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You are cordially invited to
explore our six rooms of fine
antiques, classic reproductions,
one-of-a-kind chandeliers and
unique gift items. We are
purveyors of Crabtree &
Evelyn Bath & Body Products
and maintain a vast selection
of top quality candles.
Clubhouse Antiques &
Furnishings is your destination
for fine products and
exceptional values.

865 MOUNTAIN AVE. • MOUNTAINSIDE, NJ 07092
(Between Maxwell’s & Fleet Bank)

Telephone 908-789-7600 • Fax 908 789-3322
email clubhousefurnish@aol.com

Continued on Page 17

Kindermusik classes for ages 2 to 7

281 Main Street • Millburn
(973) 467-4688

THE PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL

Private Instruction on
All Instruments, Voice and Ensembles

Established 1975 Certified Teachers

Riverwalk Plaza
34 Ridgedale Avenue • East Hanover
(973) 428-0405

256 Morris Avenue • Springfield
(973) 467-4688

���������	
�����	�	�����

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY -- Whether Union
County’s fellow residents were lost
on the morning of September 11,
2001, or if citizens choose to join
their neighbors in a distinct mo-
ment of reflection and prayer, Union
County’s cities, towns and boroughs
will not allow the meaning of the
day to be forgotten.

The Westfield Leader and The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
has learned the planned events of
several communities and has listed
them below. In addition, a roster of
selected television programming by
major networks has been included
at the end of this article.

Union County:
Berkeley Heights and New

Providence: Berkeley Heights
Mayor David Cohen, New Provi-
dence Mayor Allen Morgan and
Commander of the American Le-
gion Post No. 433, Joseph Clarizio,
will join efforts to host “We Will
Remember,” a memorial event to
mark 9/11. At Centennial Park on
Springfield Avenue in New Provi-
dence, the event will include a
display of student essays and com-
memorative art, recognition of emer-
gency personnel, a flag and banner
presentation, as well as a wreath lay-
ing. In case of inclement weather, the

service will relocate to the New Provi-
dence Municipal Center gymnasium
on Academy Street.

Clark: The Township of Clark will
dedicate a monument in memory of
resident and Port Authority police of-
ficer James A. Nelson, who died on 9/
11. The dedication will be held during
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a memorial service at 7:30 p.m. on the
corner of Grand Street and Broadway on
the one-year anniversary. A candlelight

vigil, honoring all of the victims, will
follow the monument dedication.

Cranford: The Cranford World
Trade Center Memorial Fund has
organized a consecration of the
ground at Crane Park, which is lo-
cated at the corner of Springfield and
North Union Avenue, at 6:30 p.m.
During that time, the area will be
surrounded by luminaries. The wid-
ows and one of the parents of the
Cranford residents who lost their
lives on 9/11, will all be in atten-
dance. According to a representative
from the Fund, these family mem-
bers have decided to stay “home” in
Cranford, instead of attending ser-
vices in New York City. The town’s
deputy mayor and clergy council
will process with attendees from the
park ceremony to St. Michael’s
Church on Alden Street for an inter-
faith service. During the service,
which will begin at 7:45 p.m., two of
the widows will speak to the crowd.

Elizabeth: All of the churches
in the City of Elizabeth will chime
their bells at exactly 8:46 a.m. to
commence a candlelight vigil in

the front of City Hall, which is lo-
cated at 50 Winfield Scott Plaza.

Garwood: Residents of Garwood
will convene among candlelight while
a memorial plaque is unveiled at and
mounted on the side wall of Garwood’s
Borough Hall, 403 South Avenue, at
7:30 p.m. The ceremony will be a trib-
ute to the victims and heroes of 9/11.

Kenilworth: A non-denomina-
tional memorial service is planned at
St. Theresa’s Church, 541 Washing-
ton Avenue in Kenilworth at 7 p.m.
All are welcome to attend.

Linden: In the City of Linden, an
interdenominational mass will be held
at St. Elizabeth’s Church, 179 Hussa
Street, at 7 p.m. A moment of remem-
brance will be held at noon on the steps
of City Hall on Wood Avenue, while
the church bells toll. For more infor-
mation, please call (908) 474-8493.

