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God Reveals Himself to Us
In Ordinary Events of Life
By MSGR. WILLIAM C. HARMS

We often say to ourselves:
I ought to pray, I have a need to

pray,
I want to pray, but I simply don’t

know how,
I would like to pray, but I don’t

have time.
I wish I could pray more, but I find

prayer boring,
I don’t have the courage.
The hours go by, the days and

weeks pass too quickly, or too slowly.
And all the time we are aware of this
longing, this need to pray, this un-
easy feeling deep within us, which
can surface when there is a lull in the
storms of life, or when failures and
hard knocks leave us battered, and
bruised, and we shout HELP!

At these moments we search for
God, we want to meet him; we want
to ask for his help, we want to ex-
press our feelings. When we find it
hard to pray, we need to ask God to
help us to pray. Some of the time we
succeed in praying, but it’s not easy
for us, and we are uncertain of the
results.

Driving through Westfield this
summer, I watched the prayer of

many people hard at work erecting a
memorial to the people in town lost
in the World Trade Center tragedy of
September 11, 2001.

I have seen young and mature men
and women moving soil, handling
boulders, planting, planning and
shedding a significant amount of
sweat. Why? Because the commu-
nity wants to remember. Remember
friends, family, neighbors who are a
part of the community’s fabric.

We remember with stone memori-
als, we remember with services such
as the town-wide ecumenical service
scheduled for September 11, 2002 at
7:30 p.m. at Temple Emanu-El on
East Broad Street. We remember with
pictures, stories and special moments
in time.

All of these expressions of memory
are important and greatly appreci-
ated. In particular, I want to thank
those behind the 9/11 memorial on
our town circle. It is an effort appre-
ciated by this resident, and I am
confident by most others.

Another way we can remember is
in prayer. We often ask for this or
that. In remembering, we may seek
the strength to endure the loss of
those who have died. We may ask
God for the ability to move forward.
We may ask for the wisdom to at-
tempt to understand. We may seek to
find peace within ourselves when
facing the chaos of the World Trade
Center tragedy.

The list of needs may seem end-
less. We can also pray to thank God
for the gift of belief that helps us
through this time of difficulty.

God walks with us. He pleads with
us to work with him, and with his
Spirit of love. But our eyes are closed
and all too often we look for him in
heaven, among the clouds of our
imaginings, or we get carried away
by our sentiments and emotions.
When this happens, we are in danger
of missing him as he passes by us.

I see God in those laboring on
rocks, plantings and stone, working
to remember those killed at the World
Trade Center.

All too often we are blind and we
do not see God in the ordinary things
of life. We are deaf and we do not
hear him encouraging us as we go
about our daily lives. We should be
asked to be healed of our blindness,
and our deafness. Then we will be
able to talk to him, linking the world,
the human family, with what is hap-
pening in the world.

I pray that we are not so busy
looking for answers, and miss God as
he passes by. May we always be
linked to him, through our own lives,
through the lives of our brothers and
sisters, and the life of the world. On
the September 11th anniversary, let
us pray for each other, and for all
who were lost that day.

*  *  *  *  *
Monsignor Harms is Pastor at St.

Helen’s Roman Catholic Church, lo-
cated at 1600 Rahway Avenue in
Westfield.

Willow Grove Announces
Festivities This Sunday

First Baptist Offers
Group For Singles

WESTFIELD – Widowed, di-
vorced or never-married individuals
over age 45 are invited to come to the
First Baptist Church in Westfield on
Sundays at 9 a.m. for coffee, cake
and discussions dealing with single
living.

Other activities include winter
movie nights, summer picnics and
holiday get-togethers, among other
events. All are welcome.

Meetings are held in the lower
level meeting room of the church,
located at 170 Elm Street. A $2 dona-
tion is requested. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 889-5265 or
(908) 889-4751.

Dr. Peter Rabins to Speak
At Seminar on Alzheimer’s

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church will kick
off its fall schedule this Sunday, Sep-
tember 8, with events held through-
out the day.

Children of all ages will be wel-
comed back into the classrooms at 9
a.m. with special fun activities and
an overview of plans for the coming
months.

The congregation’s youngest mem-
bers will be cared for throughout the
morning in the Children’s Ark Nurs-
ery.

Fellowship Time with refreshments

will be held from 10 to 10:30 a.m.,
after which everyone is invited to
gather outside on the steps and in the
parking lot. With singing led by the
choir, they will then proceed into the
church’s newly redecorated and re-
furbished sanctuary.

The Reverend Kenneth Hetzel,
Pastor, will conduct the worship ser-
vice, presenting a sermon that will
focus on “New Life” after a year of
mourning and soul-searching since
last September 11.

The service will also include Holy
Communion and the blessing of all
teachers and students. Junior activi-
ties will be held for children ages
four through nine.

Through Willow Grove’s affilia-
tion with the Interfaith Coalition for
the Homeless of Union County, 14
homeless guests will be arriving at
the church in the early afternoon to
stay for the ensuing week.

