two-volume set includes historical
background, important statutes and cases and
details of how law differs from state to state.

The library serves as a valuable tool by hosting
pajama night reading sessions for the
community’s youngest children, to providing
elementary school summer reading lists, to help-
ing with high school research papers, to assist-
ing with collegiate needs, to rediscovering a love
for reading as an adult, all the while providing
fun cultural enrichment.

The funds procured will only aid the library in
helping the next young generation of children
discover reading as a fun alternative to gory
video games and mind numbing television pro-
grams.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 2pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

Submittal Formats
Email photos, articles, legals,

classifieds and Ads.
For more information, see

www.goleader.com/help

Erratum
In the July 31 edition of The

Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
it was misstated in the headline
that Fanwood Residents Fear De-
velopment Will Increase Flooding
Near Cedar Brook. Residents of
both Scotch Plains and Fanwood
were present at the meeting and
voiced concern.

In the same article Ms. Colleen
Huehn was quoted as saying, “I
can’t handle more water” where it
should have read “It (the Cedar
Brook) can’t handle more water.”

We regret the errors.
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MONDAY-SATURDAY 10-5:30 • THURSDAY EVENING ‘TIL 9 PM • SUNDAY 1-5

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, New Jersey 07069 • (908) 756-7623
33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne, New Jersey 07506 • (973) 427-1848

AND SAVE 25-50% 
ON ANY OTHER NEW FURNITURE ORDER

NOW DURING THE STOREWIDE SUMMER SALE!

SAVE 45% OFF NEW
HENKEL-HARRIS ORDERS!

DURING THE STOREWIDE SUMMER SALE

Savings off of Manufacturers' Suggested Retail.

Chippendale Arm Chair W 26 D 25 H 40.
Retail $2120. Sale $1166.

Chippendale Side Chair W 22 D 24 1⁄2 H 40
Retail $1855. Sale $1020.

Oval Dining Table L76 W46 H30 Ext. to 124
Retail $8613. Sale $4737.

Credenza W68 D20 H38 - Retail $9938. Sale $5465.

Breakfront China W66 D18 H86 - Retail $18,007.  Sale $9904.

Letters to the Editor
WF Resident Writes Development,

Parking  Views To Mayor and Council
Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to

Westfield Mayor and Council, and it was
copied to the newspaper.

During council meetings and parking
deck hearings, residents expressed a
number of concerns to MRA, Nassau
HKT Associates and to you regarding
the construction of the proposed decks
and redevelopment. Issues included:
project financing; property tax implica-
tions; traffic impacts; safety and secu-
rity concerns; non-resident commuter
use; reconstruction; possible environ-
mental and pollution issues; selected
locations; marketability of retail and
apartment space and impact to schools;
traffic concerns from retail and apart-
ments; deck heights; quality of life con-
cerns and diminished views…etc.

A couple points to consider when ex-
amining traffic, safety and environmen-
tal concerns:

1. The same developer who is con-
structing the decks is also subcontract-
ing the traffic study to evaluate its im-
pact. This has the appearance of a con-
flict of interest, although at the hearings,
we were told that the traffic study sub-
contractor abides by industry standards
and codes; and that shouldn’t be a con-
cern. I suppose that’s true, but if the
Nassau HKT Associates, through the
subcontractor’s report advises that there
is only a low to moderate impact to the
Central/South Avenue intersection and
the traffic circle (from nearly tripling
the size of the South Avenue lot), I will
have some serious concerns. I hope you
would too.

2. The downtown parking deck solu-
tion primarily seeks to find adequate
longer term parking for existing em-
ployees and downtown businesses to
correct the problem of customers cir-
cling to find a parking space. The pro-
posed solution is to move existing cars
from various downtown parking areas to
a centralized location to make more room
for shoppers and stop the circling. The
debate on the size, structure and location
are on-going, but the goal is to move
existing cars.

The goal of the South Avenue parking
deck, as we know, is different. It seeks to
increase the volume of commuter park-
ing spaces by eliminating the wait list.
The primary purpose of constructing the
South Avenue deck does not seek to
improve traffic flow by redirecting ex-

isting cars, but to resolve the perceived
wait list problem by nearly tripling the
number of parking spaces as a conve-
nience to those on the wait list.

This solution increases cars and traf-
fic through our town, which also com-
promises safety, in addition to the other
issues mentioned above. Although maybe
not intended, isn’t this solution contrary
to the views of most Westfielders?

3. Have we really exhausted all pos-
sible solutions to the wait list problem?
In Maplewood, residents there were over-
whelmingly opposed to building a park-
ing deck (like Westfield) and established
jitney service. See http://
www.gsenet.org/library/21trn/jitneys-
.php. They also obtained Federal funds
to help pay for the service! Other towns
with active programs include Glen Ridge,
Montclair, and as reported in the June
19, 2003 issue of The Westfield Leader-
Times, jitney service is being introduced
in Scotch Plains. In fact, the jitneys to
Scotch Plains are being provided by the
state at no charge.

It’s possible that with such a service,
the use of the South Avenue lot may
actually decrease with commuters not
wanting to spend over $700 a year for a
permit, but rather ride on a jitney with
little or no out of pocket costs. Why
don’t we continue to pursue this solu-
tion?

4. We should also investigate what it
would take to actually fill the South
Avenue and Watterson parking lots on a
daily basis. Perhaps for a trial period,
free up a certain number of waitlisted
commuters with special temporary per-
mits and see what happens for two
months. Start them in the Watterson lot,
and move up Watterson Street permit
holders to South Avenue on a temporary
basis, and examine its impact, if any.

You now appear committed to build-
ing this parking structure in a fully de-
veloped town, while the trend statewide
is to develop alternative means to get-
ting to train stations. I ask that you
reconsider committing to a $22 million
South Avenue parking structure, which
increases traffic, compromises safety,
and has environmental concerns, as the
trend statewide appears to contradict
your direction.

I look forward to your reply.

William West
Westfield

Jenny Boyd of Garwood
Shares Her ‘Y’ Experiences
WESTFIELD – In a speech to the

United Way of Westfield, which re-
cently held hearings to determine fund-
ing allocations for 2004, Garwood resi-
dent Jenny Boyd discussed how the
Westfield “Y” impacted her life from
adolescence into young womanhood.

An 18-year-old graduate of Arthur L.
Johnson High School in Clark, Jenny is
currently a student at Lasell College in
Boston. She is studying human services,
with the goal of “improving the social-
ization of girls everywhere.”

Jenny discussed the ways the “Y”
made a difference in her life, highlight-
ing the pivotal experiences she has had
with its Lilith summer camp program. A
one-week overnight camp, Lilith is de-
signed specifically for middle school-
aged girls.

“The Westfield ‘Y’ was and continues
to be my muse,” she told those in atten-
dance. “I was going to start off this
speech by asking myself where I would
be without the ‘Y,’ but then, I don’t even
really want to know.

“I was 13, selfish, lost, unhappy, and
I just thought the YMCA was some
mythical entity the Village People liked
to sing about. I knew the dance.

“But I didn’t know what it was all
about. I didn’t know the ‘Y’ would have
such an impact on me. The ‘Y’ has
infected me with an insatiable craving to
make a difference in the world.

“I joined the Leaders’ Club when I
was in eighth grade. I joined because my
friend had told me there were cute boys
— I didn’t really know what I was ex-
pected to do, and I thought community
service was just something criminals
did.

“I credit the ‘Y’ with instilling what
are, to me, constant reminders of what it
means to be a leader and, furthermore,
what have become my most persevering
values to this day — respect, responsi-
bility, caring and honesty.

“If you ask me my goal in life, it is
definitely to cause positive social change
in the world. If you want my specific life
plan, I’ll tell you, quite frankly, that I
plan to be the Empress of Lilith Interna-

tional.
“I have had the absolute joy to work

with Lilith Camp since the program be-
gan in 2000. At a leaders’ meeting, Dave
Mueller (Director of Family Life at Y)
came to speak about a concept for a week
where girls would come to understand
competence, connection and autonomy.

“I didn’t know anything about
women’s issues, or about building con-
nections with younger girls. I knew that
I’d had mentors, but I didn’t know I was
about to be one.

“These days, it’s hard to get my mind
off of Lilith at all. What could be more
meaningful than taking a group of fan-
tastic girls and teaching them important
facts about growing up as a female in
today’s society?

“It is such a valuable opportunity for
the girls to become involved in the ser-
vice we do at camp, especially at a
crucial time in life where they will ulti-
mately be forming their identities.

“It’s important to know that I didn’t
always have the ‘Y”s influence in my
life, so I can see the change, feel the
change, and live the change.

“Equally important as making a dif-
ference in someone else’s life, Lilith and
the ‘Y’ continue to teach me to make a
difference in my own life. Through the
years, my mentors at the ‘Y,’ along with
programs like Leaders and Lilith Camp,
have served as a vehicle to reflect on
who I am, who I was, who I want to be,
and how I can get there.

“Without the ‘Y,’ I would never have
had enough strength to dream, let alone
to realize the means to achieve my dreams
lie within myself.

“Margaret Mead said, ‘Never believe
that a few caring people can’t change the
world. For indeed, that’s all who ever
have.’

“Changing the world begins on an
individual level. A few caring people,
like at the ‘Y,’ are all it takes to set a
change in motion.

“I would like to say thank you to the
United Way for their continued support
and for the opportunity to share my
experiences,” Jenny concluded.

A reader writes: I heard you made
yourself unpopular recently when
you told a group of parents that in
today’s society, we tend to commit
our children to too many activities.
Mothers, mostly, drive their kids to
one activity after another – Sports,
music, ballet, etc., and the list goes
on and on.

Is it not healthy to expose your
child to many activities so that they
can learn and grow, and through per-
formance and preference, the child
selects his interests and priorities? Is
it better to be indifferent to your
child’s growth or to become overpro-
tective and limit his activities? Your
response, please, or should I say,
defense?

Answer: I need not defend my-
self. In reference to a speech I made
before young mothers who were at-
tempting to define a healthy parenting
role, I received a warm response as I
clarified my professional view of
parents’ attempts to help a child de-
velop in a healthy and appropriate
manner.

I said that children need to be
involved in diverse activities and
social situations. I felt that there
should be a limit, preferably two
activities a week. The main environ-
ment for healthy development is
within the family. I recommend the
balancing of outside situations with
children interacting with family
members.

I would like to see children and
adult family members having dinner
(and other meals together), talking
about the day’s events, problems and
other meaningful areas. I would like
the word (concept) “leisure” put forth
– it is okay to relax, chill out, do
things locally, watch TV (yes, I said
that), etc. We can and should provide
this balance, and still be the best of
parents. Try it!

An adult daughter writes:
Mother’s Day and Father’s Day have
come and gone, and I’ve tried to
remember all the things you have
written about getting along with par-
ents and in-laws. And yet certain
patterns keep repeating themselves:
“These people” come in, feel they
are entitled to say and do what they
want, even if it hurts.

My mother (and my mother-in-
law) is like the person on the TV
show “Everybody Loves Raymond.”
I try to overlook confrontation or
even try to tell them how I differ on
some things, but they out-talk me.
I’ve come very close to telling my
mother-in-law to stay away. Should I

argue with her directly or get my
husband to support me? He has cer-
tainly witnessed some ugly scenes.

Answer: I encourage you to deal
with the activities here and now; do
not let them build up. The way to
start is to set boundaries. Immedi-
ately decide what you will tolerate,
and what will make you feel com-
fortable. Regarding your mother,
have good eye contact. Tell her
your feelings when you argue or
disagree on matters, and tell her
she is out of order when she be-
comes insistent or controlling. Ex-
plain this is unacceptable. If you
can set up the rules of communica-
tion, you will feel great.

In regard to your mother-in-law, I
would speak to your husband and let
him know what is bothering you, and
request that he talk to his mother,
with the understanding that he will
support you and speak for the two of
you, regardless of how difficult it
may be. And with these firm bound-
aries, you will feel more comfort-
able with the outcome.

A distraught reader writes: I have
been living with “Paul” (disguised
name) for 10 years. We have an eight-
year-old son. I left home at age 18
because of an abusive father and a
home in which my parents fought
constantly. I met Paul and we began
to live together.

Although he was kind and consid-
erate, he soon began to find fault
with me, and our relationship be-
came similar to the one my parents
have been in for so many years. At
times he can still be thoughtful, but
when he has one drink, he gets nasty
and abusive. I’ve been too afraid to
tell him how unhappy I feel.

The thought of being alone wor-
ries me. I have some good friends
who tell me to leave, and say I can
stay with them until I feel better and
get a job. It is not easy to make this
decision. What do you suggest?

Answer: You may want to con-
sider a plan of action I often encour-
age. It is called the work out–walk
out strategy. Make your decision to
go to Paul, confront him with your
feelings, insist that he become sensi-
tive to you, and agree to seek joint
therapy. In other words, work out the
problem now.

If Paul continues to be abusive and
destructive in the relationship, walk
out; that is, seek your friends’ help
and leave this unhappy situation and
get therapy. Do not wait much longer.
You will be saving your soul, as well
as your child’s.

Children Should Have Balance
Of Home, Outside Activities

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!

Fanwood Reader Is Concerned About
The Borough Redevelopment Plan

Mr. Whitaker, President of the
Fanwood Council, responded to my con-
cerns in a letter (The Times; July 24). If
the council has reached out as he states,
it should be commended. Don’t stop
there. There are business owners within
the designated redevelopment area that
are not comfortable with the plan, and
the sense on the street is that the borough
is going to push this forward no matter
what.

That may not be the case from where
you sit, Mr. Whitaker. But as a journal-
ist, you must know the message you send
isn’t always the message received.

The Fanwood redevelopment plan
addresses the bricks and mortar of down-
town. That’s a great beginning, but a
business district is made up of more than
bricks and mortar. There are individuals
who have built their lives around this
area and they have real concerns about
their future. They have a substantial
financial stake in this process.

I doubt you would find one resident or
business owner who would not want the
pleasant downtown envisioned by the
redevelopment committee. It’s the imple-
mentation that appears to have cause for
concern. Clearly, when business owners
start writing letters to the editor ques-
tioning the plan, you should get the
message that despite your best efforts,
more communication is in order. Find
another way to build consensus before a
shovel goes in the ground.

As far as the parking situation is con-
cerned, I must point out that I did not
question the presence of an ordinance on
the books requiring permits. I did ques-
tion the timing of enforcement and raised
the question that perhaps employees
within the redevelopment district could
be afforded some consideration.

Mr. Whitaker states, “For years, the
Fanwood police have always checked all
municipal lots.” I guess they missed the
one behind Martine Avenue for the last
two.

Finally, in campaign literature from
the 2002 general election for County
Freeholder, directly above Mr.
Whitaker’s picture is the statement
“Open Communication, Open Space,

Open Government”. Do you think call-
ing one of your constituents “libelous
and paranoid” is a form of open commu-
nication? Too bad for you, if you do.

Henry Lubinski
Fanwood

WHS Student Parking
Should Not Clutter

Neighborhood Streets
I agree with Mr. Nemeth’s position

(The Westfield Leader, letter of July 31)
that additional streetside parking for
WHS students should not be permitted
in the vicinity of the high school.

Westfield has always prided itself on
its open streets and relatively little
streetside parking. Issuing new parking
permits for student parking will indeed
clutter many neighborhood streets at a
time when I think the town is trying to
minimize such problems, i.e. commuter
parking.

As an alternative, I suggest that onsite
student parking should be limited to
students with a medical disability or for
those who live more than one mile from
the high school. An average high school
student can walk one mile in about 15
minutes, or probably five minutes more
than it takes to bring a car out of the
garage, drive to school and walk to class.

Such a guideline, coupled with mod-
est expansion of existing lots, such as
the National Guard Armory, may re-
solve the problem and preserve the lo-
cal neighborhood streets. If these mea-
sures are still inadequate, I would pre-
fer to see unstructured student parking
on streets further from the school so as
to avoid the inevitable clutter in the
school neighborhood.

John Engelhart
Westfield

The James Ward MansionThe James Ward Mansion
of Westfieldof Westfield

Contact David MartoneContact David Martone

908-232-5445908-232-5445

Available for your next Party, Available for your next Party, 
Wedding or Special EventWedding or Special Event

Call today to purchase tickets for

THE ANNUAL HALLOWEEN BASHTHE ANNUAL HALLOWEEN BASHTHE ANNUAL HALLOWEEN BASHTHE ANNUAL HALLOWEEN BASHTHE ANNUAL HALLOWEEN BASH
FRIDAY OCTOBER 31, 2003  •  CALL DAVID FOR DETAILS

HORRIFYINGHORRIFYINGHORRIFYINGHORRIFYINGHORRIFYING time!It will be a

FUN AT “Y” CAMP...Growing up as a female in today’s society has its moments
of fun during the Lilith one-week overnight summer camp program of the “Y”.
Lilith is designed specifically for middle school-aged girls as pictured above.

U
C
C

YO

AN

HANGE YOUR LIFE

Register today!
Choose from over 90 Programs of Study or English as a Second Language (ESL)

Fall semester begins September 3 (Registration until September 9)
Late Start classes begin September 22

For information call 908-709-7518 or visit us at www.ucc.edu

Meet

David Anderson
UCC Class of ’85

Director of Television Programming, CNN - Atlanta, Georgia

"Not only did I learn a lot while I was at UCC, but I enjoyed myself 

while doing it…UCC is the reason that I am in television today!"

Another Letter
on Page 14
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Peter McDevitt and Ms. Faith Dzurovcik

Stocks Welcome
Lanie Lydia

Marylou and Craig Stock of
Westfield have announced the birth
of their daughter, Lanie Lydia Stock,
on Friday, July 4, at 4:44 p.m. at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Lanie weighed 7 pounds and 3
ounces and measured 19½ inches in
length at birth. She was delivered by
Dr. Gary Kaye, also of Westfield.

She joins her brother, Cameron, 8,
and sister, Jillian, 6.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Priscilla Steuernagel of Wells,
Vt., formerly of Westfield, and the
late John I. Steuernagel.

Her paternal grandparents are
Ronald and Linda Stock of Myrtle
Beach, S.C., also formerly of Westfield.

Ruth Klein of Lakewood, formerly
of Westfield, is Lanie’s maternal
great-grandmother.

Ms. Faith Dzurovcik
To Wed Peter McDevitt

The Reverend and Mrs. Andrew
Dzurovcik of Clark have announced
the engagement of their eldest daugh-
ter, Ms. Faith Dzurovcik, to Peter
McDevitt of Franklin Park. He is the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Brian McDevitt
of Westfield.

The bride-to-be is pursuing a Mas-

ter of Social Work degree at Rutgers
University in New Brunswick. A
graduate of Arthur L. Johnson High
School in Clark, she earned a
bachelor’s degree in urban studies
and sociology from the University of
Pennsylvania.

Her fiancé is the manager of New
Jersey Golf Headquarters in
Marlboro. He graduated from
Westfield High School and was
awarded a bachelor’s degree in his-
tory from Seton Hall University in
South Orange.

The wedding is planned for July of
next year at the Zion Lutheran Church
in Clark, with a reception to follow at
the Hilton of Woodbridge.

CONTACT to Commence
Volunteer Training Classes

WESTFIELD – On September 15,
CONTACT We Care, the 24-hour
crisis hotline, will begin its 2003 fall
training classes.

The classes will be held on Mon-
day evenings through December 8 at
the First Baptist Church in Westfield,
located at 170 Elm Street, from 7 to
10 p.m.

The CONTACT training program
consists of 12 weeks of interactive
classroom sessions, followed by an
internship period that includes the
completion of nine shifts on the line
with an experienced hotline volunteer.

Training is designed to strengthen
the volunteer’s listening and prob-
lem-solving skills, and to increase
knowledge and awareness of issues
surrounding grief, depression, men-
tal illness, abuse and suicide.

“It is not necessary to have a back-
ground in psychology or social work
to volunteer at CONTACT We Care,”
said Program Director Mary Kelly.
“We have volunteers of all ages and
from all walks of life.”

More than 100 volunteers at CON-
TACT We Care have completed this
required training program and fill a
minimum of two, four-hour shifts each

month staffing the hotline telephones.
Volunteers have a great deal of

flexibility and can schedule their
shifts to fit in with work and family
schedules.

Trained volunteers also staff the
Care Ring Program, an outreach ser-
vice to the homebound elderly. Care
Ring volunteers are required to com-
plete the first seven sessions of the
training, and can then begin making
the reassurance calls following a brief
internship with a member of the staff.

Statistical analyst Nancy Levine
reported that the volunteer commit-
ment to staffing the hotline telephones
totaled 8,500 hours in 2002.

“Volunteers finish their four-hour
shift knowing they have made a dif-
ference – knowing that their reassur-
ance and support has a definite im-
pact on the hotline callers as they
struggle with a wide variety of diffi-
cult situations,” remarked CONTACT
Executive Director Katie Feeks.

Last year, CONTACT volunteers
answered 9,500 calls from area resi-
dents looking for reassurance, sup-
port, information and referrals, plus
crisis intervention.

For more information, or to regis-
ter for the fall class, please call the
CONTACT office at (908) 490-1480
or email contactw@verizon.net.

Corinne Liebrich Graduates
From AmeriCorps Program
WESTFIELD – Corinne Liebrich

of Westfield graduated on July 30
from AmeriCorps National Civilian
Community Corps
(AmeriCorps*NCCC) Western Re-
gion.

