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WF BOE to Interview
Seven Candidates

WESTFIELD — Arlene
Gardner, president of the
Westfield Board of Education,
announced that the next public
meeting will be on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 10, beginning at 7 p.m. at
302 Elm Street.

The business meeting will be-
gin at
7 p.m., with interviews of the
seven board candidates starting
at 8 p.m.

Following the interviews, the
school board will deliberate in
private session. Upon reaching a
decision, members will rejoin
the public and announce their
decision.

The candidates for the va-
cant board seat who have indi-
cated interest in serving the
September 2002-April 2003
term are: Beth Cassie, Jenny
Carroll, Joseph Miceli, Tho-
mas J. Pyle, Jr., Beth Reese,
William J. Sweeney and Ron
Snyder.

New Plans For South Ave. Circle
Eyed By Dept. of Transportation

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Last Thursday, representatives
were on hand from the New Jersey
State Department of Transporta-
tion (NJDOT) to discuss plans for
the South Avenue Circle in
Westfield.

Property owners had been noti-
fied of the meeting by certified
mail and other representatives from
the town were present to weigh
access changes.

John Jones, Supervisor of Access
Design for NJDOT, explained that
driveways, which are not in con-

formance with state standards, had
to be changed. Property owners
have 30 days from receipt of the
letter to appeal the decision in writ-
ing.

According to Neil Topia, who is
in charge of engineering and con-
sulting for the project, the Town of
Westfield had rejected the state’s
proposal of converting the circle
into a T-intersection. Instead, the
state has planned for a modern
roundabout with a coordinated sig-
nal system.

The traffic lights at North Av-
enue and East Broad Street, South

Avenue and West Broad Street, and
South Avenue and Westfield Av-
enue will all be coordinated.

Under the new plan, Watterson
Street will be moved to the west so
that it does not enter directly into
the circle. The yield signs will stay
in place and cars in the circle have
the right of way.

Westfield Avenue will remain a
one-way from South Avenue to First
Street. However, cars will not be
able to turn left from South Av-
enue, and drivers exiting the clean-
ers onto Westfield Avenue will be
able to turn right onto South Av-
enue.

The islands will also be ex-
panded, creating larger dividers
coming into the circle. In addition,
the ramp from North Avenue onto
East Broad Street will be narrowed
to one lane and the World War I
monument island will be expanded.

Cars coming from West Broad
Street, turning right onto South Av-
enue, will no longer be able to turn
right on red. The signal at South
and Westfield Avenues will remain
as a pedestrian light.

There will also be new traffic
lights installed by the firehouse,
where the fire department can stop
traffic when they are pulling out.

Dan Sullivan, Vice President of
The Westfield Rescue Squad, ques-
tioned the revised access to
Watterson Street. He stated his con-
cern that the ambulances would not
be able to access their driveway
from South Avenue. He also sug-
gested a signal similar to the one
planned for the firehouse, as traffic
backs up between West Broad Street
and Westfield Avenue, making it
difficult for the ambulance to ma-
neuver.

Mr. Topia stated that he needed
the specifications for the vehicles,
and that the no turn on red regula-
tion coming from West Broad Street
should alleviate the traffic. He said
that the issues can be looked into.

During the course of the meet-
ing, Traffic, Parking and Transpor-
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Tree, Vegetation Experts Offer Advice, Tips
While Drought Continues to Plague State

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Due to continuing drought condi-
tions throughout New Jersey, the
Commissioner of the Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP),
Bradley M. Campbell, announced,
on August 20, additional restrictions
on water usage.

The drought, which has plagued
New Jersey on and off for several
years, has been upgraded by the DEP
to the rank of “emergency status,”
the highest level used to measure a
drought’s severity.

According to the DEP website,

Mr. Campbell was quoted as saying,
“Eight of the last 12 months were the
driest ever recorded in New Jersey
history.”

This summer was the third hottest
recorded in 108 years, according to
information published by the Na-
tional Weather Service.

