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FRIENDLY NEIGHBORS…Westfield Council Candidate Competitors for
Ward One remain friendly neighbors as the political season heats up. Sal
Caruana on the left and Mark Kuehn enjoyed good companionship and
marvelous weather at the Coleman/Edgewood Block Party on September 7.
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MEETING YOU...Fanwood Democratic Borough Council candidates are walk-
ing from door to door to meet residents and learn of the issues. Pictured, left to right,
are: Tom Plante, Donna Dolce and Jack Molenaar.

Mr. Skibitsky’s Campaign
For WF Council Seat Begins
WESTFIELD — Third Ward

Westfield Town Council candidate
Andy Skibitsky has officially begun
his fall campaign, which will focus
on fiscal responsibility, safe, quality
streets and maintaining an open line
of communication between himself
and the citizens of the third ward.

Though election season tradition-
ally begins in the fall, Mr. Skibitsky
has been busy walking the neighbor-
hoods of the third ward since July.

“I’ve really enjoyed meeting so
many new people in the third ward this
summer. Open and honest relation-
ships with the people you represent
are really the key to being a successful
elected official. I hope to gain the trust
of the people of the Third Ward by
listening to their concerns and stand-
ing up for issues that are important to
the community,” he said.

One of those issues is being fiscally
responsible with taxpayer dollars. Mr.
Skibitsky said even though school
taxes comprise the largest chunk of a
Westfield homeowner’s tax bill, at
about 65 percent; he believes the
council should be as prudent as pos-
sible with the portion of the tax bill it
can control (about 15 percent, with
the remaining 25 percent being the
county levy).

“In recent years, school and county
taxes have really gone up. That makes
it even more important for us to hold

the line on the municipal portion of
the tax bill. Mayor McDermott has
done a good job holding the line the
last few years, and I’d like to make
sure we continue that kind of fiscal
responsibility in the future,” he said.

Mr. Skibitsky also said he has heard
concerns from the people he has met
about pedestrian safety on many third
ward streets such as Central, Boule-
vard and Westfield Avenue.

“Pedestrian safety and the quality
of our roads are two issues that are of
paramount importance to me,” said
Mr. Skibitsky. “I think it’s impera-
tive that these issues are always made
a priority by town council. I just
think we need to become more effi-
cient in identifying what roads need
repair first and what intersections
need immediate attention to protect
public safety.”

Mr. Skibitsky is a cum laude gradu-
ate of Rider College and has worked
for Schering-Plough for the last 14
years. He serves as a volunteer on
Westfield’s Housing Commission,
represents Westfield on the Union
County Community Development
Revenue Sharing Committee, and
serves as a coach in Westfield’s Wres-
tling League. Mr. Skibitsky has been
married to his wife, Debbie, for 15
years, and has one daughter, Hope,
and three sons, Drew, Shane and Troy,
all of whom attend Westfield schools.

WF TV-36 Chooses Not To
Air Campaign Programs

WESTFIELD -- TV-36 Board Chair-
woman Eileen O’Donnell said that
“Westfield Community Television is
an educational and governmental
station and by airing such program-
ming would be subject to laws gov-
erning public access stations”

Ms. O’Donnell also noted that,
after lengthy debate, the board de-
cided it could not ensure equal ac-
cess for all candidates pursuant to
state law if it began accepting purely
political programming from candi-
dates with the means to produce their
own tape.

“In an effort to be fair to all candi-
dates and, more importantly, comply
with the equal access provisions of
state law, we decided not to accept
political programming that, in es-
sence, would be partisan commer-
cials,” Ms. O’Donnell said.

The specific wording of the mo-
tion passed by the board reads as
follows: “Westfield Community Tele-
vision will not air political commu-
nication within 90 days of an elec-
tion. A political communication does
not include bona-fide news events
such as the Candidates Forum, Town
Council Meetings or other regularly
scheduled governmental meetings.”

The vote was six in favor, with one
abstention.

Westfield Community Television
will air the Candidates Forum spon-
sored by The Westfield Leader and
The League of Women’s Voters, as
well as report the local results on
election night in an effort to get
information on the candidates out to
the Westfield community.

On a related subject, the board also
ruled that the program, “Hometown
with Mayor Gregory McDermott,”
would not air between now and the
election. “We discussed whether the
“Hometown with Mayor McDermott”
program was political or informa-
tional in nature, and in order to avoid
even the appearance that the show
gives the Mayor an unfair political
forum, we voted that the show should
not air until the election is over as
long as the Mayor is the host,” Ms.
O’Donnell stated.

Fanwood Republicans Plan
 Fundraising Reception

FANWOOD -- The Fanwood Re-
publican Campaign Committee
2002 will hold a fundraising recep-
tion for Councilman Stuart Kline,
Councilman David Trumpp and
Andrew Calamaras — Republican
candidates for Fanwood Borough
Council.

The event will be held on Saturday,
September 21, from 5 to 7 p.m. at
Giovanna’s Restaurant, located at

1462 South Avenue, Plainfield. The
cost is $100 per person. Hors
d’oeuvres and refreshments will be
served. Congressman Mike Ferguson
will be in attendance. Additional in-
vited guests include U.S. Senate Can-
didate Doug Forrester.

For additional information, please
contact Ted or Jean Trumpp, at (908)
889-6774 or e-mail
1baddad4@comcast.net.

