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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Open a Blue Devils’ CD and
We’ll Add 1.00%*

APY (Annual Percentage Yield) is variable and based upon the prior four-week 
average of the 91-day U.S.Treasury Bill discount rate plus 1.00%. Minimum interest rate
is 1.50%.The current 91-day US Treasury Bill is 1.61%, resulting in an APY of 2.65%.
The APY assumes interest will remain on deposit. A withdrawal will reduce your APY.
This offer may be withdrawn without further notice.There is a substantial penalty for
early withdrawal.

I N S U R E D

520 South Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-0800 
Fax: 908-301-0843

44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-518-9333
Fax: 908-518-0803

Available Terms:
6-Months to 5 years

Minimum to open $5,000

Plus, The Town Bank will donate $5.00
to the Westfield High School Booster Club 

for each certificate opened!

* Offer valid at our Westfield Branch only. Member FDIC. UnitedTrust Bank 
is a registered service mark of United National Bancorp. Equal Opportunity Lender.

Introducing UnitedTrust Bank

www.unitedtrust.com

1. 800. 223.1123

Savings 

Free Convenience
Checking

Personal Loans

IRAs/CDs

Business Banking

Online Banking

Trust and Investment
Services

Commercial Loans

We can relateSM

We just opened a new branch located at 900 South Avenue.We’re looking forward
to building new relationships with customers like you. At UnitedTrust, we help 
families find the financial solutions that will make their lives easier — from Free
Convenience Checking to retirement planning.We help small businesses grow 
and growing businesses succeed. Now you can have the convenience and the 
personalized service you deserve, close to home and close to your business.
Because when it comes to the right financial services, we can relate.

ready to bank closer to home?

looking for a bank that cares about you and your needs?

want a bank that is more than just convenient?

— we can relate

Stop by and ask us about Convenience Checking — it’s FREE for Life!*

Candidate Campaign Release

Betancourt Opposes Closing
Of S. Chestnut as Remedy

WESTFIELD — Saying that West-
field needed a comprehensive plan to
address traffic issues within the ShopRite
grid, Second Ward Councilman Rafael
Betancourt reiterated his opposition to
the closure of South Chest-
nut as a traffic remedy.

C o u n c i l m a n
Betancourt noted that traf-
fic experts have advised
that the closing of South
Chestnut would be a ma-
jor mistake, and would do
nothing to address the traf-
fic concerns of residents
of neighboring Benson,
Gallows Hill, South
Euclid and other adjacent
streets.

“Traffic is like water in
that it seeks the area of
least resistance,” said
Councilman Betancourt.
“As chairman of the Traffic, Parking and
Transportation Committee, I’ve recom-
mended that next year we budget signifi-
cant dollars for traffic calming-mea-
sures more sensible than the closing of a
street. Over the past 12 months, I’ve met
with residents of the grid, and we had
decided that the closing of any one street
would not benefit other streets in the
ShopRite grid, and would, in fact, clog
other streets with traffic.”

Councilman Betancourt said he was
disappointed to see his opponent endorse
the closure of South Chestnut, which
would benefit residents of that street at

the expense of the rest of the community.
“As a public official, you need to act

for the greater good of the community.
Sometimes those are difficult decisions.
But in this case, it’s simply not feasible

to start closing streets
down due to traffic con-
cerns,” said Councilman
Betancourt.

“I’ve had residents tell
me that if we shut down
South Chestnut, their
street should be shut
down as well. If we start
shutting streets down like
this, the whole grid would
be closed to vehicular
traffic. There are other
alternatives we can use
that address the safety
concerns of residents
without having to close
streets to traffic.”

Councilman Betancourt added that
closing streets would simply pit resi-
dents from one street against residents
of another.

“It’s not good public policy to pit one
group of citizens against another,” he
said. “Residents of the streets within the
ShopRite grid should work together to
make the best decisions for the collec-
tive whole. That’s what we’ve been do-
ing until this point, that’s what fosters
good neighborhood relations, and that’s
the kind of relationship I want to have
with my constituents while I’m their
elected representative.”