Although New Jersey’s reservoirs
returned to “at or above normal lev-
els” status in April, they have contin-
ued to decline with the continuation
of very hot weather and record low
rainfalls the DEP reported. The nor-
mal water storage level for this time
of year is approximately 92 percent,

while the current level is only at 78
percent, according to Erin Reilly,
press spokesperson for Elizabethtown
Water Company.

Stream flows and groundwater lev-
els have dropped to record lows in
the past 12 months, and 18 out of the
past 22 months have had below nor-

mal rainfall, according to the DEP’s
drought status website.

The modified restrictions include
a statewide ban on outdoor water use
including lawn watering and wash-
ing vehicles. Limited outdoor water
use is allowed for trees, plant

Westfield to Remember 9/11
With Prayers and Tributes

Mayor Gregory McDermott has
announced Westfield’s plans to com-
memorate the first anniversary of the
September 11 attack on the United
States.

“We recognize the gravity of this
day for so many in our town who
were impacted by this tremendous
national tragedy. We will commemo-
rate this day just as we did last Sep-
tember by joining together as a com-
munity in prayer and in support of all
those who need our strength and
compassion,” said Mayor
McDermott.

According to the Mayor, Westfield
will participate in a statewide ring-

ing of bells on the morning of Sep-
tember 11 to mark the times at which
the attacks took place. The Westfield
Historical Society will ring the town’s
historic bell, joined by the bell ring-
ing by the town’s houses of worship.
The first bells will sound at 8:46 a.m.
and 9:03 a.m., when the two planes
hit the World Trade Center. Flight 77
struck the Pentagon at 9:43 a.m. and
Flight 93 out of Newark was downed
in Pennsylvania at 10:10 a.m.

On the evening of the 11, an Inter-
faith Service hosted by the Westfield
Ministerium will be held at 7:30
p.m. at Temple Emanu-el. All mem-

Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
ROUND ABOUT…Vehicles pour through the South Avenue Circle from Watterson Street. According to the State
Department of Transportation, the circle will be reconstructed starting in the spring of 2004. Watterson Street will be
moved to the west.

Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
SOUP’S ON…The new and improved foods room was ready for use before the
official academic year opening at Westfield High School. The room is complete
with new counters and appliances, as well as a mirrored demonstration table.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader
BROAD STREET BUSTLE...Since late August, Westfield artist Linda Kolar has been attracting passersby to her canvas,
which has been capturing the architecture of East Broad Street near the Rialto Theater. Ms. Kolar has positioned her
easel on the sidewalk, opposite the town landmark, while managing to omit the hustle and bustle of shoppers and busy
cars that pass through the intersection.

Council Hears JIF Report;
Road Projects Completed

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At Tuesday night’s conference ses-
sion, the Westfield Town Council
received a report from the town’s
Joint Insurance Fund (JIF) represen-
tative, Jim Gruba, and the town’s
Risk Manager, Ray Vaughn, on the
status of the fund.

The JIF allows towns to purchase
insurance together, thus at a lower
cost. The JIF makes no profits, and
Mr. Vaughn is paid a 6 percent com-
mission.

Mr. Vaughn explained that insur-
ance costs have risen since Septem-
ber 11, 2001 by 50 to 100 percent.

Westfield is the second-ranked
member of the Suburban JIF, which
is rated second in the state. Ranking
is based on safety and the number of
claims filed each year.

Mr. Gruba suggested that each
member of the council attend an
employment practice liability train-
ing class given by the JIF and their
underwriter, Municipal Excess Li-

ability (MEL). He added that the
town receives $250 in return for each
member that attends.

The class will explain the chal-
lenges of insurance coverage and
allow the governing body to be better
informed on how the JIF works.

After five years of participating in
the JIF, the town receives dividends
back. Westfield is participating in its
sixth year with the JIF. The town’s
membership to the JIF expires on
December 31 of this year.

On Tuesday night, Town Adminis-
trator James Gildea announced that
all of the various road projects for
2002 have been completed.

Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh
stated that Della Pello Contracting
Company of Union completed the
projects under budget by over $4,000.

On Tuesday, the striping on
Rahway Avenue was completed and
Lawrence Avenue was paved.

