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Postal Officials Explain Out-of-Town
Process of Mailing Routes and Times

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

In response to residents’ questions
about mail routes and times, The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood  in-
terviewed several local postmasters,
as well as the U.S. Postal Service
about mailing routes in Westfield
and to out-of-town locations.

Subscribers in Garwood, Clark and
Cranford have asked The Times why
it takes three to four days longer for
their copy of TheTimes to reach them
when some of them live just over the
Westfield border.

The answer, The Times discovered,
is twofold, due to the routing process
and the class of the mail. Westfield’s
Postmaster Ken Brown explained that
mail to all out-of-town destinations
from most municipalities is not a

direct route, but rather travels through
a central processing facility, before
arriving at its final destination.

The reason for this indirect rout-

ing is because it wouldn’t be practi-
cal to have every small town facility
delivering mail to thousands of other
locations, according to Mr. Brown.
He added that it would not be effi-
cient or affordable, if every town
needed a separate truck for each town
on its delivery route.

Kearny and Newark are the two

mail processing facilities for Central
New Jersey. Mr. Brown said that all
mail coming out of Westfield to any
out-of-town destination is first sent
to the central processing facility in
Kearny. Both processing facilities
have special equipment, which reads
bar codes and zip codes and sorts the
mail into categories.

The machinery sequences the mail
in the exact order of the addresses on
the carrier’s route before being
shipped to the destination’s local post
office and handed over to the carrier.

Dan Quinn, spokesperson for the
National Postal Service, told The
Times that this process, which is
utilized nationwide, is very effi-
cient and actually time saving.

“Ninety-five percent of the time,
first-class mail, whether local or
out-of-town is turned over in 24
hours,” Mr. Quinn explained. “The
machinery that reads bar codes and
zips has improved greatly in the
past 40 years, but is still subject to
human error.”

Jeff LaMarca, Garwood Postmas-
ter, said that this one-day turnover
for first-class mail was a standard,
which most postal facilities tried to

Ingrid McKinley for The Times
ROUTING MAIL...On Tax Day,
this Fanwood postal worker has
her hands full routing mail.
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SP Council Reflects on Sept. 11;
Discusses Township Ceremonies

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Beginning with the prayer at the
start of its meeting, the Scotch Plains
Township Council’s Tuesday night
session was filled with references to
the September 11 terrorist attacks
that claimed the lives of three resi-
dents. Deputy Mayor Frank Rossi
offered an extended prayer that in-
cluded several references to the events
of a year ago as well as recognition of
local fire and rescue personnel who
assisted in the post-attack efforts in
New York City.

Mayor Martin Marks, after ap-
pointing Councilwoman Geri Samuel
to a county advisory committee that
will be dedicating a 9/11 memorial

in the future, expressed his concern
that a year after the attacks, “our
vigilance is being a little bit tem-
pered.”

Several ceremonies were planned
for yesterday in Scotch Plains, in-
cluding one in the morning at the
north side firehouse and an evening
service on the Village Green. At the
end of the council’s meeting, Coun-
cilwoman Nancy Malool, who ear-
lier had taken a public oath of office
to replace Councilman Guy
Celentano, read a lengthy resolution
that condemned the attacks, ex-
pressed condolences to the families
of the victims and declared yester-
day to be “Always Remember Day.”

Scotch Plains residents Mark

Rothenberg, a passenger aboard the
plane that crashed in Pennsylvania,
and James Walsh, who worked in the
World Trade Center, died on Sep-
tember 11, while township native
Matthew Hornung also perished in
lower Manhattan.

In other business, the council
awarded a $310,937 contract to
Renda Roads, Inc. of Whitehouse for
improvements to Glenside Avenue.
Two-thirds of the funding for the
project will come from the state
Department of Transportation Trust
Fund. Township Manager Thomas
E. Atkins said he was hopeful that
the roadway improvements could be
finished in six to eight weeks.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Lauren S. Pass for The Times
BUSINESS AS USUAL?...Commuters board a New York-bound NJ Transit train out of the Fanwood Train Station on the morning of September 11, 2002.

