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At Sunrise Assisted Living, we care for
residents with memory impairment in

a different way. Our innovative Reminiscence
Program is creatively designed to encourage
residents to live at their highest potential in an
environment of safety, freedom and security.
Reminiscence features extraordinary support
in a separate, secure area that looks and feels just
like home. Residents are surrounded by pleasant

sights, sounds, aromas and textures while
compassionate caregivers tend to physical needs,
nurture the spirit and create pleasant days.

You’re invited to visit Sunrise.

See firsthand how our structured, loving  program
offers 24-hour care at a price competitive with
home care and significantly less than a nursing
home.

For Memory-Impaired Seniors

A Better Place and a Better Way

908-317-3030 • 240 Springfield Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 • www.sunriseassistedliving.com

Call us today, or stop by and tour our home-like Reminiscence Neighborhood!

Sunrise offers highly-customized
support to residents with
memory impairment in the
comfortable environment of the
Reminiscence Neighborhood.

A
• Life Insurance
• Disability Insurance
• Long Term Care
• Employee Benefits

888.541.2200
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benefitsnj.com

Fuccillo’s Run for WF Mayor
Enters Final Campaign Stage

WESTFIELD —Democrat Tom
Fuccillo’s campaign for Mayor of
Westfield entered its final stages over
the Labor Day weekend.

“It’s been a tremendous experi-
ence these last few
months, going door to
door throughout our
town, attending
coffees and cocktail
parties, to meet the
voters and introduce
myself as someone
who wants to be their
mayor,” Mr. Fuccillo
said. “The reaction
I’ve gotten out there
has been great. I may
have caught people by
surprise by knocking
on their door unan-
nounced, but many
folks sure want to talk
to me about their concerns when
they figure they could be talking to
the next mayor.”

Mr. Fuccillo reported that high
property taxes are the most vexing
issue on residents’ minds, especially
those seniors who have spent their
entire lives in Westfield

“The majority of Westfielders think
they are overtaxed when it comes to
the property taxes they pay,” he said.
“With the average property tax bill
showing an over $900 increase from
last year, that’s a big bite to swallow,
particularly for our seniors on fixed
incomes.”

“We need to do a better job of
cutting the waste in our budget and
finding ways to expand our commer-
cial tax base to lighten the load for
our residential taxpayers,” Mr.
Fuccillo added. “I pledge to the vot-
ers that these tasks will be my high-
est priority.”

The candidate also indicated that
voters have questioned whether they
are getting the full value for their tax
dollars, considering the state of our
streets and parks.

“As I have walked Westfield dur-
ing this campaign, I have been ap-

palled at the state of repair of our
town’s infrastructure,” he said. “Many
of our streets are pothole-ridden, our
curbs are crumbling, and some of our
fields are in such bad shape, they

have been closed. Spe-
cifically, I refer to
Sycamore Field and
Sid Fay Field, oppo-
site St. Helen’s
Church.

“We pay too much
in property tax not to
have safe, passable
streets, repaired curbs
and playing fields that
should be the envy of
other towns,” Mr.
Fuccillo said. “An-
other priority will be
to re-examine our re-
paving program to
make sure it’s getting

the job done in the most efficient
manner, change the way curbing is
replaced to put the onus back on the
town, instead of on residents to pass
around a petition, and to develop a
serious field management program
that makes our playing fields a source
of pride for the town because they
provide a safe and attractive place
for our children to compete.”

“I will continue knocking on doors
throughout town in the coming
weeks, to introduce myself to voters
and spread my message about new
leadership,” said Mr. Fuccillo. “We
need to move Westfield forward, and
I’m excited about taking on the chal-
lenge to lead our town.”

Mr. Fuccillo lives on Hillcrest Av-
enue with his wife, Kristin, and their
two sons, Thomas and Michael. An
attorney with a New York investment
firm, Tom also serves on the Board of
Directors of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation.

Volunteers for the campaign or
residents who wish to share their
thoughts and concerns with Tom
Fuccillo are encouraged to call (908)
232-0205 or visit
www.TomforMayor.com

Tom Fuccillo

Scotch Plains Republicans
Announce Campaign Team

SCOTCH PLAINS - Deputy Mayor
Frank Rossi, Carolyn Sorge, and
Nancy Malool, Republican candi-
dates for Township Council, have
announced the formation of their
campaign team to kickoff the elec-
tion season. Mayor Martin Marks will
serve as campaign chairman, and Ken
Greenman will serve as campaign trea-
surer. Rounding out the campaign
team will be Council-
woman Paulette
Coronato, Brian Doyle,
Toni Foskey, and former
Mayors Joan Papen and
Gabe Spera.

