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Traffic Safety Dominates
Westfield Candidate Forum

By ELAINE VUONO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Traffic safety was foremost on the
minds of the candidates vying for
Westfield Town Council and Mayor
at a candidates’ forum last Thursday
evening.

While they were asked questions
on a range of issues, it is apparent
that solving the town’s traffic prob-
lems are their primary concern.

There are eight candidates run-
ning for four council seats, one in
each of the town’s four wards, as well
as two mayoral candidates.

First Ward Democratic candidate
Mark Kuehn believes that more cross-
walks, additional enforcement and
traffic calming will help solve the
traffic problem, while his Republi-
can opponent, Sal Caruana, would
“encourage a zero tolerance policy

for speeding.”
Second Ward Republican Coun-

cilman Rafael Betancourt said that
traffic “is a quality of life issue.” He
further stated that, “I want to calm it,
I want to slow it down, I want to
enforce it.”

His opponent, Democratic candi-
date David Owens, believes that “we
need to work together as a
community…to help the police en-
force the speed limit, simply by obey-
ing them ourselves.” He further stated
that, “community cooperation and
involvement will go a long way to-
ward helping us resolve the speeding
problem in town.”

Claire Lazarowitz, Democratic
incumbent in the Third Ward, sug-
gested that if everyone would drive
25 miles per hour, then the person
behind them would have no choice
but to obey the speed limit. Andy
Skibitsky, the Republican challenger
in the Third Ward, noted that “we
have a very pedestrian-friendly town”
and advocated stepping up enforce-
ment, increased education of resi-
dents and the use of engineering
methods, such as traffic calming, to
slow down traffic.

Fourth Ward Democratic Council-
man Lawrence Goldman noted that
although his ward has been the ben-
eficiary of the traffic calming, he
believes additional focus is needed
to improve the traffic safety around
the parks.

His Republican opponent, Chris-
topher Panagos, discussed several
areas of concern in his ward, includ-
ing parking issues at Tamaques Park,
lack of visibility at certain intersec-
tions and speeding. He noted that
having a safe driving speed is impor-
tant and suggested lowering the speed

limit on West Broad Street to 25 mph,
to help alleviate the speeding issue.

Republican Mayor Gregory
McDermott believes that the traffic
calming has accomplished the goal
set for it, which is to tell the motorists
that they are supposed to slow down.

His opponent, Democratic chal-
lenger Thomas Fuccillo, noted that
some residents have expressed dis-
satisfaction with the traffic calming.
While he believes the traffic calming
works, he suggested increased com-
munication with the residents, so they
are aware of what streets will be im-
pacted by traffic calming measures.

The First Ward candidates indi-
cated that taxes are the biggest issue
in their ward. Mr. Kuehn advised “we
need to focus on keeping tax in-
creases down” and spend wisely,
while his opponent, Mr. Caruana en-
couraged zero-based budgeting, joint
sharing of services and production
management reports in all depart-
ments to keep taxes in line.

The candidates also indicated their
opposition to “Shoehorning,” the
practice of squeezing over-sized
homes on a smaller subdivided lot.

Mr. Panagos advised that as
Westfield is a mature community,
additional development would be
detrimental to property values.

Mr. Owens indicated that the mas-
ter plan, which is currently under
revision, would govern, and ex-
pressed his hope that it would pro-
vide “ordinances with teeth” that can
protect the property owners and the
municipality.

On recreation, Councilman
Betancourt expressed a desire
to spend more money on rec-

    Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
DEMOCRATS ON ONE SIDE...Last Thursday, The Westfield Leader and the
Westfield Area League of Women Voters co-sponsored the Westfield Candidates
Forum.  Pictured, from front left, are: Second Ward candidate David Owens, Third
Ward Councilwoman Claire Lazarowitz, Fourth Ward Councilman Larry Goldman
and Mayoral candidate Tom Fuccillo. Not pictured is First Ward candidate Mark
Kuehn.

    Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
REPUBLICANS ON THE OTHER...Last Thursday The Westfield Leader and the
Westfield Area League of Women Voters co-sponsored the Westfield Candidates
Forum. Pictured, from back left, are: Mayor Gregory McDermott, Fourth Ward
candidate Chris Panagos, Third Ward candidate Andy Skibitsky, Second Ward
Councilman Rafael Betancourt and First Ward candidate Sal Caruana.
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Fingerprinting Goes
Electronic In Borough

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By JENNIFER PINTO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Leader recently met
with Detective Michael D. Jackson
of the Mountainside Police Depart-
ment for a demonstration of the de-
partments new “Cross Match Live
Scan,” an electronic fingerprinting
machine.