Rafael Betancourt, GOP

Candidate Campaign Release

Owens: No Newcomer to
Ward 2, Community Action
WESTFIELD — When members of the

Ward 2 Traffic Group met with the team of
traffic engineers from Wilbur Smith Asso-
ciates on October 16, it culminated the first
phase of a process begun two years ago.

It was back in Septem-
ber of 2000 when a large
group of residents of what
has come to be called “the
ShopRite grid” first gath-
ered with town officials to
seek solutions to the antici-
pated traffic safety prob-
lems that would accom-
pany the new supermarket
then under construction on
North Avenue.

I was among the origi-
nal members of that group
started two years ago.
While none of us expected
an immediate fix, neither
did we anticipate two years
of meetings and consistent pressure on
town officials to finally begin the solution
process.

Mr. Betancourt is a relative newcomer to
the Ward 2 traffic calming process. Despite
attending the initial traffic group meeting,
he did not remain actively involved in the
process. Only this year did he drift in by
dint of his appointment to head the Traffic
Parking and Transportation Committee
(TPT) of the Town Council – a position that
allows him to claim leadership of traffic
calming efforts in the area.

Ironically, funding was in place in 2001
to begin remediation efforts, but action did
not follow. Only in the summer of 2002, in
his role as the head of the TPT, did the
incumbent councilman act to hire an engi-
neering firm. Only now, in the midst of an
election campaign, did the incumbent coun-
cilman state that his intent has been to
develop a comprehensive plan.

Only now did the incumbent council-
man use the trappings of incumbency -
letters on formal town letterhead inviting
citizens to the meeting, and news releases
- to promote a stakeholder meeting in the
middle of this campaign season.

Those of us who have been participating
in the months and months of meetings

know better. Those of us who volunteered
our time on numerous occasions to con-
duct our own traffic study under profes-
sional supervision know better. Those of
us who appeared at numerous Town Coun-

cil meetings and TPT com-
mittee meetings know bet-
ter. We were there from the
beginning, rolling up our
sleeves to tackle the prob-
lems we had anticipated
and sought to solve. It took
us two years to get to the
meeting we had on Octo-
ber 16, with a newcomer
playing host.

That’s one of the rea-
sons I’m hoping to win
Mr. Betancourt’s position
on the council: I’ve been
there, in the trenches, work-
ing alongside my neigh-
bors on this and other com-

munity issues. I still am. Winning on Tues-
day, November 5 will make me even more
effective.

David Owen, DEMCandidate Capaign Release

Ferguson Endorses Skibitsky
For WF Third Ward Council

WESTFIELD — Congressman Mike
Ferguson has endorsed Andrew Skibitsky
as Westfield’s best choice to represent
the Third Ward. Ferguson made the en-
dorsement last week at a campaign rally
to drum up support for Mayor Greg
McDermott and his team of council can-
didates on election day.

Congressman Ferguson said Mr.
Skibitsky had the experience and leader-

ship qualities necessary to make the right
choices for Westfield in the future. Mr.
Skibitsky said he was pleased to have earned
the support of a high-profile congressman,
who has been doing such a great job fighting
for national security, creating economic
initiatives and developing educational re-
forms to move the country forward.

“It’s very special to me to receive the
endorsement of Congressman Ferguson,”
said Mr. Skibitsky. “I’m pleased he has
confidence in my abilities, and I’m re-
ally looking forward to reaching out to
as many residents as possible in the
closing weeks of the campaign.

“From talking to citizens of the Third
Ward, I’ve learned so much about what
they expect from their local govern-
ment, and I’m excited about having the
opportunity to represent my community
on Town Council.”

Candidate Campaign Release

Chris Panagos Makes Westfield Safety
And Traffic Control in Town a Priority

WESTFIELD — Chris Panagos,
Fourth Ward Town Council Candidate
says one of his primary goals is continu-
ing the traffic and safety initiatives that
are in their early stages of implementa-
tion.

