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Diction Deception

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions come
from the board game Diction Decep-
tion.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Titubate – To stumble or stagger
2. Instauration – Renewal or restora-

tion
3. Miniate – To paint with red lead
4. Perkin – A kind of weak cider

PERSE
1. A wigmaker or hairdresser
2. To pierce
3. Grayish blue
4. Persecute; oppress

ORGULOUS
1. Proud; haughty
2. Awkward; clumsy
3. Pertaining to overindulgence in any

activity
4. Communicating knowledge; sys-

tematically investigating
POLTROON

1. A Russian silver half ruble
2. A busybody
3. Cowardly; comtemptible
4. A person who speaks with several

languages
PANEGYRIS

1. In biology, the cessation of natural
selection in a generation

2. A public meeting or festival
3. Unmaneagable; uncontrollable
4. Capable of doing any kind of work;

universally skilled
Answers will appear in next week’s

issue.

A Year After September 11, We Continue
To Come Together as a Nation of Strength

One year ago next week, our nation and each of us
individually were changed forever by an unimagin-
able tragedy. Last September 11 had begun typi-
cally, yet by noon we were mourning the loss of
several thousand of our fellow citizens and reeling
from the shock of having been attacked on our home
soil.

Devastated but not defeated, America that very
day began rising from the ashes of Ground Zero in a
steady ascent as a nation united. It has been a long
and arduous journey, particularly for those who lost
loved ones in the attacks and for those who labored
for months in the wake of the tragedies as part of
rescue and recovery efforts.

How were we able to recoup after such crushing
blows, not just to our cities but our overall sense of
security? Even more than military might or geo-
graphic size, we believe the answer lies in our
resiliency and unity as a people — forged in us
during the Colonial era and more visible than ever
today. We are the United States of America.

Through war and peace, prosperity and hardship,
Americans have for more than 225 years stood
together as a nation. We may not all share the same
beliefs, but we share the same commitment to the
cornerstones of democracy and freedom on which
our country was founded, and remain unbowed by
those seeking to destroy that foundation.

Next Wednesday, we will come together as a
nation once again to commemorate the first anniver-
sary of last year’s tragic events. We will remember

the people who were lost and comfort the survivors;
salute police, firefighters and rescue squad person-
nel for their heroism in the face of sudden catastro-
phe, and reflect on how the horrors of September 11
shaped our own lives.

In our local area alone, many observances are
planned. One such event is an interfaith worship
service to be held at 7:30 p.m. at Temple Emanu-El
in Westfield. Organized by Westfield clergy, the
service will eschew speeches or sermons in favor of
prayer, scripture readings and music, as well as a
candle lighting ceremony.

That same evening, services will be held at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman Catholic Church
in Scotch Plains and at Redeemer Lutheran Church
and School in Westfield, both also at 7:30 p.m.
Additionally that day, All Saints’ Episcopal Church
in Scotch Plains will hold two worship services, one
at 9 a.m. and the other at 7 p.m.

A candlelight vigil, sponsored by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, will take place on
Wednesday as well, beginning at 8 p.m. on the great
lawn of Echo Lake Park in Mountainside.

We encourage area residents to come together – just
as we did one year ago – by attending at least one of
these commemorative events. As we continue to cope
with and recover from this national tragedy, we need
to be able to share our grief and to turn to each other
for support. By joining in this way, we continue to
gather the strength we need to build for the future, as
one family, one community, one nation united.

We Must Not Let Trade Center Tragedy
Create Culture of Hatred, Fear

Our people know there’s grief to face as the scope
of this senseless, horrific matter becomes known.
We’re solemn now. But, face it we will. We will be
together; with all our heart, all our humanity and,
most assuredly, with all our strength and resolve.

Our leaders are organizing emergency manage-
ment. Our institutions are caring for those in need.
Individuals are doing what they need to do. There are
thousands of volunteers lined up to help. Have every
confidence in them. Believe in yourself.

Sadly, while writing this editorial, a lady in her
30s, walked into our office proposing an alternate
point of view to this mass murder. We listened in
disbelief and told her that we’re on deadline at the
moment. Her response was something we can’t print.

