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Candidate Campaign Release

 Mayor McDermott: Keeping
Property Tax Under Control
WESTFIELD — Citing a recent Star-

Ledger report on rising property taxes in
New Jersey, Mayor Greg McDermott
said that Westfield has avoided the dra-
matic rise in property taxes experienced
by so many other towns in New Jersey by
learning “to do more with less.”

As a result of new cost-savings, im-
proved efficiencies and long-range fi-
nancial planning, taxes collected solely
to operate the Town of Westfield have gone
up only $50 for the average assessed house-
hold, or about a $1 a week, over the past two
years, according to McDermott.

“The Town of Westfield has had to
exercise tremendous fiscal restraint.
First, we faced a dramatic rise in insur-
ance premiums as a result of post-Sep-
tember 11 rate increases. The rising ex-
penses were coupled with a 10 percent
increase in Union County costs and the
decision by Governor McGreevey to
freeze school aid and state aid to munici-
palities like Westfield,” said Mayor
McDermott. “Despite these challenges,
Westfield was able to approve a munici-
pal budget that contained only a 4.5 cent
increase in the tax rate for municipal
purposes.”

The Mayor, who is running for a sec-
ond term in office on November 5, said
that reining in taxes did not require the
town to cut or eliminate essential ser-
vices.

“The town only keeps 15 percent of
the total property taxes collected. Yet,
with this small percentage, Westfield
can still boast of a full-time, profes-
sional fire department, a first-rate, well-
trained police force, a well-maintained in-

frastructure and a constantly improving
downtown,” said the Mayor, who was first
elected to office in 1997 as the First Ward
representative to the Town Council.

Noting that more than 20 percent of
taxes collected from Westfield residents
is allocated to Union County govern-
ment, Mayor McDermott said that West-
field would continue to fight to have
more of its own dollars returned to the
town through improved and expanded
county services and programs.

Furthermore, the Mayor commented
that Westfield would continue to build
on its strong record of generating effi-
ciencies in government through shared
services, both within the town and in
cooperation with neighboring commu-
nities, such as Westfield’s role as a
regional health office.

“As the Star-Ledger analysis showed,
the average New Jersey homeowner ex-
perienced the largest one year property
increase in more than a decade. West-
field residents did not, because we chal-
lenged every department and every em-
ployee to find a way to do more with less,
and they met this goal,” said Mayor
McDermott.

“We will continue to budget appropri-
ately for the priorities that are important
to Westfield, including safe roads and
clean public areas, and continue to find
ways to provide municipal services with
the highest quality but lowest costs.”

For more information on other priori-
ties important to Greg McDermott, please
visit www.mcdermott-team.net.

Candidate Campaign Release

Tom Fuccillo Thanks
Westfield Residents

WESTFIELD – With this year’s cam-
paign for Mayor coming to a close, Tom
Fuccillo wishes to thank Westfielders
for their support and good will over the
last six months.

“Westfield is home to some wonder-
ful people,” Mr. Fuccillo said. “I have
met more residents than I can count, at
coffees, street fairs and on their front
lawns and porches, and to the person,
they have been a joy to talk to and to
share ideas with for a better town.”

The top issues on Westfielders’ minds
are property taxes and public safety. Mr.
Fuccillo reported that the municipal tax
increases, to the tune of nearly $8 mil-
lion over the last 11 years, was the issue
most cited as one of concern.

“The Westfield taxpayer has seen the
municipal portion of their tax bill in-
crease substantially,” Mr. Fuccillo said.
“We have to do a better job to control the
increases in our municipal taxes.”

“As mayor, I will work hard to cut
waste from the budget, to seek ways to
realize economies of scale and to ex-
plore opportunities to increase our tax
base,” Mr. Fuccillo added. “I pledge to
the voters that these tasks will be my
highest priority.”

Public safety issues, like the state of

the town’s infrastructure, traffic volume
and speeding, have also been on voters’
minds, the candidate reported.

“I have walked all over Westfield
during this campaign, and I am con-
cerned about the state of repair of our
town’s streets, sidewalks and curbs,”
Mr. Fuccillo said. “Many of our streets
haven’t been paved in years, our con-
crete curbs are crumbling, and our side-
walks are difficult to navigate, particu-
larly for the families that push strollers
in our town.”

Mr. Fuccillo highlighted a plan that
calls for a stepped up effort to repave
needy streets, replace substandard curbing
and expand the town’s sidewalk replace-
ment program. To deal with the issue of
increasing traffic volume, the candidate
called for finally moving forward on the
parking deck plan, which, among other
benefits, will decrease the number of cars
hunting for a place to park in the down-
town.