Bill Sheppard for The Times
FAMILIES GATHER...During a memorial service at the John H. Stamler
Police Academy in Scotch Plains, families and members of the community
gather to remember the terrorist attacks that took place one year to the day.

Bill Sheppard for The Times
IN MEMORY...Law enforcement personnel and chiefs from across Union County crowded the John Stamler Police
Academy early Wednesday morning to recall the bravery of those lost on 9/11.

Bill Sheppard for The Times
HALF-STAFF...Cadets from the John Stamler Police Academy lower the flag near a memorial for fallen law enforcement
officers at half-staff.

Fanwood Officials Observe Sept. 11 Anniversary;
Historic Preservation Meeting Is Scheduled

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

On the eve of September 11,
Fanwood’s governing body marked
the one-year anniversary of the tragic
events on that date during its regular
meeting Tuesday night.

The Reverend Donald Hummel of
St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains
read an invocation commemorating
the event at the outset of the meeting.

Attendees stood during the “In God
We Trust” themed reflection, as well
as for Mayor Louis Jung’s reading of
a September 11 resolution, which
emphasized the “unwavering com-
mitment” of the American people to
remember the fallen and maintain
the country’s way of life.

Observances continued yesterday
with a morning ceremony held by
the Fanwood Fire Department in

memory of their brethren and others
killed in the collapse of the World
Trade Center towers.

An “evening of remembrance” and
dedication was planned later yester-
day on the Village Green in Scotch
Plains. This ceremony represented a
joint effort between Scotch Plains
and Fanwood.

Additionally, Fanwood’s TV-35
presented special music and images
in memory of Union County resi-
dents, including those from local
communities, who were lost in last
year’s terror attacks.

Under other business Tuesday, a
resolution was presented celebrating
the 75th anniversary of the Munici-
pal Clerks Association of New Jer-
sey.

Several council members specifi-
cally praised the hard work and dedi-
cation of Borough Administrator

Eleanor McGovern, who was present
at the meeting.

Reflecting on her long tenure with
the borough, Councilman Thomas
Ryan, Jr. stated that, “Mayors and
council members come and go, but
clerks live on.”

Four proclamations were read by
Mayor Jung, each paying respect to
members of the community. One
spotlighted Friday, September 20, as
POW/MIA Day, during which the
public was urged to keep in memory
those “captured and missing in ser-
vice” and their profound sacrifice in
the line of duty.

Mayor Jung read two proclama-
tions he had previously presented at
the Chelsea at Fanwood assisted liv-
ing residence.

The first recognized September 8
as National Grandparents Day, while
the second proclamation praised the

assisted living system for providing
an alternative to senior citizens who
require assistance but still wish to
maintain their independence. The
Chelsea will soon have a new wing
with 31 units.

The final proclamation designated
September as National Alcohol and
Drug Addiction Recovery Month.
Mayor Jung pointed out that this is a
“nationwide issue” and stressed the
“critical role of communities” in as-
sisting those seeking “the strength to
recover.”

Councilman Stuart Kline gave a
report from the council’s Adminis-
tration and Finance Committee. Thus
far, 71 percent of the tax levy has
been collected in three collection
dates, totaling $12,399,899. One
collection date remains.

Councilman Michael Brennan re-
ported that in August, there were 32
parking violations, 125 moving vio-
lations and 19 criminal violations. In
addition, 41 parking violations, 168
moving violations and 28 criminal
violations were processed.