The ceremony marked the ninth
graduating class since the inception
of AmeriCorps*NCCC and took
place at McClellan Park, formerly
McClellan Air Force
Base, in Sacramento,
Calif.

Ms. Liebrich was one
of 242
AmeriCorps*NCCC
members to be honored.
During their 10 months
of service, Corps mem-
bers worked in teams
of 10 to 12 and were
deployed across the
Western region states,
including California,
Oregon, Washington, Alaska, Hawaii,
Utah, Nevada, Arizona, Idaho and
the territories of Guam and Samoa.

The Western Region campus’ 24
teams provided much-needed sup-
port to more than 80 community
service organizations, including di-
saster relief efforts for the citizens of
Guam through the American Red
Cross.

AmeriCorps*NCCC community
service projects target five focus ar-
eas: education, public safety, unmet
human needs, homeland security and
the environment.

This year’s nearly 200 projects
included such things as tutoring and
mentoring low-income neighborhood

students at a charter school in San
Diego; building homes with Habitat
for Humanity in Brigham City, Utah;
running a food collection drive for
the Honolulu Food Bank in Hawaii,
and trail work in Arizona’s Tonto
National Forest.

Many service hours were dedi-
cated to the Western Region’s home
community of Sacramento, serving

local schools, food
banks and wildland for-
est fighting with the
United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture
Forest Service.

Through these team
projects and other in-
dependent service
projects, Corps mem-
bers have completed
over 500,000 hours of
community service in
the past 10 months.

AmeriCorps*NCCC encourages
young adults, ages 18 to 24, to com-
mit 10 months of community ser-
vice. Corps members receive room
and board and a modest living allow-
ance in return.

Upon successful completion of the
program, members earn a $4,725
Education Award that can be used for
educational advancement or the re-
payment of student loans.

AmeriCorps*NCCC is a part of
AmeriCorps, a network of national
service programs administered by
the Corporation for National and
Community Service. For informa-
tion about AmeriCorps, please visit
www.americorps.org.

Corinne Liebrich

Waterpark Ticket Sales
To Benefit Girl Scouts
AREA – The Girl Scouts of Wash-

ington Rock, which includes the
communities of Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and Mountainside,
is offering discounted tickets to the
Mountain Creek waterpark.

Tickets are good for any day
until Monday, September 1. Moun-
tain Creek Waterpark is located at
200 Route 94 in Vernon.

Single tickets are $22 (regularly
$26.99) and individuals may pur-
chase food and parking vouchers
separately. Package deals are also
available, at $65 for two people
and $125 for four people. Both of
these include food and parking in
the price of the package.

To purchase tickets, please visit
the Girl Scouts of Washington Rock
Council office, located at 201 Grove
Street, East, in Westfield or call
(908) 232-3236. All ticket sales
will benefit the Girl Scouts of Wash-
ington Rock Council.
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Jewish Single Friends
To Gather on Aug. 24
AREA – The Circle of Single Jew-

ish Friends 49+ will hold a Meet and
Eat Lunch on Sunday, August 24, at
noon at the Jade Dynasty Chinese
Restaurant, located at 925 Amboy
Avenue in Edison.

The cost is $2, plus the price of the
meal off the menu, and tip. Inter-
ested individuals are asked to re-
spond by Monday, August 18, to
Roberta at (908) 688-8450 or Bob at
(732) 238-4069.

Free Program Slated
On Alzheimer’s Disease

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Alzheimer’s Foundation of America
and Brighton Gardens of
Mountainside will co-sponsor a free
educational program on Alzheimer’s
Disease on Thursday, August 21, at
Brighton Gardens, located at 1350
Route 22, West, in Mountainside.

Registration will take place at 6:30
p.m., with the program to be held
from 7 to 8 p.m. The speaker will be
Lorren Becker, Director of Programs
and Services for the Alzheimer’s
Foundation of America.

Topics will include an overview of
Alzheimer’s Disease, early diagno-
sis, stages of the disease, treatment
options and medications, wander-
ing, “sundowning,” sleep distur-
bances and communication tips for
caregivers. Interested individuals are
asked to call (908) 654-4460.

Caregivers of Elderly
Invited to Meeting

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – A
meeting of P.R.E.P. (People Re-
sponsible for Elderly Persons) will
take place on Wednesday, August
20, from 7 to 9 p.m. at the SAGE
Spend-A-Day Adult Day Health
Center, located at 550 Springfield
Avenue in Berkeley Heights.

Sponsored by SAGE Solutions
of Summit, P.R.E.P. is a caregivers’
support group that is offered free
of charge to anyone who assumes
the responsibility of caring for an
older adult.

Attendees will have an opportu-
nity to meet others with similar con-
cerns about their aging loved ones,
and to share common problems and
solutions. In addition, participants
can find out about available commu-
nity resources and learn effective
problem-solving and coping skills.

For more information, please call
Ellen McNally, SAGE InfoCare Di-
rector, at (908) 273-4598.

Lt. Obst Is Awarded
Commendation Medal

SUMMIT – United States Army
First Lieutenant Lawrence A. Obst,
the son of Anthony K. and Patricia
M. Obst of Summit, has been deco-
rated with the Army Commenda-
tion Medal.

The medal is awarded to indi-
viduals who, while serving in any
capacity with the Army, have dis-
tinguished themselves by acts of
heroism, meritorious achievement
or meritorious service.

Lieutenant Obst is a platoon
leader assigned to the 82nd Engi-
neer Battalion, Camp Montieth in
Kosovo. He has two years of mili-
tary service.

The lieutenant received a
bachelor’s degree in 2001 from
Harvard University in Cambridge,
Mass.

Family Support Group
Plans Monthly Meeting

WESTFIELD – The Family Sup-
port Organization of Union County
has invited parents and caregivers
of children with emotional and be-
havioral challenges to participate in
its monthly support group meeting
on Tuesday, August 19, at 137 Elmer
Street in Westfield.

This family support group is held
on the third Tuesday of every month,
from 7 to 8 p.m., and is followed by
refreshments. Participants must re-
side in Union County.

To register for the support group
or for more information, please con-
tact Kathy Wagner at the Family
Support Organization of Union
County at (908) 789-7625 or at
info@fso-union.org.

Atomic Bomb Survivors
To Speak at FUMC

WESTFIELD – The Union
County Peace and Social Action
Committee will sponsor a Peace
Service and Candlelight Vigil to-
night, Thursday, August 7, at 7:30
p.m. at the First United Methodist
Church, located at 1 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

As part of a national tour called
the Hibakusha, survivors of the
atomic bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki in 1945 will share their
personal memories of these events.

Ryuma Miyanaga, 73, and Eiji
Nakanishi, 61, will also answer ques-
tions from the audience for an open
dialogue about nuclear weapons and
their effect on humanity.

Additionally, Mr. Nakanishi will
present a musical composition of
his songs, performing on the guitar.
Nereida Heller of Cranford will also
provide a musical presentation on
the piano.

A graphic photo exhibit of the
destruction of Hiroshima will be dis-
played during the program, which is
free and open to the public.

Following the presentation by the
Hibakusha, a candlelight procession
will take place through downtown
Westfield for peace and worldwide
nuclear disarmament.

UNICO/St. Bart’s to Hold
Labor Day Italian Festival

SCOTCH PLAINS — The 29th
Annual UNICO/St. Bartholomew
Labor Day Italian Festival will be
held from Friday, August 29, through
Monday, September 1.

The festivities will take place from
5:30 to 10:30 p.m. each day on the
grounds of St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church,
located at 2032 Westfield Avenue in

Scotch Plains.
Hosted by the Scotch Plains-

Fanwood Chapter of UNICO, an Ital-
ian-American service organization,
the festival will include children’s
rides, food, music and games for all.
Offerings will range from traditional
Italian delicacies to games of skill
and chance.

The Super 50/50 raffle will be held
on September 1 at 10 p.m. Last year’s
winner received over $10,000. To
purchase raffle tickets, please call
St. Bartholomew’s Rectory at (908)
322-5192.

For more information about the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood chapter of
UNICO, please visit
www.spfunico.org or call (908) 889-
2200, extension no. 1.
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• NJ Landscape
Contractors’Association

•   Pesticide Lic# 97549A908-654-5296
908-654-LAWN

Bachelor of Science • Rutgers University • Design • Maintenance • CertifiedLandscape Designer • NY Botanical Gardens

• Landscape Design
• Year-Long Plantings
• Lawn Maintenance
• Patio Walk - Retaining Walls
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No Job Too Small
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NO 2ND GUESSING, “INVEST WITH THE BEST”

Member NJ Nursery & Landscape Assoc.
Certificate Received From Rutgers Cook College

Paver Brick Driveways
Walks & Patios

Stone Retaining Walls
New Plantings

Drainage Systems
Masonry Work

Serving Westfield
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• DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
• SEAL COATING • RAILROAD TIES

• DRAINAGE PROBLEMS
• BELGIUM BLOCK CURBING

• STUMP GRINDING
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“Experience the Difference.”

908-301-0602

����������	����


Juan C. Aldana

e mail: aldanajc@aol.com
Fax: 908-301-0603
Westfield, New Jersey
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RALPH
CHECCHIO, INC.

BLACK TOP
PAVING

Driveways
Parking Lots
Concrete or
Masonry Work

FREE
ESTIMATES

908 • 889 • 4422

HOME IMPROVEMENT

908•755•4247

DRESSLER CONTRACTING
Serving Westfield, Mountainside

Scotch Plains -Fanwood

Kitchens  Baths

Expert Carpentry

Finished Basements

25 Years Experience
Quality Workmanship

Free Estimates

AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto

Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

Goods & Services You Need!

LAMINATED

INSTALLATION

FLOOR

$ SQ.FT.175

732•661•0112
CALL TODAY

This
Space is
Available

Call the
Advertising

Department:

T: 908.232.4407
F: 908.232.0473

sales@goleader.com

1171 Terrill Road

Scotch Plains, NJ

(908) 322-4586

Part Time / Full Time Enrollment

Monday thru Friday

7am to 6pm

State Licensed

CELEBRATING

35 YEARS OF SERVICE

CELEBRATING

35 YEARS OF SERVICE
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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

CENTURY OF SERVICE…Paula Pearl stands beside a quilt she and others made
to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the Fanwood Memorial Library this
year. A centenary birthday celebration was held recently at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, where the more than 500 attendees were treated to free
lunch, live musical entertainment and face-painting, among other activities.

Area Residents Celebrate
Fanwood Library’s 100th

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-
morial Library celebrated a century
of service to borough residents on
June 1 with a 100th birthday event
held at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.

More than 500 people attended the
festivities. Volunteers served a free
lunch throughout the rainy afternoon,
while in the auditorium, Grammy
Award-winning singer, songwriter
and performer Tom Chapin enter-
tained the crowd. Local bands Ratio
of the Fall and Absent Minded also
appeared.

Down the hall, face-painting art-
ists decorated participants of all ages.

Assemblywoman and former
Fanwood mayor Linda Stender pre-
sented a proclamation officially rec-
ognizing the library’s 100th year of
service to the community. In addi-
tion, a quilt by Paula Pearl and others
commemorating this milestone in
the library’s history was dedicated.

The event was made possible
through the support of Commerce
Bank, the Friends of the Fanwood
Memorial Library and the library’s
Board of Trustees.

Library staff members, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
and the Fanwood Borough Council,
together with George Weiss of
Fanwood’s TV-35, all contributed to
the success of the party. The library
is located at North Avenue and
Tillotson Road.

Temple Plans Program
For Autistic Children
WESTFIELD – Temple Emanu-El

of Westfield will inaugurate a new
religious school program for children
with autistic spectrum disorders, in-
cluding Asperger’s Syndrome, PDD-
NOS and related developmental dis-
abilities in September.

A certified special education
teacher will provide a curriculum
that introduces youngsters to Jewish
holidays, traditions, history, prayers
and the Hebrew language in a sup-
portive and small group setting.

The program will focus on each
child’s strengths and the develop-
ment of individual instructional
goals. Space is limited.

Temple Emanu-El is located at
756 East Broad Street. For addi-
tional information and application
materials, please call Tamara Ruben,
Director of Education, at (908) 232-
6770.

‘Light The Night’ Walks
Are Announced For Fall

AREA — The Leukemia and Lym-
phoma Society’s Fifth Annual “Light
The Night” walk will take place the
weekends of September 21 through
October 19.

“Light The Night” is the Society’s
nationwide evening walk to celebrate
and commemorate lives touched by
cancer. Participants carry flickering
red and white balloons along a one-
to three-mile route in their commu-
nities.

Cancer survivors hold white bal-
loons, while all other participants
carry red balloons. In northern New
Jersey, the walk will take place at 10
locations. They include:

Sunday, September 21, Sussex
County Fairgrounds, Augusta; Sat-
urday, October 4, Ramapo College,
Mahwah and Deer Path Park,
Readington Township; Saturday,
October 11, Giralda Farms, Madi-
son, and Sunday, October 12,
Brookdale Park, Montclair/
Bloomfield and Bergen Regional
Medical Center, Paramus.

Walks will also be held on Satur-
day, October 18, at Lincoln Park in
Jersey City and at Hackettstown High
School in Hackettstown, and on Sun-
day, October 19, at Douglass Col-
lege in New Brunswick and Kean
University in Union.

Each walk site will include food,
refreshments and live music begin-
ning at 5 p.m. The walk will begin
promptly at 7 p.m. Individual walk-
ers are welcome, and families and
companies are invited to form teams
to walk in this event.

Those who raise $25 or more may
carry one of the Society’s illumi-
nated balloons. The average walker

raises $100. In addition, dedication
banners will be displayed to give
everyone an opportunity to place a
message in honor of or in memory of
a loved one with cancer. Participants
will also be awarded a variety of
prizes based on their total fundraising
efforts.

All funds raised through “Light
The Night” walks will support the
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society’s
mission, which is to cure leukemia,
lymphoma, Hodgkin’s disease and
myeloma, and to improve the quality
of life for patients and their families.

For additional information, please
call the Northern New Jersey Chap-
ter of the Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society at (973) 376-9559 or register
online at www.lightthenight.org/nnj.

– Obituaries –

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue

233-0255

John L. Dooley

Manager

NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255

Charles V. Dooley

Manager

NJ License # 3703

– Since 1897 –

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

Forethought® funeral planning
    can help.

WESTFIELD: 318 East Broad St., William A. Doyle, Mgr. • 233-0143

CRANFORD: 12 Springfield Ave., Dale R. Schoustra, Mgr. • 276-0092

Executive Administrator – William A. Doyle

Find out how
by calling...

• WILLIAM A. DOYLE • PAULETTE CRABIEL WAHLER

• DALE SCHOUSTRA •  LISA LO RICCO SHARP

Caught in the

Medicaid confusion?

Cheryl Pornovets, 37
Cheryl Pornovets, 37, of South

Plainfield died on Saturday, August
2, at Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center in Plainfield.

Born in Jersey City, she had been
a resident of Nutley, Montclair,
Bayonne and Roselle Park before
relocating to South Plainfield 10
years ago.

Mrs. Pornovets served as Presi-
dent of the Central Jersey Christian
Home Schoolers Association and
President of the Women’s Bible
Study, both of Scotch Plains.

A magna cum laude graduate of
Kean University in Union, she held
a bachelor’s degree in psychology.

Surviving are her husband, John
Pornovets; three sons, Christopher
Pornovets, Thomas Pornovets and
A.J. Pornovets; her parents, the Rev-
erend George and Ruth Downes 3rd,
and a brother, George Downes, 4th.

Services will be conducted at 11
a.m. today, Thursday, August 7, at
the McCriskin Home for Funerals
in South Plainfield. Interment will
take place at Hillside Cemetery in
Scotch Plains.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Central Jersey Chris-
tian Home Schoolers Association
Inc., 109 Cambridge Road,
Westfield 07090, attention: Lucy
Church.
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William J. Pawelec, 86, Was Director
Of International Accounting at RCA
William John Pawelec, 86, of Sum-

mit died on Wednesday, July 30, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Hammond, Ind., he lived
in Summit since 1983, having for-
merly resided in Indianapolis, Cherry
Hill and Westfield.

Employed by RCA for 40 years,
Mr. Pawelec retired in 1981 as the
director of international accounting
in New York City.

He was a member of the National
Association of Accountants and a
national vice president for the orga-
nization.

Mr. Pawelec was also part of the
financial ministry at the Central Pres-
byterian Church in Summit and a
financial advisor for the Condo As-
sociation of the New England Gar-
dens in Summit.

He belonged to the Watchung Power
Squadron, the state Chamber of Com-
merce, the Commerce and Industry
Association of New York and the RCA
Retirees Luncheon Club.

He volunteered at the Paper Mill
Playhouse in Millburn, was active
with the United Way since 1967 and
belonged to the Echo Lake Country
Club in Westfield.

Mr. Pawelec earned a Bachelor of
Science degree in Accounting in 1939
from Indiana University, where he
belonged to the Beta Gamma Sigma
and Sigma Epsilon Theta fraternities.

He was a member of the Stuart
Cameron McLeod Society of Indiana
University and a Past President of the
university’s alumni association.

Joseph J. Bolil, Was Lucent Engineer;
Knights Member, Hospital Volunteer
Joseph J. Bolil of Berkeley Heights

died on Friday, August 1, at his home.
Born in Fairfield, Conn., he had

been a resident of Scotch Plains prior
to moving to Berkeley Heights 33

years ago.
Mr. Bolil had been an engineer for

Western Electric Company/Lucent
Technologies in Clark. Before that,
he was employed with Stanley Works
in New Britain, Conn.

He received a Bachelor of Science
degree in Mechanical Engineering
from Worchester Polytechnic Insti-
tute in Worchester, Mass., and was
awarded a master’s degree in engi-
neering from the New Jersey Techni-
cal Institute in Newark.

He was a United States Army vet-
eran of World War II.

Mr. Bolil was a member of Knights
of Columbus Council No. 783 in
Summit and Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post No. 14000. He additionally
served as a Eucharistic minister at
Overlook Hospital in Summit and as
a volunteer at the Lyons Veterans
Hospital.

Surviving are his wife of 50 years,
Helen Harvey Bolil; three sons, Dr.
Joseph M. Bolil of Bristow, Va.,
Walter P. Bolil of Longwood, Fla.
and John H. Bolil of Morristown; a
brother, John J. Bolil of Fairfield,
Conn.; a sister, Maryann Campbell
of Clearwater, Fla., and four grand-
children.

The funeral was held on Monday,
August 4, from the Valley Memorial
Funeral Home in Gillette. A Mass
followed at the Shrine of St. Joseph
in Stirling. Burial took place at St.
Mary’s Stony Hill Cemetery in
Watchung.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Shrine of St. Joseph, Long Hill
Road, Stirling 07980.
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Newcomers Post Calendar
Of Activities For August

WESTFIELD – The Newcomers
Club of Westfield has announced its
itinerary of activities for the month
of August.

The Children’s Committee has
planned “Pizza at the Pool” for to-
morrow, Friday, August 8, and again
on Friday, August 29. Participants
will meet at the Memorial Pool for
swimming at 4 p.m. and pizza at 5:30
p.m.

The Activities Committee is orga-
nizing a Rubber Stamp event for
Wednesday, August 13, at 7:30 p.m.
at a member’s home. Attendees will
use rubber stamps to create attractive
cards, gift packaging and scrapbook
pages. Participants are asked to bring
a small appetizer, dessert or bever-
age.

A Ladies Dinner Out is scheduled
for the following Wednesday, Au-
gust 20, at 7:30 p.m. at EJ’s Grille
and Bar, located at 651 Michigan
Avenue in Kenilworth.

The Community Service Commit-
tee is collecting school supplies for
students participating in the Urban
League of Union County after-school
tutoring program.

The Social Committee has an-
nounced that the Annual Newcomers
Fall Barbecue is planned for Satur-

day, September 6, at a member’s
home. Members and their partners
are invited to this event, to be catered
by Famous Dave’s Barbecue.

The Book Group will discuss an
autobiography entitled “Personal
History,” by Katharine Graham,
owner of The Washington Post.

Additionally, a Newcomers mem-
ber is organizing a team to raise
money for the Miracle Walk to ben-
efit the Saint Barnabas Medical Cen-
ter Neonatal Intensive Care Unit. It
will take place on Sunday, October
5, at Verona Park. Further details will
follow.

Founded in 1944, the Newcomers
Club is a social organization for
women over age 21 who are new to
Westfield or surrounding communi-
ties, or established residents who
have experienced a change in lifestyle
such as a marriage, birth or adoption
of a baby, job change or move within
the town.

The club offers day and evening,
weekday and weekend social activi-
ties for women, couples and chil-
dren. For more information about
the club or any upcoming events,
please call Alicia Weaver at (908)
654-5373 or Genevieve Davy at (908)
789-4842.

Beginners Yiddish Course
To Start Sept. 9 at JCC

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Workmen’s Circle/Arbeter Ring has
announced that registration is now
open for Beginners Yiddish at the
Jewish Community Center (JCC) of
Central New Jersey.

The class, taught by Rabbi Shawn
Zell, will be held at the JCC’s Wilf
Jewish Community Campus, located
at 1391 Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains. It will take place on 12 con-
secutive Tuesdays, 7:30 to 9 p.m.,
beginning September 9.

The course fee is $175 ($160 for
members of the Workmen’s Circle or
the JCC). Class size is limited, so
interested individuals are encouraged
to register early.