With all the tolerance imaginable to us, it’s difficult
to find room for the inhumanity of her thoughts. With
all the tolerance imaginable to us, there is absolutely
no room for the inhumanity of the events of Septem-
ber 11, 2001.

As Americans and as a democracy, we’re com-
prised of all peoples of the world, blessed with
freedom. We have individual rights and responsibili-
ties. We have respect for our fellow man. For those
that have no respect for their fellow man, can they be
called Americans?

Let’s not be guided by fear and hatred. For, if we
are, then our attackers have won. Simply said, we’re
“the land of the free and the home of the brave.” Let’s
act that way — we know we will.

Editorial and Cartoon of September 13, 2001

Provide Your Thoughts
You are invited to send an e-mail for publica-

tion next week in our newspaper. We will pub-
lish two pages devoted solely to public com-
ments for the one year commemoration of Sep-
tember 11. We are asking for submissions lim-
ited to 50 words. Consider what you would like
future generations to know about how you felt

and about what you saw that day. Think of it as
what you would want someone 10 years from
now to read. If we run out of space, everything
will be included on the Internet. Please include
your name, town, state and occupation. Send
your e-mail by September 7 to
editor@goleader.com

HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

People and Things We Enjoy
Can Be Sources of Inspiration

A sad reader writes: Please discuss
the word “inspiration” for me. You are
a person who is knee-deep in other
people’s problems — talking to them,
writing to or about them, speaking
about how to do this or that in order to
survive. Isn’t this depressing?

In addition, the world around us is
filled with gloom; there are no heroes
or role models to look up to. Corrup-
tion and the threat of terrorism abounds;
heads of industries manipulate funds
and retire with millions; Martha
Stewart gets into trouble; Ann Landers
dies and we find out that she and her
sister had their own crazy competitive
problems.

My question is to you: how do you
cope and survive all this? And of equal
importance, from where do you get
your feelings of joy and hope, and
most of all, inspiration?

Answer: Good question. There are
days that I feel overwhelmed by it all
— the stresses and responsibilities feel
monumental. Sometimes I want to sit
back and want to feel helpless so that
I don’t have to cope.

However (and that’s a big however),
I have a strong feeling of resiliency, an
appreciation for the assets I have: fairly
good health, friends I care about and
know they care about me, family mem-
bers who are precious and loving, a
healthy mind (I hope) and an apprecia-
tion for what I have achieved in life.

In addition, and most of all, I love
interacting with others, and I try to
bring to others a feeling that life and
self satisfaction are valuable priori-
ties, and that once we understand and
value ourselves, we can develop cop-
ing skills to make things better.

If you can’t feel better on your own,
seek professional counseling. If you
want to add an additional dimension to
your life, reach out to help someone.
These activities can and frequently do
help to “lighten the load.”

A weary father writes: Several
months ago, there was a lot of public-
ity about the Mets baseball player Mike
Piazza. The media had a ball focusing
on all the allegations that he was gay.
I feel Mike’s private life is his own
business. In the midst of all of this, my
son, age 18, came to my wife and me
and announced that he is gay and, like
Mike Piazza, he is entitled to be who
he wants to be.

I tried to explain that Mike is a
celebrity and is older and more experi-
enced than my son, but “Joel” (dis-
guised name) said he had always been
attracted to boys and this will not
change.

We took him to several therapists
and religious leaders whom we respect
and the results were always the same:
Joel’s “condition” is a biological one;
he does not want to change; he will not
change. It is very difficult for us to
accept this. Do you have any advice?

Answer: If you felt comfortable with
one of the therapists or pastoral coun-
selors, I would encourage you and your
wife to see him/her. Joel might even
agree to join you in some meetings.
Some focal points to look at would
include:

1) Since Joel is comfortable and has
decided that he is gay, accept this and
try to have open communication re-
garding his feelings, relationships,
goals in friendships, etc.

2) Do not see it as a “condition”
(which would make Joel feel differ-
ent), but rather as a personal sexual
preference based on biological and,
possibly, other factors. Never ques-
tion “Where did we go wrong?”