“I’m pleased to see that safety and
traffic have become a priority in West-
field. I hope that traffic calming, side-
walk repair and installation programs
continue until all areas of town receive
proper attention. I applaud the Westfield
Police Department under Chief Tracy’s
leadership in moving ahead with safe
driving speed initiatives and increasing
traffic safety enforcement,” says Mr.
Panagos.

The candidate would prioritize reduc-
ing traffic speed on West Broad Street to
25 miles per hour as one of the next
stages of the town-wide program. He
says the proximity of McKinley School,
St. Luke’s Church and Memorial Pool
necessitates this move and should have
been implemented long ago.

In light of the recent recommenda-
tions of the Planning Board in designat-
ing the Prospect and Elm Street Site and
South Avenue Site as areas in need of
redevelopment, Mr. Panagos supports
moving forward and addressing the de-
mands for additional parking, but only
up to the point of which there is no cost
imposed upon resident taxpayers.

He applauds the work of the Parking
Sub-Committee in accurately determin-
ing the parking shortfalls. The candidate
noted that, “The issue of downtown and
commuter parking affects a significant
part of our population and cannot be
ignored. However, I am concerned about
how parking decks would fit into the
current positive trend focusing on traffic
and safety issues.

I would make progress on these
projects contingent upon their reducing
traffic and not increasing it, especially
on South Avenue which is already heavily
congested. I sincerely hope that the an-
ticipated cost estimates - placing no
burden on the taxpayers, is accurate —
and indeed my support of these projects
is contingent upon that assumption be-
ing true.”

Schools – The ongoing parking situa-
tion at Westfield High School affecting
Rahway Avenue, Dorian Road, Edgar
Road and Codding Road should not take
a backseat to the more widely publicized
downtown parking programs, Mr.
Panagos says.

“I would like to continue discussions
between the Town Council and Board of
Education in seeking to expand off street
parking. Clearing the streets and making
them safer for pedestrians and residents
is an attainable goal.”

Mr. Panagos supports Councilman

Betancourt’s concerns that this project
move ahead before the completion of the
Codding Road development. Of further
concern to the candidate is the danger
created around Edison Intermediate School
and Kehler Field House in the afternoons
and during weekend football games.

He cautioned that, “The lack of visibil-
ity at several corners in the surrounding
area creates an immediate hazard for driv-
ers and pedestrians as serious as the dan-
gers of traffic speed on Rahway Avenue.”

Town Services- “We have asked the
Police and Fire Departments to do more
with less. They have responded with
nothing but the highest level of service
for the town,” he said.

Mr. Panagos believes that the town
needs to support the departments with
the resources in order that safety and
security initiatives are seen through to
completion.

“Let’s not cut their feet out from un-
der them but give them the tools they
need to finish the job,” he urged.

Mr. Panagos welcomes any comments
or discussion and encourages residents
to email
christopherpanagos@hotmail.com or
call 908-233-3947

GOP CAMPAIGN GATHERING...Congressman Mike Ferguson meets to
support Westfield Mayor Gregory McDermott for reelection, as well as sup-
porting  the campaigns for Westfield Town Council of 3rd Ward candidate
Andrew Skibitsky and 1st Ward candidate Sal Caruano.

Crafters Wanted
For Holiday
Nature Show

Trailside Nature & Science Center is
looking for crafters and artisans to sell
quality crafts and gifts at its 19th Annual
Holiday Nature Craft Show on Sunday,
December 8 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Items to be sold must be handmade
from natural materials or be based on
a natural history theme. Crafts being
sought include hand-woven basketry,
stencil work, children’s toys, stained
glass, original nature stationery or
photography, and arrangements of live
green or dried plants. Decorative and
gift items with wildlife, gardening or
nature themes are also appropriate.

Registration is $15-$25 per space.
Admission is free. Crafters and
artisans should call Susan Day at
(908) 789-3670.

Erratum
A front-page story about the West-

field mayoral candidates, which ran on
Page 1 of The Westfield Leader on Oc-
tober 17, included an incorrect spelling
of one of the candidates. Thomas Fuccillo
is the correct spelling of the Democratic
candidate. We regret the error.
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