For more information, please con-
tact Martin Schwartz, Director of the
Workmen’s Circle New Jersey Re-
gion, at (908) 289-3003, or via e-
mail at jersey@circle.org.

Questions may also be directed to
Susan Lemerman, JCC Director of
Cultural Arts and Education, at (908)
889-8800, extension no. 205.

Dr. Turlington to Give
Talk on ‘The Writings’

WESTFIELD — Dr. Dee Dee
Turlington, Senior Pastor of the First
Baptist Church of Westfield, will
offer a review, along with a question-
and-answer session, on the Biblical
books known as “The Writings” this
Sunday, August 10.

It will begin at 11:15 a.m. in the
lounge. The First Baptist Church is
located at 170 Elm Street.

The Writings include poetry such
as Psalms, wisdom literature like
Proverbs, and drama such as Job.
Sixty members of First Baptist who
are reading through the entire Bible
this year read these works from May
through July. Guests are welcome to
attend.

For more information, please call
the church office at (908) 233-2278
or email
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

‘Water War’ On Tap
For Baptist Youth

WESTFIELD – Home from a Mis-
sion Trip to New Hampshire, and
having completed a week of various
service projects with Youth in Ac-
tion, the middle and high school
students of the First Baptist Church
of Westfield will take part in a “Wa-
ter War” on Sunday, August 10, from
4 to 7 p.m. at a member’s home.

Participants will enjoy an after-
noon of fun with water guns, super
soakers and the like. Guests are wel-
come. For more information, please
call (908) 233-2278 or email
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

Alzheimer’s Caregivers
Are Invited to Meetings

COUNTY – The Greater New Jer-
sey Chapter of the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation has announced that several
caregiver support group meetings will
take place in Union County this
month.

A meeting will be held on Thurs-
day, August 21, at 1 p.m. at Runnells
Specialized Hospital of Union
County, located at 40 Watchung Way
in Berkeley Heights.

Meetings are also scheduled for
Thursdays, August 14 and 28, at 7
p.m. at Overlook Hospital, 99
Beauvoir Avenue at Sylvan Road.

For additional information, please
call the Alzheimer’s Association
Greater New Jersey Chapter
Caregiver HelpLine at (800) 883-
1180.

Scotch Plains Baptist
To Host Block Party
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Baptist Church in Scotch
Plains will host a community-wide
“Block Party” this Saturday, Au-
gust 9, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.

The party will take place along
Grand Street between Park Av-
enue and Forest Road. Free food
and beverages will be available,
along with games for children and
adults, plus live music. All area
residents are invited.

The Scotch Plains Baptist
Church is located at 333 Park Av-
enue in Scotch Plains. For more
information, please call (908) 322-
5487.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Alice Brown Pawelec, and a grand-
daughter, Lindsey B. Conover.

Surviving are a daughter, Betty
Conover Shonts; a son, William
Pawelec, Jr., and a grandson.

Funeral services were held on Sat-
urday, August 2, at the Central Pres-
byterian Church. Interment took
place at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Brad-
ley-Brough Funeral Home in Sum-
mit.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Central Presbyterian Church,
70 Maple Street, Summit 07901 or
the Leukemia and Lymphoma Soci-
ety of New Jersey, in care of Team in
Training, Springfield Avenue, Spring-
field 07081.
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invites you to share the beauty of Shabbat witwith us at 2  

special services and onagim* to welcome new  and 
prospective members.  Join us at either one or both!

 

Friday evening, August 15 
    7:30 p.m.   Meet our clergy, lay leaders & members 
    8:00 p.m.   Shabbat service 

 

Friday evening, September 5 
    7:15 p.m.   Meet our clergy, lay leaders & members 
    7:45 p.m.   Shabbat Hallelu Service  

      (Shabbat service in song) 

        *plural for oneg, which means a time to socialize after services with 
coffee and cake 

 

We look forward to meeting you! 
        Rabbi Douglas B. Sagal            Rabbi Jennifer Clayman 

        Cantor Martha T. Novick         Carolyn Shane, Executive Director 

If you have any questions, or want membership information, feel free to call 

Carolyn Shane at 908-232-6770 or reach us by email cshane@tewnj.org. 

Temple Emanu-El 
756 East Broad Street 

Westfield, NJ  07090 

Margaret Warren, 90
Margaret Warren, 90, of Scotch

Plains died on Thursday, July 31, at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield.

Born in New York City, she had
resided in Brooklyn, N.Y. before
moving to Scotch Plains in 1945.

Mrs. Warren had been a private
secretary with the P.L. Hedden Real
Estate Office in Scotch Plains, the
Plainfield Country Club and the
Westfield Veterinary Group prior to
retiring.

She was a member of the Scotch
Plains Golden Agers.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Walter Warren, in 1952.

Surviving are a sister-in-law, Annie
Galligan; two nieces and a nephew.

Visitation will be from 2 to 5 p.m.
today, Thursday, August 7, at the
Rossi Funeral Home in Scotch Plains.
A service will be held there at 3 p.m.
Interment will take place at St. John’s
Cemetery in Brooklyn.

August 7, 2003

Anita M. Greer, 80
Anita Miriam Greer,  80, of

Westfield died on Sunday, August 3,
at Harborside Healthcare in
Bridgewater.

Born in Iron Belt, Wis., she had
lived in Wixom, Mich. before mov-
ing to Westfield two and a half years
ago.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Walter Greer, in 1989.

Surviving are a daughter, Pamela
Milazzo of Westfield; two sons,
Gerald Nott and Ricky Nott; two
sisters, Helen Gehrman and Lillian
Oliver; 11 grandchildren and five
great-grandchildren.

A memorial gathering will be held
from 7 to 9 p.m. today, Thursday,
August 7, at the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood, with services at 8:30 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Alzheimer’s
Association of Northern New Jersey,
400 Morris Avenue, Suite 251,
Denville 07834-1365.

August 7, 2003

William H. Kirby, 71, Had Worked
For 35 Years With Laborers Union

William H. Kirby, 71, of Scotch
Plains died on Saturday, August 2, at
his home.

Born in Union, he lived in Scotch
Plains since 1961.

Prior to retiring in 1989, Mr. Kirby
had worked for 35 years through
Laborers Union Local No. 526 in
Millburn.

He had also been employed with
the United States Postal Service in
Vaux Hall many years ago.

Surviving are his wife of 50 years,
Genevieve Kirby; a son, Jeffrey K.
Kirby; a daughter, Jennifer K.
Kirby-Jeter,  and a brother,
Alexander Kirby, Jr.

A memorial service will be held at 7
p.m. today, Thursday, August 7, at the
Fountain Baptist Church in Summit.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Rossi Funeral Home in
Scotch Plains.

August 7, 2003

Robert L. McNany, 55
Robert L. McNany, 55, of Scotch

Plains died on Sunday, July 27, at his
home.

Born in Summit, he lived in Scotch
Plains for four years.

Mr. McNany worked as an auto-
mobile mechanic at Thrift Way Auto
Center in Scotch Plains.

Surviving are his wife, Shirley A.
Van Wert McNany; two daughters,
Virginia McNany and Kelly McNany,
and a grandchild.

A memorial service was held on
Thursday, July 31, at the Rossi Fu-
neral Home in Scotch Plains.

August 7, 2003
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KORNIK, KIRSCH, BARBA WHACK TWO HITS EACH

Mojave Grille Burns Val, 5-4,
Advance to B Division Finals

CORCORAN CRUSHES 3-RUN HOMER IN SEVENTH

Fan Tran Rocks Checchio’s
In A Division Semifinals, 5-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Top-notched pitching backed by
top-notched defense yielded a low-
scoring, 5-1, decision in favor of
third-seeded Fanwood Transmissions
over second-seeded Checchio Chi-
ropractic in the first game of the best-

of-three semifinal series in the A
Division of the Scotch Plains Men’s
Softball League playoffs at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains on July 29. The
game decider came on a booming,
three-run home run from Ron
Corcoran in the top of the seventh
inning.

Excellent pitching from Fan Tran’s
Mike Petersen and Checchio’s Ron
Germinder kept the game sane.
Petersen scattered eight singles over
the seven-inning game and walked

only one. Germinder also allowed
eight hits, all singles until Corcoran’s
jaw-dropping shot, and also recorded
a strikeout.

“I was keeping it inside. I mixed a
few on the outside corners, but when
you are having good luck inside, you
stick with it,” explained Petersen.

Both teams made several fine de-
fensive plays, including two double
plays (DP) each. Fan Tran shortstop
Dave Serido turned two, the first a 6
(short)-4 (second)-3 (first) and the
second when he scooped a grounder,
stepped on second and tossed to first
for the out. Third baseman Greg
McComb halted a vicious liner, sec-

Checchio’s wins
Game 2 and 3 to ad-
vance to the finals
against PEP Again.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hoping to avoid a third game in
the best-of-three series, top-seeded
Theresa’s Mojave Grille got its wish
with a, 5-4, victory in Game 2 over
Val Decorators in the B Division
semifinals of the Scotch Plains Men’s
Softball League at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains on July 30. The Grill-
ers had previously edged the Deco-
rators, 16-14, in Game 1.

“We didn’t want to play Sunday.
It’s vacation week,” commented
Mojave team captain Steve Barba.

There was definite parity at the

plate as both teams totaled 11 hits,
including one double. Mojave man
Dave Kirsch, who tapped two singles,
was the only player to score twice.
Joe Kornik went 2-for-3, including a
double, and scored once. Barba had
two singles, a run scored and an RBI.

Val Decorators Ed Novy went 2-
for-2 and Anthony DelaSalla went 2-
for-3 with a run scored and an RBI.
Jay White smacked two singles and
Frank DiGiovanni had two hits, in-
cluding the team’s only double, and
touched home once.

Once again, when the chips were
down, such as with the playoffs, fine

defense emerged. Val pitcher Novy
initiated a pitcher-to-second-to-first
double play (DP) in the second in-
ning. Shortstop White turned a short-
to-second-to-first DP in the fifth and,
in the ninth, the team was credited
with a second-to-first DP with the
help of some interference.

Mojave second baseman Mike
Carnivale performed a superb back-
hand flick to turn a 4-6-3 DP in the
first inning and pitcher Jack Kerr
killed a rally in the seventh with a 1-
4-3 DP. Kerr also grabbed a sizzling
liner in the second inning. Shortstop

WESTFIELD OFFICE
600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 

(908) 233-0065
For all your mortgage 

needs Call ERA Mortgage
 at 888-421-3813

 16 Offices 
Throughout New Jersey

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

CRANFORD $499,000 FANWOOD     $369,000 FANWOOD $419,900

MOUNTAINSIDE $995,000

SCOTCH PLAINS $330,000

SCOTCH PLAINS     $639,900 WESTFIELD $699,500

WESTFIELD     $989,000 WESTFIELD $799,900

Commercially zoned, multi-family, available for professional
use.  Also great location, high visability and access to local
highways.  Showings by appointment.

Split Level home located in terrific family neighborhood and near
Brunner Elementary School, offers generous living space, 3 Bedrooms,
2 baths, first floor Family Room, grade level den, hardwood floors,
patio and Central Air Conditioning.  Needs some TLC.

House Beautiful!  Splendid Colonial with 7 rooms includes 4
Bedrooms, open front porch, new windows, landscaping,
patio, Kitchen with granite counters and 1.1 baths (one with
Jacuzzi tub).  Home is impeccable inside and outside and
also features gleaming wood floors, chestnut trim, first floor 9
foot ceiling and is close to town and transportation.

Fabulous Contemporary home nestled in the hills.  Enjoy the
New York view or take a dip in the pool.  This country estate
also features 10 large rooms and includes 5 Bedrooms, loft,
Family Room, country kitchen with center island, cathedral
ceilings, skylights, 2-car attached garage, 5-zone heat and
Central Air Conditioning.

Nestfled on over half an acre, this quality-constructed custom built 5
Bedroom, 3.5 baths Colonial provides very spacious rooms.  This home
features a first floor full bath and Powder Room, Kitchen with Great
Room (Family Room) and fireplace.  Too many amenities and custom
features to mention!  You need to see this fabulous home.

Charming 6 Bedroom Victorian home with open front porch
and turret is set on a 175’ deep treed lot.  there are many
updates in this home including, furnace, roof, electric and
HWH, refinished wood floors and a large Master Bedroom
with sitting room adding to the ambiance.  Walk to town and
transportation.

Bright and spacious 8 room Bi-Level home is situated on corner
property and offers 4 Bedrooms, 1.2 baths, Eat-In Kitchen,
Dining Room, Family Room, Dining Room, Family Room with
sliders to patio, lush landscaping and is conveniently located
a short distance to town, schools and NY transportation.

Gracious 4 Bedroom Colonial with enchanting porch and period detials
throughout, offers renovated Eat-In Kitchen, newer 2.1 baths, Central
Air Conditioning, in-ground pool surrounded by lush landscpaing and
is conveniently located a short distance to town, schools and NY
transportation.

Spacious and beautiful Colonial with 8 rooms includes 4 large
Bedrooms, 2.1 baths, large Family Room and Dining Room
with walk-out bay windows, Eat-In Kitchen, Pennsylvania
fieldstone facade, wall safe, 13’x 6’ foyer, Living Room with
fireplace, new furnace, Central Air Conditioning/humidifier
and newer roof.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING AN RBI…Checchio Chiropractic batter Neil Kauffman nails an RBI
sacrifice fly to right in the fourth inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SETTING UP A DOUBLE PLAY…Val Decorator pitcher Ed Novy is about to field a hopper in the second inning against
Mojave Grille. After grabbing the ball, Novy tossed to shortstop Jay White, middle, for a force play. In return, White fired
to first to get the double play. Second baseman Anthony Dela Salla backed up White.

 

 
 

Summer Lacrosse Camps  
Girls & Boys Ages 4-8th Grade 
August 18-22 
 
Located at:  The Center Circle 
          1255 Main Street 
          Rahway, NJ 
Camp Director’s: 
Lori Brown 2 Time All American @ the 
University of Richmond 
Former Team USA Member & 
Marc Moreau 2 Time All American @ Rutgers 
Head Coach at Bernards High 
 
Ages 4 -1st Grade 10:00-11:00 
Grades 2-5 9:30-12:30 
Grades 6-8 9:30-3:00 
 
Space is limited Call Marc @ 908-719-1324 or 
Email-Marc@leadingedgelacorsse.com 
To reserve your spot today! 

 
 

 

Leading Edge TM

www.leadingedgelacrosse.com

WAYMAN WHACKS FOUR HITS, KNOCKS IN 3 RUNS

Westfield PD Blue 1 Outguns
SP-F Softball Men, 18-4

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield Police-1 softball
men appeared prepared for the up-
coming playoffs as they arrived with
a bonanza of ammo and fired off 28
hits in an 18-4 triumph over Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SP-F) at Union
Catholic High School in Scotch
Plains on July 30 in Union County
Police National League Softball ac-
tion. Prior to “play ball” time, SP-F
officer Joe Cossolini predicted, “27-
2, Scotch Plains. Westfield 1 is going
down.” However, Westfield 1
scorched the plate eight times in the
second inning to disprove the predic-
tion.

Dave Wayman created the most
firepower, going 4-for-5 with three
RBI. Ed Belford banged two doubles,

scored a run via stealth and had two
RBI. Tom Ostrander fired off four
rounds and hit the target with three
runs.

Westfield mound ace, Barney
Tracy, limited the SP-F sluggers to
12 hits. Mark Derigonis hammered a
solo shot into never-never land and
Brian Murphy jolted an RBI triple,
scored a run and singled. Jimmy
Romagnano served up two singles
and added an RBI.

“It’s a great win for us today, since
the race for playoff position is very
close. Every game is a must win for
us and that’s what we’re fighting
for,” said Westfield team captain
Frank Padovano. “Once again, our
defense came through again. Players
came off the bench and got it done.
They know that we have to play tight

D. Although we give up a hit here and
there, we come back, get the ball and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AWAITING THE CALL…Westfield PD-1 speedster Paul Ferry skids across
the dish as Scotch Plains catcher Mike Tardi readies to make the tag. “Safe,” was
the call. Westfield won, 18-4, in Scotch Plains on July 30.
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GLOCK CLOCKS 2-RUN HR, WILLIAMS CLEARS BASES

St. Thomas Softballers Baffle
Anne’s Hitting Machine, 6-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David verses Goliath? Perhaps!
Mighty St. Anne, perched on top of
the heap of the Saints Division,
marched onto the turf of Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains on July 31
boasting an 11-2 record (as of July
26). St. Thomas was sweeping the
dust in the cellar of the Saints Divi-
sion with a 5-11 record, but it was the
Tom boys who stood tall after felling
St. Anne, 6-2, in St. Bartholomew’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
action.

St. Thomas pitcher Tony Blasi
baffled the Anne machine, limiting it
to five singles and one double. As to
what seemed to make the difference,
Blasi answered, “Four outfielders!
That’s what did it. We’ve been play-
ing all year with three. That’s the
difference.”

The presence of four outfielders
did give the Toms the opportunity to
prevent little gap shots that could
ignite or perpetuate a rally and

rightfielder Steve Ferro provided a
fine example with a running snag in
the first inning. However, 14 of the
21 outs were a result of Blasi con-
taining the Anne men to infield
grounders or pop-ups. Tom shortstop
Brian Williams turned two, 6 (short)-
4 (second)-3 (first) double plays and
first baseman Dan Margolis made a
great stretch to record a putout.

Pete Glock provided St. Tom with
power by clocking a two-run homer
in the first inning and Williams drilled
a shot to right that slipped by the
outfielder’s glove and rolled to the
fence, allowing two more Toms and
Williams to score in the third inning.
Bob Elmi and Bob Gittleman also
contributed to the Tom’s 10 hits with
two hits each. Elmi and Glock also
scored twice.

Keith Gibbons led St. Anne with
two singles, one RBI and a run scored,
and Kevin Woodring, who scored the
other run, rapped the only double.
Terry Gallagher had an RBI single.

St. Anne leader Joe McEvoy made

two fine running catches in right-
center field and demonstrated a
strong, whip-action throw, nearly
nailing a runner at third base.

St. Tom scored twice in the bottom
of the first on Glock’s clock and took
a 5-0 lead in the third when Ferro,
who walked, Glock and Williams
rounded the bases on the four-base
error in right.

Concerned, in the top of the fourth,
St. Anne’s Dennis Vuono – on in-
jured reserve – suggested, “Guys!
You see a pitch you like, take it.”

After leadoff batter Gibbons took
advantage of an error and sped to
second base, Gallagher predicted, “I
sense a comeback.”

With one out, Gallagher stepped
to the plate and ripped an RBI single
to left and, after a force out, Mike
Camfield added a single past third;
however, Blasi got Al Rezza to fly
out to center, ending the threat.

Elmi hopped a leadoff single in the
sixth and scored on Mike Rivera’s
single to right, upping St. Tom’s lead
to 6-1. On St. Anne’s last chance,
McEvoy flew out to center and
Woodring drilled his double to cen-
ter. Lou Balestriere lined out to right-
center and Gibbons yanked an RBI
single, but victory belonged to the
Toms when Pat Enright lined out to
center.
St. Anne 000 010 1 2
St. Thomas 203 001 x 6

SP 16U Softball Cobras Win
Parkway League Championship

On July 28, The Scotch Plains 16U
Cobras girls softball team capped an
incredibly successful season by win-
ning, 12-2, over Westfield in the
Parkway League championship
game. Cobra Elaine Piniat pitched
the seven innings for the win. Jessica
Guerriero went the distance for
Westfield.

Cobras Laura Manzi (LF), Kelli

Kaskiw (CF) and Jillian Lusk (1B)
each produced triples. Melissa Sette
(SS) had two singles and a walk.
Taylor Cianciatta (EH) rapped a two-
run double and an RBI single. Catcher
Shanayia Willis had three walks and
a long double. Sara Quale (2B)
reached base twice.

Piniat kept Westfield off-balance
and under control, yielding six hits
and one walk while striking out five.

Sette demonstrated her flawless
fielding with four assists. Outfielder
Kelli Kaskiw made another outstand-
ing running catch. Amanda Walker
(3B), Sara Quale (2B) and Lauren
Benovengo (RF) played well. Again,
Willis allowed no passed ball and
prevented runners from attempting
to steal a base. Willis also efficiently
attempted pick offs at first.

“Shanayia was a good player be-

fore this summer. She has worked
very hard to become an outstanding
player, and has emerged as a re-
spected leader on this team. She has
helped to stabilize our defense and
energize our offense. If I were to start
to put a team together, Shanayia
would be my first pick,” remarked
Coach Tony Piniat.

Westfield shortstop Kristina

Fietkiewicz had two hits and com-
pleted an exciting double play. Mary
Kate Flannery had two hits and an
RBI. Both girls also play with the
Cobras tournament team.

“Both Kris and MK were big guns
all season long for the Cobras. They
are both crunch time players,” said
Coach Piniat.

Westfield catcher Lauren
Mussachia produced a line drive
single and demonstrated a powerful,
accurate arm behind the plate. Third
baseman McGrath had a double and
made an outstanding lunging catch
of a line drive.

For the season, the Cobras
outscored their opposition, 97-34.
As a young 16&U team, the Cobras
have established a strong foundation
for their 2004 season.