Fanwood has received four pro-
posals regarding its downtown revi-
talization program. Council Presi-
dent Joel Whitaker provided feed-
back from the program’s coordina-
tor, Clayton Pierce, who was very
pleased with the proposals. Mayor
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Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090
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Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

Join the Team:
The Westfield Leader

and THE TIMES of

 Scotch Plains- Fanwood

Freelance Reporters:
We are currently seeking

freelance professionals to cover
meetings in Westfield,
Mountainside, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood. Freelancers must be
available during evening hours.
Meetings typically covered in
our newspapers include Board
of Education, Planning Boards,
Municipal Councils, etc. Col-
lege students welcomed. For
information, contact Lauren
Pass at (908) 232-4407 or send
email to editor@goleader.com.

Student Interns:
Area high school students who

are interested in journalism are
encouraged to write for The Stu-
dent View, a weekly column by
local high school students. For
information, contact Jeremy
Lipstein at
Jlipstein@goleader.com.
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Area Postal Officials Explain
Out-of-Town Mailing Routes

adhere to, but were not obligated to
guarantee.

“First-class mail can take anywhere
between 24 to 72 hours,” Mr.
LaMarca stated. “As a courtesy to
our local bulk mailers, we also at-
tempt to deliver local third-class over-
night as well. But there’s no guaran-
tee that first class mail, without pre-
mium services, will get there in less
than three days.”

Premium services, such as guaran-
teed two-day delivery is given prior-
ity over first-, second- or third-class
mail, Mr. LaMarca said.

“The less you pay for mail, the
longer it takes,” he said.

Many newspapers and flyers pay a
reduced bulk or periodical rate. Periodi-
cal rate is given a lower priority than
first-class and bulk mail can be deliv-
ered anywhere between 10 to 14 days.

“A three-day delay is certainly
within the allowable timeframe for
out-of-town periodical or third-class,”
he said.

He also pointed out that airline
delays have a great influence on the

timeframe that it takes to deliver mail
out of state.

“We have no control over the air-
line delays of the commercial flights,”
he said.

Mr. LaMarca explained that a vari-
ety of errors in addressing and mail-
ing can also delay mail considerably.
For instance, illegible or incorrect
zip codes can delay any type of mail
by more than a week, he said. Some
mail, with completely illegible ad-
dresses can end up in a dead letter
office and is almost impossible to
trace, he added.

“Kearny handles more than a mil-
lion and a half letters per day,” he
said. “If the machinery can’t read the
zip or if it’s wrong, the letter can get
sidetracked to the wrong state.”

The Postal Service publishes a
manual, which explains the various
routes and rates, Mr. LaMarca said.
The Postal Service also publishes de-
tailed information regarding all as-
pects of delivery, confirmation, track-
ing and rate services on their website
at www.usps.com.

On Sunday, Sept. 15, you could go home, eat something from
the microwave, watch a sitcom and maybe pay bills

OR
Have a good meal in a relaxed atmosphere and start
checking out God’s incredible design for your life.

The ALPHA Dinner
Christianity: Boring, Untrue, Irrelevant?

6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Sept. 15

The First Baptist Church, 170 Elm Street, Westfield
(908) 233-2278 / www.alphana.org

WF Council Approves Wilbur Smith
For Traffic Calming in ShopRite Grid

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- On Tuesday
evening, the Westfield Town Coun-
cil spoke as one voice to approve a
resolution declaring September 11,
2002 as “Always Remember Day.”

The council approved two ordi-
nances on second reading. The first
ordinance was the new “tree preser-
vation” ordinance and the second
amended the salary schedule for the
town which included a salary change
for a secretary at the Westfield Fire
Department, who was changed from
part-time to full time.

Harvey Davidson, a resident of
Carleton Road, presented the coun-
cil with a petition from the residents.

Mr. Davidson stated that there have
been flash floods on the street during
heavy rainstorms with water reach-
ing the homes, and rising above car
tires. He said that this was a concern,
not only for property damage but
also for the safety of small children
on the street.

Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh
stated that the Public Works Depart-
ment had recently investigated the
drainage problem with their cameras
and were able to clear blocked pipes,
which should provide for some im-
mediate relief of the problem.