Mayor Gregory McDermott
thanked Mr. Marsh, and Assistant
Engineer Kris MacAloon for all their

work.
Second Ward Republican Coun-

cilman Rafael Betancourt suggested
that since there was money left over,
Kimball Avenue between Wychwood
Road and Woodland Avenue should
be paved because residents are re-
questing work to be done.

Mayor McDermott mentioned that
residents on Birch and Colonial Av-
enues have also been requesting pav-
ing. First Ward Republican Council-
man Peter Echausse said that Madi-
son Avenue needs paving.

At next week’s public session, the
council will approve the expenditure
of over $19,000 out of the capitol
budget for mobile radios and a com-
puter server for the Westfield Police
Department.

The town will also approve a
change order for Tilcon New York,
Inc. for $3,003. Tilcon performed
work on Dudley Avenue, East and
incurred a cost increase from extra
police to direct traffic.

There will be a resolution to award
a traffic-calming contract to Wilbur
Smith Associates to perform studies
in the “ShopRite grid.”

Mayor McDermott commented
that employing Wilbur Smith would
be beneficial because then the town
could compare their work to the work
that RBA did on Rahway Avenue and
see what works best.

Mr. Gildea reported to the council
that the town received the bus it
purchased with a grant received from
the late Senator Alan Augustine. Mr.

Mountainside Schools to Open
Late Due to Contractor Delays

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

On Thursday night, more than 60
parents packed the Deerfield School
cafeteria in Mountainside to hear
when schools would open.

Board President Richard Kress
apologized for the last minute can-
cellation of Tuesday night’s meet-
ing. He explained that at approxi-
mately 5 p.m. asbestos was found in
the building, causing the building to

be closed so that it could be re-
moved.

Mr. Kress added that Deerfield
School, which is currently under
construction, is set to be open on
September 8. However, he added
that the custodial staff will need time
to prepare the school and that teach-
ers will need time to set up their
classrooms, delaying school until at
least September 16. “None of us are
happy,” he stated.

Mr. Kress explained that some of
Beechwood School was supposed to
be completed by August 25, and that
Deerfield was set to be complete for
occupancy on September 5.
Beechwood is currently planned to
be ready for occupancy on Wednes-
day, November 13.

Borough resident Susan Turner
pointed out that September 16 is
Yom Kippur and that they were show-
ing “lack of concern” for Jewish
residents by considering a school
opening on the highest of holy days.

Mr. Kress responded that it would
be taken into consideration, that Sep-
tember 16 was not set in stone, and
that September 17 would be more
likely.

Mr. Kress explained that in order
for the building to receive a certifi-
cate of occupancy the flooring and
ceilings need to be installed and bath-
rooms need to be in working order.
As of Thursday the only working
bathroom in the school was located
in the nurses’ office. Mr. Kress added
that the plumbers are currently work-
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MENTORING AND TRAINING DAY…Over 50 new teachers participated in the Westfield Teacher Institute’s three-
day orientation session, prior to the start of school.  Pictured, left to right during one of the training sessions, are: Debbie
Petz, new second grade teacher at Jefferson Elementary School; Christina Staikos, a mentor, who teaches fourth grade
at Wilson Elementary School; Melissa Marley Balsamello, new first grade teacher at Wilson School, and Scott Lipson,
new fourth grade teacher at Wilson School.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

Recent Home Sales

Recent real estate transactions are
provided by The Westfield Leader in
cooperation with the office of Tax As-
sessor Annmarie Switzer.

The first set of names or name is the
seller and the second set of names or
name is the buyer.

The sales prices are those recorded by
the Register of Deeds at the Union County
Court House complex in Elizabeth.

August 5, 2002
Stephen and Susan M. Miller to

Matthew S. and Virginia L. Quinn,
145  Dudley  Avenue ,  Wes t ,
$530,000.