The $30,000 machine was funded
through COPS (Community Oriented
Police Systems), a technology grant.

The “Live Scan” was initiated in
the state of New Jersey approximately
six years ago. According to the state’s
official website (www.state.nj.us)
most machines have been set up in
urban areas of the state and a total of
96 devices have been installed. Many
additional machines have also been
funded through grants.

“In an effort to meet the FBI’s Inte-
grated Automated Fingerprint Iden-
tification System (AFIS) objective of
operating in a totally electronic envi-
ronment, the State Police has installed
a remote latent workstation at its head-
quarters in West Trenton. Operational
as of June 1, 2002, this Universal
Latent Workstation (ULW) will allow
the State Police to send latent finger-
prints to the FBI electronically and
receive a response electronically,” the
web site stated.

According to Detective Jackson,
the machine allows Mountainside
police to check fingerprints of indi-
viduals who have been arrested.

Through the Live Scan program,
immediate background checks can
be performed electronically at the

time of arrest.
Detective Jackson demonstrated,

step-by-step, how the program works.
The arrestee’s personal and charge
information is inputted into the com-
puter system followed by fingerprint
scanning, which begins with scan-
ning the individual’s four primary

MS Continues to Struggle
With Construction Delays

By MARY RONK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Tuesday night, Mountainside
Board of Education meeting began
with the continued concern over con-
struction to both the Deerfield and
Beechwood schools.

Richard Kress Board of Education
President led the meeting with an
assurance to the public that everyone
on the board is working diligently
and will keep the public informed of
any progress.

Beechwood School most probably
would not be completed till some
time in November at best. Addition-
ally, he as well as the board agreed
that even if completed, the doors
would not open till after the Decem-
ber/ January holiday break as to not
disrupt the flow of the academic
school year.

Noel Musial the architect for the
Beechwood project spoke to the
group Tuesday night. He expressed
major concern regarding the busi-
ness ethics and quality of work re-
ceived from Ciro Randazzo builders.
This company won the contract for
the Beechwood School and has failed
to meet deadlines or return phone
calls. Mr. Musial also expressed con-
cern regarding the builder’s work-
manship as well.

Some of the parents in attendance
Tuesday night wanted the
Beechwood School situation to be
labeled an emergency. If this were to
happen, the board could take swifter

action and would not have to re-bid
the project.

Mr. Kress, who is also an attorney,
explained that the current situation
over Beechwood School would not
be considered an emergency by the
State of New Jersey. Since all of the
children of Mountainside currently
have a safe place to attend school,
the board must take the necessary
legal steps to work through the prob-
lems with Ciro Randazzo before it
considers another builder.

Additionally, in terms of the
Deerfield School, heat in both the
science and gym are being repaired
as the colder months approach. This
will be handled immediately, since
such a repair is considered an emer-
gency and does not require that the
job be put out for bid.

Next on the agenda was a presen-
tation from Angela Cosimano, Cur-
riculum Coordinator/Supervisor and
Priscilla Church Deerfield School
Principal.

The presentation centered around
District Test scores for the Elemen-
tary School Proficiency Assessment
(ESPA’s) grade 3, the Grade Eight
Proficiency Assessment (GEPA’s)
and the Tera Nova results for grades
two, three, five, six and seven.

In analyzing these results, Ms.
Cosimano presented to the group a
clear and concise understanding that
Mountainside continues to be a level
one school and students are moving

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

                    Photo courtesy of James Nelson
TRICK OR TREAT...A house on Dudley Avenue is decorated with pumpkins,
lights and giant spiders in celebration of Halloween.

             Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
PASSIONATE ABOUT TAXES…GOP candidate for Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders, Joel Whitaker, explains his views to reporters in Fanwood
Tuesday on how to control property taxes.