David B. Corbin (earlier season game) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEMONSTRATING REACH…Cobra first baseman Jillian Lusk leaps high in
the air, demonstrating her fine reach, to catch a throw from third base.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THIRD BASE ACE…St. Anne third baseman Stan Lesniewski tags third for a
force out and prepares to throw to first.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
MOUND ACE…Anthony Blasi stifled
the St. Anne hitting machine.

Michael C. Buccola
Broker/Owner

301 Lenox Avenue • Westfield

908 • 232 • 9500

www.westfieldrealtynj.comService

FANWOOD 

 
COMMUTERS DELIGHT Stately colonial home with loads of 

potential looking for the right family. Features include large living 

room with fireplace, formal dining room, first floor bedroom or den.

Set on an oversized lot close to shopping and public transportation.  

AFFORDABLE AT $284,900 

 

NEW HOMES IN THE AREA 

 

WESTFIELD       New homes priced from        $599,900 

WESTFIELD  4 bedroom fall occupancy         $679,000 

WESTFIELD  New six bedroom colonial        $859,900 

WESTFIELD   Cul-de-sac w/6 homes from      $969,900 

WESTFIELD   2 new homes.4 acre lots from   $999,900 

SCOTCH PLAINS  New cul-de-sac w/6 homes       $699,900 

SOUTH PLAINFIELD Only 1 left of new 8 houses       $449,900

Licensed Appraiser

DITROLIO HITS TWO HR, BATTILORO, CANDO ADD 1

Midway Prevails, Passes Up
Scrappy Montrose Ave., 16-8

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Offense was plentiful on the part
of Midway to secure a, 16-8, victory
over Montrose in Fanwood Old Men’s
Softball Association action at Forest
Road Park in Fanwood on July 31.
Midway men Jay White and Jerry
Bianco also performed remarkable
feats of defensive agility on the turf.

Midway’s “metal sticks” manu-
factured plenty of thunder by rack-
ing up 23 hits. Slugger Steve Ditrilio
hammered two home runs and three
RBI. Jeff Battiloro and Tony Cando
each pummeled a homer and com-
bined for five runs. Mike Novy went
3-for-3, including two doubles, and
scored two runs.

Montrose countered with 13 hits.
Jim Corcoran powered three hits and
scored five runs. Bill Swisher plunged
a home run and chopped a single.
Jack Sullivan bashed two doubles.

Savoring his team’s recent win
streak, team leader Jerry Lipshitz
said, “We’re starting to put it to-
gether. We have pretty much the
same group of guys showing up now
and that definitely has made a huge
impact. Now that we’re winning, al-
though we won only three, we ap-
pear to be more relaxed. We’re hav-
ing fun and we’re very optimistic
about the upcoming playoffs.”

Midman Ditrilio got the ball roll-
ing in the bottom of the first with his
vicious shot into the parking area.
White singled and Bianco reached
out for a bunt, but catcher John
Swisher reared up, made a fine cat-
like snag and rifled the ball to first to
complete a double play.

Midway added a run in the second
when Dave Lissy ripped a double
and Novy poked an RBI single past
short. Third baseman White pulled
off a fine third-to-second (Bianco)
putout in the top of the third then
Midway added two runs in the bot-
tom of the inning. Ditrilio singled
over third, White legged out a single
and Lipshitz drilled an RBI single.
Bianco stepped up and walloped a
double as White flew to third, then
streaked home safely on a steal.

Montrose tallied a run in the fourth
when Mertz lofted a triple and
Corcoran sizzled a RBI single. Mid-
way quickly fired back with two runs
in the bottom of the inning when
Novy led off with a double and
Battiloro clobbered his two-run
homer to right center.

Down, 6-1, Montrose countered
with three in the fifth. Jack Sullivan
scorched a double and scored on Rob

Schouten’s double to right. Corcoran
poked an RBI single, robbed second
and scored when Bob Swisher
cracked a double to left.

Midway oozed with six runs in the
fifth. Lipshitz, Bianco and Lissy
singled to load the pads. Drew Koski
thumped a two-run single, Novi
added an RBI double and Battiloro
lofted an RBI sacrifice. Condo then
clobbered a two-run homer, upping
the score to 12-4.

Montrose cut loose with four runs
in the sixth. Bill Swisher crushed a
solo blast deep to left, Sullivan ripped
a double to right and Shouten and
Mertz walked to load the bases. Mid-
way called on reliever Mike Boulos
then Corcoran cracked a two-run
single. Midway shortstop Lipshitz
then made a fine catch to clot the
bleeding.

“We kept the ball inside and threw
the fast and off-speed pitch,” said
starting pitcher Manny Perez. “They
got used to the fastball and started
hitting me, so Boulos came in and
took care of the third out.”

Midway sealed the deal with four
runs in the sixth. Perez singled and
Ditrilio mashed a blast deep to left.
White and Lipshitz thudded singles
and Bianco sailed an RBI sacrifice
fly to center. Lissy bopped a single
and Koski slapped an RBI single.

In the seventh, Boulos displayed
his pitching control as he sat down
Montrose in order.

“I was hitting the corners at the
right spots,” said Boulos. “The
change in speed between Perez and I
really threw them off I thought.”
Montrose 000 134 0 8
Midway 112 264 x 16

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BRINGING IT ON HOME…Midway catcher Jeff Battiloro fired off a two- run
rocket to the satisfaction of Mike Novi, No. 3.

www.goleader.com

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office  1994-2002

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award
Gold: 1987-2001, Platinum: 2002

Visit me at my website:
www.Realtor.com

www.coldwellbankermoves.com/hye-young.choi
email: hye-young@att.net

Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908-233-5555, ext. 169
Direct Line: 908-301-2015

Westfield . . . “The Gardens”.  Sunny & charming 4 bedroom, 2 full & 2 half
baths home with many special updates.  Spacious bright kitchen w/large eating
area, formal dining room w/walk-in bay, living room  w/fireplace and many built-
ins and enchanting sunroom.  Master bedroom suite, landscaping, fenced rear
grounds, new front walk and porch.  Walk to school & twn.  $859,000  WSF2699

Westfield . . . Classic center hall Colonial in “The Gardens”.  5 BRs, 3 full and 2
half Baths.  New custom Kitchen w/granite counters, hand-crafted cabinets, subzero,
6 burner Viking Stove, oven & hood.  Grand size LR w/FP & French doors to brick
patio w/electric awning.  3rd fl. teen/au pair suite, spacious RR, CAC, 4 zn HWBB
& Steam Heat, 2 CG & fenced rear yard.  $899,000  WSF2357

Westfield . . . Enchanting, spacious 12 rm, 5 bedroom, 3 ½ bath home in the heart
of Wychwood.  The romantic spirit of a Colswald cottage with classic Colonial
architecture.  Newer cherry Shaker style kitchen, large, open formal dining room,
living room w/fireplace, spacious family room and cozy den.  Master Bedroom w/
17’x17’ office/sitting room & full bath, au pair suite, wine cellar, screened porch,
deck and patio.  Walk to school and town.  $950,000  WSF2691

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

OPEN HOUSE:  Sunday, August 10, 1-4 PM
534 Alden Avenue, Westfield

Carol Lyons 

The Answer to Your 

Real Estate Needs 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  

(908) 301-2048 Direct 

(908) 233-5555 Office 

CarolHelps@aol.com 

WYCHWOOD WONDERFUL! 

Charm abounds and condition is supreme throughout this Center Hall Colonial.  
Living room boasts a delightful bay window and wood burning fireplace.  Din-
ing room is completed by a lighted, built-in display case, bay window and chair 
rail.  Eat-in kitchen was renovated in 2001—features granite countertops, tum-
bled marble backsplash and distressed cabinetry.  Spacious family room with 
clerestory window, vaulted ceiling, sliders to patio and oversized yard beyond.  
Three spacious bedrooms can be found on the second level, as well as two full 
baths.  The living space is further enhanced by a 1st floor powder room, fin-
ished basement, central air and 2 car attached garage.  RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Scotch Hills Women
Tell Golf Results

A spokeswoman for the Scotch
Hills Women’s Golf Association
of Scotch Plains announced the
results of the “Handicap Stroke
Play” tournament held July 29.

FLIGHT A:
Low gross: Marge Grimmer 44
Low net: Grimmer 31
Second: Alice Kehler and Dorthy
Chin 32

FLIGHT B:
Low gross: Ronnie Boub 51
Low net: Pat Herring 31
Second: Janice Lawyer and June
McCarthy 32

FLIGHT C:
Low gross: Mary Ann Schuler 54
Low net: Schuler and Evelyn
Hecker 26
Third: Jo Miller 30

Low putts: Doris Molowa 13
Chip in: Hole 2 – Rita Tierney,
hole 4 – June McCarthy, hole 6 –
Betts Sutman
Birdies: Hole 3 and 6 – Grimmer
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Mojave Grille Burns Val, 5-4,
Advance to B Division Finals

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Fan Tran Rocks Checchio’s
In A Division Semifinals, 5-1

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

ond baseman Danno Serido dove to
knock down a possible run-produc-
ing single and centerfielder Nick
Piscopo performed an acrobatic leap-
ing stab.

Checchio shortstop Neil Kauffman
initiated a 6-4-3 DP in the third in-
ning and Germinder turned a 1
(pitcher)-4-3 DP to end the seventh.
After recovering from a painful, pre-
game incident, Mark Nies made a
smooth snare of a liner at the leftfield
fence in the first inning.

Fan Tran’s Corcoran also had an
RBI sacrifice fly to go with his homer
and finished with four RBI. Piscopo
went 2-for-3 with a run scored and an
RBI, McComb had two singles and
scored twice and Petersen rapped
two singles while Rob Tumolo
singled and scored.

Checchio’s Jon Crowley and
Emidio Monaco each went 2-for-3.
Kauffman, who had a single, also
lofted an RBI sacrifice fly that
brought home Joe DeFabio who had
singled. Ryan Dayton and Ed
Guttierez each singled.

Neither team touched home plate
in the first three innings. As Fan Tran
hustled in to bat in the fourth, Piscopo
reminded his team, “Intensity in the
field, be relaxed at the plate.”

Petersen added, “Second time
around! Let’s hit ‘em now!”

Tumolo led off with a single to
center and McComb pulled a single
to left. Piscopo drilled an RBI single
off the first baseman and Corcoran
lifted his RBI sac fly to center to put
Fan Tran ahead, 2-0. Checchio’s an-
swered in the bottom of the inning
when DeFabio and Guttierez both
singled and Kauffman hit his RBI
sac fly to right-center.

Two more scoreless innings ensued

until the top of the seventh. McComb
singled and Fan Tran’s Mike Whalen
wailed, “Let’s build on this.”

Piscopo followed with a single to
right and Corcoran launched his
three-banger over the leftfield fence.
Checchio’s Crowley and Kauffman
led off the bottom of the seventh
with singles and Nies sent Corcoran
to the leftfield fence to make a catch.
Monaco lined to third and Dave
Eckert popped out to rightfield for
the final out.
Fan Tran 000 200 3 5
Checchio’s 000 100 0 1

PLAYOFF RESULTS:
A DIVISION SEMIFINALS:

PEP 21, Elm Street Café 9 (Game 1)
PEP trashed the Elm Street Café in

game 1.

PEP 11, Elm Street Café 7
Elm Street had the lead 5-3 going into
the top of the ninth, only to see PEP
come back and score four. Elm Street
put up two to send it into extra innings.
After the PEP boys failed to score in the
top of the 10th, Elm Street had the bases
loaded with nobody out; however, two
ground balls and a pop up sent it to the
11th. PEP pounded out four runs to send
the Café men home for the season.

Fanwood Transmission 5, Checchio
Chiropractic 1 (Game 1)

Checchio Chiropractic 10, Fanwood
Transmission 5 (Game 2)
Checchio scored 10 runs in the seventh
inning to sting Fan Tran.

Checchio Chiropractic 11, Fanwood
Transmission 2 (Game 3)

B DIVISION SEMIFINALS:
Theresa’s Mojave Grill 16, Val Decora-
tors 14 (Game 1)

Theresa’s jumped out to an early, 13-
4, lead and held on.

Theresa’s Mojave Grill 5, Val Decorators
4 (Game 2)

Sun Tavern 5, Trinity Electric 2 (Game 1)

Trinity Electric 7, Sun Tavern 5 (Game 2)

Trinity Electric 11 , Sun Tavern 2 (Game 3)

Kornik made an alert play for a putout
after a liner deflected off Kerr’s glove.
Third baseman Paul Rostocny
snagged a stinging line drive and
rightfielder Jim Nolan gunned down
a runner who over shot second base.

Mojave scored two runs in the top
of the first inning. Kornik walked,
Kirsch singled to left and Dave
Martorano hit an RBI sacrifice fly to
center. Kirsch later scored on an
error.

Seeking more insurance runs in
the third, Barba shouted, “Let’s start
stinging the balls. Let’s play like the
champs.”

However, it was the Decorators
who scored two runs in the third after
first baseman Drew Koski chanted,
“Come on! Let’s hit the ball now.”
Geoff Onufer reached second after
his liner to center was dropped. An-
thony DelaSalla slid an RBI single
past first, Novy singled and Paul
Mikla lofted an RBI sac fly to right.

In the fourth inning, noticing his
team’s trend toward hitting lofty fly
balls, Barba suggested, “We got to
let the pitches come down. We’ve got

to go to the ground.”
Finally, in the sixth inning, the

Grillers found the right spots to hit
the ball and added three runs to take
a 5-2 lead. Kirsch poked a looper to
left, Rostocny hopped a single past
short and Barba belted an RBI single
to center. Kerr cracked an RBI single
to left and Carnivale lifted an RBI
sac fly to left.

In the seventh, Decorator
DiGiovanni drilled a shot down the
leftfield line and jogged to second.
White singled and Joe DelaSalla
punched an RBI single to left, mak-
ing the score, 5-3. In the bottom of
the ninth, Koski plopped a single
over third and DiGiovanni followed
with a single. With two outs, Koski
scored when Joe DelaSalla’s
grounder scooted between the
shortstop’s legs, but the final out
came on a grounder back to the
mound.

Pleased with the victory but not
about the offense, Barba concluded,
“Our hitting was bad tonight.”
Mojave Grill 200 003 000 5
Val Decorators 002 000 101 4

Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Results:

Comcast Cablevision 11, Antone’s
Pub & Grill 5

Griller Clyde Vale held Comcast to
13 hits, its lowest total of the season,
but his teammates got only 12 hits off
of Frank Bender. Angelo Corbo led
Comcast with three hits and four RBI.
Tom Lombardi, Brian Williams and
Tony Williams had two hits each. Vale
led the Pub with three hits.

Northwestern Mutual Network 17,
The Office 16

The Network won it in extra in-
nings. Dennis Baker had the game-
winning triple, his second of the day.
Bob Bierman, Steve Falco and George
Gonzalez each contributed three hits.
Bill Hinkle had four hits and Jerry
Halfpenny, Dennis Kosowitz, Tom
McNulty and Blair Rush had three
hits each for the Office.

Nilsen Detective Agency 13, Awnings
Galore 6

Al Fiegenbaum blasted a three-run
homer in the eight-run fifth. Frank
Ciampi, Cliff DeAnna and Brian Hill
contributed key hits.

Comcast Cablevision 29, Irish Pub
19

Comcast overcame an early 14-4
deficit and finished with 33 hits. Bill
Mirto (4 hits, HR, 5 RBI), Angelo
Corbo (4 hits, 5 RBI), Frank Pepe (4
hits, HR), Steve Pietrucha (4 hits),
Tom Lombardi (3 hits, HR, 6 RBI),
John McLaughlin (3 hits) and Charles
Lehman (3 hits) led Comcast. Barney
Tracy (4-hits, 3 HRs and 6 RBI) and
Mike O’Brien (3 hits, including 2 HRs
and 6 RBI) led the Irish.

Northwestern Mutual Network 16,
Marion & Jacobson Roofing 12

Bob Bierman and Ed McColgan led
the Network with three hits each. Den-
nis Baker and Art Paulina contributed
two key-hits.

The Office 22, Union Center Na-
tional Bank 8

The Bankers got productive hitting
from Bill Koegel (3-hits), Dave
Goodman, Roger Grutzmaher and Joe
Mitarotonda.

Creative Industries 21, IL Giordino
Ristorante 6

Creative pounded 30 hits. Don
Robertson had four hits. Demo
Cervelli, Ray Cozzarelli, Dick
DiMuro, Howie Jones and Ed Malko
each produced three hits.

Legg Mason 14, L.A. Law 10
Charles Gemmenden, Tom Kucin

and Chick Miller had four hits each
for Legg.

Legg Mason 18, L.A. Law 6
Pitcher Mike Denci stymied the

Law. Bob Kraus with four hits and the
Jerry Halfpenny, Tom Kucin, Howard
McNicholas, Mike Michalisin and
Chick Miller with three hits each led
the Legg men.

IL Giordino Ristorante 31, Haven
Savings Bank 16

Tom Price led the winners with four

hits. Jack Anderson, Bob Bierman,
Ralph Eisenberger, Joe Murano and
Bruce Symon each contributed two
hits.

L.A. Law 20, Legg Mason 12
Carmen Coppola and Tony Orlando

each had four hits for the Law. Bob
Grant and Bob Madden (HR) each
produced three hits.

L.A. Law 22, Legg Mason 21
The Law produced 33 hits, sparked

by Butch Ernst, Joe LaPlaca and Bob
Madden with four hits each. Carmen
Coppola, Bob Grant and Tony Or-
lando contributed three hits apiece.

Irish Pub 6, Awnings Galore 4
Marion & Jacobson Roofing 14,
Crest Refrigeration 12

50+ DIVISION 1:
(As of August 3)

TEAM W   L
Comcast Cablevision 17   3
Nilsen Detective Agency 13   6
Irish Pub 12   7
Antone’s Pub & Grill 11   8
Awnings Galore   5 14

50+ DIVISION 2:
TEAM W   L
The Office 10   8
Northwestern Mutual 11   9
M & J Roofing   9   9
Union Center National Bank   6 12
Crest Refrigeration   0 18

SUPER SENIORS 60+ DIVISION:
TEAM W   L
Creative Industries 15   1
L.A. Law   9   6
Il Giordino’s Restaurante   8   7
Legg Mason   8 10
Haven Savings   0 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIDING SAFELY INTO THIRD…Decorator Anthony Dela Salla slides safely
into third as Mojave Grille third baseman Paul Rastocny snags the ball.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRILLING A SINGLE TO LEFT…Mojave Grille hitter Steve Barba drills a
single to left in the sixth inning against Val Decorators. Barba finished with two
hits, an RBI and a run scored.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LINING OUT TO RIGHT…Fan Tran batter Gary Rosco whacks a hard liner
to right field in the second inning against Checchio Chiropractic.
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12 New Jersey
Properties
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Westfield Office  215 North Avenue West       Telephone 908/232-5664-

Impeccable seven room Split-level has been beautifully upgraded and 
features formal living room, formal dining room with sliders to large deck 
overlooking private yard, eat-in kitchen, three bedrooms, family room plus 
finished basement. Mother/daughter potential, if needed. 

Must see at $499,000.

Each room is spacious and beautifully decorated. The home features an 
inviting entrance foyer, formal living room with fireplace, formal dining 
room, eat-in kitchen, solarium, five bedrooms plus a wonderful master 
bedroom suite with dressing room, and four and one-half baths. Wonderful 
acre property setting. Convenient to town and NYC transportation. 

Offered at $999,100.

CRANFORD

CRANFORD

Spectacular Victorian 
Offers Eleven Rooms! 

JUST LISTED! 

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
Planning Board meeting of the Township of
Scotch plains held on July 28, 2003, the
Board adopted a Resolution pertaining to
the minor subdivision and site approval for
Stage House Village, LLC, and John & Ellen
Ferrara for 366 Park Avenue and 1819 &
1825 Front Street, which was approved by
the board on July 14, 2003.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Planning Board and avail-
able for inspection during business hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Board

1 T - 8/7/03, The Times Fee: $15.81

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

Scotch Plains $599,900
Spread out in this spacious custom built home nestled on just under an acre of beautifully
wooded property.  Featuring a Living Room/Dining Room combination; Kitchen w/Breakfast
Room; 1st flr Master Suite plus Summer’s Kitchen; oversized 2 car Garage; 2 zone heat
and cac; sprinkler system and more.  WSF2749

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2002
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038 RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

Quality-built Westfield home on quiet, tree-lined street,
near schools. First floor includes living room, formal din-
ing room, paneled family room with fireplace, and large
kitchen with eating space and hidden laundry area. Also
two bedrooms with bath and powder room. Second floor
of this expanded ranch includes two bedrooms and bath
plus large walk-in attic with cedar closet. Hardwood
floors and central air conditioning. For Sale by Owner.
Call 908-232-1181 for appointment. $820,000
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PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that on August 27,
2003 at 8:00 P.M. in the Borough Hall of the
Borough of Fanwood at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey the Plan-
ning Board will hold a public hearing to erect
an addition at 58 Locust Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey also known as Block 93 Lot 8 as
shown on the Fanwood Tax Map. The fol-
lowing variance is requested from the Land
Use Ordinance of the Borough of Fanwood:

Sec. 12.04 E.6 Variance Requested: Rear
yard setback; Permitted: 25 feet; Present:
17 feet; Proposed: 15 feet.

The application will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
application or amendment(s) to the applica-
tion.