County Bar Association Sets
Gala Centennial Celebration

COUNTY — A Centennial Gala con-
sisting of a black tie dinner and dance
will be held at 6 p.m. on Friday, Septem-
ber 20,  at the Shackamaxon Golf and
Country Club in Scotch Plains.

The Gala will celebrate the 100th
Anniversary of the Union County
Bar Association (UCBA) and will fea-
ture addresses by Mr. Richard
Bardolato, President of the New Jer-
sey Bar Association and a former resi-
dent of Union County as well as by
Supreme Court Justices Virginia Long
and James H. Coleman, Jr. both of
whom previously sat in Union
County. Retired Judge John Boyle
will act as Master of Ceremonies and
will provide in his introduction com-
parisons of what judges and lawyers
did in 1902 in contrast to present day
realities of the practice of law.

Over 250 lawyers and judges will
attend. A history of the Union County

Bar Association will be further com-
memorated by a hard cover coffee table
book, which will be given to each mem-
ber attending.

The Centennial will also be cel-
ebrated by a display case that has been
placed in the Rotunda of the Union
County Courthouse at 2 Broad Street in
Elizabeth. This display will present
historical items of interest, which high-
light the Association’s rich tradition.
This will be open for view to the public.

The Centennial Committee was
headed by the President of the Union
County Bar Association, Gary Roth,
and the Past President, Bill Daniel, and
assisted by the Association’s Execu-
tive Director, Jeffrey Clar, Tracey Fos-
ter, Allison Minion and Lester Sargent
of the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

For More information, please con-
tact Jeffrey Clar, Executive Director of
the UCBA, at (908) 354-5984.

Fanwood Democrats Start
Door-to-Door Campaign

FANWOOD – Democratic Borough
Council candidates Tom Plante, Jack
Molenaar and Donna Dolce announced
the start of their door-to-door campaign
in their bid for election in the Novem-
ber 5 general election. Mr.  Plante and
Mr.  Molenaar are vying for three-year
terms on the Fanwood Borough Coun-
cil and Ms. Dolce is seeking to fill the
one-year unexpired tern created by the
death of Councilwoman Carol Wood.

The candidates are speaking to resi-
dents and seeking input on issues of
concern such as the downtown rede-
velopment plans, ways to reduce the
tax burden on residents, and other top-
ics of importance to individuals and
families living in Fanwood.

Focusing on “respect for the past
with a vision for the future,” the Demo-
cratic team is concerned about those
institutions or services that need to be
retained, while offering ideas that will
benefit current and future residents of
the borough.

The candidates collectively bring a
blend of skills and experience that will
serve the borough well in their capacity
as Borough council members. Their
fields of experience include planning,

finance management, recreation,
volunteerism, safety and disaster re-
sponse, to name just a few.

Mr. Plante is a member if the Fanwood
Cultural Arts Committee. He works in
the public information office for the
Union County of Union. Mr. Plante
also is a member if the Park Middle
School PTA and the Union County
Baseball Association.

Mr. Molenaar is a member of the
Fanwood Planning Board. A licensed
professional planner, Mr. Molenarr is
also the transportation planner for
Plainsboro Township and a former
member of the Fanwood Downtown
Revitalization Committee.

Ms. Dolce is director of the Volunteer
Center for the United Way in Newark.
She currently chairs the Fanwood Stra-
tegic Planning Assessment Committee
and previously served on other bor-
ough committees. Donna is also an
officer with the Washington Rock Girl
Scout Council.

For  more  information about the
Fanwood Democratic candidates,  call
Bill Populus, (908) 789-7577,  e-mail
fannywooddems@netscaoe.net or
write to P.O. Box 163, Fanwood, 07023.

The Law Office of
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Call

GARY J. GRABAS
Former Middlesex and Morris County Assistant Prosecutor

1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

(908) 322 - 7000
Fax: (908) 322 - 6997

jonbramnick@jonbramnick.com

At Sunrise Assisted Living, we care for
residents with memory impairment in

a different way. Our innovative Reminiscence
Program is creatively designed to encourage
residents to live at their highest potential in an
environment of safety, freedom and security.
Reminiscence features extraordinary support
in a separate, secure area that looks and feels just
like home. Residents are surrounded by pleasant

sights, sounds, aromas and textures while
compassionate caregivers tend to physical needs,
nurture the spirit and create pleasant days.

You’re invited to visit Sunrise.

See firsthand how our structured, loving  program
offers 24-hour care at a price competitive with
home care and significantly less than a nursing
home.

For Memory-Impaired Seniors

A Better Place and a Better Way

908-317-3030 • 240 Springfield Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 • www.sunriseassistedliving.com

Call us today, or stop by and tour our home-like Reminiscence Neighborhood!

Sunrise offers highly-customized
support to residents with
memory impairment in the
comfortable environment of the
Reminiscence Neighborhood.

On the Net

goleader.com

• Hair Transplantation for
men and women 

• Botox and Collagen 

• Laser Hair Removal 

• Laser Surgery for spider
veins, brown spots and
tattoo removal 

• Rejuvenating chemical
peels 

• Sclerotherapy (leg veins)

Darryl S.Weiss MD 
is pleased to announce the relocation 

of his Westfield office for the 
practice of Cosmetic Dermatology.

New Location:
2253 South Ave, Suite 8 Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 

908-232-9100 

Board Certified 
Dermatologist 