At 1 p.m. on Sunday, everyone is
invited to the annual Willow Grove
Church Family Picnic, to be held this
year in LaGrande Park in Fanwood.
Attendees are invited to bring lawn
chairs, a dessert or appetizer. Basic
picnic food, beverages and ice cream
will be available.

Willow Grove Presbyterian Church
is located at 1961 Raritan Road and
provides equipment to aid the hear-
ing-impaired.

SUMMIT – Dr. Peter Rabins, co-
author of “The 36-Hour Day,” will
speak at a free seminar on Alzheimer’s
disease on Thursday, September 19,
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in Overlook
Hospital’s Wallace Auditorium. The
hospital is located at 99 Beauvoir
Avenue in Summit.

Dr. Rabins is Director of Geriatric
and Neuropsychiatry at John Hopkins
Department of Medicine and National
Institute of Mental Health Principal
Study Investigator on Alzheimer’s ef-

fect in the community. The program
will be co-sponsored by Brighton
Gardens by Marriott and Overlook
Hospital’s Senior Contact and Com-
munity Health Departments.

He will discuss treatments and main-
taining quality of life for a person with
Alzheimer’s. “The 36-Hour Day” will be
available for purchase and Dr. Rabins will
sign copies after the program. Registra-
tion and refreshments will take place at
6:30 p.m. Pre-registration is required and
may be done by calling (908) 654-4460.

Scotch Plains Women
Reveal Meeting Date
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Woman’s Club, a member of
the General Federation of Women’s
Clubs, will hold its first meeting of
the club year on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 11, at the Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club in Scotch Plains.

A light lunch will be served at
noon, with Elfriede Bunger serving
as Hospitality Chairwoman, assisted
by Mary Loh, Margaret Triano and
Marie Cammack. The program will
follow at 1 p.m. Visitors are wel-
come to attend.

Program Chairwoman Edith
Czeropski will introduce Marilyn
Vidovich of Women for Women of
Union County. She will explain the
organization and the various topics
with which it is concerned.

Lectures to Address
Coping With Grief
SCOTCH PLAINS – “Journey

Through Grief,” a six-week lecture
series designed to assist those who
recently experienced the death of a
loved one will be held at the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.

Meetings will be held on Thurs-
days, September 19 to October 24,
from 7:30 to 9 p.m. The program
will be sponsored by the Center for
Hope Hospice and Palliative Care
in Linden.

The series is offered free of charge
and refreshments will follow each
program. All are welcome. For fur-
ther information, please call the
Center for Hope Hospice and Pal-
liative Care at (908) 486-0700.

WESTFIELD – The First Baptist
Church, located at 170 Elm Street in
Westfield, will hold “Rally Day” on
Sunday, September 8, along with the
start-up of fall choral and educational
opportunities during its Sunday programs.

Senior Minister, the Reverend Dee
Dee Turlington, will lead a com-
bined children’s class that day, en-
titled “Weaving Our Stories and
God’s Story.” It will take place from
9:15 to 10:15 a.m. in the lower level
of the church.

The same theme will continue during
the 10:30 a.m. worship service, with
special application to the effects of the
September 11, 2001 attacks on America.

The Reverend Lou Ruprecht will
lead an adult forum discussion on
“September 11 a year Later,” begin-

ning at 9:15 a.m. in the church lounge.
Coffee will be available at 9 a.m.

An alternative adult Bible Study
called “Journeys” will also be held at
9 a.m. in the church library.

The adult Chancel Choir will re-
hearse at 10 a.m. and sing during the
September 8 worship service. The
Youth Choir will rehearse at 5:15
p.m. that day, to be followed by
supper and group activities for grades
6 through 12 from 6 to 7:30 p.m.

The Cherub Choir, for pre-school
through second grade, and Choris-
ters, for those in third to fifth grades,
will begin rehearsals at 9 a.m. on
Sunday, September 15.

All church choirs and programs
are open to the public and newcom-
ers are always welcome. For more
information, please call (908) 233-
2278 or visit www.fbcwestfield.org.

Fanwood Lions Collect
Used Hearing Aids,

Eyeglasses For Needy
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Li-

ons Club has invited area residents to
turn in their old eyeglasses and hear-
ing aids to benefit those in need.

These items may be deposited in
the receptacle with the Lions’ em-
blem on South Avenue in Fanwood,
near the Millennium Clock, and at
the new receptacle at the Fanwood
Recycling Center on North Avenue.

All eyeglasses and hearing aids
will be given to Eyes for the
Needy in Short Hills, where they
will be checked for prescription,
refurbished and given to over 20
organizations, which in turn dis-
tribute them internationally to the
needy.

First Baptist Fall Schedule
To Begin With ‘Rally Day’

Church to Recognize
Public Servants’ Work
CRANFORD – The Calvary

Lutheran Church, located at 108
Eastman Street in Cranford, will join
Lutheran Churches across New Jer-
sey to observe “Public Servant Rec-
ognition Sunday” on September 15.

Calvary Lutheran has extended
special invitations to local
firefighters, rescue squad members,
police officers and area emergency
management personnel to attend a
celebratory worship service at 11
a.m. that day.