All interested persons may be present
and heard.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during normal
business hours from the Secretary of the
Board at the Administration Offices of the
Borough of Fanwood at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Mr. & Mrs. John Fuimo
58 Locust Avenue

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 8/7/03, The Times Fee $28.05

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing granted
approval to Verizon Wireless for an antenna
to be placed on the property at Elm and
North Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey being
Block 50, Lot 30.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Bor-
ough Hall during normal business hours.

Mr. Richard D. Stanzione
Hiering, Dupignac & Stanzione

Hiering Building
64 Washington Street

CN 2015
Toms River, New Jersey 08754-2015

Atty. for Verizon Wireless
1 T - 8/7/03, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance of which the following is a copy
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held August 5, 2003
and that the said Council will further con-
sider the same for final passage on the 9th
day of September 2003, at 8:00 p.m., or as
soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Munici-
pal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.

Bernard A Heeney
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1821
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
GENERAL ORDINANCE NUM-
BER 1806 “TREE PRESERVA-
TION” GOVERNING THE
PRESERVATION, PROTEC-
TION AND REMOVAL OF
TREES WITHIN THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD

WHEREAS, on December 17, 2002, the
Town Council of the Town of Westfield
adopted General Ordinance Number 1806
entitled “Tree Preservation”; and

WHEREAS, the Town Counsel of the
Town of Westfield determines that Section
29A-4 of Ordinance Number 1806 entitled
“Definitions and Word Usage” must be
amended.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of
the Town of Westfield in the County of
Union, as follows:

1. That Section 29A-4 of General Or-
dinance Number 1806 is herby amended to
add the following subsection:

(e) Removal.  References in this chapter
to “removal” of trees shall be deemed not to
include the routine pruning of trees or the
routine removal of tree branches and limbs.

2. Any or all ordinances or parts thereof
in conflict, or inconsistent, with any part of
the terms of this ordinance are hereby re-
pealed to the extent that they are in such
conflict or inconsistent.

3. In the event that any section, part or
provision of this ordinance shall be held to
be unconstitutional or invalid by any court,
such holdings shall not affect the validity of
this ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof,
other than the part so held unconstitutional
or invalid.

4. This ordinance shall take effect im-
mediately upon final passage and publica-
tion in the manner provided by law.
1 T - 8/7/03, The Leader Fee: $52.53

Westfield White 12’s Grab
New Providence League Title

The Westfield White 12-year-old
travel baseball team defeated
Montville, 9-2, in the July 29 cham-
pionship game of the New Provi-
dence League Tournament. Westfield
White finished the regular season
11-1 before entering tournament play.

Tony DiIorio threw five innings of
four-hit ball to continue his streak of
excellent pitching in the tournament.
Max Sugarman put nine straight
pitches in the strike zone to close out
the sixth inning.

Defensively, White was solid and
made several sparkling plays. First
baseman Kiran Patankar made a nice
sliding catch of a foul ball from
Montville’s first hitter.

Montville scored two runs in the
second inning before DiIorio regis-
tered a strikeout and induced a
groundout to second baseman Ethan
Krell. Defense ruled in the third and
fourth innings with Colton Strano
making a nice catch at the centerfield
fence and DiIorio handling two chop-
pers near the mound.

In the fifth, shortstop Zach
Connolly ranged toward second to

grab a sharp grounder, stepped on the
bag and fired to first baseman
Sugarman, who made a nice stretch
to complete the double play. Third
baseman Mark Fischetti ended the
inning with a fine running catch be-
hind the bag. Montville went quietly
in the sixth with a fly out to Patankar
at first, a grounder to Drew Bergin at
second and a strikeout on three
pitches.

Westfield collected 13 hits, eight
for extra bases. Westfield scored two
in the second on an RBI double by
Pat Gray and a sacrifice by Strano.
Three more runs scored in the third
as DiIorio doubled, Chris Sheehan
blasted a home run over the
centerfield fence, Sugarman tripled
and Gray tapped an RBI single. Strano
launched a solo shot in the fourth and
three more runs scored in the fifth.
DiIorio and Sheehan singled, and
Sugarman and Mike Tormey doubled.

Also collecting hits were Fischetti
with a double and Connolly with an
infield single. Kyle Hayden was also
on the team roster but did not play
due to injury.

St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League Results:
ANGELS DIVISION:

(As of August 1:)
TEAM W L Pct
St. Anne 12   3 .800
St. Edward   9   6 .600
St. James   8   9 .471
St. Blaise   7   9 .438
St. Thomas   6 11 .353

SAINTS DIVISION:
TEAM W L Pct
St. Joseph 13   3 .813
St. Louis   8   7 .533
St. Patrick   8   7 .533
St. Jude   6 12 .333
St. Michael   3 13 .188

St. Anne 23, St. Blaise 5
Kevin Woodring, Lou Balestriere,

Captain Joe McEvoy and Stan
Lesniewski had four hits apiece for
the St. Anne juggernaut. For the
Blaisers, Jerry Riepe and Mark
DiFrancesco each had three hits.
St. Joseph 13, St. Jude 4

St. Joe scored 11 runs in the first
inning. Harry Semple tapped three
hits, including a grand-slam homer,
and Art Hobble and Bob Cihanowyz
each ripped two hits for the Joe boys.
For the Judies, Joe Matuska had three
hits and Kelly Larson, Frank Pepe,
Bob Pielhau and Pauly Morello each
had two hits.
St. Louis 13, St. Edward 8

St. Lou came from behind with six
runs in the last two innings. John
Esposito, Joe Coccuza and John
Chupko rapped three hits each for St.
Lou. For Eddies gang, Frank
Samulian, Jeff Friedlander, Larry
Shaub and Kenny Broyles each had
two hits.
St. James 15, St. Edward 3

The notorious James Gang batted
around in the bottom of the fifth

inning. Tony Perconte and Captain
Jimmy Hoelzel smacked three hits
and Gerry Spitzer, John Gordon and
Glen Walz, with two hits apiece, led
the Gang. Russel Voorhees was the
lone St. Edwards batter to get a multi-
hit game.
St. Patrick 18, St. Louis 12

The Pats’ bats came alive in the
bottom of the sixth with 12 players
crossing home plate. Jim Sheehan
led the offense with four hits and
was aided by Marc Reisberg and
Joe Metzger with two hits each.
John Esposito had three hits for St.
Louis.
St. Jude 16, St. Joseph 10

St. Jude avenged the loss earlier in
the week to St. Joseph. For St. Jude,
Bob Guy had three hits and eight
other batters had two hits each. Nick
DiNizo had three hits and scored
three runs for St. Joe.
St. Thomas 6, St. Anne 2

See exclusive story. Tomboy Pete
Glock had three hits, including a
round tripper and Brian Williams
had three hits.
St. Michael 10, St. James 0

St. Michael bushwhacked the
James Gang. Steve Pirella, Jerry
Rites, Paul Nadolny, Steve Patrucha,
Greg Swindersky, Al Weber and Jer-
sey Joe Romash rapped two hits each
for the Mikes. Gerry Spitzer and
Billy Zechman each collected a pair
of hits for St. James.
St. Patrick 14, St. Blaise 6

Joe Metzger had four hits and Bill
Irovando had three hits to pace Pat.
For St. Blaise, Fran Celardo had three
hits and Captain Tom Sherwin had
two hits.

SPF 12s Capture First Three
In Knights of Columbus Ball

A no-hitter by Greg Zabel was the
highlight for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood tournament 12s baseball
team as they recorded a 3-0 record
in the Knights of Columbus tourna-
ment last weekend in Westfield.

The Raiders capitalized on good
pitching and defense. The Raiders
yielded just one run and one error in
the three games. In a 14-0 win over
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF)
Travel team, Zabel allowed just two
walks. Combined with a, 5-0, shut-
out against Summit and a, 9-1, win
over Westfield White, the Raiders
sealed a top seed for the playoff
portion of the tournament.

Against cross-town rival SPF
Travel, the Raiders erupted with six
runs in the first inning. Beginning
with Kevin Maroney’s hit and, com-
bined with several SPF errors and
Michael Lauricella’s single, it
turned out to be all the Raiders
needed.

Maroney finished with three hits
and two runs scored, Steven Berger
had two hits and three RBI, and
Michael Klotz, Matt Berka and

Colin Grimm scored two runs
apiece. Berka also made a nice play
in left to help preserve the no-hitter,
as did Jimmy Burke and Maroney at
shortstop.

Against Westfield White, Burke
allowed just three hits. The Raiders
scored eight runs in the third, capped
by Jackson Udelsman’s three-run
triple. Burke and Zabel had three
hits while Lauricella and Tyler Della
Badia each drove home a run. Danny
Gore, Anthony D’Annunzio and
Nick Bonadies played well defen-
sively, with D’Annunzio also add-
ing an RBI. Maroney made the web
gem of the game. With the bases
loaded and two out, and the Raiders
clinging to a one run lead, Maroney
dove to his right on a ground smash,
gloved it and threw from his knees
to get an inning-ending force out at
third.

Maroney, Grimm and Zabel com-
bined on a three-hitter to beat Sum-
mit. Burke had two doubles, a single,
two runs scored and an RBI. Della
Badia and Lauricella each had an
RBI while Berger, Berka and Grimm
had one hit apiece.

NEW PROVIDENCE CHAMPS…This Westfield White 12-year-old travel
baseball team defeated Montville, 9-2, to win the New Providence League title.
This Westfield White team finished 11-1 in the regular season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAPPING A SINGLE TO LEFT…St. Anne slugger Terry Gallagher taps a
single to left in the fifth inning against St. Thomas.

take nothing for granted. Offensively,
our lineup is solid throughout and
wherever we go, we are going to get
hits.”

Westfield fired at will and exploded
with eight runs in the bottom of the
second inning. Padovano doubled and
scored on Jeff Johnson’s impressive
RBI double. Next, Ostrander rifled
an RBI double to center. Paul Ferry
plunked a single and Belford muscled
an RBI double to deep center. Tracy
spanked a single and Belford with-
out anyone’s permission stole home
from third. With plenty of ammo to
spare, Martinez fired a sharp liner
and Wayman triggered a two-run
double. Steve Peterpaul scorched a
single past third and Padovano
cracked a run-scoring double.

Belford led off the third with a
double and scored on Jim
McCullough’s RBI single. Scotch
Plains fired back with three rounds in
the top of the fourth. Derigonis
showed off his canon with a solo shot
to leftfield. Shortstop Alex Wayaes
poked a single and Murphy laced a
run-scoring double past second. Jay

Everitt followed and lofted an RBI
sacrifice.

Scotch Plains fired off its final
rounds in the fifth inning when pitcher
Jimmy Cassidy and Mike Tardi
sizzled singles and Romagnano fired
a scorcher scoring Cassidy. Westfield
broke loose and trampled the plate
with four runs in the bottom of the
inning. Ferry and Belford zipped
back-to-back singles and
McCullough connected with an RBI
double. Dave Martinez mangled a
crushing two-run double and
Wayman cracked a run-scoring
single.

A final check on playoff readiness
resulted in five more runs in the
sixth. Padovano and Johnson hit back-
to-back singles and scored on out-
standing base running when
Ostrander ripped a single past sec-
ond. Belford reached first on a mis-
cue and McCullough stroked an RBI
double. The final salvo came via a
Tracy single.
Scotch Plains 000 310 0 4
Westfield 081 045 x 18

Westfield PD Blue 1 Outguns
SP-F Softball Men, 18-4

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Chambers
at the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at 10:00 AM
prevailing time on August 25, 2003 for the
“TAMAQUES PARK POND MAINTE-
NANCE PROJECT “ in Westfield, New
Jersey.

The work under this Proposal includes
the furnishing of all labor, materials and
equipment necessary to complete the work
as shown on the Contract Drawings and
described in the Contract Specifications,
and Proposals shall be in accordance with
such Drawings and Specifications and the
terms proposed in the Contract.

The pond maintenance project will be on
a lump sum basis.  The major items of work
under this lump sum contract include, but
are not limited to dewatering of a off-line
man-made approximately 1.4 acre pond;
recovery of fish and turtles; soil excavation,
soil removal, transportation and staging of
excavated soil; mobilization and soil erosion
controls; restoration of pavement; pipe clean-
ing and refurbishing of pond and surround-
ing areas.

The successful bidder shall start con-
struction within 10 days of execution of
contract and shall complete all work within
sixty (60) calendar days after notice to pro-
ceed.

Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the place
and before the hour above mentioned, and
must be accompanied by a certified check
or bid bond payable to the Town of Westfield
in an amount equal to at least ten percent
(10%) of the base amount of the bid, but not
less than $500.00 nor more than $20,000.00.
Each bid must also be accompanied by a
Surety Company Certificate stating that said
Surety Company will provide the bidder with
the required Performance bond in the full
amount of the Contract, by a Non-Collusion
Affidavit and a Contractor’s Qualification
Statement, Statement of Ownership, on the
forms included in and explained in the con-
tract documents.

Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of Chapter 127 P. L. 1975 supple-
ment to the law against discrimination (Affir-
mative Action) and must pay workmen the
prevailing wage rates promulgated by the
New Jersey State Department of Labor and
Industry for this project, copies of which are
on file in the Office of the Town engineer.

Plans and specifications may be seen or
procured ($50) at the office of the Town
Engineer, Public Works Center, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey.  The
Mayor and Council reserve the right to reject
any bid, and to waive any informality in any
bid, if in the interest of the Town, it is
deemed advisable to do so.

Kenneth B. Marsh, P.E.
Town Engineer

1 T - 8/7/03, The Leader Fee: $60.18

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on August 4,
2003 memorialized the following Board ac-
tion of July 7, 2003, re:

03-03(V) NEEDLE POINT HOMES, 33
WOODBROOK CIRCLE,
BLOCK 3901M LOT 24, SEEK-
ING MINOR SUBDIVISION
APPROVAL WITH VARI-
ANCES. APPLICANT SEEKS
TO DEMOLISH AN EXISTING
HOME AND CREATE TWO
SINGLE FAMILY BUILDING
LOTS FROM AN EXISTING
SINGLE LOT. - Approved with
conditions.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary

1 T - 8/7/03, The Leader Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on August 4,
2003 memorialized the following Board ac-
tion of July 10, 2003, re:

03-12 D. VILLANE CONSTRUCTION,
L.L.C., 817 GRANT AVENUE,
BLOCK 1304, LOT 41, SEEK-
ING MINOR SUBDIVISON AP-
PROVAL. APPLICANT PRO-
POSES TO DEMOLISH EXIST-
ING SINGLE FAMILY HOUSE
AND CREATE TWO NEW
SINGLE FAMILY BUILDING
LOTS FROM AN EXISTING
SINGLE LOT. APPLICATION
CONFORMS TO TOWN LAND
USE ORDINANCE. - Approved
with conditions.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary

1 T - 8/7/03, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on August 4,
2003 memorialized the following Board ac-
tion of July 10, 2003, re:

03-08(V) WELDON MATERIALS, INC.,
141 CENTRAL AVENUE,
BLOCK 3107, LOT 12, SEEK-
ING PRELIMINARY AND FINAL
MAJOR SITE PLAN AP-
PROVAL. APPLICANT SEEKS
TO CONSTRUCT A THIRD
FLOOR FOR OFFICE USE TO
AN EXISTING SECOND
STORY BUILDING. APPLI-
CANT ALSO PURPOSES TO
ENCLOSE AN EXISTING
OPEN STAIRWAY STRUC-
TURE. - Approved with a condi-
tion.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary

1 T - 8/7/03, The Leader Fee: $21.93

FEARSOME FOURSOME…Pictured, left to right: Kevin Brown, Michael
Belfer, Evan Weissglass and Jeff Frankel enjoy a day of golf at Shackamaxon
Country Club while supporting the JCC of Central NJ. To receive JCC event
information, call (908) 889-8800 to add your name to the mailing list.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that ordi-
nances as follows were passed and adopted
by the Town Council of the Town of Westfield
at a meeting thereof held on August 5, 2003

Bernard A Heeney
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1817
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD CHAPTER 2 “AD-
MINISTRATION” BY ADDING
A NEW PROVISION PROVID-
ING FOR A CHARGE BY THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD TO
THE ISSUER FOR THE
CHECKS PAYABLE TO THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD OR
ANY OF ITS SUBDIVISIONS
WHICH SHALL BE RETURNED
UNPAID.

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1818
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD CHAPTER 19A
ENTITLED “VEHICLE TOW-
ING AND STORAGE” TO ES-
TABLISH A SYSTEM OF
RATES FOR TOWING AND
STORAGE SERVICES

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1819
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD CHAPTER 13
“MOTOR VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC” ARTICLE I “IN GEN-
ERAL”

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1820
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD CHAPTER 11,
“FIRE PROTECTION” AR-
TICLE III “FIRE PREVENTION
CODE”

1 T - 8/7/03, The Leader Fee: $39.78

Wayne Travelers Skin
SPF 11/12s, 12-11

On July 26, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders 11/12 Travel Team
played their best and most dramatic
game of the season in a 12-11 loss to
powerhouse Wayne. Trailing 12-3
after three innings, the Raiders battled
back for eight runs in the final three
frames.

Will Hubbard approached the
mound in the bottom of the second
and completely shut down Wayne as
he masterfully mixed his pitches. In
the top of the fourth, Joe Sebolao,
Jeff Sirdashney, Billy Johnston, Eddie
Heavey, Joseph Del Prete, Saxony
Nielsen, Tom Holt, Kyle Fitzgerald
and Hubbard all consecutively
reached base accounting for six runs.

Nielsen doubled in two more runs
in the sixth then Fitzgerald brought
the crowd to their feet as he hit a
mammoth shot that just missed clear-
ing the fence by inches. The Raiders,
however, ran out of gas as Fitzgerald
was stranded on base.

Westfield White 13’s Reach Finals
Of NJ All-Star League Playoffs

The Westfield White 13-year-old
baseball team reached the finals of
the North Jersey All-Star League
playoffs with wins over Madison,
Berkeley Heights and Long Hill.

Seventh-seeded Westfield knocked
off Madison, 18-10, behind the one-
run pitching of Aidan Granstrand
and a balanced hitting attack with
Mark Mosier, Luke Granstrand, Mike
Melillo and Greg O’Brien each bang-
ing two hits. Granstrand helped his
own cause with a pair of hits and
Melillo, Mosier and Mark Melino
each had two RBI. Mike McCrea and
Harry Marino keyed a solid defen-
sive effort.

Westfield then knocked off top-
seeded Berkeley Heights, 10-3, be-
hind the complete game pitching of
Marino. Ray Connery got things go-
ing for Westfield with a base hit to
start a big second-inning rally. Aidan
Granstrand and McCrea followed
with singles before O’Brien cleared
the bases with a bases-loaded double
to break the game open.

In the semifinals, Aidan Granstrand
fired a complete game in a, 9-3,
victory. In a seven-run fifth-inning
rally, Nick Fusaro led off with infield
single followed by hits from Connery,
McCRea, Melillo and Mosier.
O’Brien once again broke the game
open with a bases-clearing double.

Westfield also advanced in the South
Plainfield Tournament beating
Woodbridge, 8-7, with a last-inning
comeback rally. Mosier had four hits
and three RBI and Jesse Embry
reached base four-straight times.

FSPY Girls Compete
At National Gymnastics

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA (FSPY) gymnastic team com-
peted in the YMCA National Cham-
pionships at Savannah Civic Center
in Savannah, Ga. over the July 4
weekend. The FSPY gymnasts com-
peted in the Developmental and
Championship Divisions.

In the Developmental Junior Divi-
sion, Gina Pelosi placed eighth on
the uneven bars. In the Senior Divi-
sion, Jessica Sussman placed fifth on
unevens, sixth on balance beam and
eighth on vault. Rebecca Keiser,
Laurel Devlin and Jenna Skoller also
competed in the Junior Division.

In the Level 9 Championship Divi-
sion, Kate Breuninger, Allegra
Kenwell and Tayler Montagna com-
peted in the Junior Division and
Rachel Skolnick competed in the
Senior Division. Lindsay Robinson
and Katie Zaleski also qualified for
the national meet but were unable to
compete.

Registration for the fall session
begins on August 16. For more infor-
mation, please call (908) 889-8880.

U11/12 Soccer Has
Successful Season

The Mid-New Jersey Youth Soc-
cer Association (MNJYSA) had an-
other successful summer program.
Regional coordinator and coach of
the Westfield girls U11/12 team,
Carlos Rego, completed a fun sum-
mer program where over 200 girls
participated. The year ended with a
tournament in Westfield that in-
volved teams from North
Hunterdon, Bridgewater, Scotch
Plains, Summit and Westfield.

In the first round, Bridgewater
downed Westfield, 2-1. Karly
Dragon of Bridgewater netted a
goal 10 minutes into the game.
Stephanie Rego of Westfield tied
the score 15 minutes into the sec-
ond half then Dragon netted her
second goal with less than two
minutes remaining. Also in the first
round, North Hunterdon defeated
Scotch Plains, 3-0.

In the championship round,
Westfield blanked Scotch Plains,
1-0 when Kelly Irving took a pass
from Nicole Spera and fired in the
game winner. In the title game,
Bridgewater played North
Hunterdon to a 1-1 tie in regula-
tion then eventually lost in a
shootout, 4-2. Dragon scored for
Bridgewater in regulation and
Cindy Opel scored for North
Hunterdon.
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People For Animals Posts
Weekend Pet Adoptions

AREA – People for Animals will
sponsor pet adoption events on Sat-
urday and Sunday, August 9 and 10.
Cats and kittens will be available
from noon to 4 p.m. at the
PETsMART stores in the Watchung
Square Mall on Route 22 and in

Bridgewater’s Promenade Mall, lo-
cated at the intersections of Routes
28 and 287.