Mr. Marsh added that the drainage
pipe probably needed replacing and
that inlets may need to be changed.
He said that there would be a full
report and recommendation in ap-
proximately six weeks.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion authorizing the renewal of mem-
bership in the Joint Insurance Fund
(JIF).

The governing body also approved
a resolution awarding the contract to
Wilbur Smith Associates of Iselin for
the purposes of traffic calming stud-
ies for the “ShopRite grid” at the cost
of $22,500.

Second Ward Republican Coun-
cilman and Chairman of the Trans-
portation, Parking, and Traffic Com-
mittee, Rafael Betancourt, told the
council prior to the public meeting
that there had most recently been
some problems getting in touch with
Wilbur Smith, but that he was sure
there was an explanation, and stated
that they came highly recommended.

Town Administrator James Gildea
stated that the town was last contact
by Wilbur Smith one and a half to
two weeks ago, and that it was his
feeling the resolution should be ap-

proved and the process should be
moved forward.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a Dedication by Rider for Rec-
reational Purposes. This means that
funds collected from specific events,
such as the teen center, are committed
to be put directly back into the program.

Westfield BNI Chapter
Holds Open House

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Chapter of BNI (Business Net-
work International) will hold an
open house for visitors and pro-
spective members on Thursday,
September 13, at 7 to 8:30 a.m.
at the Crown Plaza Hotel in Clark.

The chapter is currently seek-
ing a florist, auto body shop,
dentist, hairdresser, architect,
painter, handyman, graphic de-
signer and a moving company.

BNI is an international busi-
ness and professional network-
ing organization that allows one
person per profession to join a
local chapter.

The Westfield chapter meets
each week to develop business
relationships and exchange re-
ferrals among the members.

Visitors will have the opportu-
nity to present a “60 Second Com-
mercial” about their business and
the type of referrals they seek.

Meeting fees are $8 and in-
clude a continental breakfast.
Please call Kristy Ball at (908)
232-7770 for more information
and to reserve a seat.

Dr. Ronny Glassman, Ph.D., M.P.H.
Board Certified Hypnotherapist #H14674

The AMA recognizes hypnotherapy as a treatment option
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Adults + Adolescents
Private Appointments + Quick Results

Located in Mountainside + Insured
(908) 301-1991 www.DrRonnyGlassman.com
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SP Council

 The council also awarded a contract
to S. Rotondi &  Sons for loading and
transportation of leaves this fall, the
third straight year the firm will perform
this service in an arrangement that will
be shared with Westfield. Rotondi sub-
mitted a bid of $2.95 per cubic yard of
leaves, higher than last year’s $1.75
figure. Mr. Atkins estimated that about
$80,000 would be spent on the leaf
collection project.

The council approved an ordinance
that will legally designate three cross-
walks as being in accordance with state
regulations so that drivers can be fined
for not yielding to pedestrians. The
three crosswalks are all on Park Av-
enue, in front of the municipal build-
ing, the post office and in front of Fleet
Bank. Another ordinance passed on
Tuesday night will restrict parking on
Mountain Avenue and Front Street
during morning hours on the second
Wednesday of each month so that street
cleaning can be performed.

There will be a special township auc-
tion held on Saturday morning at 10 a.m.
to sell several items owned by former
Township Treasurer William Polidore,
who was convicted last year of embez-
zling more than $300,000 in township
funds. Items include a set of golf clubs, a
hot dog truck and several other smaller
items. Councilman Rossi announced that
the Recreation Department will be hold-
ing registration for its fall programs on
Saturday morning at the Municipal Build-
ing from 9 a.m. to noon. Councilwoman
Paulette Coronato announced that the
annual rabies clinic will be held at the
south side firehouse on Saturday,  Sep-
tember 28 from 8 to 10 a.m. The first hour
will be devoted to treating cats, with their
canine counterparts being treated during
the second hour.

The council authorized the trea-
surer to cancel several trust fund
accounts totaling $2,864.13. These
monies were collected over 15 years
ago and will go into the surplus.