Republican Candidates
For Freeholder Offer

Property Tax Proposal

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By BENJAMIN B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The

Times

FANWOOD – Republican candi-
dates for Union County Freeholder
called for a five-point plan to curb
property tax increases this Tuesday
at a press conference in Fanwood.
Mr. Joel Whitaker, GOP candidate
for Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders and current President of

the Fanwood Borough Council acted
as spokesperson for the other Repub-
lican candidates who were not
present. The other GOP Freeholder
candidates are Anira Clericuzzio and
Elyse Bochicchio Medved

Mr. Whitaker told The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood that some of the
ideas for the plan come from his
alma mater, Indiana University,
where dorms, the student union and
other activities are self-funded. When
asked, he said that the university is
now able to keep tuition increases to
just that of inflation. Mr. Whitaker
said, “I think this is an innovative
way to tackle property taxes.”

In their press release, the candi-
dates said, “It is morally wrong for
the incumbent Freeholders to ignore
the cries of the people of Union
County. We need to lower property
taxes, and the way to do that is to put
county government on a diet.” They
said that the plan will maintain ser-
vices and enable county workers to
receive pay increases.

The plan calls for fixing the county
budget to the cost of living, reward-
ing employees who find ways to run
operations more efficiently, appoint-
ing a commission to improve gov-
ernment, operating service functions
as a business and ending borrowing
to stop interest debt.

Support functions such as counsel,
print shop, motor pool and vehicle
repair would be removed from the
budget; and they would bill for work
performed. “These are essentially
business functions, which should be
run like a business,” Mr. Whitaker
said.

Auxiliary enterprises such as swim-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Dosch-King Representative Speaks to Council
Regarding Paving Work on Tamaques Way
By LAUREN S. PASS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Peter King of Dosch-King Inc.
appeared at Tuesday night’s confer-
ence session of the Westfield Town
Council to discuss work that was
recently performed on two local
streets.

Dosch-King is the company that
was used by the town to lay a micro-
paving on Tamaques Way and Irving
Street.

Residents from Tamaques Way,

who had previously expressed their
dissatisfaction with the paving job,
were also present at the meeting,
although there is no public participa-
tion at the conference session.

Mr. King explained the process as
a method of preventative mainte-
nance for roads. He said that
Tamaques Way was in “extremely
poor condition” and that it required
patching and reconstruction before
the micro-paving could be laid.

Mr. King did say that he believed

a second coat would have improved
the aesthetics of the road.

Mayor Gregory McDermott stated
that it was “not the smooth surface I
thought we were going to get.”

The mayor questioned Mr. King
regarding the work, citing residents’
statements that the equipment used
did not work, that the manhole cov-
ers had been sealed closed, that drain-
pipes from homes were now under
the street level and that the Belgium
Block curbing had been stained.

Mr. King said that although the
“process is only as good as the road
surface,” the manholes should be
cleaned.

Fourth Ward Democratic Council-
woman Susan Jacobson, who lives
on Tamaques Way, asked whether
the surface was applied evenly be-
cause of the color difference in the

road.
Mr. King explained that in three to

four months, the color would be a
uniform gray. He explained that the
gravel surface that is laid down needs
to be driven over so that it becomes
a smooth uniform surface.

He displayed photographs of a road
in Clinton Township where his com-
pany had done work, including one
of the road when the micro-paving
was first done, and another after some
time had passed.

Fourth Ward Democratic Council-
man Lawrence Goldman questioned
whether Tamaques Way was the best
road on which to have tested the pilot
project for the town, since it was in
such bad condition.

Mr. King responded that the road
needed the seal to get through the
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Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

www.williams-nursery.com

Exit 577 South
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Linens & Things Highway 22

Comp USA

East Broad St.
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Parkway
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Nursery at
524 Springfield Ave
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524 Springfield Ave•Westfield•908-232-4076 
Across from Echo Lake Park•Visa, MasterCard, Amex

 Mon-Sat 9am-6pm • Sun 9am-5pm  

Family Fun

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House

 Perennials
50%Off

Hayrides,
Haunted House
Ponyrides
& Pumpkins! 
Thu-Fri 3pm-5pm
Sat. & Sun 10am-5pm

Costume 
Contest
3 age categories:
5 & under, 6-12, & adults
Prizes: 1st place 5 under & 6-12 
$50 cash, 2nd place $25 cash
3rd place Beanie Baby.
1st place adults $50 gift certificate
2nd place $25 gift certificate

Win $50
Sat Oct 26th at 2 PM

Please arrive Early

Halloween Gifts
& Decorations
•Scarecrows
•Flags
•Inflatables
& Tons of other items

30% Off
 Trees
50%Off
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Candidate
Forum

reation, noting that recreation
is a “very important part of
our town.” The majority of
the candidates felt that al-
though recreation is impor-
tant, budgetary constraints
would prevent addit ional
spending in that area.