Richard and Jacqueline A. Bodmer to
Matthew J. and Denise M. Salvato, 518

Cory Place, $405,000.
Eva Duelks to B&G Properties, 708

Garfield Avenue, $370,000.
James A. Holland to Akbar Moghaddas

and Shahin Parsi and Keith Farzam Parsi
and Megan Mojgon Parsi, 115 Cacciola
Place, $335,000.

Darrin L. and Margaret Coy to Gautam
and Charu Parekh, 715 Carleton Road,
$436,000.

Joyce R. Tischler to Daniel P. and Lee
Ann Verdersese, 785 Hyslip Avenue,
$520,000.

Richard F. and Judith P. Shuman to
Raymond and Patricia Martucci, 915
Willow Grove Road, $574,000.

Xiaoming Wang and Yanping Song to
Lianzhu Liang and Xiaoping Zhou, 25
Tamaques Way, $324,000.

Joshua Thomas Rogers
Named to Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Joshua Thomas
Rogers, the son of Sherry and Tom
Rogers of Westfield, was named to the
Dean’s Commendation List for the
past semester at Gettysburg College in
Pennsylvania. He will be attending
Gettysburg College again this fall.

David Roberts Receives
Dean’s Award at Colgate

WESTFIELD – Colgate Univer-
sity in Hamilton, N.Y. has reported
that David Roberts, the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Fred Roberts of Westfield,
received the Dean’s Award for aca-
demic excellence during the spring
2002 semester.

A member of the Class of 2003,
David graduated Westfield High
School in 1999. He is concentrating
his studies in computer science and
mathematics at Colgate.

Coltrera, Gordon Earn
Dean’s List Recognition

WESTFIELD – Roanoke College
in Salem, Va. has reported that Westfield
residents Lauren Coltrera and
Jacqueline Gordon have been named to
the spring 2002 Dean’s List. Lauren is
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Coltrera. Jacqueline is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Gordon.
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RON BANSKY
715 CENTRAL AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
908 301 0711

Allstate New Jersey Insurance Company, Bridgewater, New Jersey.
Allstate Life Insurance Company, Home Office: Northbrook, Illinois.
© 2002 Allstate Insurance Company

You’re in good hands.
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South Avenue
Circle Plans

SUSAN CHECCHIO
Sales Associate

NJAR Million Dollar Club - Gold Level 2001
E mail:  suechecchio@coldwellbanker.com

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555  ext. 199
(908) 301-2014  Direct Line

EXPERIENCE  •  TRUST  •  RELIABILITY

Buying or selling a home requires a creative,
pro-active, full service system.

“Sue provides a level of service unlike most others.  Her attention to detail, negotiating ability
and dedication have served her clients well,” stated Michael Scott, Manager

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
thers expect more.

�
REALTOR®
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Tree, Vegetation Experts Offer
Advice As Drought Continues

beddings and newly laid sod associ-
ated with new construction.

Watering of vegetation other than
lawns will continue on an odd-even
basis with some exceptions. Addi-
tionally, the serving of water in res-
taurants, unless requested, continues
to be prohibited, the DEP announced.
Outdoor use of water for ornamental
or aesthetic purposes, including foun-
tains, waterfalls and reflecting pools
also continues to be prohibited.

On Friday, Mr. Campbell issued a
letter to local enforcement authori-
ties, emphasizing the drought emer-
gency status and the importance of
enforcing the drought restrictions.
Penalties may include fines of $1,000
or imprisonment.

Some businesses that rely on water
have been the hardest hit by the
drought. Greenhouses, nurseries and
small farms have been struggling to
keep their heads above the lack of
water.

Randall Miller, Manager of Parker
Greenhouses in Scotch Plains told
The Westfield Leader that, with wa-
ter restrictions in place, homeowners
are less likely to purchase new
plantings. It is important for the
public to realize that new plantings,
new sod and even older trees can be
watered on odd-even days, he ex-
plained.

Mr. Miller said that he has been
seeing an increasing number of trees
showing signs of severe dehydration
this summer because many
homeowners may not realize they
are permitted to water on odd-even
days.

The signs of dehydration to watch
for, according to Mr. Miller, in-
clude leaves falling off prior to the
fall months and small branches
breaking off. By the time larger
branches dry out and crumble, it
may be too late to save a dying tree,
he said.