The next public session of the
Westfield Town Council is sched-
uled for Tuesday, October 1.

Westfield Firefighters, Nation Hold
 Memorial Service at Headquarters

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- A crowd of towns-
people, fireman, rescue squad mem-
bers, town employees and dignitar-
ies gathered on Wednesday morning
for a memorial at Westfield Fire
House One on North Avenue.

The ceremony began with the ring-
ing of the town bells at 10:05 a.m., to
signify the fall of the World Trade
Center’s South Tower.

Members of the Westfield Fire
Department stood at attention as Fire
Chief John Castellano read a poem
by an unknown author entitled, “Two

Thousand One, Nine Eleven (2001-
911)”

“Hauling ash, lifting stones, Knee
deep in hell, but not alone…So said
Martin, as he watched the scene
“Even from nightmares, can be born
a dream…With that the man in the
stovepipe hat said “Take my hand,”
and from there he led five thousand
plus heroes, Newcomers to heaven
On this day, two thousand one, nine
eleven.”

Firefighter Robert Buccino read
from his speech:

“No history book could have ever
prepared us for what was about to

happen…”
Why, some ask do we do it? For

those of us that serve, no explanation
is necessary, for those that don’t,
none is possible…”

“So I ask that on this day you say
a prayer for those whose sacrifice
will live on in our hearts, our minds,
and our memories. To our brothers
on 9/11.”

As the flag was lowered to half-
staff, the ceremony concluded with
the ringing of the bells at 10:25 a.m.
to signify the fall of the North Tower.

The same ceremony took place at
fire departments across the nation.

Bill Sheppard for The Times
OFFICIAL GATHERING...Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, left, and Tony Parente, Director of the John H.
Stamler Police Academy, gathered at the academy in Scotch Plains for a memorial service.

Scotch Plains Republicans
Cite Transportation Gains

SCOTCH PLAINS — Republican
Township Council candidates Frank
Rossi, Carolyn Sorge, and Nancy
Malool recently discussed gains
made in the area of transportation
under Republican administrations.
Deputy Mayor Frank Rossi stated
that Scotch Plains and Fanwood have
long enjoyed the shared service of a
Senior Citizen Bus System. “Within
the last year, the program has been
expanded,” stated Mr. Rossi. “Our
Senior Citizen Advisory Committee
recommended to the Township Coun-
cil that a service be provided that
would allow seniors to schedule
round trip transportation to health
care appointments, shopping, and
other important destinations. The
program has become quite popular
and we will look to expand its scope
in the near future.”

“Along those same lines,” contin-
ued Councilwoman Malool, “A new
Scotch Plains/Fanwood Jitney ser-
vice will be up and running shortly.
Our communities have secured two
buses through a NJ Transit grant
program, and we will put them to use
getting commuters to and from the
Fanwood Train Station. There is no
doubt that this will ease the parking
constraints at the train station while
at the same time take vehicles off the
road during rush hour. We hope that
as the program becomes popular it
can be expanded so the buses can
take shoppers into the two business
districts and provide a concierge ser-
vice for commuters.”

“When it comes to transportation,

nothing is more important than
safety,” said Ms. Sorge. “It was a
Republican Council initiative to es-
tablish flashing speed limit signs near
Terrill Middle and Coles Elemen-
tary Schools after requests from the
two PTA’s were received. This was
yet another joint effort with our neigh-
bors in Fanwood and the school board,
that was further expanded to include
an interim redesign of the ingress
and egress at Park Middle School
until final construction began. I’d
like to see further investigation and
implementation of traffic safety im-
provements especially in and around
our schools.”

Mr. Rossi concluded by saying,
“We have also worked with other
levels of government on transporta-
tion issues. An agreement was
reached with the New Jersey De-
partment of Transportation
(NJDOT) so improvements can be
made to the Park Avenue overpass
of Route 22. The council was firm in
standing against a completely new
overpass, which would have con-
demned private land and businesses
and disrupted the area substantially.
When the state finishes with this
project, we will likely see some
easing of traffic congestion on Park
Avenue.