Mr. Skibitsky advised, “we need
to be careful where we increase
spending.”

The candidates were also in fa-
vor of banning the use of cellular
phones while driving and ban-
ning smoking in public places.
Councilwoman Lazarowitz ex-
pressed her approval of an ordi-
nance banning cell phones while
driving and noted it would be an
excellent idea for Westfield to lead
the way in this area, while Coun-
cilman Goldman would like to
see Westfield take the lead in the
public smoking ban.

In all the races, the candidates
will be running for a three-year
term, as opposed to the current
term of two years. Mayor
McDermott indicated that he is in
favor of this change and noted it
provides the opportunity to “set
some standards, set some time
schedules and be able to tackle
issues that need to be addressed
with long-term goals.”

Mr. Fuccillo indicated that he is
also in favor of the change, as it
allows the individual to understand
the workings of the position well
instead of perpetually being pre-
pared to run in the next election.

The forum was moderated by
Bonnie Ruggiero of the Westfield
Area League of Women Voters,
(WLWV), co-sponsored by The
Westfield Leader and the WLWV
and will be broadcast on Channel 36.

    Jennifer Pinto for The Westfield Leader
HOMETOWN HERO...This past Saturday, the name John A. Griner was
added to the Westfield Vietnam Memorial at the Memorial Pool. Lieutenant
Griner, a United States naval aviator and a graduate of Westfield High School,
was killed in the Vietnam War. Due to the fact that his address was listed in Wyckoff
at the time of his death, his name was not included in the original plaque. Members
of his graduating class banded together to have his name added to the memorial.
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Electronic
Fingerprinting
fingers (index, middle, ring and
pinky). The second step is to scan
each finger individually. The prints
then  appear on the computer screen
accordingly, while rejecting any
individual prints that are not
scanned properly.

According to Detective Jackson,
the individual print must match
the initial primary prints of the
individual’s four fingers; if it
doesn’t, the computer will reject it.

One of the main problems solved
by the electronic scanning pro-
cess is avoiding common mistakes
made with ink fingerprinting, as
well as occasional tampering by
the arrestee.

“The inkpad was very messy,”
said Detective Jackson.

He also mentioned that when
fingerprint cards were mailed to
the state, it would take at least a
week if not longer for prints to get
processed. If there was a smudge on
the card or if the prints weren’t
clear, it would take even longer.

“This system is  a lot
cleaner…and with better clarity,”
said Detective Jackson.

If an arrest is made, three finger-
print cards are printed, two New
Jersey cards and one for the FBI.
Mountainside keeps a hard copy
of all fingerprints, as well as elec-
tronic copies.

The system performs four types
of searches: A criminal offense,
sex offense, application (no-data)
for company uses only and an ap-
plication for police officers or bor-
ough employees only.

“I know that Plainfield and
Berkeley Heights have the same
machine (Cross Match Live Scan)
and Elizabeth and Union have
similar machines,” said Detective
Jackson.

According to Detective Jackson,
anyone who gets arrested for a vio-
lation and gives a fake name or
false information will be caught
immediately due to this new ma-
chine.

Prior to this technology, it would
take anywhere from a few days to
upwards of two weeks to confirm
results, which would subsequently
lead to the  temporary release of the
arrestee or,  in more extreme
charges, the arrestee would have to
be held at another facility until
further notice. Also, he mentioned
that prints become distorted after
being faxed back and forth, mak-
ing it more difficult to analyze
prints.

The machine was first used in the
borough on August 14.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15
• A bicycle was reported stolen from

the side yard of a residence on Grandview
Avenue.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16
• A Pinegrove Avenue resident re-

ported that her Fleet Bank debit card was
used without her authorization to make
fraudulent online purchases totaling
$230.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17
• Dawne J. Shaw, 40, of Westfield

was arrested and charged with theft by
deception for allegedly stealing approxi-
mately $17,000 over a one-year period

from the Westfield bank where she
worked as a teller. She was released on
her own recognizance.

• Two bicycle thefts were reported at
the south side Westfield train station lot.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18
• Marc Horn, 19, of Iselin was ar-

rested at Grandview and Myrtle Av-
enues and charged with underage pos-
session of an alcoholic beverage. He was
released on his own recognizance.

