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HOBBLE, WALZ WHACK 4 HITS; MATUSKA MUTES ANNES

St. ‘Toms’ Halt St. Anne, Win
St. Bart’s Softball Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Pre-game dedication for 9/11 vic-
tims and their families, a speech
from Scotch Plains Mayor Marty
Marks, a prayer delivered by Chaplin
Jack Lynch and a stirring rendition
of “The Stars Spangled Banner” by
Grace Cheney preceded the St.
Bartholomew’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League championship game
between St. Anne and St. Thomas at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on
September 8. After two major mo-
mentum shifts, St. Thomas crawled
back from an early 13-8 deficit to
halt the Annes, 18-15 in the nine-
inning classic.

Each team banged 22 hits with St.
Thomas drilling five doubles and St.
Anne cracking a triple and two
doubles. The Annes, however, had
some difficulty with the glove and
committed no less than seven errors.

“We had several errors and that
hurt us,” said Anne Captain Joe
McEvoy. “We had some good luck
too. It was a great game.”

Art Hobble went 4-for-4 with a
double, two runs scored and two RBI

to lead the “Tom” boys. Mike Rivera
had two singles and a double with
two RBI and a run scored. Pat Nigro
and Lou Balestriere each had two
hits and crossed home three times.

Glen Walz led the Annes’ attack
with two singles, a double and a
triple, two runs scored and one RBI.
Tom Kucin successfully plopped the
ball into the outfield three times,
knocked in two RBI and scored once.
Ben LoBrace lashed three singles,
scored twice and added an RBI. Al
Betau, Bob Guy and Norm Hansen
all had two hits, one RBI and a run
scored.

“We had a good run. We came
from behind in three of our playoff
games and got to the championships,”
noted LoBrace.

St. Thomas pitcher Joe Matuska,
who has pitched in three champion-
ship games – winning all, including
last year’s donning the uniform of St.
Jude – after a shaky start, sedated the
St. Anne offensive machine from the
fourth inning on, allowing just two
runs in the ninth.

“I was nervous in the beginning
and had trouble with my control,”

explained Matuska. “But it was a
nine inning game. I settled down and
my team started scoring.”

Matuska, however, wasn’t nervous
with the bat as he went 3-for-4 with
two runs scored and an RBI.

St. Thomas staggered St. Annes
with seven runs in the top of the first.
The battering was highlighted by
Gerry Rites’ two-run single to right,
Al Antoine’s two-run single to left
and Nick Litterio’s lined RBI single
to right. Anne answered with two
runs but their rally was cut short
when Matuska initiated an alert 1-4
(Balestriere)-to 3 (Tim Deegan),
double play.

The “Toms” trickled another run
across the plate in the second when
Nate Mangiris launched an RBI sac-
rifice fly to left, scoring Hobble.
Momentum drastically changed in
the bottom of the inning as nine
Annes trampled over home plate to
take an 11-8 lead. After Walz’s lead-
off triple, Bob Veeck, Dan Margolis
and Kucin singled, John Reynolds
reached on an error and Mike
Michalisin looped a two-run single
over first. McEvoy reached on a
fielder’s choice, as did Steve Ferro.
LoBrace and Guy followed with RBI
singles.

Speechless, the Toms were mute
in the third but the Annes barked
with two more runs on Kucin’s two-
run single.

Anne appeared in control until the
fifth when Antoine scored on
Matuska’s RBI single, Hobble
singled and team Captain Tom
Henderson hammered a two-run
double over the centerfielder’s head
to narrow Anne’s lead to 13-11.

“I’ve hit a few like that this season.
I considered trying for third but, if I
would have been tagged out, the
guys would have been on me,” said
Henderson.

Nigro and Rivera both whacked
RBI doubles and Deegan hacked an
RBI single in the sixth to give St.
Tom a 14-13 lead. Hobble hacked an
RBI double and Henderson hopped
an RBI single in the seventh. Then in
the eighth, St. Tom boosted their
lead to 18-13 when Balestriere and
Nigro both scuffed home plate.