Plants and trees should be watered
in the morning, when it is cooler out,
Mr. Miller advised. Watering at night
can lead to diseases, such as fungal
problems. He added that a thorough
watering, which saturates the ground,
is more beneficial than just a sprin-
kling everyday.

“Mulching can also help by keep-
ing the ground water from evaporat-
ing,” he suggested.

Gary Venitelli, one of the partners
of Don’s Tree Service, has also no-
ticed more dehydrated and dying
trees this summer.

“A large tree’s root system is as
wide as its canopy,” Mr. Venitelli
pointed out. “For this reason, it is
difficult to adequately water a very
large tree.”

“Keeping trees pruned and mulch-
ing can help, but adequate water is
the most important ingredient to a
tree’s health,” he stated. “Dry, weak
trees are more susceptible to insect

damage.”
“When the ground is hard and dry,

the water rolls right off and doesn’t
seep into the tree roots,” said Scott
Erhlicher, a supervisor with the
Westfield Department of Public
Works. For that reason, a long steady
rainfall is more beneficial than a
short downpour.

“We’ve lost a few of the 75 trees
that we planted this spring,” Mr.
Ehrlicher reported.

He said that some species of trees
can handle the drought better than
other species.

“We really won’t know which trees
will survive this drought until the
spring. It will depend on whether we
have a dry or wet fall,” he said.

As far as the park fields are con-
cerned, overuse is much more dam-
aging than dry weather, Mr. Ehrlicher
stated.

Some trees have very deep roots,
such as the mighty oak and tulip
tree, explained Martin Schmiede,
owner of Schmiede Landscapers.
They are less susceptible to drought
because their roots reach down into
the water table. While other trees,
such as sweet gum and maple, have
shallow roots and need ground wa-
ter saturation, he added. In addition
to watering early in the morning, he
advised hoeing and tilling the ground
to improve water absorption around
the roots.

Ray Poerio, Director of Recre-
ation in Scotch Plains, said that the
lower fall temperatures should help
the foliage and improve the damage
done by the severely hot summer.

All of the landscapers suggested
that homeowners call their local nurs-
ery or tree service if they have any
questions about caring for their
plantings and trees.

Additional drought restrictions and
regulations can be found on the DEP’s
drought website, www.njdrought.org,
or by calling the DEP at (800) 448-
7379.
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Tributes
bers of the public are invited to par-
ticipate.

“Westfield will remember the trag-
edy as a community on Saturday,
September 21, when the September
11 Memorial Park is officially dedi-
cated. The park will honor the 12
men who were raised in our town or
who lived in Westfield at the time.
The newly created park will provide
a lasting and meaningful tribute to
the members of our community and
to the larger family of victims who
perished on that day,” said the Mayor.

The evening dedication of the park,
which is located at the intersection
of North Avenue and East Broad
Street, will begin at 6 p.m. and is
open to the public.

Members of Westfield’s uniformed
personnel will provide around-the-
clock honor guards at the park, be-
ginning on Friday, September 20, at
9 a.m., and concluding at the start of
the ceremony.

A “Walk for Dads” is also sched-
uled on September 21, from 9 a.m. to
12 p.m. The walkathon will raise
funds for the park and will be held at
Mindowaskin Park. All of Westfield’s
elementary schoolchildren have been
invited to participate in the event
dedicated to the memories of the
Westfield fathers who were lost one
year ago.

Information on the walkathon is
available through the elementary
schools.

tation Committee Chairman and
Second Ward Councilman Rafael
Betancourt, said that the state had
not taken into account the plans for
the parking deck on South Avenue,
and the change in traffic patterns
that will occur.

A conversation also ensued re-
garding making Westfield Avenue
a two-way from South Avenue to
First Street. The state representa-
tives, who were present at the meet-
ing, said that it is not in their juris-
diction and deferred the issue to
the town.

The project is due to begin con-
struction in the spring of 2004.