Mountainside: Mountainside
Mayor Robert Viglianti has declared
September 11 as “Always Remem-
ber Day.” He encourages residents to
display American flags during the
day. Police Chief and Borough Ad-
ministrator James Debbie said that
both Our Lady of Lourdes Church
and the Community Presbyterian
Church of Mountainside will ring its
bells at 10:05 a.m. The Mountainside
Fire Department and Rescue Squad
have been invited to observe a mo-
ment of silence. Our Lady of Lourdes
will also hold a prayer service at 7:30
p.m. The borough also passed a reso-
lution observing the anniversary, and
condemning the attacks of the 9/11
terrorist attacks on America.

Plainfield: The City of Plainfield
will mark 9/11 with a tree-planting
ceremony on the morning of the an-
niversary in the front of City Hall,
which is located on Watchung Av-
enue. Houses of worship will also be

Throughout Union County, residents will

pause in some way to remember 9/11.

Consider attending one of the following

services

OLD GLORY...Westfield restaurant owners
hoisted the American flags to show support
for their nation. Around the county, resi-
dents are encouraged to fly their flags on the
first anniversary of 9/11.

Book Nook
By Marylou Morano
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By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

All children become a little appre-
hensive the closer it gets to the first day
of school. Returning to school after
summer break, starting kindergarten or
Pre-K, and adjusting to a new
teacher can all be traumatic.

One way to ease September
school stress is by reading
books that relate the stories of
back-to-school experiences of
other children. Fortunately,
publishers of children’s books
recognize the
need for such
books and have
published abun-
dantly on this sub-
ject across all
reading levels.

Here are my
picks for the very
young reader and
or listener:

*  *  *  *  *
Vera is late for the first day of school.

The schoolhouse doors are closed shut.
What will she do? Find out by reading
“Vera’s First Day of School” by Vera
Rosenberry (Henry Holt, 1999). The
story is based upon the author’s actual
first day of school experience.

Play, read, rest, and sing. Color
photos and simple text describing
the day-to-day activities of Pre-K
class are found in “Hurray for Pre-
K!” (Harper Collins 2000). The text
and photographs by Ellen B. Senisi
will give a child an idea of what to
expect when going to Pre-K.

“Daycare Days” by Mary Brigid
Barret (Little Brown and Company,
1999) is a story told from the view of
a young boy who goes off to daycare
each day. The illustrations in this book
are as warmly presented as the words.

Alicia isn’t sure she wants to go to
school, but her mom says she is a big
girl now and big girls go to school.
“Beginning School” takes the reader,
in storybook format, through what a
kindergartener can expect from the
first day through the winter break. It

is written by Irene Smalls, and pub-
lished by Silver Press (1997).

“I Don’t Want to Go Back To School.”
Sound familiar? Ben, a second grader is
afraid of all the things that could hap-
pen. What if his new teacher is mean?

What if he falls
asleep on the bus
and misses his
stop? This is a
great book that all
e l e m e n t a r y
school aged chil-
dren will relate to,
right up to the very
last page with its
upbeat ending. It
is written and il-
lustrated by
Marisabina Russo
and published by
Gr e e n w i l l ow

Books (1994).
“Miss Bindergarten

Gets Ready for Kinder-
garten” (Puffin, 1999) by Joseph Slate
is destined to become a back-to-school
classic. The name of each animal char-
acter is matched with a letter of the
alphabet. This is just one book in a
whole series involving Miss
Bindergarten and her kindergarten, and

NEW FUNDRAISERS MAY BE ON HORIZON TO FILL GAP IN ARTS FUNDING
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By DAVID PALLADINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — A native of
Westfield and a graduate of Westfield
High School, Nicole DeNigro stud-
ied English at the University of Penn-
sylvania. She was most pleased to
return to her native town and work
with one of the premier arts organi-
zations in New Jersey, the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO).

DeNigro gained valuable experi-
ence after graduation through grant
writing for the Philadelphia Drama
Guild, a theatrical group in Philadel-
phia and then later with a profes-
sional choral group known as the
Philadelphia Singers.

DeNigro’s job as Executive Direc-

tor focuses directly on fundraising,
budgeting and marketing.

Even though her formal educa-
tional background is in English,
DeNigro commented, “going to work
for arts organizations was no stretch
for me by any means, as my parents
were heavily involved in the arts.”

DeNigro’s father, who is involved
professionally in public relations,
served on the board of the WSO.

“The WSO will be celebrating our
20th anniversary season — a banner
milestone for the organization,” she
told The Westfield Leader and The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood. She
added that Music Director and Con-
ductor David Wroe has put together
a fantastic array of music for this

season.
DeNigro already has an excellent

working relationship with Maestro
Wroe.