• Two Berkeley Heights residents
reported that their bicycles were stolen
from outside a North Avenue restaurant.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19
• An employee of a South Avenue

business reported that he was assaulted
by his employer. Police said no charges
have been filed in connection with the
incident.

• An Elizabeth resident reported that
her bicycle was taken from a garage in
the 500 block of Westfield Avenue.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20
• Roberto E. Velastegui-Perez, 24,

of North Plainfield was arrested at South
Avenue and charged with driving while
intoxicated. He was released to a respon-
sible party.

Authorities also discovered a con-
tempt of court warrant that had been
issued by the North Plainfield Munici-
pal Court for Velastegui-Perez, for which
he posted $46 bail.

• An Arlington Avenue resident re-
ported that a 2001 Chrysler was stolen
from her driveway. The motor vehicle
had not been recovered at press time,
authorities confirmed.

• A resident of Lenox Avenue re-
ported that someone entered his unlocked
automobile and removed four video disks
valued at $80. The incident occurred on
the street where the victim lives.

• An Arlington Avenue resident re-
ported that someone entered his motor
vehicle, which was unlocked in his drive-
way, and removed cash and sunglasses.

• Daniel J. Aufiero, 44, of Westfield
was arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated and leaving the scene
of an accident at West South Avenue, as
well as with refusal to take a breathalyzer
test. He was released to a responsible
party.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 21
• Police reported the attempted theft

of a 2001 Audi belonging to a New York
City resident, which occurred in the 500
block of East North Avenue. The indi-
vidual or suspects responsible forced
open the door of the vehicle and tam-
pered with the ignition.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22
• A Westfield Post Office employee

reported that the two driver’s side tires
on his motor vehicle were slashed while
the vehicle was parked behind the Post
Office building.
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Thursday, October 17, 2002  •  7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Saturday, October 26, 2002  •  10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
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Registration is open to residents of Scotch Plains and Fanwood.  A parent
or adult guardian must accompany each child.  New players will need to
bring a birth certificate for proof of age.  Registration fees are payable at
the time of registration.  ALL PLAYERS’ AGES 9-15 ENTERING
JUNIOR, MAJOR AND SENIOR DIVISIONS MUST ATTEND IN
ORDER TO BE FITTED PROPERLY.

Watch for the information letter your child will bring home from school.

Information letters are also available at the Recreation Department office
in the Scotch Plains municipal building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains.
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Daylight Savings Time Ends
Sunday, October 27, at 2 a.m.
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    Ben Corbin for The Westfield Leader
STILL WORKING ON IT...Construction continues at Mountainside’s
Beechwood School.   The school was originally supposed to open to students on
Tuesday, November 12, but will not open to students until December or
January.

from proficient to advanced proficient
levels in these standardized tests. In
general, 81 percent of students who
took the GEPA test fell in the profi-
cient/advance and proficient levels
for both math and language arts.

Mrs. Church devoted much of her
presentation to specifically explain-
ing the steps that would be taken in
2002/03 by faculty, students and par-
ents to continue on this positive trend
and make next years results even
better.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MS Continues to Struggle
With Construction Delays

Her presentation offered an action
plan that spoke of research, staff de-
velopment long-range reading
projects. In addition, parent confer-
ences will be scheduled to explain
the ESPA and GEPA testing proce-
dures. Her strategies were very spe-
cific and will be reviewed by the
total academic community of
Deerfield school that is comprised of
the Board of Education, the Parent
Teachers Association, faculty and
students.

ming pools, skeet range and the
like would be expected to gener-
ate sufficient revenue to pay their
operating cost, including setting
aside funds for repair, rehabilita-
tion and renovation. All revenue
and expense would be managed
by a trust fund, so that these enter-
prises would not be supported by
the taxpayers.

“We need to cut up the county’s
credit card. By putting capital
projects on a pay-as-you-go ba-
sis, we can increase the number of
projects completed because we
won’t be paying huge fees to the
same Wall Street bankers, accoun-
tants and lawyers who gave us
Enron, Global Crossing, Qwest
and the other names of shame
from the 1990s,” Mr. Whitaker
said.