The Annes snarled and made it
interesting in the bottom of the ninth.
Betau belted a leadoff double, Tony
Williams, who made a spectacular
catch in the tree line in left in the
sixth, walked and Hansen poked an
RBI single. Still with no one out,
Walz, with some help, walloped an
RBI double to right. Tom shortstop
Bob Stratton doused St. Anne’s fire
with two-straight putouts and
Matuska grabbed a grounder and
tossed to first for final out.
St. Thomas 710 033 220 18
St. Anne 292 000 002 15

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEW LADY RAIDER SOCCER LOOK…First year Raider Head Coach Kevin
Ewing, hoping for a successful season, is flanked by senior captains Stephanie
Heath, left, and Lauren Bianco, right.

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls’ soccer team and their
fans welcome a new era of success
this season with new, but experi-
enced, Head Coach Kevin Ewing.
Not a new face on campus, Ewing
has coached freshman for two years,
and as an assistant coach for four
years with now retired varsity Head
Coach, Frank Butts.

The Lady Raiders bring lots of
experience on the field returning 12
varsity players including four se-
niors, three juniors and three sopho-
mores, with two outstanding fresh-
men coming on board this season.

“We’re just going to try strength-
ening our defense, because that has
been a weak point over the past sev-
eral years,” said Ewing. “We just
gave up too many goals, so that is one
key, and we’re hoping to use that to
kind of transition into our offense,
and hopefully improve from there.”

Senior Co-Captains Stephanie
Heath (midfield) and Lauren Bianco
(goalkeeper) will lead the Lady Raid-
ers. Seniors, Amanda Wells will be at
the stopper position while Laura
Klastava will fill the fullback posi-
tion. Offensive and defensive punch
will be provided by juniors, Michelle
Fisher,(midfield) who netted 12 goals
last year, Lauren Belford, (midfield-
forward) and Chelsea Mintz, (nearly
all positions) who left quite an im-
pression last year.

The SP-F Lady Raiders will also
introduce several multi-talented can-
didates from last year’s Union County
JV finalists into starting position
roles. Several strong sophomores
stepping up are Kristen Zyla,
(midfield) Jenna Balestriere (half-
back-forward) and Lauren Perotta
(fullback).

Freshmen Kellie Rogano (forward
and center halfback) and Hallie Mintz
(forward and halfback) have shown
promise. “They both have a lot of
talent and their future is promising as
soccer players. And they are both
great kids,” said Ewing. “Both are
very aggressive and for them to be
able to come in and step in to get a lot
of playing time is a good sentiment
to them. They had excellent training
up to this point and we hope to build
on that.”

Several other freshmen could also
see quite a bit of action.

The Raiders’ schedule appears to
be a pretty tough one, as they open at
Pingry on Saturday, September 14, a
team that’s probably one of the best
in the state. Westfield is up next
followed by Cranford, Somerville

and Bridgewater.
“Regardless, we’re hoping to im-

prove on last year’s record and just
build on the program over the next
couple of years, trying to improve
the young talent that we have com-
ing up and see if we can make the
girls’ program grow. It should be a
fun and enjoyable season, and hope-
fully, we’ll have the people from the
community come out to support us,”
added Ewing.

HEATH, BIANCO NAMED CO-CAPTS

Lady Raiders Seek More
Successful Soccer Season

SENIOR AGGRESSIVE STICK WORK WILL BE KEY

Devil Field Hockey Girls Like
UC Championship Chances

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls’
field hockey program will enter the
season with a winning attitude, focus
and a tremendous amount of potential
although lacking extensive experience,
particularly on defense according to
Head Coach Maggie McFadden.

“We have lost our entire defense
from last year with the exception of
Tracy Rood,” said McFadden.
“Karen Castaldo played sporadically
in different positions defensively,
but that’s something we need to de-
velop; good defense. Offensively, I
think we have a lot of kids who can
handle the ball and like to shoot, so
that’s a good thing. We did get lots
of shots on goal in our scrimmages,
so I’m encouraged.”