Mayor Marks stated,
“This campaign team
brings a wealth of expe-
rience in local cam-
paigns, but more impor-
tantly, our candidates bring years of
experience in community and gov-
ernment service to the table. This will
be a defining theme and contrast for
this year’s election.”

Deputy Mayor Frank Rossi, a former
assistant county prosecutor, and now
an attorney with Bristol Myers Squibb,
is completing his third year on the
Scotch Plains Council after being a
Zoning Board of Adjustment member.
Mr. Rossi also served on the Fanwood
Borough Council while living in
Fanwood but was born and raised in
Scotch Plains and is the son of former
Police Chief Michael Rossi. He is mar-
ried to Anne and has three daughters,
Erin, Kelsey, and Mia.

Carolyn Sorge, a lifelong resident
of Scotch Plains, now serves on the
Zoning Board of Adjustment. Ms.

Sorge, a registered nurse, has served
on the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
for many years and has the distinc-
tion of being Scotch Plains’ first and
only female firefighter. Ms. Sorge
gained much experience and knowl-
edge of the inner workings of local
government when she served as ad-
ministrative assistant to the Munici-
pal Manager, mayor and council.

Nancy Malool is
completing her final
year of Seton Hall
Law School and is
married to Paul, a cap-
tain in the Volunteer
Fire Department and
Emergency Manage-
ment Coordinator for
the Township. They
have two daughters,

Amanda and Emily. Ms. Malool’s
experience in Scotch Plains govern-
ment includes the Planning Board,
Environmental Commission, Ethics
Review Board, Cultural Arts Com-
mittee and the Augustine Park Com-
mittee. Ms. Malool also has an exten-
sive background in state government
having served as Chief Legislative
Aide to the late Assemblyman Alan
Augustine and Assemblyman Tho-
mas Kean, Jr.

Rossi, Sorge, and Malool have al-
ready begun their door-to-door neigh-
borhood meetings with residents and
are stressing several quality of life
issues that have received the attention
of the Republican majority on the
Council. Budgetary spending is un-
der control and unnecessary munici-
pal tax increases have been averted.
The promise of new ball fields for the
community has come to fruition with
several built, planned or presently
under construction. The Shared Ser-
vices committee is thriving and is
delivering efficient services with tax
dollar savings. A new Jitney service,
that will be up and running shortly,
will bring residents to various Scotch
Plains and Fanwood destinations in-
cluding the Fanwood Train Station.
Transportation for seniors is up and
running and new Township lands are
being added to the Conservation Zone
inventory.

By Bill Sheppard for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BOOTH DUTY...Mayor Louis Jung of Fanwood, top, and Mayor Martin
Marks of Scotch Plains are shown at booth duty during the Italian Festival in
Scotch Plains last weekend.
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Call Me Today
GARY J. GRABAS

Former Middlesex and Morris County Assistant Prosecutor

Speeding? DWI?
Drug or Criminal Charges?

Other Motor Vehicle Violations?

1827 East Second Street

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

(908) 322 - 7000

Fax: (908) 322 - 6997

jonbramnick@jonbramnick.com
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Gleek and Rust Opticians
Close Business in Westfield

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD - After 30 years of be-
ing in business in downtown Westfield,
Gleek and Rust Opticians closed their
business last week. Paul Naused, owner
for the last five years and a Clark resi-
dent, told The Westfield Leader and The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood that
he intends to join forces with a business
in Metuchen and see what happens.

Naused said his business was off 40-
50 percent over the last two years and
that there was just no way he could
consider a new lease, particularly with
a hefty increase coming. He under-
stands that the building owner has the
right to get whatever he can get, and
that’s probably what he would do if he
were a building owner.

Bill Sheppard for The Westfield Leader and The Times
YOUTH OF ST. BART’S...Youth volunteers for the 28th Italian Festival held in
Scotch Plains last Monday pose with Congressman Mike Ferguson.
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HONEST FUN…Westfield Seafood encountered a harmless prank on their
storefront this weekend. Owner, Vince Brunz, told The Westfield Leader that an
unknown jokester put quotations around the word honest. He said that people
often joke about whether fish are honest or not.
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Several reasons were cited for the
decline in the business including too
many opticians in town, Lasik surgery
cutting into the eyeglasses business,
doctors now selling glasses and the
ticketing downtown driving traditional
customers away.

He said that it seems like only the
restaurant business is making it down-
town, and that retailers are just hanging
on out of determination. Naused said
he really doesn’t understand what the
town is doing with the parking. He
knows that the town is generating more
revenue by increasing the meters and
by the heavy ticketing with the inten-
tion of funding a parking deck. But,
that’s several years away and that it has
had the effect of driving customers
away from the downtown.