Also in the press release distrib-
uted, Ms. Clericuzzio wrote, “We
need to rein in the county’s spend-
ing. The economic news gets
gloomier and gloomier as we un-
wind the tragic excesses of the
Clinton era. Lucent just announced
plans to lay off 40,000 more per-
sons, many undoubtedly from
Union County. While most laid
off workers eventually find new
employment, it often takes nine
months to a year before they be-
gin receiving a paycheck again.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

County GOP
Candidates

winter and the town did not have the
money available to mill and pave the
road.

First Ward Democratic Council-
man Carl Salisbury suggested that if
in three to four months the road was
still not aesthetically pleasing, that
Tamaques Way be considered for
milling and paving in next year’s
miscellaneous road projects.

Third Ward Democratic Council-
woman Claire Lazarowitz remarked
that residents on Irving Street had
also said that the micro-paving ma-
chine broke down. She added that
the northern end of the street looked
unfinished.

Mr. King admitted that his com-
pany is a newer firm and has a “lack
of experience.” He said that it is the
“right process for the right road at
the right time.”

Councilman Goldman suggested
that photographs be taken of the
roads now, and then again in three to
four months. Town Engineer Ken-
neth Marsh said the Department of
Public Works would use a digital
camera.

In other business, the council is set
to award a contract for the street
prints to be done as part of the Down-
town Streetscape project. The prints
will be similar to those on Rahway

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council Hears Paving
Report on Tamaques Way

Avenue and will be done on East
Broad and Elm Streets.

Town Administrator James Gildea
explained that some of the work will
be done at night.

Mayor McDermott noted that the
residents needed to be informed of
the street closures.

In another matter, Bernard Heeney,
the Town Clerk, will be reappointed
for a three-year term.

Third Ward Democratic Council-
man and Chairman of the Personnel
Committee Kevin Walsh questioned
if the reappointment should have
come before his committee.

Mr. Gildea said appointments that
are based upon his recommendation
had not come before the personnel
committee in the past. He added that
he would ask for guidance from the
committee if there was a problem.

Mayor McDermott asked what
other positions are appointed.

Mr. Gildea explained that outside
firms were hired to evaluate the ap-
pointments of the town’s fire and
police chiefs.

He added that the Town Engineer
is also an appointment on his recom-
mendation, but that he does not ap-
point the Town Attorney or Labor
Attorney.

Mr. Gildea also pointed out that
some boards, such as the recreation
commission, appoint the department
heads.

Councilwoman Jacobson said that
because these are “such key posi-
tions,” they should be discussed on
the committee level.

First Ward Republican Council-
man and Chairman of the Building
and Town Property Committee Peter
Echausse reported that the commit-
tee had met with the Westfield His-
torical Society in reference to Edgar
Reeve’s home on Mountain Avenue.

The house and property on which
it stands became the property of the
town upon Mr. Reeve’s death earlier
this year.

Councilman Echausse explained
that it is the Historical Society’s in-
tent to use the house as a museum,
office space and archive storage. He
said the house needs to either have an
addition put on or needs to be retro-
fit in compliance with Americans
with Disabilities Act regulations.

He noted that the Society is asking
for a long-term lease for $1 a year
and that the DPW cut the grass and
perform snow removal.

The council agreed for Town At-
torney Robert Cockren to move for-
ward on a preliminary agreement.

The council will have a public
meeting on Tuesday, October 29.

          Jennifer Pinto for The Westfield Leader
BOOK ‘EM...Last week Lauren S. Pass, a reporter for The Westfield Leader was
fingerprinted by Mountainside Police Detective Michael D. Jackson during a
demonstartion of the department’s new “Cross Match Live Scan” fingerprinting
computer.

Program to Present
Tips on Preparing

Gardens For Winter
WESTFIELD – The Rutgers Co-

operative Extension Master Gar-
deners of Union County will
present a free lecture, open to the
public, on Wednesday, October 30,
at 7:30 p.m.

Dr. Eve Shaw will present a lec-
ture on “Preparing the Garden for
the Winter: Putting the Beds to Bed”
in the Union County Administration
Building auditorium, located at 300
North Avenue, East, in Westfield.

This lecture will outline the four
types of damage to plants caused by
winter and how to prevent each one.
It will describe the types of mulch
needed for different locations, split-
ting and planting perennials and the
use of bulbs for a colorful early
spring display and preparing new
beds.

Interested individuals may reserve
a seat by calling (908) 654-9854.

Rutgers Cooperative Extension of
Union County provides information
and educational services to all people
without regard to sex, race, color,
national origin, disability or handi-
cap, or age.