3) Joel loves you, you love him,
that’s all that counts.

4) Try to strengthen a nonjudgmental
attitude. Life, too often, is difficult for
our young adults; offer him as much
support as you can. This is difficult for
most parents because we live in a het-
erosexual society. We want to protect

those we love from pain, so we (often)
try to have our children fit into a pat-
tern of behavior in which they are safe
and accepted.

You be the strong parent who will be
there for your child when he needs
you, without attempting to judge, over-
protect or criticize.

A troubled wife writes: My hus-
band is angry at my son and me be-
cause he (my son) loves sports and he
loves music but my husband insists
that he spend his time excelling in all
sports — football, basketball, soccer.
My son, “Bobby” (disguised name),
just wants to enjoy any sport he’s in;
he loves music and is learning to play
the saxophone and is part of a small
band.

My husband, who has always been a
sports nut, says Bobby won’t have time
to do both. He’s on Bobby’s back to
concentrate only on sports, feeling this
will help develop self-discipline and
“good, solid character.” I don’t under-
stand my husband’s attitude.

Answer: There are, probably, two
reasons to explain your husband’s atti-
tude. First, he may want Bobby to
succeed in order to make up for some
unfulfilled dreams and goals he had in
the sports area. He needs to realize that
Bobby is his own person and has a right
to choose his activities, whether it’s
sports or music.

Secondly, some fathers feel that be-
ing involved in music is feminine; to be
in a competitive sport and behave ag-
gressively is more “masculine.” Bobby
needs an advocate and I encourage you
to talk to your husband, emphasizing
your son’s rights in terms of interests
and priorities. Show him the column
and good luck.

Former SP-F Music Teacher Is On The
Mend And Thanks The Community

Hello to my friends and former students
in Scotch Plains and Fanwood. This is
George Hilger, a former instrumental
music teacher in the Scotch Plains Fanwood
school district.

I taught hundreds of students here
over seven years. I worked in three of the
district’s elementary schools, most promi-
nently at McGinn School, as well as at
Terrill Middle School, and at SP-F High
School.

Many of you know that in December,
2000, I was diagnosed with leukemia. I
thought you may like an update on my
medical progress.

After 20 months of cancer treatment,

I’m progressing really well. There is cur-
rently no sign of the disease, after under-
going a stem-cell transplant this past March.
I just wanted to let you know this. I want
to thank the entire Scotch Plains-Fanwood
community and all my former students for
your wonderful cards and well wishes.
Most of all, thanks for not forgetting about
me.

God has healed me through your stead-
fast prayers. I hope to return to my
teaching position in Hillsborough some-
time later this school year.

I miss you all. Mr. H.

George Hilger
Somerset, NJ

The American Legion
Relays a Message of

Hope Regarding 9-11
On September 11, citizens across

the nation will attend services in our
communities to remember those whose
lives were tragically taken from their
families in the horrific events of Sep-
tember 11, 2001.

The terrorist attack which took place
on that date transformed America for-
ever and triggered a war the type of
which we have never before encoun-
tered.

As we pause to remember all of the
victims and heroes of September 11, let
us also remember the men and women
who, this very day, are in harms way.
Perhaps the best way to honor the memo-
ries of those whose lives were taken is
for America to assure that such an attack
never occurs again.

On behalf of the 76,000 New Jersey
members of The American Legion I wish
to assure the families of the victims of
this American tragedy and those who
currently serve in our Armed Forces that
we shall never let them be forgotten. Our
thoughts and prayers go out to them all.

WM “Billy” Mack
State Commander

Trenton

Car Photo Dates Last
Week Are Corrected
We received the paper first thing this

a.m. and have already had calls from
friends who think it is a great story. Both
Eileen and I enjoyed seeing it.

I will mention, we have been married
40 years this past July 28, but started
dating in 1956. The photo was actually
taken in 1957. Too many 50’s can be
confusing. Thanks again.

Bill and Eileen Maher
Westfield

Editor’s Note: The writers are refer-
ring to the two photos published last week
of their 1951 Mercurys. One photograph
pictured Mrs. Maher from 1957. The
other photograph pictured the couple
and was taken last week at the car show
in Westfield.