 

National “Exemplary School” for Upper School laptop in-
tegration into curriculum 
National winner Alan Shepard Technology in Education 
award 
Intentionally small classes, PK-12  
Enriched curriculum 
Award winning teachers 
100% College Placement including Dartmouth, Lehigh, 
Loyola, Northwestern, Rutgers, St. Joseph’s, Trinity, Tufts, 
U Penn, U Richmond 
Involved, engaged, diverse student body 

 
Visit our website 

 

at 
 

www.whschool.org 
 

or call us at 
 

908-754-1882 
 

to 
 

schedule a tour. 

1295 Inman Avenue, Edison, New Jersey 08820 
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 JIF Report

SATURDAY, AUGUST 24
• Richard L. Young, 55, of Bound

Brook was arrested at a restaurant on
North Avenue, West, and charged with
defiant trespass, for allegedly entering
the establishment after being asked not
to return. He was released on his own
recognizance with a summons.

Young was arrested again two days
later at an Elm Street eatery and charged
with disorderly conduct. He was held in
lieu of $1,000 bail.

MONDAY, AUGUST 26
• Joseph Jones, 19, of Cranford, along

with a 16-year-old male juvenile from
Union, were arrested at North and
Edgewood Avenues and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana. Jones was released
with a summons. The juvenile was turned
over to the custody of his parents.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 27
• Jayashiel Kakileti, 50, of Westfield

was arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated at South Avenue and
Cacciola Place. He was released to a
responsible party.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 28
• Three 13-year-old Westfield youths

were arrested and charged with the theft
of chrome valve stem caps from a motor
vehicle parked within the 400 block of
North Avenue. They were released to the
custody of their parents.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 29
• A South Avenue business reported

the theft of $250 worth of bicycle parts
from the store.

• Richard Young, 55, of Bound Brook
was arrested and charged with disor-
derly conduct in the 400 block of North
Avenue, West. He was held in lieu of
$2,000 bail.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 1
• As the result of a motor vehicle

accident at Dudley Avenue and Prospect
Street, Chauncey Green, 34, of
Somerville was arrested and charged
with driving under the influence, pos-
session of drugs, providing false infor-
mation to police, parole violation and
driving with a revoked license.

He was transported to the Union
County Jail, where he was being held in
lieu of $13,000 bail.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
• Pamela Gross, 25, of Westfield was

arrested at the intersection of North
Avenue and Clark Street and charged
with driving while intoxicated. She was
subsequently released to a responsible
party.

• Kelan Doyle, 20, and Joseph Santos,
18, both of Westfield, were arrested in
the 800 block of Central Avenue and
charged with possession of a suspected
controlled dangerous substance. Santos
was issued a summons and released,
while Doyle was held in lieu of bail.

ing and that the carpenters would be
behind them.

Most of the blame for the projects
falling behind fell upon the contrac-
tor, Ciro Randazzo Builders, Inc. No
representatives for the company were
present at Thursday night’s meeting.

Many parents had questions re-
garding the school calendar, whether
the date of occupancy was reliable
and what action could be taken against
the contractor.

Mr. Kress expressed the board’s
unhappiness with Ciro Randazzo
Builders, Inc. and explained that their
contract includes a penalty clause,
which stipulates that the contractor is
fined $1,000 a day per building that
the project is delayed.

He also explained that the school
calendar could not be decided until a
start date was finalized, and that op-
tions included taking away vacation
time, and going to school on Satur-
days in order to include the required
180 days, but that nothing has been
decided.

Mr. Kress added that if the board
had exhausted all efforts to hold 180
days of classroom instruction, they
could then apply to the Commis-
sioner of Education for a waiver, but
that was unlikely.

According to Mr. Kress, Ciro
Randazzo Builders had said that they
would work all shifts, and seven days
to get the school done on time, and
that it was not happening. He said that
there were problems getting materi-
als, as well as a problem getting the
appropriate number of laborers, since
so many schools in the area are doing
construction.

Project Architect James Ruban, Jr.,
said that he had called a meeting with
the sub-contractors in order to coor-
dinate the project and then the con-
tractor called the sub-contractors and
told them not to go.