Uniformed representatives of these
units are scheduled to take part in the
service. The public is invited to attend.

“Calvary wants to recognize those
who gave their energy, talent and
support around September 11, 2001
and who continue to give compas-
sionate service to our communities
each day,” explained the Reverend
Carol A. Lindsay, who will conduct
the service.

In addition, New Jersey Lutheran
churches will display banners that read,
“Remembering 9/11/01 — The
Lutheran Church Gives Thanks For
Those Who Respond in Love and Duty.”

Support Group to Meet
Monday at St. Helen’s

WESTFIELD – A support group
for those caring for elderly or
chronically ill loved ones will hold
its next meeting on Monday, Sep-
tember 9.

Meetings are held on the first
non-holiday Monday of each
month at 8 p.m. in the Parish Cen-
ter of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church on Lamberts Mill Road in
Westfield.

These are information and shar-
ing sessions. For more informa-
tion, please call Marilyn Ryan at
(908) 232-1867.

LIMOUSINE / CAR SERVICE
The only FULL SERVICE Limo Co. in
Union County in business for 31 years

Our 31st year in business
♦ Lincoln Town Cars ♦ 15 Passenger Luxury Vans ♦ Stretch Limousines

(908) 272-8698

(908) 272-8698

EXPIRES  11/01/02

Our 31 years in
business.

Use this coupon on
your next trip to
the airport.

$5OFF
TO NEWARK

AIRPORT

• Criminal Defense - Federal & State
• Complex Civil Litigation
• DWI & Municipal Court

ROBERT G. STAHL, Esq.
Former Federal Prosecutor

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel: (908) 301-9001       Fax: (908) 301-9008

STAHLESQ@BELLATLANTIC.NET
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Certified H.S. Teachers

Scotch Plains,
Summit, Edison

& Metuchen
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SERVICES CENTER
1-800-762-8378

www.esctestprep.com

 Good News
“For we are not wrestling with flesh and blood, contending
only with physical opponents, but against the depotisms,
against the powers, against the master spirits who are the
world rulers of this present darkness, against the spirit
forces of wickedness in the heavenly (supernatural) sphere.”

EPHESIANS 6:12        THE GOSPEL
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WESTFIELD – Members of the
community are invited to attend ser-
vices for the High Holydays at the
Union County Torah Center in
Westfield.

The service and prayer books will be
in Hebrew and English. All Jews, re-
gardless of religious background, knowl-
edge or level of observance, are wel-
come. Babysitting will be available.

The Torah Center will hold a Tashlich
service on the second day of Rosh
Hashanah, Sunday, September 8, at
Mindowaskin Park. Open to the pub-
lic, it will take place at the conclusion
of the prayer services, at approximately
1:30 to 2 p.m.

It is a Jewish custom that on Rosh
Hashanah, following the afternoon
prayer, individuals visit a body of wa-
ter or pond containing live fish and
recite the “Tashlich” prayers, in which
they “cast away” their sins.

There will also be a special Shofar
blowing for those who did not have a
chance to hear it earlier.

For more information and a registra-
tion form, please call the Torah Center
at (908) 789-5252. The center is lo-
cated at 418 Central Avenue.

Torah Center to Hold
High Holydays Services

Westfield Clergy Plan
September 11 Service

WESTFIELD – All citizens are
invited to attend “September 11:
Remembrance and Hope,” a wor-
ship service to be held at 7:30 p.m.
on Wednesday, September 11, at
Temple Emanu-El, located at 756
East Broad Street in Westfield.

The memorial service, planned
and conducted by members of the
clergy in Westfield, is intended to
provide an opportunity for mourn-
ing and healing through prayer, read-
ings, hymns and candle lighting.

School Program Openings
Still Available at JCC

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey, Wilf Jewish Community
Campus has announced that limited
openings are still available in its Nurs-
ery School and Kindergarten programs
for the 2002-2003 school year.

Children who will be turning 2, 3
or 4 years old before Tuesday, Octo-
ber 1, are eligible for enrollment. To
learn about the program or schedule
an appointment, please call Susan
Bennett, Early Childhood Director,

at (908) 889-8800, extension no. 204.
Visitors will have an opportunity

to tour the entire facility and see the
classrooms. Registration is also avail-
able for JCC extended day classes,
Parent and Tot classes, Let’s Take a
Break classes and other Early Child-
hood programs.

Interested individuals may visit
the registration desk at the JCC  to
obtain a copy of the Fall Program
Guide, which describes all course
offerings. The Wilf Jewish Com-
munity Campus is located at 1391
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

WINNING TEAM…Boy Scout Troop No. 79 of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield spent a week in July at Sabattis Adventure Camp in the
Adirondack Mountains of New York. Twenty-one boys earned more than 40
Merit Badges and advancement in rank. They also earned the Cleanest Camp-
site Award, a Conservation Award and third place in the Paul Bunyan
Outdoorsman competition. Robbie Eckman earned first place in the Physical
Iron Man competition, Chris Coriasco placed second in the Archery competi-
tion and Jonathan Russell took second in the Rifle competition.