To deter speeding, Mr. Fuccillo called
for more strategic police enforcement
efforts in the most troublesome areas of
town, as well as the implementation of
effective traffic calming measures, learn-
ing from the Rahway Avenue experi-
ment.

Resident Opposes
Clover Street Light,
Offers Alternatives

The charm of the tree-lined streets and
ambiance of Westfield attracted me to
buy my first house in this town. I have
been a resident of Westfield for three
years and look forward to some day
raising a family here.

Living on Cedar Street, I have a con-
cern of the implications of putting a
traffic light on Clover Street. The safety
of the children coming and going to
school is of great importance to the
community. I do, however, believe that
sidewalks on Central Avenue and a police
officer to direct traffic would be much more
aesthetically pleasing for the residents and
serve the same purpose.

Cedar Street neighbors and myself
would be subject to extra traffic cutting
down our block to avoid the new traffic
light. Additionally, cars will be backed
up on Central Avenue at all hours of the
day and night for us to hear and see.

I appreciate your consideration in find-
ing other alternatives to the proposed
traffic light on Clover Street.

Linda M. Adolph
Westfield

Resident Thanks All
For Walk For Dads
Community Effort

Thank you for covering the grand
success of “A Walk For Dads,” the
walkathon to raise money for the West-
field 9/11 Memorial, in your October
17th issue.

I wish to point out that in addition to
the Westfield public elementary schools,
many families from Holy Trinity el-
ementary school took the time and per-
sonal initiative to join our fundraising
efforts. We thank the generous children,
parents and teachers of Holy Trinity for
helping to give true meaning to a West-
field “community” event.

Dianne Crisan
Committee Member, “A Walk For

Dads”
Westfield

WF Resident Asks
Questions of Candidates

In Fourth Ward
I have sent a letter with these questions

to Larry Goldman and Chris Panagos, the
candidates to represent the Fourth Ward on
the Town Council. I believe that the voters
would be interested in their response prior
to the election.

1) What is your position on perma-
nently maintaining the crèche as part of
the holiday display at the train station?

2) Is it true that you would like to see
the Westfield Fire Department become a
volunteer fire department? (this ques-
tion is directed to Councilman Goldman)

3) Should local governing bodies adopt
a policy that the annual property tax
increase be limited to approximately the
rate of inflation?

I look forward to your response.

Tom Madaras
Westfield

Resident Agrees That
Drivers Don’t Yield

At Pedestrian Crossing
I write to lend support for the excel-

lent article by Michelle Kuppersmith
and the letter by Laura Tabloski (both
October 17) about the serious problem
of drivers not yielding to pedestrians at
town crosswalks.

This is a dangerous problem—one
there really is no excuse for. This is
especially so in a town that is trying it’s
hardest to promote pedestrian traffic.
It’s past time that more and better traffic
signs be placed throughout town warn-
ing drivers of their obligation to stop for
pedestrians in crosswalks. In view of
what is at stake for individuals crossing
our streets, the town should pay for these
signs if it can’t get funding from the state.

With stronger police enforcement and
better signs, we could greatly reduce, if not
eliminate, this problem.

John Nelson
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

Letters to
the Editor

Councilwoman Responds to Article
Published in The Westfield Leader

Elected officials have a responsibility
to work diligently on behalf of the con-
stituents they represent, even if it leaves
them open to criticism by political oppo-
nents during a campaign season. I was
aware of this reality when I took office as
Councilwoman representing Westfield’s
Third Ward.

In the October 17, 2002 issue of The
Westfield Leader, a story was written pertain-
ing to a Public Safety Committee meeting and
an issue surrounding a proposed traffic light
in my ward. I’m compelled to set the record
straight with facts in this letter, since the
reporter who wrote the piece for the publica-
tion offered me no such opportunity.

The County of Union is willing to place
a traffic light at the corner of Central
Avenue and Clover Street. This signal
carries an estimated cost of $200,000,
picked up entirely by the county. There is
a group of citizens who are proponents of
placing the signal, and another group that
emerged as opposed to the light. I under-
stand my responsibility to represent all
individuals of the Third Ward, so I called
a meeting to bring both groups together
and discuss an issue that impacts every-
one. As Councilwoman and the chairman
of the Public Safety Committee, it was
within my realm of authority and respon-
sibility.

My colleagues on the Public Safety
Committee, Peter Echausse and Carl
Salisbury, were made aware of the meeting
and did not attend. I also contacted Coun-
cilman Betancourt, who chairs the Trans-
portation, Parking and Traffic Committee.