The offensive unit will return sev-
eral experienced senior players from
last year and be spearheaded by team
captain Alexandra Maus at wing,
Emily Kahn at the forward position
along with Christine Leiz and
Meredith Rucinsky. Additionally, the
Blue Devils have several aggressive
and gritty seniors in Tammi Dondiego
and Kathy Seib. Junior Allie Ryan
will step up and help in solidifying
the offensive line.

“They’re not always pretty to watch,
but they are aggressive,” added
McFadden. “We’re not West Essex,
we’re not a Shore team, where the stick
work is just unbelievable, but our girls
keep going and they’re not afraid to
fight for the ball. They do a real good
job in the circle, aggressively looking
for rebounds and picking up all the
other little skirmishes that go on.”

At the goalie position, Westfield
returns the outstanding, hard work-
ing and much improved Mollie Gib-
bons. Although having been untested
somewhat during several scrim-
mages, she has shown tremendous
improvement in every aspect during
practice. The Blue Devils are assured
Gibbons will do an excellent job at
the position. Senior, Allie Lemberg,
with three years of playing experi-

ence at the junior varsity level, will
fill in at the back up position and is
seen as a credible performer.

Defensively, The Blue Devils will
have to rely heavily on mid-fielder and
captain, Tracy Rood. She will play the
role of “the Anchor of Defense,” and
create various transitional plays from
defense to offense.

Senior Orlee Maimon, who has
shown remarkable improvement over
the past season is looking in top form
as a defender. Junior Ashley Yarusi
also appears strong, as does the very
experienced senior captain Castaldo.
Along with Rood and Maus, it should

be a steady backfield.
“I’ll be looking for some additional

players to fill in and help out in that part
of the game and just get better every
day,” added McFadden. “I’m going to
start off formulating a good and solid
line up, while trying to improve as the
season goes along. Obviously, we
would like to qualify for the states. The
kids want to win the counties, although
they have their work cut out with the
likes of defending champ Oak Knoll,
Cranford, Union and Johnson.”

The Lady Blue Devils open their
regular season by hosting East
Brunswick tomorrow at 4 p.m.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DEVIL FIELD HOCKEY TRI-CAPTAINS…Seniors Karen Castaldo, left,
Tracy Rood, center, Alexandra Maus and Head Coach Maggie McFadden are
prepared for a successful season.

John R. Aslanian 
NJAR Million Dollar Club 
Silver Level 2000 
International President’s Club 2001 
(908) 301-2007 - Direct Line 

(908) 233-5555 Office 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 

�������������	
��

��������������	
������������
����������
���

��������	� ����������	��
�������������
��
����
�	��������
	�����	��������	�

��
	����
	������������	���
�������	��	��	���
�����
���	��	��
����������
�����		�

���
	����	���	�����	����	��	����	���� 	��������
��!�"� �������
�#���$
�%���	
�

�
����&������'������������	�����	���
���
�����	���	�����	����	�	
������
����	
��

�������	������	���	������	����	����������
���	����������� ��	����������	���	�� ���	�

���(��	���)����������
��
����
���	��	�����	����
���	������		������	�����������)	��

�����
��������
�	��������
	��
���	���	���	����	�	�	��������	���

*��	�	�����+,"-�...�� � � � � � �����������/�0& � 1 " -1 2�

Dave Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S OLDTIMERS MEN’S SOFTBALL LEAGUE CHAMPIONS…See box at bottom of story.

ST. BART’S CHAMPS…Pictured,
left to right, are: front row; Tom
Henderson, Lou Balestriere, Tom
McGall and Mike Rivera; top row,
Al Antoine, Malcolm Boone, Bob
Stratton, Commissioner Dom
Lawrence, Tim Deegan, Joe
Matuska, Art Hobble, Nate
Mangiris, Nick Litterio, Pat Nigro,
Gerry Rites and Jim Quinn.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

JUST IN TIME FOR THE FORCE OUT…St. Thomas third baseman Al
Antoine catches the ball just in time to get the force out on St. Anne’s John
Reynolds whose fingers are just inches away from touching the base.
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  Difference of Custom
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