GOP Question Freeholder
Plan To Privatize Print Shop
COUNTY -- Saying Union

County’s all-Democrat Board of
Chosen Freeholders needs to decide
whether new cars for themselves are
more important than saving the jobs
of working men and women, the
three Republican candidates for
Union County Freeholder said a plan
to privatize the county’s
print shop raises serious
questions.

County Manager George
Devaney received confirma-
tion from the all-Democrat
Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers on August 22 to enter
into a contract with Xerox to
produce 12 million documents a year,
including reports, pamphlets, booklets
and county directories.

“We’re all for fiscal prudence,”
said Elyse Bochicchio Medved,
Rahway councilwoman and a Re-
publican candidate for Freeholder.
“But this plan raises a number of
serious questions.”

One of those questions is whether
the printing business is being bid out,
a procedure normally required under
state law. “I hope the county is follow-
ing the public bidding statues,” said
Anira Clericuzio, an attorney and can-
didate for Freeholder. “The Home
News Tribune story says, “County
officials are negotiating…” The pub-
lic is better served when competitive
bidding takes place,” she said.

Joel Whitaker, Fanwood Council
President and the third Republican
freeholder candidate, accuses Mr.
Devaney and the Democrat Freehold-
ers of “mindless privatization. Any-
time there’s a proposal to privatize a
government function, the very first
step should be to ask the workers them-
selves to redesign the function to
achieve the necessary savings. Appar-
ently, the Democrats haven’t done this.”

And, he wondered, why did the
county negotiate with Xerox and
Canon rather than printers headquar-
tered here in Union County. “We
should keep Union County tax money
in Union County,” he said.

“We are opposed to firing loyal,
dedicated workers until every oppor-

tunity has been explored
to reduce costs and save
their jobs,” Ms.
Clericuzio said.

Mr. Devaney claimed
that the county would save
$100,000 a year by priva-
tizing the print shop. “They
can save $100,000 a year

by simply not buying five new cars for
themselves,” Ms. Bochicchio Medved
said. Top county managers of the Free-
holder Board are given new cars to
drive. “In these tough economic times,
the Freeholders need to decide which
is more important—a new car for them-
selves, or a job that enables a working
man or woman to feed his family or
send her children to college.”

Parking Committee Member Is Upset,
Advises Writers To Read Report

As a member of the Downtown Park-
ing Advisory Committee that formulated
the recommendations for additional park-
ing, I get a little upset when I continue to
see anti-parking garage letters in The
Leader, such as the one written by Bill
Brown in the August 15 edition.

The writer wrongly assumes that tax-
payers will subsidize the two garages for
the next 40 years and they are being built
for the benefit of a few downtown land-
lords. (The landlords wish they had such
power.) The truth is if all goes according
to plan, the decks will be financially self-
supporting with no increase in taxes. It is
also true there is a dire need for additional
parking for commuters, downtown em-
ployees, shoppers and visitors. (In addi-
tion, the committee actually recommended
three decks, but the mayor and council
approved pursuing only two.)

The committee was initially composed
of a dozen or so concerned citizens of
Westfield. (10 more were added for Phase
2.) Every conceivable opinion was rep-
resented, not just landlords. Our ap-
proach was to have an open mind, inves-

tigate all possible solutions, and most
important - have no preconceived con-
clusions. In other words, let our investi-
gation, data gathering and analysis lead
to the most logical conclusions and rec-
ommendations for the benefit of all
Westfielders.

The committee’s work consumed over
six months of our time. Our report argu-
ably represents the most comprehensive
parking study ever done for Westfield,
including those done by paid profession-
als. All I ask is that if anyone wants to
voice an opinion regarding the proposed
parking decks, they should at least first
read the report. I defy anyone to refute the
data contained in the report. I emphasize
again, it was this data that led directly to
our recommendations.

All Westfield citizens have every right
to attend town council meetings and voice
their opinions, and are encouraged to do
so. But, please get your facts straight
before doing so.

Bruce Long
Westfield
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