Resident Bruce Meyer questioned
if the EDA should be contracted re-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

garding having Ciro Randazzo Build-
ers disbarred from doing school con-
struction in the future.

Mr. Kress responded that the board
attorney was looking into options and
that the New Jersey Economic Devel-
opment Authority (EDA) was well
aware of the problems that had arisen.

Police Chief and Borough Admin-
istrator James Debbie asked what the
worst case scenario would be if they
were to fire the contractor now and go
out of re-bid.

Frank Geiger responded that if those
actions were taken, schools would
open on January 1, 2003.

Though the board declined to com-
ment on exactly what legal measures
had been taken against the contractor
as of last Thursday night’s meeting,
they did concede that work had been
completed because of those measures
and that they are looking into further
legal action.

Chief School Administrator Dr.
Gerard Schaller stated that informa-
tion on the school opening would be
posted on the website.

In other business, the test results for
mold in one of the trailers, though
officially would not be available for
five days, came back negative. There
was more mold outside than there was
in the trailer. Dr. Schaller said that the
trailer was fogged anyway.

Mountainside Schools to Open
Late Due to Contractor Delays

Syracuse Program
Includes Barrett

WESTFIELD – Westfield resident
Rebecca Barrett joined fellow pupils
in completing Syracuse University’s
six-week Summer College program
held earlier this summer.

Rebecca participated in the Acting
and Musical Theater program.

Summer College at Syracuse Uni-
versity allowed Rebecca to participate
in one of 10 six-week academic pro-
grams taught by Syracuse University
faculty. Rebecca lived on campus in
Syracuse University residence halls
and earned six or seven college credits
within the program of her choice.

Gildea said that the bus, as well as the
Seniors in Motion bus, should be up
and running by the end of the year.
Both buses will be run by the Red
Cross in conjunction with the town.

Mr. Gildea added that he felt the
committee headed by Linda Maggio
would be the best one to oversee the
program.

Mr. Echausse gave a report on the
Building and Town Property Commit-
tee. The town has been approached to
sell a few pieces of property he stated.

The first piece of property is a trian-
gular strip of land on North Avenue,
where residents on both sides of the
property had expressed interest in it.
Mr. Echausse stated that it would be
sold with a stipulation that the land
cannot be subdivided. The town would
accept no less than $51,300, and the
only homeowner that responded of-
fered the town $13,000.

The second piece of property is a
wooded area on East Grove Street
across from the tennis courts. Mr.
Echausse said that the committee is
denying the request because it has the
potential for a mini subdivision and
there are not many wooded areas in
that section of town.

The town was also approached to
sell two pieces of property on Sherman
Street between Morris Avenue and
Union Street.

Mr. Echausse questioned Mr. Marsh
to find out if the properties were in a
wetland area.

Mr. Marsh stated that they are not,
but that they are just above the top bank
of the retention basin.

The request came from a town resi-
dent, who would like to bring their
family in from New York.

Mr. Gildea stated the question of
whether a structure could be built on
the lots as they are both oddly sized.

Councilman Betancourt questioned
why the town would sell the land con-
tiguous with the retention basin when
the lease with Cranford is up next year.
He added that the town has still not
seen proof of payment from Cranford
since they requested it this spring.
Residents have been complaining about
rodents and that Cranford has not been
maintaining the property.

First Ward Democratic Councilman
Carl Salisbury reported on the Laws
and Rules Committee. He said that the
committee is ready to enforce the news
rack ordinance.

The committee has also unanimously
agreed on a porch ordinance. The new
ordinance will provide a uniform slid-
ing scale allowing residents to keep
existing porches and to add new
porches.

The committee also discussed an
ordinance to prohibit granting contracts
to professional businesses that con-
tribute more than a certain dollar
amount to political candidates and par-
ties. The matter will be further dis-
cussed at a later date.

The council is expected to unani-
mously approve a resolution declaring
this September 11, as “Always Re-
member Day” at their public meeting
on Tuesday, September 10.