“David Wroe makes it easy for me
— I’ve never seen a music director so
willing to get involved in the
fundraising process — he has been
fantastic,” she said.

Maestro Wroe added, “Working
with Nicole has been just wonderful.
She is wholly committed to the sym-
phony, has boundless energy and has
long, deep ties to our community.
She is a pure joy to work with on a
day-to-day basis — what more could
a Music Director ask for?”

These days can be somewhat

David Palladino for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME…Westfield native and Westfield High School graduate Nicole DeNigro makes
herself at home at the Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s East Broad Street office as the organization’s new Executive
Director. Filling a post once held by Alan Moore and Nancy Jackson, DiNegro is faced with ushering in the symphony’s
20th anniversary year and beginning new fundraising efforts to fill in gaps left by less state arts funding.
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The 9/12 edition of

A&E will feature exclu-

sive interviews with

residents impacted by

9/11, and poetry, prose

and columns from A&E

writers.
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By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — As Sep-
tember school bells call young people
everywhere back to school, senior
citizens at the Scotch Plains Jewish
Community Center (JCC) are await-
ing their first day of classes.

The JCC’s Senior Adult program
begins September 9 and offers classes
in art, drama, music, short story dis-
cussion, writing, science, current
events, Jewish culture and drama.

“Participation in a senior center
such as the one here at JCC is vital to
a senior citizen’s mental, physical
and emotional health and well-be-
ing,” explained Deanna Fredericks,
Public Relations representative for
the JCC.

Some of the Senior Adult program’s
most popular classes are those in-
volving the arts. The “Hands On” art
class explores various media and
techniques, while offering the op-
portunity to create projects to be
proud of. No previous art experience
is required and both beginners as
well as experienced artists are wel-
come. Students work in a variety of
media, among them acrylics, clay,
wire, water color and pastels.

“The Art Class has grown from 5

to 15 participants in two years,” re-
ported Assistant Executive Director
Lois Altschul. “Originally it was a
45-minute class, now it runs two
hours.”

“The class has brought out the best
in a number of the senior citizens,
many of whom never had an oppor-
tunity to pursue art and who, for the
first time, are discovering a talent
they didn’t know they had,” Altschul
continued.

Two members of JCC’s Senior
Adult Art Class have gone on to win
awards in the Union County Senior
Art Contest, which is sponsored an-
nually by the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

This year, Rose Gelfman of
Westfield won first prize in the acrylic
non-professional category for her
“Self Portrait” and Miriam Rotmansz
took first prize in the pastel non-
professional category for her still-life
floral arrangement, “Flowers In Vase.”

“It is wonderfully inspiring to work
with these students,” said instructor,
Lillie Bryen of Westfield. “The par-
ticipants joyfully enjoy the creative
process.”
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Patricia Brentano Bramnick

WESTFIELD – Westfield’s Sep-
tember 11 Memorial Park, which will be
dedicated on Sunday, September 21, will
be captured on canvas by longtime
Westfield resident and artist Patricia
Brentano Bramnick.

Brentano has offered to donate a draw-
ing or watercolor of the newly-created
site that will be made available to the
public as a lithograph. Proceeds from the
sale of the prints will be used to fund
future maintenance and development of
the Memorial Park.

A well-recognized artist, three of
Brentano’s works will be featured this
fall in “Drawings 2002,” a curated exhi-
bition at the New Jersey Center for Visual
Arts in Summit (NJCVA). She is the only
New Jersey artist chosen by curators
Ellyn Dennison and Denise Call to ex-
hibit her work alongside the work of 18
other artists, all from New York.

This exhibition will open on Friday,
September 13 and end on Monday, No-
vember 3.

Brentano’s featured drawings include
a watercolor of her mother, a lighter
comedic take on “three sisters,” done in
charcoal, and a watercolor and ink mono-

chromatic rendition of a “gathering of
birds.”

Brentano’s work can also be seen in
October at the Rahway Arts Center. Two
of her paintings were selected for inclu-
sion in the “Celebrating Excellence”
show, sponsored by Merck & Co., Inc.
and the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders. This show will open on
Sunday, October 13.

Brentano teaches watercolor at the
DuCret School of Art in Plainfield. She
will also be joining the faculty at the
NJCVA this fall as a drawing instructor.

SENIORS IN ACTION...Senior citizens at the JCC put the finishing touches on
their sculptures during one of the art classes offered.