Among the many pets offered for
adoption will be “Sheba,” a four-
year-old gray Russian Blue-mix.
Sheba is spayed, has tested negative

to feline leukemia and is current with
her vaccinations. She is described as
a sweet and gentle cat who loves
human companionship.

A dog adoption event will be held
on Sunday, August 10, from 10:30
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the PETsMART
store in Bridgewater’s Promenade
Mall. Prospective adoptees include
“Dunkin,” a four-month-old Ameri-
can Staffordshire terrier-mix puppy.
He was named for Dunkin Dough-
nuts, after being found at one of the
franchise’s stores.

People for Animals reported that
Dunkin is extremely well-behaved
for his age and enjoys being around
people. He is also doing well with
housebreaking training.

To adopt or for other information,
please call (908) 688-1073 and press
8 for cat adoption or 1 for dog
adoption to leave a message. Other
pets needing homes may be seen on
the Internet at
www.pfa.petfinder.org.

For low-cost spay/neuter infor-
mation, please call the People for
Animals Clinic at (908) 964-6887.
Spay/neuter surgery costs range
from $40 to $65 and include rabies
and distemper vaccinations.

CLASSIFIEDS

Summer Concert Series: The
Scotch Plains Cultural Arts Com-
mittee is sponsoring a Summer
Concert Series on the Village
Green at 430 Park Ave each
Thursday evening.  The concert
on August 7 will feature “The
Nerds” who will play from 7-
8:30 pm.  You’ll want to get there
early for a good spot!

Science Club: There is still
time to register for the Summer
Science Club that is being held

from August 11-15 from 9 a.m.-
noon each day at the Towne
House in Green Forest Park.  Ex-
perience hands-on experiments
and activities and learn what sci-
ence is all about!  The fee is $105
per person.  Register at the Rec-
reation Department in room 113
of the Municipal Building.

Upcoming Events: Look for
your Fall Program Brochure in
Mid-August filled with fun and
exciting program for all ages.

Scotch Plains Recreation EventsScotch Plains Recreation EventsScotch Plains Recreation EventsScotch Plains Recreation EventsScotch Plains Recreation Events

Summer Concert Series:
Thursday, August 7 “The Road

Home” (Irish Music and Dance).
Thursday, August 14 “Front Porch

Swing” (Classic Rock and Original

Westfield Recreation EventsWestfield Recreation EventsWestfield Recreation EventsWestfield Recreation EventsWestfield Recreation Events
Tunes).

All of the concerts are held at
7:30 pm in Mindowaskin Park.

For more information call the Rec-
reation Department at 789-4080.

Congratulations!

Weichert
The sign of neighborhood knowledge at work for you.

®

For purchase prices up to $403,375 monthly mortgage payments (principal+interest) quoted in our ads are to qualified buyers, based upon a 20% downpayment and a conventional 30-year fixed rate loan at 5.25% with 3 points, A.P.R. 5.575%. As an example, a $100,000 loan would mean 360 monthly payments of $552.20.  For purchase prices from $403,375 to $840,000, the monthly payments are to qualified buyers based upon a 20% downpayment and calculated at 5.5% with 3 points on a “Jumbo” 30-year fixed rate mortgage with an A.P.R. of 5.788%.
An example of a $500,000 loan would mean 360 monthly payments of $2838.95. Figures herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, hazard insurance, or homeowners association dues for a condominium purchase. Interest rates quoted are as of May 1, 2003, and subject to change. Not responsible for typographical errors. Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ 07950. 1-800-829-CASH. Licensed by the NJ Dept of Banking and Insurance. Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept of Banking in
NY, CT, and PA. Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C.   Equal Housing Lender. Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors.                                                                                                      For Your Benefit, Consider A Career In Real Estate. • Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

weichert.com

Real Estate

Tip #2
Save time and effort:  Map this 

weekend's Open House route online.

Everyone always needs more time on the weekend to get
everything done, but here's a simple tip to save time.  To
see more Open Houses in one afternoon, visit weichert.com
and click on Open Houses.  After selecting the homes you
want to visit, you can print out a map that logically routes
you from house to house, from whatever starting point you
choose.  How's that for convenient!

Visit weichert.com or call your local Weichert
Associate, your neighborhood specialist.

Westfield Office  185 Elm Street  /  Westfield, NJ 07090  /  908-654-7777

BUY FOR $2,171 BUY FOR $1,395 BUY FOR $1,476

BUY FOR $1,606 BUY FOR $1,645BUY FOR $2,001 BUY FOR $2,158

Fantastic Home
Cranford: You must see this house!  2BTH,
4BR, Move in Condition.  $329,900  (052008899)

Westfield: TRUE RANCH, 7 Rms, of 1 flr living
Many updates hdw flrs.  $499,000  (052008872)

Charming Cape
Scotch Plains: EIK, HWD FLR, 2nd FLR BTH,
LRG corner Property, Move in Condition, near
trans, schools and parks.  $349,000  (052008846)

A Must See!
Scotch Plains: 4BR Bilevel, 2BTH, 2 Car Ga-
rage, Near NYC Train.  $379,900  (052008725)

Wonderful Colonial
Westfield: Well Maintained - 3BR, 1.5BTH, LR
w/FPL, DR, Den, Newer Kitchen, Finished Rec
Rm. & Office, Screened Porch.  $459,900
(052008723)

Cranford: 4/5BRM, 3.5BTH Colonial near
schools.  Suitable for M/D or Home/Office.
$495,900  (052000new)

Fanwood: Distinctive Colonial, Sparkling up-
dates, tranquil tree lined St.  Walk to train.
$389,000  (052000new)

PATTY K. THOMSON

FRANCES C. BRADER

Top Sales / Top Producer
Month of July

Sales Representative
Rental Specialist

Weichert Million Dollar Sales Club

Top Lister
Month of July

Broker / Sales Person
Member Quarter Century Club

CHILDCARE

Before/After School childcare in
my home. Tamaques / Jefferson
School Area.

(908) 789-9097

MOVING SALE

SATURDAY
Children’s toys, strollers,
highchairs, bikes, misc. household
items, Furn. 248 Sylvania Pl. Off
Lawrence Ave. Westfield, 9am-3pm

HELP WANTED

CHIROPRACTIC OFFICE
P/T Billing / Front Desk

Experience & Knowledge of
Eclipse software a plus.

(908) 232-0500

Westfield - Moving sale
254 East Broad Street. Contents
of store front, starting Thursday
8/7 thru Saturday 8/9. For further
information call (908) 233-7374.

MOVING SALE

CHILDCARE HELP

Scotch Plains/Fanwood. Seeking
loving, affordable before & after
school care for 2 boys, grades K & 3.

Call (908) 259-1651 FOR SALE

Fridge and Dining Set for Sale
18 cu. ft. Whirlpool fridge - like
new - only $200. 4 Chair durable
wood kitchen table set only $175.

Call (908) 301-0616

CHILDCARE NEEDED

After-school childcare needed for
2 fun-loving children in Scotch
Plains starting Sept. 2. Mon - Fri,
2:30 - 5:30. References, drivers
license, car, non-smoker.

(908) 654-0666

FURNISHED APARTMENT

LINDEN - 1 Bedroom Apartment,
no pets, non smoker. credit check.
$800 per month 1-1/2 months
security. Available August.

(908) 925-5454
COLLEGE ADVISING

Need help with college process?
Centrally located certified English
Teacher/Guidance Counselor can
help with: school choices, goals
and expectations, and application
essay. Please call (908)-889-0052!

HELP WANTED

PART-TIME NURSERY TEACHER
position available for 3-year old
class. Must have valid NJ state
teaching certificate. Please call
Redeemer Lutheran School at
(908)232-1592 for more
information and to schedule an
interview. Serious inquiries only
please.

CAR FOR SALE

2000 BMW 323i
Excellent condition

Silver, 4 door, automatic
46,000 miles, asking $19,500.

Contact (908) 447-9439
YARD SALE

WESTFIELD
940 Everts Ave.

Sat. Aug 9th, 8 am - 6 pm
Furniture and various

household items.

HELP WANTED

CARPET INSTALLER
MUST HAVE EXPERIENCE

CALL: (908) 322-7730

FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
OVERSIZED 2 CAR GARAGE

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY,
SAFE, SECURE LOCATION,

IDEAL FOR STORAGE
$295.00/M

Call Lori (973) 397-3541

PIANO LESSONS

TEACHING SINCE 1970
(908) 889-4095

HS Math, Chem, Physics
& SAT Prep.

by Certified Teacher.
W. Roth (732) 548-3706

Since 1968

TUTORING

TICKETS FOR SALE

BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN &
The E STREET BAND

Giants Stadium
August 28th - 31st

Floor Seats Available
Call Jim (732) 801-3200

APARTMENT FOR RENT

GARWOOD- 5 Rooms with 1 Bth
2-BDR. Apt. with LVR/ DR/ KIT.
Clean-On quiet st.- walking dist.
from NYC trains, schools and
shopping. Laundry-Wash/Dry in
basement- $1350- 732-205-9612

CLEANING SERVICE

Polish Cleaning Lady is looking
for new clients. Experienced,
Good References.

(908) 416-8885

HELP WANTED

PT Health Food Store clerk, Fall
Position, knowledge of nutrition
helpful. Thu, Fri, Sat. hours. Great
for college student.

(908) 709-0247

TEACHERS

F/T & P/T Teacher Assistant/
Infant caregiver position available
for daycare. Experience prefered.

Call Liz or Cheryl @
(908) 518-0900

PIANO FOR SALE

WALNUT SOHMER PIANO
EXCELLENT CONDITION

(908) 232-0881

WESTFIELD - 3 Room Suite
(500 sq. ft.) with 1/2 bath. Off
street parking, 1 block to train,
includes utilities. $800.00 per
mo.

Kay Gragnano
Coldwell Banker
(908) 233-5555

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE

Attorney Mark Kuehn Joins
Newark Law Firm

WESTFIELD – Westfield resident
Mark Kuehn has recently joined the
law firm of Gibbons, Del Deo,
Griffinger & Vecchione in Newark.

Mr. Kuehn received his Juris Doc-
torate from the College of William
and Mary, Marshall-Wythe School
of Law in 1981. He also received his
Masters in Taxation from New York
University School of Law in 1982.

Mr. Kuehn has served in private
practice and has also provided in-
house counsel functions for several
companies. In private practice, most
recently he served as Counsel to
Lindabury, McCormick and
Estabrook, in Westfield, from 2001-
2003.

As co-founder and president of
New Jersey-based General Messen-
ger Service in 1984, Mr. Kuehn
helped bring the company from a
start-up to a multi-million dollar busi-
ness.

From 1993 through 1998, Mr.
Kuehn headed his New York-based
mergers and acquisitions consulting
firm, America’s First Capital Corp.

This spring, Mr. Kuehn founded
and is serving as initial president of
the New Jersey Chapter of the Asso-
ciation for Corporate Growth (ACG).
The ACG is the premier interna-
tional association for business own-
ers, corporate executives, investors
and professionals involved in middle-
market corporate growth, corporate
development, mergers and acquisi-
tions. Mr. Kuehn’s leadership role
with the ACG brings great exposure
to his clients seeking to engage in
purchases, sales, mergers, financings
and other transactions.

In addition to his professional ac-
tivities, Mr. Kuehn has served in a

variety of community capacities. He
currently serves as Secretary and
Director of the Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross, and in 2002 served as
Chairman of the Red Cross’ Quality-
of-Life Initiative for United States
Troops in Afghanistan. He also served
from 2002 through 2003 as Director
of the Westfield Chapter of Rotary
International and is a member of the

Westfield Optimists Club and the
Westfield “Y”’s Men’s Club.

Mr. Kuehn is admitted to practice
in the States of New Jersey and
Florida, the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia and the United States District
Court for the District of New Jersey.
He is a member of the New Jersey
State Bar Association, the American
Bar Association and the Union
County Bar Association.

Mark Kuehn

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that on August 27,
2003 at 8:00 P.M. in the Borough Hall of the
Borough of Fanwood at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey the Plan-
ning Board will hold a public hearing to erect
a deck at 5 Saville Row, Fanwood, New
Jersey also known as Block 116 Lot 88 as
shown on the Fanwood Tax Map. The fol-
lowing variance is requested from the Land
Use Ordinance of the Borough of Fanwood:

Sec. 184.110 E.6 Variance Requested:
Rear yard setback Permitted: 25 feet,
Present: 31 feet, Proposed: 15 feet.

The application will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of the
application or amendment(s) to the applica-
tion.

All interested persons may be present
and heard.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during normal
business hours from the Secretary of the
Board at the Administration Offices of the
Borough of Fanwood at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Mr. Gregory Cassella
5 Saville Row

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 8/7/03, The Times Fee: $28.05

See it all on the Web! See it all in Color! www.goleader.com
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Concepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & Thought
Roosevelt Intermediate Science Teacher
Acquires Hands-On Science Experience

Cheryl Wagner Earns
Dean’s List Distinction
SCOTCH PLAINS – Southampton

College of Long Island University in
Southampton, N.Y. has announced
that Scotch Plains resident Cheryl
Wagner has been placed on the Dean’s
List for the spring 2003 semester.

A marine science/biology major
at the college, she is a graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.

Cheryl is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Chris Wagner of Scotch Plains.

American University
Accepts David Lizmi
WESTFIELD – David Lizmi of

Westfield will join the freshman class
at American University in Washing-
ton, D.C. this fall. He is a 2003
graduate of Westfield High School
and a Westfield resident.

Greenstein, Wyckoff Placed
On Lynchburg Dean’s List

Sean Wright to Attend
American University
WESTFIELD – Sean Wright, a

2003 graduate of Westfield High
School, will be a member of the
freshman class at American Univer-
sity in Washington, D.C., beginning
in the fall. He is a Westfield resident.

WESTFIELD – Lynchburg Col-
lege in Lynchburg, Va. has revealed
that Westfield residents Jonathan
Greenstein and Taryn Wyckoff have
earned honorable mention dean’s list
distinction for the 2003 spring se-
mester.

Jonathan is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Greenstein of Westfield. He
is a 1999 graduate of Westfield High
School and a 2003 graduate of
Lynchburg College, where he re-
ceived a Bachelor of Arts Degree in
Communication Studies.

Taryn is the daughter of Mr. and

Mrs. Douglas Wyckoff of Westfield.
A 2001 graduate of Westfield High
School, she is a junior sports man-
agement major at the college.

Michael Rubinetti Named
National Award Winner

WESTFIELD – The grandson of
Mr. and Mrs. Al Schaefer of
Westfield, Michael Rubinetti, has
been named a United States Na-
tional Award Winner in English by
the United States Achievement
Academy.

Michael, who attends Roselle Park
Middle School, was nominated for
this national award by Guilianna
Melo, an English teacher at the
school.

His name will appear in the “United
States Achievement Academy Offi-
cial Yearbook,” which is published
nationally.

He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. John
Rubinetti of Roselle Park and, he is
also the grandson of Mr. and Mrs.
Mario Rubinetti of Union.

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The hands-on ex-
perience seventh grade science
teacher and Westfield resident Susan
Agresta obtained at the Summer In-
stitute for Teachers in Kenilworth
will transform her classroom at
Roosevelt Intermediate School.

One of eight Union County teach-
ers selected from a pool of 45 appli-
cants to the institute, which was
launched by the Schering-Plough
Research Institute (SPRI), Ms.
Agresta spent four weeks at the fa-
cilities in order to update her science
experience and reeducate herself in
new technologies and discoveries.

Ms. Agresta told The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood that while she can
normally explain the basic facts about
cells and membranes to her students,
she can now tell them about the
opportunities they present in fight-
ing cancer.

Noting that her studies at SPRI
took her beyond her studies of sci-
ence in a 1980s college environ-
ment, Ms. Agresta can now bring a
fresher, 21st century approach to her
teaching.

“Now I can tell my students about
all of the opportunities available to
them through science and the career
positions that are out there,” said Ms.
Agresta.

For example, she said, a child in-
terested in veterinary medicine can
take his or her knowledge beyond a
veterinary practice to the labs of a
pharmaceutical giant like Schering-
Plough, where, she said, strides are
being made.

“Right now, I’m actually trying to
make a presentation to tell my fellow
Roosevelt teachers about the pro-
gram,” said Ms. Agresta. “I thor-
oughly enjoyed it and I would rec-
ommend it to any teacher.”

Forty-five teachers have partici-
pated in the SPRI program since 1995.
Limited to middle school teachers
from Union County, the program pro-

vides the instructors with new tools
that would increase interest and en-
thusiasm in learning science.

Working side-by-side with re-
search scientists, Ms. Agresta learned
about the latest pharmaceutical re-
search in allergy and inflammatory
diseases, oncology, genetics, micro-
biology, DNA sequencing and more.

Senior SPRI scientist Robert Patton
said, “Teachers who have the oppor-
tunity to work in an industrial sci-
ence situation gain a better perspec-

tive and understanding of science
that can be invaluable in a classroom
setting.”

“Our goals also are to promote a
better understanding of the role that
a modern pharmaceutical company
relative plays to health issues; to
enable teachers to participate as ac-
tive members of a research team;
and to provide greater familiarity
with the various stages of the drug
discovery process,” concluded Mr.
Patton.

Photo Courtesy of Sean Hughes for The MWW Group
SCIENTISTS AT WORK...A middle school teacher from Union County,
polishes her knowledge of science inside of a lab with Dr. Richard Bond of
Schering-Plough at the pharmaceutical firm’s campus in Kenilworth. Top Award Bestowed

Upon Kimberly Jacob
WESTFIELD – Purnell School

in Pottersville bestowed the
Founder’s Award upon Westfield
resident Kimberly Jacob upon her
graduation this June.

This award recognizes the
graduating senior who has shown
outstanding growth in self-confi-
dence, acceptance of her respon-
sibilities and has an ability to adapt
herself to the world around her
with dignity and a sense of humor.

While attending Purnell, Kim-
berly was a floor leader at her
dormitory, Purnell School tour
guide or “doorknocker,” study hall
proctor, who assisted and over-
saw programs at Purnell’s study
hall, and Big Sister.

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Chris Jacob of Westfield, she will
attend Elmira College in Elmira,
N.Y. in September.

Adam Clement

Clement Graduates From
Air Force Basic Training

WESTFIELD – Air Force Airman
Adam Clement has graduated from
basic military training at Lackland
Air Force Base, San Antonio, Texas.

During the six weeks of training,
the airman studied the Air Force
mission, organization, and military
customs and courtesies; performed
drill and ceremony marches, and re-
ceived physical training, rifle marks-
manship, field training exercises, and
special training in human relations.

In addition, airmen who complete
basic training earn credits toward an
associate degree through the Com-
munity College of the Air Force.

Airman Clement is the son of
Pamela Clement of Westfield.

More Community and County News

A BOOK FOR EVERYONE…Claudia Frankel, left, and her son, Sam, recently
presented a copy of “ARC Family Diaries” to Carol Ann Wilson, Director of the
Westfield Memorial Library. The book is a compilation of stories from parents,
volunteers and others who have worked with the developmentally disabled. The
book has been given to libraries as a resource to help boost awareness among the
general public of the ways that having a developmentally disabled child impacts
a family, as well as changes that have occurred over the years regarding the
treatment and education of such children.

Westfield Library Given Copy
Of ‘ACR Family Diaries’

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550
East Broad Street, was recently pre-
sented with a copy of “ARC Family
Diaries,” a collection of heart-warm-
ing stories by parents, educators,
volunteers and others who have
worked and been involved with the
developmentally disabled.

It was presented to Library Direc-
tor Carol Ann Wilson by Westfield
residents Claudia Frankel and her
son, Sam. The book has received
endorsements and positive reviews
from many sources, including Joan
Hamburg of WOR Radio and Rabbi
Harold Kushner, author of “When
Bad Things Happen to Good People.”

The ARC of Essex County has
been presenting the recently-pub-

Hiking Club Reveals
Weekend Activities

COUNTY – The Union County
Hiking Club has scheduled sev-
eral activities for Saturday and
Sunday, August 9 and 10.

On Saturday, Peter Wolff will
lead a hike to the Hilltop Reserva-
tion in Cedar Grove. Mr. Wolff
may be reached at (973) 239-0766.
Participants will meet at the res-
ervation at 10 a.m.

This activity will be a short
climb to the newly-acquired park,
followed by easy walks, includ-
ing the famous Lenape Indian
ceremonial rock and some scenic
views. Rain will cancel the event.

On Sunday, a moderate hike is
planned at Lewis Morris Park in
Morristown, led by Gail Waimon.
She may be reached at (973) 467-
4761. Participants will meet at 10
a.m. in the Sugarloaf area parking
lot of the park.

Additionally on Sunday, a Great
Swamp Roundabout Bike Ride
will take place. It will be led by
Terry Kulmane, who may be
reached at (908) 665-2672.

Participants will meet at 10 a.m.
at the Somerset County Environ-
mental Center on Lord Stirling
Road in Basking Ridge. They will
bicycle through Basking Ridge to
Green Village, Loantaka Bike Path
to the South Street picnic area for
lunch, and return via the Great
Swamp.