Also, our shared services commit-
tee will hopefully be able to con-
vince Union County officials that
rerouting truck traffic away from Park
Avenue would help traffic flow and
make our Towne Centre more plea-
surable to visit.”

  Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
READY TO LEARN...Incoming fifth graders, pictured, left to right, Daniel
Clarke, Ben Ungar and Emilio Navarro, were ready to enter the new fifth grade
at Terrill Middle School in Scotch Plains on Monday.

Jung added the proposals were “very
comprehensive.”

The first meeting of the 11-mem-
ber committee reviewing the pro-
posals will be held on Monday, Sep-
tember 23.

Councilman Whitaker announced
that two new businesses have opened
in Fanwood and discussion contin-
ues regarding funding for down-
town brochures.

Fanwood police cars have a new
look, having been changed from
white and blue to black and white.
Councilman Ryan reported that Po-
lice Chief Donald Domanoski felt a
change was necessary to clarify the
presence of Fanwood police, as sev-
eral other municipalities also have
blue and white patrol cars.

Chief Domanoski also believes
the black and white cars offer a
“more high profile visibility and
allows us to distinguish ourselves.”
The new vehicles are equipped with
“reflective decals that show up well
at night and at schools,” he said.
These changes were made at no cost
to the borough.

Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell confirmed the receipt of a
certificate of accomplishment, cov-
ering January to December 2001,
from the state Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection. The certifi-
cate recognizes Fanwood’s “dedi-
cated commitment to historic pres-
ervation.”

Councilwoman Mitchell praised
the borough’s volunteers, saying,
“This is another feather in the vol-

Fanwood Officials Observe September 11;
Historic Preservation Meeting Is Scheduled

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

unteers’ caps and I thank them for
all their dedication and time.”

She also discussed the proposed
Historic Park Preservation Area of
homes along North and Martine Av-
enues. An expert on historical pres-
ervation will give a presentation in
the Borough Hall Council Cham-
bers on Tuesday, September 24, at
7:30 p.m.

Residents will have an opportu-
nity to ask questions at this event,
which will be televised live on TV-
35.

Councilwoman Mitchell assured
residents that the proposed historic
status is not designed to tell them
what they can do with their proper-
ties.

She cited the advantages such sta-
tus would provide, including an “in-
crease in property value and protec-
tion against public encroachment.”

She explained, for example, that
the historic designation could pre-
vent a road from being extended.

“Residents can already see homes
being updated back to their former
glory,” Councilwoman Mitchell
said. Letters were mailed out to
some homeowners whose residences
are “1800’s structures,” she ob-
served.

Ms. Mitchell reported that the
Borough of Fanwood had six births
this summer, including six in June,
18 in July and seven in August.

Councilwoman Mitchell restated
the borough’s recommendations for
avoiding attraction of rodents and
of mosquitoes possibly carrying the

West Nile Virus.
To deter rodents, individuals are

advised not to feed pets outside and
to clean up after pets promptly; to
ensure that garbage cans have se-
cure lids and to make sure bird
feeders are equipped with a tray to
catch falling seed to keep it off the
ground.

To avoid mosquitoes, water should
not be allowed to pool in any area of
a yard and bird bath water should be
changed daily.

Councilman Kline announced the
Fanwood Memorial Library will cel-
ebrate its 100th anniversary through-
out 2003. January 1, 1903 is the
official date the library was estab-
lished. More information will be
available in the future.

Councilman David Trumpp in-
formed citizens that the Fanwood
Recycling Center now collects used
printer ink and laser jet cartridges.

Mayor Jung reminded residents
that this year’s Fanny Wood Day
festival will be held on Sunday, Sep-
tember 29, from noon to 5 p.m. and
will include live entertainment.

It was revealed that the borough’s
cleanup day will be Monday, Sep-
tember 16, for which residents may
put out various items for collection.