The excursion will encompass
about 25 miles. Participants are
asked to bring lunch. Rain will
cancel the event and helmets are
required.

SUMMIT – The 2003 SAGE Care
Journal, issued by the eldercare orga-
nization headquartered in Summit to
help caregivers of the elderly and their
loved ones, is now available.

Each year, the SAGE Care Journal
focuses on a specific aspect of
eldercare. This year’s theme is “Car-
ing for the Caregiver.” Articles in-
clude the difficulties faced by
caregivers, the role of respite care and
adult day care, the importance of rest
and rejuvenation, and the help offered
by support groups.

The Journal also includes a Re-
source Guide that lists helpful books,
as well as telephone numbers and
website information for eldercare or-
ganizations.

The eighth edition of the Care Jour-
nal was recently issued and is offered
free of charge. To obtain a copy, please
call SAGE at (908) 273-5550 or write
to SAGE, 50 DeForest Avenue, Sum-
mit, 07901.

Eight thousand copies of the 2003
Care Journal have been printed. The
journal was printed courtesy of the
Schering-Plough Corporation in
Kenilworth.

“Our sincere appreciation to every-
one who helped make the Care Jour-
nal a success,” said Hilary Brown-
Kruchowy, Director of Development
and Public Relations at SAGE,
“Whether by writing an article, sup-
porting SAGE with an advertisement,
or contributing a sponsor listing.

“This year, the Journal set a record for
both the number of sponsors who sup-
ported it and for the amount of money
raised (almost $30,000) to help SAGE’s
programs to benefit the elderly.

“I would especially like to thank
Schering-Plough Corporation for their
printing of the journal. By assuming
the responsibility for printing the Care
Journal, Schering has helped SAGE
to maximize the amount of monies
raised.”

SAGE is a private, not-for-profit
organization that serves as a major
community resource in the establish-
ment and delivery of services for older
adults and their caregivers.

These programs include the Spend-
A-Day Adult Day Health Center; SHIP
(State Health Insurance Assistance
Program) for Union County;
HomeCare; a shopping service; a bill
paying service; Meals-on-Wheels and
InfoCare, an information and referral
service, as well as a resale shop and a
furniture repair service.

SAGE serves more than 5,000 older
adults and their families annually in
Union, Morris, Somerset and Essex
counties.

Fanwood Resident Tells Borough
To Do the Math on 2003 Taxes

Editor’s Note: This letter was also
sent to The Borough of Fanwood Mayor
and Borough Council, The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation.

*  *  *  *  *
The local municipal tax is facing a

6.1 percent increase, with a 165 per-
cent increase over the 2003 Consumer
Price Index (CPI).

The county tax is facing an 11.4
percent increase, with a 396 percent
increase over the 2003 CPI. The county
open space tax is facing an 11.1 per-
cent increase, with a 383 percent in-
crease over the 2003 CPI.

The joint school budget is facing a
10.9 percent increase, with a 374 per-
cent increase over the 2003 CPI.

In total, on average, there is a 9.9
percent increase in taxes, while there
is a 330 percent increase over the 2003
CPI.

The CPI (or inflation) for the 12
months that ended on June of 2003
came to 2.1 percent. The inflation fore-
cast for the full year 2003 is 2.3 per-
cent.

The math is simple: “lack of leader-
ship = unrealistic tax increases.”

John Sanford, the Mayor of the
Township of Branchburg, says, “Over

the past few years, spending increases
have averaged only 2.3 percent.”

Peter F. Torgersen
Fanwood

Another Letter to the Editor

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

TAKE NOTICE that application has been
made to the Town of Westfield, County of
Union, State of New Jersey to transfer to
Thakorji Corporation, A New Jersey Corpo-
ration, the Plenary Retail Distribution Li-
cense Number 2020-44-012-003 hereto-
fore issued to Philip and Rosemary Reilly,
Inc., a New Jersey Corporation trading as
Peterson’s Wines Unlimited for premises
located at 1120 South Avenue West,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

The names and addresses of all Mem-
bers holding more than 10% membership
interest in the Limited Liability Company are
as follows:

Ritesh Parikh, 5 Mcneal Court, West
Orange, New Jersey 07052, President

Subhash Parikh, 5 Mcneal Court, West
Orange, New Jersey 07052

Objections, if any, should be made imme-
diately in writing to Bernard A. Heeney,
Clerk, Town of Westfield, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Name and Address of Transferee
Thakorji Corporation

5 Mcneal Court
West Orange, New Jersey 07052

2T-8/7&8/14/03,The Leader Fee:$51.00

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of: MARY M. HANLEY, Deceased
Pursuant to the order of James S. LaCorte,

Surrogate of the County of Union, made on
the 18TH day of JULY, A.D. 2003, upon the
application of the undersigned, as EXECU-
TOR of the estate of said deceased, notice
is hereby given to the creditors of said
deceased to exhibit to the subscriber under
oath or affirmation their claims and de-
mands against the estate of said deceased
within six months from the date of said
order.

MARIE C. HANLEY AND
WILLIAM P. HANLEY

EXECUTORS
7 OUTLOOK LANE

FREEHOLD, NEW JERSEY 07728
1 T - 8/7/03, The Times Fee: $17.34

lished book to local libraries in an
effort to inform and help the general
public develop a better understand-
ing of the ways that having a devel-
opmentally disabled child impacts
the entire family.

The book is intended not only for
those who are directly affected by
having a developmentally disabled
family member, but also as a tool to
increase the general public’s aware-
ness by showing how expectations,
attitudes and policies have changed
over the years regarding the treat-
ment and education of children with
developmental disabilities.

For information about ordering the
book, please call Roberta Zweifler at
(973) 535-1181, extension no. 1224,
or visit www.arcessex.org.

Service League Posts
‘Bag Day’ Sale Dates
SCOTCH PLAINS — The

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League will hold “Bag Days” at its
Thrift Shop, located at 1730 East
Second Street in Scotch Plains.

The sale will take place from Tues-
day through Friday, August 19 to 22.
Customers may fill a large grocery
bag full of merchandise from the
shop for a nominal fee, beginning at
$3 and then dropping to $1 over the
duration of the sale.

On August 22 at 1 p.m., the Thrift
Shop will close for the remainder of
the summer, through Tuesday, Sep-
tember 2.

The shop’s summer hours are 10
a.m. to 1 p.m., Tuesday through Fri-
day. Anyone with questions may call
(908) 322-5420.

WNC Wins Rec. Department
Summer Pool Olympics

WESTFIELD – On Monday, July
21 the Westfield Recreation Summer
Playground Program held its annual
Summer Olympics at Memorial Pool.

All of the playground sites includ-
ing Tamaques, McKinley, Jefferson,
Franklin, Westfield Neighborhood
Council (WNC), Wilson and Wash-
ington joined together for a day of
intense friendly competition.

The day’s activities commenced
with an opening ceremony, which
led directly into the games.

Children from all schools ages six
to eight started in the pool area with
events such at the ball push and the lap
race. The treasure hunt and the T-shirt
relay also drew excited young faces.
While the younger campers were ab-

sorbed by the fun in the water, the
older campers got started on the ac-
tivities out in the field. The football
throw and soccer kick seemed to the
favorite of many. The obstacle course
and long distance run proved to be a
challenging experience eagerly at-
tempted by many where as the 50 yard
dash was inviting to all.

After an exhausting morning all of
the playgrounds congregated out in
the field for the team relay races and
school tug-of-war. All schools put
forth a valiant effort but it was the
WNC who was victorious in the end.
While there were several rounds and
good efforts displayed in the tug-of-
war. Tamaques School took the gold
in both age groups.

SAGE Reveals Arrival
Of 2003 Care Journal

Patrick Connor for The Westfield Leader and The Times
INTENSE MEETING IN WESTFIELD...Members of the audience appear a bit ramfeezled (exhausted) and do not wish
to get bamboozled (confused) with all the particulars of the parking deck situation. The meeting took place at the Westfield
Municipal Building on August 5.

See it all on the Web!
See it all in Color!
www.goleader.com
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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

TTTTTeen Eeen Eeen Eeen Eeen Exhibit Ixhibit Ixhibit Ixhibit Ixhibit Includes Arncludes Arncludes Arncludes Arncludes Areaeaeaeaea
RRRRResidents; Mesidents; Mesidents; Mesidents; Mesidents; Mooooovvvvves to Hes to Hes to Hes to Hes to Hillsideillsideillsideillsideillside
COUNTY – The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders is
sponsoring the 2003 Teen Arts Tour-
ing Exhibition, which is now on
display at the Hillside Municipal
Building at the corner of Hillside
and Liberty Avenues through Mon-
day, August 25.

The exhibition consists of 50
pieces of student artwork selected
from over 600 visual creations shown
at the 2003 Union County Teen Arts
Festival held in March at Union
County College.

Westfield residents Elio Rodrigez,
who attends Beadleston High
School, and Ron DeLeon, who stud-
ies at Centennial High School, are
participating in the exhibit, along
with Hillcrest Academy student
Eniola Solala of Scotch Plains.

Mountainside resident Katherine
Wagner, a student at Deerfield
School, has joined Berkeley Heights
residents Cristina Gallaro and Mel-
issa Luning, who attend Governor
Livingston High School, as well as

Columbia Middle School student
Megan Nadkarni, in the exhibition.

The annual event is sponsored by
the Union County Division of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs in the
Department of Economic Develop-
ment.

The exhibit is open to the public.
For more information, please call
(908) 558-2550. Relay users may
call 7-1-1.

Calderone Pupils
Perform in Recital
AREA – Local students at-

tending the Calderone School
of Music in East Hanover par-
ticipated in annual recitals
throughout June.

Pupils hailing from the
Westfield/Cranford and
Mountainside area include
Angeline Aguinaldo, Christine
Aguinaldo, Gina Castrorao,
Mariana Franzetti, Marilyn
Kowalski, Tom Kowalski, Jo-
seph Zavodny and Stephanie
Zavodny.

Berkeley Heights resident
Ken Vaz also performed.

Musical selections included
popular songs, show tunes,
classical music, duets, en-
sembles, chamber and rock
groups, as well as jazz. An
awards ceremony followed.

At the Calderone School,
these students who study pi-
ano, organ, accordion, key-
board, voice, strings, wood-
winds, saxophone, brass, elec-
tric and acoustic guitar, bass
and percussion.

Seabiscuit:
Sentimental Favorite

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
4 popcorns

If it’s true that they don’t make
them liked they used to, then director
Gary Ross’ sensationally directed
Seabiscuit is the exception that proves
the rule. There’s enough sentiment,
spirit and charity in this feel-good
film of the year (maybe even the
decade).

Like Forrest Gump (1994), which
also celebrated the will and courage of
the human heart, it is the sort of picture
that people who hardly ever go to the
movies will make it a point to see.
Word of mouth will trickle to them, not
from critics, but from the butcher, the
baker and their Feng Shui advisor,
people whose opinions they really trust.
They will be right.

Adapted by filmmaker Ross from
Laura Hillenbrand’s invigorating non-
fiction work about the little horse that
could, the Depression era saga is a
winner on nearly all accounts.

Except for a mostly academic
quibble here and there, Ross’ expert
shoehorning of the book into a fast-
moving two hours and 20 minutes of
stylish celluloid is an accomplishment
unto itself. Some defenders of the origi-
nal work might not entirely agree with
all of the casting choices. They have
reason.

Given the marketing realities of Hol-
lywood, Messrs. Bridges, Cooper and
Maguire as the triune who nurture the
title character to the greatness that was
hidden within him are about as good as
it gets.

However, while practically all as-
pects of the production, from the award-
worthy editing to the equally stellar art
direction help make this the delightful
movie-going experience that it is, at
the core of it the universal appeal is
rather simple: it’s a beautiful story.

Augmented by David McCullough’s
(PBS’ “American Experience”) gentle
narration, the uplifting film recounts a
true-to-life fairytale that captured the
imagination of a nation downtrodden
with economic doom and gloom.

Attempting to find a reason to live
since the tragic death of his son, former
bicycle mechanic and self-made mil-
lionaire, Charles Howard (Jeff Bridges),
takes an interest in horse racing. As a
result, four intriguing paths cross glo-
riously.

First, of course, there is Seabiscuit,
already three years old and a lacklustre
performer on the track. While the de-
scendant of the illustrious Man of War,
this knobby-kneed, small and ill-tem-
pered example of the species has been
likened to a peddler’s nag — dis-
counted by practically everyone along
the rail.

Naturally, as is the case in all
Cinderella stories, that’s the charm of
it. The oft-quoted mantra of the movie
is initially offered by trainer Tom Smith
(Chris Cooper), a near-mystical throw-
back to the vanishing Wild West from
which he emanates. He propounds,
“You don’t throw a whole life away
just because he’s banged up a little.”

This equally applies to the heart-
broken Howard, the displaced Smith,
and the misunderstood Seabiscuit. But
its most demonstrative example is
Red Pollard (Tobey Maguire), the
battered-before-his-time jockey from
Edmonton, Alberta. Having fallen
from grace when his previously
wealthy family is financially ruined,
he is forced to turn a young
gentleman’s love for horses into a
vocation. He makes for the track.
Unfortunately, it isn’t enough.

So the now resultantly scrappy fel-
low, whose breeding has at least left
him with a characteristic penchant for
quoting Shakespeare and Emerson,
supplements his meager earnings with
prize fighting. Like the other princi-
pals in Hillenbrand’s real-life fable, he
won’t reach his stride until the four-
some is formed.

Therein lies the romance. No man is

an island. We need each other. We
complete one another. Most of all, we
are not alone, and all that that implies.
Because whether it’s magical or di-
vinely inspired, deep down we want to
believe that the life-affirming, glory-
bound synergy created by these four
previously lost souls is not mere hap-
penstance.

Ross, via Hillenbrand, seizes the
idea and runs with it. In turn, Bridges,
Cooper and Maguire supply the sort
of heartfelt interpretations necessary
to keeping intact the writer’s philo-
sophical thrust, if not the letter of the
story.

Although practically all the perfor-
mances are estimable, Bridges as the
good guy millionaire who made his
fortune hawking Buicks, and who now
sells the multitudes hope in the form of
the ultimate dark horse, supplies an
especially subtle but powerful charac-
terization.

While imbued with a bit of P.T.
Barnum hucksterism, in his noblesse
oblige way, Charles Howard also mir-
rors President Roosevelt’s staunch
championing of the underdog. It’s an
important element. This says that while
the system may be down, it is not out.
Depression or not, Seabiscuit’s suc-
cess is nonetheless the direct result of
American entrepreneurial gumption.
For the rest of us, the dream may be
sleeping, but it is not dead.

While we’re on the subject of dark
horses, odds are you’ll see Bridges
wearing black tie next March. Four
times the bridesmaid but never wed
to a statuette, look for him to be
tantalized once again by the Acad-
emy when the Oscar nominations are
announced.

Rounding out the group, in what is
probably the film’s most challenging
role, Chris Cooper opts for a slightly
folksy note to depict Hillenbrand’s
haunting specter of Tom Smith. While
Maguire’s Pollard isn’t quite the rough-
edged, increasingly boozing contra-
diction in terms that the book de-
scribes, he achieves a likableness that
for all intents and purposes works to
tell the all-important sub-text of the
true account.

That is this: Whether it’s in horse
racing, in the business office, or in
some small, out-of-the-way machine
shop making widgets, through their
mutual cooperation and respect, hu-
mans can accomplish big things.

On the less profound but highly
entertaining surface, this is an exciting
and very colorful horse racing movie.
Suddenly, we know our way around
the backstretch.

William H. Macy as Tick Tock
McGlaughlin, the self-styled radio an-
nouncer who embodies the national
fervor generated by the four-legged
folk legend, lends delicious comedy
relief.

Yet, the socio-historical overtones
still pervade. Even after Seabiscuit
shows what a great competitor he is,
winning practically every stakes race
in sight, the snobbish Eastern estab-
lishment still dismisses him as a mere
Western horse.

The much more handsome War Ad-
miral, Triple Crown winner, fully three
hands taller and darling of the blue
blood set, repeatedly gains horse of the
year honors. This being irksome to
Charles Howard and his rag-tag crew
of never-say-die horsemen, the plot
then focuses on two main goals: gain-
ing a match race with War Admiral and
winning the elusive Hundred-Grander
at Santa Anita.

Without giving too much away, suf-
fice it to note that by movie’s end
Seabiscuit trumpets a fanfare for the
common man. The rest is history.

*  *  *  *  *
Seabiscuit, rated PG-13, is a Uni-

versal Pictures release directed by Gary
Ross and stars Jeff Bridges, Tobey
Maguire and Chris Cooper. Running
time: 140 minutes.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

Pen & Ink
tions seemed to be checking be-
tween the cushions of their sofas
a few months ago to eke out an
arts budget.

While New Jersey may be a
melting pot state and traditions
should be passed down through
generations, West African dance
and song, Yiddish song and Ukrai-
nian Easter eggs can be taught
within families – from grand-
mother to mother, mother to
daughter, and so on, with little
expense to the taxpayer. If Mei
Chu Wu of Princeton is going to
get $2,100 to learn Peking opera
singing, then there had better be
some guaranteed benefit to Jane
Taxpayer. Will Chu Wu be putting
on a concert to demonstrate her
new skills? When will that Puerto
Rican cuatro be done already?

How many more thousands of
dollars will be funneled into teach-
ing traditions that should be passed
down to residents through their
families, free of charge?

Maybe next year I’ll put in my
bid for $3,000 to learn how to
make pierogis.

Arts & EntertainmentArts & EntertainmentArts & EntertainmentArts & EntertainmentArts & Entertainment Colonial CColonial CColonial CColonial CColonial Crafters, Arrafters, Arrafters, Arrafters, Arrafters, Artisans,tisans,tisans,tisans,tisans,
VVVVVendors Sendors Sendors Sendors Sendors Sought for Fought for Fought for Fought for Fought for Festivestivestivestivestivalalalalal

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has
put out a call to artisans, craft per-
sons and food vendors to demon-
strate Colonial or Native American
work/craft skills and to sell wares at
the county’s 22nd Annual Harvest
Festival on Sunday, September 28.

A celebration of Colonial and
Native America life, the event will
feature music, Native American
dancing, a Revolutionary War en-
campment, children’s crafts, Colo-
nial fare, games and more.

The festival will be held rain or
shine at Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center in Mountainside on Sep-
tember 28 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Examples of craft and work skills
being sought are: blacksmithing,
kick wheel pottery, broom-making,
shoe-making, hat-making, jewelry
making and quilting, as well as other
Colonial and Native American crafts
or skills.

For more information or to offer
your talents for the festival, please
call the Union County Department
of Parks and Recreation at (908)
527-4900.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

Siko, Leonard in ‘New Voices’

Photo Courtesy of Charlie Siedenburg for Paper Mill Playhouse
TOWN STARS…Westfield High School students Ryan Leonard, 16, and
Allison Siko, 15, took the stage in Paper Mill Playhouse’s “New Voices 2003”
concert in August.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

Arts Groups Say Show Will Go On

Photo Courtesy of Charlie Siedenburg for Paper Mill Playhouse
REASONS TO SMILE…According to Paper Mill Playhouse Publicity and
Public Relations Manager Charlie Siedenburg, there were plenty of reasons to
smile after last Tuesday’s meeting of the New Jersey State Council on the Arts.
Paper Mill will only have to contend with a less than 5 percent decrease from last
year’s endowment. In addition, Paper Mill President and Chief Executive
Officer Michael Gennaro, left, celebrated with President Emeritus Angelo Del
Rossi, right, the receipt of a Citation of Excellence that was bestowed upon the
Millburn-based organization. Del Rossi will also be recognized for his contribu-
tions to the theater community over the past 40 years during an upcoming gala.

thing we did last year.”
She added, however, that the

smaller money pot “will impact how
funds will be distributed to re-grant-
ees” or those entities and individu-
als that receive their endowments
from the county.

“One of the unexpected outcomes
of this advocacy fight for the arts
was the amount of support we re-
ceived from people across the
board,” concluded Coen.

One of the steepest cuts in fund-
ing has been felt by the Westfield
Young Artists’ Cooperative Theatre
(WYACT). Virtually sliced in half,
the troupe’s 2003 grant was $37,500
and stands at $20,000 for 2004 – a
46.7 percent decrease.

Speaking to WYACT’s funding,
Trabert said, “In the Special Project
Grant category, they received the
maximum in which they could re-
ceive.”

“They are a wonderful organiza-
tion,” she said.

Publicity and Public Relations Man-
ager Charlie Siedenburg, “We all
breathed a deep sigh of relief.”

Paper Mill President and Chief
Executive Officer,  Michael
Gennaro, added, “We are very for-
tunate. At best, this is a 5 percent cut
from last year. The Governor came
through in the clutch and deliv-
ered.”

Gennaro, who balanced Paper
Mill’s budget without the inclusion
of state funding, said that the
$930,933 which the organization
received for 2004 will allow staff
salaries to be unfrozen and pro-
grams to be reinstated into the next
season.

Every two years, he noted, a gala
fundraiser is held at Paper Mill.
This year’s gala will fete the contri-
butions made to the theater commu-
nity by President Emeritus Angelo
Del Rossi over the past 40 years. In
2004-2005, when Paper Mill does
not have a gala, the state’s money

Looking back, however, Trabert
stated that if WYACT had applied
within the category of General Op-
erating Support, the outcome might
have been different.

The New Jersey Performing Arts
Center (NJPAC) in Newark and the
Algonquin Arts Theater (AAT),
which offer their stages to WYACT
for summer productions, will also
have to make up for reduced fund-
ing.

NJPAC, which was allotted
$1,399,899 in 2003, faces a $47,598
loss, having its grant decreased to
$1,352, 301. For 2004, AAT will
have to operate with $2,616 less
than last year when it was given
$26,158 and will make due with
$23,542.

“It’s near miraculous,” said Jef-
frey Norman, NJPAC Vice Presi-
dent of Public Affairs, when asked
about the funds his facility has re-
ceived. “Considering how bleak the
situation was looking, this is truly
an affirmation of the importance of
the arts in New Jersey.”

Acknowledging the decrease in
WYACT’s funding, Norman said,
“We fully intend to continue our
partnership with WYACT into the
next year.”

Dana Roberts, AAT Director of
Patron Services, echoed Norman’s
intent to welcome WYACT back to
its stage in Manasquan.

“We definitely want them to come
back,” she said.

Paper Mill Playhouse in Millburn
will operate as the State Theatre of
New Jersey with approximately
$48,966 less than last year’s grant
of $979,929. However, theater offi-
cials see the glass half-full.

“We’re thrilled,” said Paper Mill’s

from the 2004 budget will serve as a
helpful cushion, according to
Genarro.

“Nationally, subscriptions (to the-
ater) are down,” he concluded, add-
ing that since Paper Mill is behind
1,000 subscribers in its tally, this
year’s state funds will come in handy.

Finally, the Summit-based New
Jersey Center for Visual Arts
(NJCVA), a facility that draws
Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood residents to its classes and
faculty, faces less than a $2,000
deficit.

Eric Pryor of the NJCVA said, “I
feel darn good to have what we
have.”

To compensate for the $1,938 defi-
cit, Pryor said he will emphasis the
NJCVA’s need during an annual ap-
peal and ask individual donors, as
well as private foundations, to con-
sider giving more.

“We will try to be even more
strategic with respect to our
fundraisers,” said Pryor, noting that
non-profit organizations must be
used to the fact that they cannot sit
idle and cross their fingers for fund-
ing but be actively aggressive.

“It could have been a lot worse,”
concluded Pryor, “and thankfully
the prognosis moving forward has
improved.”

Trabert concluded, “It was prob-
ably one of the harder processes this
year.”

and other interesting things,” Rotker
said.

Another one of his photos, that of
an Alaskan glacier which he has
titled “Baked Alaska,” has won sev-
eral local awards in recent years,
including the Union County Senior
Arts Show and the Westfield Art
Association’s Outdoor Art Show.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., Rotker
moved to Westfield from Chicago in
1966. He is retired from Maidenform,
where he was the Sales and Distribu-
tion Manager for over 30 years, di-
recting the sales of private label to
mass merchandizing.

Currently, the photographer shares
his professional business expertise
on a volunteer basis in New York
City once a week. He is associated
with “Forty Plus of New York,” a
non-profit agency that helps those
making over $40,000 a year who
become unemployed.

“I never said I couldn’t wait to
retire,” continued Rotker, who likes
to stay active. When he isn’t travel-
ing or photographing, Rotker enjoys
working out at the Westfield Y. He
and his wife, Natalie, have three
sons and four grandsons.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

Alvin Rotker
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Get Outta

she was.
At intermission, her mother told

The Leader/The Times that 15-
year-old Lael has been attending
this conservatory for three sum-
mers.

According to her mother, Renee
Van Keuren, during the year, they
live in “the tiniest walk-up studio
apartment in New York City” to
follow Lael’s dream. The teenager
goes to dance class at 7 a.m. before
going to school at the New York
Performing Arts High School. With
voice classes and rehearsals, she
sometimes doesn’t return to the
apartment until 10 p.m. That is
ambition in action and a dream be-
ing pursued.

Another young lady in Friday’s
show — Ashley Rose Picciallo —
who sang “It’s Love” from Wonder-
ful Town, was seen on FOX Televi-
sion in June in the finals of the junior

division of “American Idol,” where
she was flown to California for an
experience long to be remembered.

But the conservatory is not about
competition between their peers in-
sisted Allison, as well as Mrs. Van
Keuren.

“We’re very supportive of each
other,” said Allison.

Mrs. Van Keuren added, “Lael
comes home and says, ‘Mom, you
have to hear this girl sing,’ or ‘I can’t
believe what an incredible dancer
so-and-so is’.”

So whether from Westfield or
Sparta, these teens from all over New
Jersey have the dream, and at this
moment, the desire. As 16-year-old
Ryan, the Westfield senior said, “If I
could look into a crystal ball, in five
years or so I’d like to see me channel-
ing my energies in music and acting
as my career.”

Time will tell for all of them, but
for now, they are laying the founda-
tion to make those impossible dreams
eventually become reality.

Coming Soon:Coming Soon:Coming Soon:Coming Soon:Coming Soon:
• Brad Tinfow

spends some qual-
ity time with the band “Tony B
& His Gringos.”

• Carol Davis finds out what
makes John Curch such a tal-
ented artist.

• Pen & Ink continues.
• Sue Dougherty attends

gathering of theater commu-
nity recalling life and contri-
butions of the late Manya
Ungar.

•Marylou Morano returns
with a Book Nook for kids.

A HOWLIN’ GOOD TIME…Walter “Wolfman” Washington and the
Roadmasters kept rhythm and blues fans happy at the Westfield High School
auditorium for the July 23rd Union County Summer Arts Festival concert. The
New Orleans-based group has been touted as an old hometown favorite.

mances. Call the box office at (732)
548-0582. Group rates are avail-
able.

*  *  *  *  *
Grownups who enjoy Neil Simon,

may want to see Star-Spangled Girl
at the Princeton Summer Theater
through Sunday, August 17. It is set
in the 1960s, and tells the tale of two
men who publish a protest magazine
from their apartment, and the all-
American girl who moves in next
door. Tickets are just $8 to $14, and
you can order by phone at (609) 258-
7062. It’s playing at the Hamilton-
Murray Theater, adjacent to the
Chapel on the University Campus.
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COUNTY – Westfield resi-

dents Mary Paynter  and
Joanna Todaro and Scotch
Plains resident  Barbara
Baldasarre included their art-
work in an exhibit entitled,
“Second Annual Union
County Employees and Their
Relatives Exhibit and Con-
test.”

Paynter earned Second
Place, while Todaro and
Baldassare were both awarded
Honorable Mention and Schol-
arship.

The exhibition, which ran
through August 1, was spon-
sored by the county freeholder
board and featured the work
of both county employees and
their relatives.
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Photo Courtesy of Alvin Rotker
READY FOR TAKE-OFF...Westfield photographer Alvin Rotker captured
this green heron while visiting a wildlife bird refuge in Del Ray Beach, Fla.

Photo Courtesy of Alvin Rotker
AWARD WINNER...Alvin Rotker, right, smiles as
Union County Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr. ad-
mires his photograph, “Baked Alaska,” which
earned third place in the Non-Professional Photog-
raphy category at the Union County Senior Citizen
Art Contest and Exhibit in 2000.
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Westfield Symphony Orchestra $39,237 $35,313 $3,924

Paper Mill Playhouse $979,929 $930,933 $48,996

NJ Center for Visual Arts $19,376 $17,438 $1,938

Union County Division of
Cultural & Heritage Affairs
(programming)

$163,778 $119,630 $44,148

Union County Division of
Cultural & Heritage Affairs
(staffing initiative)

$22,520 $16,890 $5,630

Westfield Young Artists’
Cooperative Theatre $37,500 $20,000 $17,500

Union County Arts Center $29,065 $24,705 $4,360
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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRENTON – Something is bet-
ter than nothing appears to be the
sentiment felt around the state this
week as arts organizations wrestle
with their budgets to compensate for
decreased funding.

In Trenton last Tuesday, the New
Jersey State Council on
the Arts (NJSCA) dis-
tributed a little over $16
million to more than
150 organizations for
2004 despite Governor
James McGreevey’s
recommendation six
months ago to elimi-
nate the arts in New
Jersey entirely.

NJSCA Council
Member and Westfield
resident Germaine
Trabert described to
The Westfield Leader
and The Times of
Scotch Plains-
Fanwood the process
by which funds are
decided upon and distributed. A
panel, consisting of professionals in
a specific field, rates an organization
in that field impartially, she said. For
example, a music professional will
rate a music organization.

Next, the ratings are studied and
the available funds are allocated ac-
cording to the ratings. Trabert added
that any organization receiving a mid-
rating or below received no funding.

“We were so glad we were able to
give anything this year,” Trabert stated.

Explaining the two different types
of grants – General Operating Sup-
port and Special Project Support,
Trabert said that the NJSCA had to
give as many organizations sustain-
ing funds and no groups applying for
Special Project Support grants re-

ceived over the maximum
endowment of $20,000.

The Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra (WSO),
which pled with residents
this spring to dig deep in
their pockets to help fund
future programming, is in
the red $3,924. The en-
semble received $35,313
for 2004, compared to last
year’s grant of $39,237.

“I absolutely feel that
something is better than
nothing,” said WSO Ex-
ecutive Director Nicole
DiNegro. She explained
that, when budgeting, the
symphony did not count
on receiving state funds.

“The $35,000 was a very posi-
tive surprise for us,” said DiNegro.
“On the other hand, you hate to see
the decrease in funding because
that is still a couple thousand dol-
lars less than what we received last
year.”

“Yet, everyone felt very positive
that there is now a dedication to fund-
ing the arts and that is definitely a step
in the right direction,” she said.

Trabert said that she believes the
WSO has “improved remarkably” de-
spite the fact that funding within their
category was decreased by 10 percent.

Noting that the New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts in Westfield did not
apply for state grant monies, Trabert
said she feels Westfield-based orga-
nizations came through the funding
process very well.

The Union County Arts Center
(UCAC) in Rahway, which hosts
WSO concerts, will grapple with a
$4,360 deficit.

Interim Executive Director of the
UCAC, Sharon Surber, remained opti-
mistic in her comments to The Leader
and The Times, stating that the organi-
zation will be “looking into doing

more fundraising projects” that they
had not originally penciled into the
2004 schedule because of “the grim
outlook for the arts this winter.”

Surber, who attended last
Tuesday’s meeting of the NJSCA said
that, although one could feel disap-
pointed by the decreased funding,
“We looked at the bigger picture and
know that at least the arts will be
funded in the future.”

Although the Union County Di-
vision of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs faces a $44,148 deficit, receiv-
ing $119,630 for 2004 compared to
the $163,778 in 2003, Susan Coen
from the county’s division explained
that what looks like a 30 percent cut
to their funding paints a bleaker out-
look than the actual situation at hand.

Coen reported that the 21 counties
operate on a state calendar year bud-
get, not a fiscal year budget. There-
fore, while the county division actu-
ally “straddles two fiscal years.” In
short, the division will receive 75
percent of its funding from the 2004
budget and the other 25 percent
should come from the 2005 budget.

Pointing to an estimated $22.5
million shelved for the state’s 2005
spending plan, Coen said this “dedi-
cated stream of money” would be
derived from the new hotel/motel
tax.

Trabert confirmed that the $22.5
million is supposed to be what is
given, hoping that the economy is
“brisk enough, that stream of money
has been earmarked for the council
(NJSCA).”

“Theoretically, none of the county
programs will suffer,” said Coen.
“Right now, we have to work with
the $119,000 and plan carefully with
the 75 percent until the other 25
percent comes in. “It will be just a
little harder on us to plan, but we
should be able to do almost every-

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — “Have Nikkon
camera, will travel,” could very eas-
ily be the motto of
Westfield photographer
Alvin Rotker.

He has traveled all over
the United States, includ-
ing Hawaii and Alaska, as
well as to London, St.
Lucia and the Bahamas.
Wherever he has jour-
neyed, he has a collection
of photographs to show
for it.

Rotker’s photo,
“Wakodahatchee Wet-
lands,” which was taken
in Florida of a green
heron, which is native to
the area’s wetlands, re-
cently captured Second
Place in the Union County
Senior Art Contest and
Exhibition, which is spon-
sored by the Union
County Board of Chosen
Freeholders and the
Union County Division of
Cultural and Heritage
Affairs.

The winning photo-
graph, which was taken at
Del Ray Beach at a wildlife bird
refuge, will be exhibited through
Tuesday, August 26, at the Free-
holder Gallery, located on the sixth
floor of the Union County Adminis-
tration Building, Elizabethtown Plaza
in Elizabeth. The exhibit is open
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., daily.

The 76-years-young Rotker began
taking an interest in photography
years ago when he was cast in the
role of family photographer.

“My children bought me a point-
and-shoot camera and designated me
the picture-taker,” said Rotker. “I
figured as long as I was taking the
pictures, I might as well use a good
camera.

A photographer in the artist’s sense

of the word for about seven years,
Rotker is mostly self-taught. He has
attended Nikkon photography school,
as well as adult education courses in

photography at Westfield High
School. He has also attended a
weeklong photography course in New
Hampshire at an Elderhostel, a non-
profit educational and travel pro-
gram for senior citizens.

“I enjoy photographing landscapes

With Michelle Le Poidevin
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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

We were an assembly line – my grandmother laid out the sheets
of boiled cabbage, my mother dropped dollops of rice and meat
filling and I bundled up my first batch of cabbage rolls. On
another occasion, I remember Gram and my Aunt Sophie taught
me how to do the polka and I learned all the words to Bobby
Vinton’s “My Melody of Love” – “Moja droga jacie kocham” and
the Polish birthday song, “Sto Lat.” Granted, I didn’t learn all I
needed to know about the Polish culture on
those afternoons, but at least my family
didn’t need $3,000 from the state to pass
down their traditions.

Nina Stack, Director of External Affairs
at the New Jersey State Council on the
Arts, did a great job explaining how and
why the council selects state residents to
receive funds for folk art apprenticeships. “We
live in a diverse state,” she said, “And, it is impor-
tant that our residents pass on their tra-
ditions and their knowledge for years to
come.” She added that a panel of profes-
sional folk artists, such as a cultural
anthropologist and ethnomusicologist,
gathered to decide who got how much in the 2004 budget – a

spending plan that was already $2 million shorter
than the 2003 budget.

Jose Del Valle of Paterson has been given
$3,000 to learn how to construct a Puerto Rican
cuatro, a stringed instrument resembling a gui-
tar. In 2000, he received $2,800 for the same

project. Has Del Valle learned his lesson nearly
$6,000 later? Then there’s Rose Ng of Freehold who
pocketed $2,400 to hone her Chinese knotting skills,
when Dongping Zhang was paid $3,000 in 2002 for the
same craft. Finally, $2,700 went to Dorothy Lin of
Lawrenceville to learn the construction of Temari,

Japanese thread balls. The council gave Lin $3,000 in 2002 for
the same project. I’m a little confused here. How does it take
$5,700 to learn how to stitch a ball with colored thread?

By no means am I trying to devalue the importance of these folk
crafts, but I have a problem with taxpayer dollars being repeatedly
doled out for residents to develop traditional crafts which they are
not guaranteed or mandated to teach or pass down through a
curriculum or structured format, especially when arts organiza-

The Puerto Rican cuatro is
pictured above, while an
example of a Chinese knot is
shown to the left.

Continued on Page 15

Continued on Page 15

“One of the“One of the“One of the“One of the“One of the
unexpectedunexpectedunexpectedunexpectedunexpected
outcomes ofoutcomes ofoutcomes ofoutcomes ofoutcomes of
this advocacythis advocacythis advocacythis advocacythis advocacy
fight for thefight for thefight for thefight for thefight for the
arts was thearts was thearts was thearts was thearts was the
amount ofamount ofamount ofamount ofamount of
support wesupport wesupport wesupport wesupport we

received fromreceived fromreceived fromreceived fromreceived from
people acrosspeople acrosspeople acrosspeople acrosspeople across

the boarthe boarthe boarthe boarthe board.”d.”d.”d.”d.”
- Susan Coen, Union

County Division of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs
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By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MILLBURN — A dream can be-
come reality with talent, ambition
and training and 126 students from
the Paper Mill Theatre’s Summer
Musical Conservatory revealed that
they have all three elements in the
showcase called, “New Voices of
2003: Wish You Were Here,” which
was staged at the Millburn theatre
from August 1 to 3.

Among those shining stars were
Westfield’s Allison Siko and Ryan
Leonard. For such young people,
they have impressive credentials.

Allison has been learning her craft
by participation in the conservatory
for the past seven years. Not only has
she gained on-stage experience and
confidence through this venue, but
she also feels the support of the teen-
agers in the same situation.

“The level of teaching here is like
a college conservatory,” Allison told
The Westfield Leader and The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood. “After
weeks of taking classes and rehears-
ing at Kean together, we really bond
by that last night of performances.”

“When I first got to the school,”
added Allison, “the teachers told us
we would get lots of different ap-
proaches, theories and techniques
and that we would have to find out
what would work best for us.”

“In fact, this is a sort of proving
ground for us to see if we really want
to enter the world of acting, singing
and dancing,” she said.

It definitely is the world Allison
wants.

Last season, this Westfield High
School (WHS) sophomore played
one of the daughters in their high
school musical, The Pirates of
Penzance. The 15-year-old has her

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BACKSTAGE…Westfield High School sophomore Allison Siko gets help from
a stagehand in removing her microphone after performing in Paper Mill
Playhouse’s Summer Musical Conservatory showcase. The teen will spend the
month of August in Ohio shooting her first movie in which she plays the
supporting lead.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GAINING APPROVAL…Susan Speidel, center, one of the director/choreogra-
phers of the Paper Mill Playhouse Summer Musical Conservatory’s showcase
congratulates Westfield residents Allison Siko and Ryan Leonard on their
stellar performances.

Get Outta
The House

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The “Nerds” will perform at
the Village Green in Scotch
Plains on tonight, August 7, from
7 to 8:30 p.m. It is free, and you
should bring a lawn chair if you
think you’ll be sitting for this
one. Last year, there were nearly
3,000 in the audience, while the
group entertained with familiar
songs in their comical fashion.
More information is available by
calling the Recreation
Department’s Hot Line at (908)
322-6700, extension no 1-224.
Hear some clips from their new
CD, “Wedding,” by logging onto
http://www.the-nerds.com/.

*  *  *  *  *
Photographer Deb Anne Nero

of Montgomery Township and
the associate members of the
New Jersey Watercolor Society
will be the featured artists at
Children’s Specialized Hospital
(CSH) throughout August and
September. A well-rounded art-
ist with experience in pencil
drawing, charcoal, pen and ink,
watercolor and oil painting as
well as photography, many of
her works include barns, silos,
wildlife and people. All artwork
is available for purchase with a
portion of sales benefiting the
CSH Auxiliary. Admission is free
and exhibits can be viewed from
10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. by entering
through the hospital’s East Wing
entrance, 150 New Providence
Road, Mountainside. For infor-
mation, please call (908) 233-
3720, extension no. 5379.

*  *  *  *  *
The whimsical and well-

known tale, “Goldilocks & The
Three Bears” will be presented
with a magical twist at A Kid’s
Forum, the live performance
series for children at Metuchen’s
Forum Theatre. If you’re lucky
enough to be selected, you will
become part of the action by
serving on a jury. All seats are
$12, for Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday, and Saturday perfor-

Continued on Page 15
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With Susan M. Dougherty

own agent, and just found out some
great news to further her goal of
doing professional theater.

Trying not to show too much ex-
citement after the Friday night show,

she said she wouldn’t be available for
a phone interview on Monday be-
cause she would be in Ohio for the

month of August doing a major inde-
pendent film called Speak as a sup-
porting lead. She confessed later she
was thrilled about it.

At the Friday night performance of
New Voices, under the “Love Duets”
segment, she gave a saucy rendition
of the Pajama Game song, “There

Once Was a Man” with her partner
Ron Mangiacapra. Showing her ver-
satility, she performed in “Steam
Heat” and a variety of other dance
numbers.

Ryan, her fellow Westfield star
from the Paper Mill Conservatory,
found himself invited to participate
this summer since his last season
performance in Pirates garnered him
a Paper Mill Rising Star Award Nomi-
nation.

“This was my first year (at Paper
Mill), and I found it a great experi-
ence,” he said.

His extensive acting background
includes studying with David Chris-
topher in Cranford, and with Joseph
Nierle, a WHS drama teacher. A
multi-talented performer, Ryan was
selected last year to be a part of not
only the New Jersey All-State Wind
Ensemble, and All-State Orchestra,
but the All-State Chorus as well. His
expertise on the clarinet has even
landed him a spot in the Manhattan
School of Music weekends program
this fall.

For the Friday night show, he was
paired with Kelly Kolate in the un-
forgettable classic, “I’ve Never Been
in Love Before” from Guys and Dolls.
He, and the 13 other Rising Star
nominees and winners, opened the
show with the title song, “Wish You
Were Here.”

Lest anyone think that Allison and
Ryan are anomalies in this collec-
tion of talented teens, they were just
two in a very qualified company.

Standout performances of the night
included Rising Star Nominee Kevin
Milnes who proved comic timing is
everything, and Lael Van Keuren
who did a riveting “Whatever Lola
Wants, Lola Gets” song and dance
from Damn Yankees. When she
belted, “I’m irresistible, you fool,”
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