Mr. Betancourt informed me that he could
attend if the meeting started at 6 p.m., so that
was the time established. However, Mr.
Betancourt failed to show up.

Mayor McDermott points out that I
had the meeting without these individu-
als present. They were informed and
notified in advance and did not attend.
This I had no control over. What I could
control was creating a situation where
township residents could have their
voices heard by their Third Ward repre-
sentative, Police Chief Bernard Tracy
and an engineer from the County of
Union, Tim Mettlen. Their opportunity
to speak should not have been precluded
by members of the council failing to
attend a scheduled meeting.

Your newspaper refers to the dissemi-
nation of the meeting notice by a town
employee. Our town administrator in-
formed me that notifying residents
through township employees was an ac-
ceptable practice and an efficient method
often implemented. No employee was
provided with campaign literature to
include in the delivery.

As elected officials, there is no way to
separate what you say in a campaign and
how you act once elected, and there
shouldn’t be. The promises you make
when you ask for a vote become your
responsibility to work toward in office.
This traffic light will impact residents of
the Third Ward – my ward. Above all
else, and notwithstanding the overt po-
litical swipes taken at me by the mayor
during this election season, I must do
what is right for the families who live
there and elected me.

Claire Lazarowitz
Third Ward Councilwoman

Westfield

There Are Too Many
Political Signs

On Public Property
It’s election time again and political

signs have been appearing everywhere. I
have no problem with property owners
placing signs on their lawns. They have
the right to express their political views.
I do not think that they should pollute our
public properties, especially our parks,
golf courses and conservation zones with
signs that I think are in bad taste.

The democrats in Scotch Plains have
blanketed these and other public areas
with their signs. I am offended by their
insensitivity and by their hypocrisy. Just
a few short years ago, the democratic
controlled council insisted on ordinances
prohibiting campaigning on township
property. What short memories they
have!

Marion Monteverdi Roberts
Scotch Plains

Reader Asks People
To Vote Republican
In N.J. Senate Race

I was born in New Jersey and lived
there for 50 years. It saddened me to find
out how Bob Torricelli badly corrupted
the Senate seat that the people of New
Jersey entrusted to him. But it angered
me to learn that Torricelli denied the
good people of New Jersey the opportu-
nity to do what the leadership of the
Senate didn’t have the backbone to do –
kick him out of the Senate.

The Democrats went too far this time.
They corrupted the Senate seat that be-
longs to the people in New Jersey, I
would vote to give the seat to the Repub-
licans. It’s time for a change!

Jane Salek Kenny
Jacksonville, Fla.

Former Westfield Mayor Bud Booth Responds
To Comments by Candidate Tom Fuccillo

I read with interest the comments of
Tom Fuccillo, the Democratic candidate
for Mayor, who is very upset that in his
four years in Westfield a parking deck has
not been built. Since I espoused building
a deck with his same fervor the night I
become mayor in January 1992, when the
interest rates also were comparatively low,
I thought some comments might be in
order.

As anyone who has been in town for the
past two decades, and more, knows, talk,
studies, advocates and detractors as to
parking decks have been ongoing. The
closest it ever came was in the early 1980s,
when the council, myself included, floated
bonds to build a deck opposite the post
office. When two rounds of bidding pro-
duced five bids in excess of what our
professionals thought it should cost, the
council backed off (and the monies were
used for other municipal capital purposes).

My predecessor, Rich Bagger, had ap-
pointed a downtown study commission,
and my enthusiasm upon becoming Mayor
was met with recommendations that there
was a process, which should be followed.
I listened to the commission, made up of
both residents and downtown business
interests, and we went through several
steps. Westfield applied for and was ac-
corded status in the national and state
MainStreet program, which provided ex-
pertise on many subjects, parking and
parking decks included.

I then appointed two commissions,
one to study parking in detail and one to
consider establishing a special improve-
ment district, a defined area whose tax-
payers would pay a municipally approved
increment to get services and improve-
ments that would not be forthcoming
from the regular municipal budget.

The parking commission worked al-
most a year and produced a thorough,
lengthy report which I found helpful and
I assume more recent mayors and
councilpersons have also. And, after a
nine-month process, the council unani-
mously and bipartisanly approved creat-
ing the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion, notwithstanding some residual op-
position, and I appointed the first board.

The point of all of this is simple:
Westfield is a community where a lot of
people have a lot of divergent views and
interests. The overall good of the town
is best served by trying to find a course,
which meets the concerns and objec-
tions of those who dissent from the
proposed course of action. Ramming
something through has not happened in
this town in my experience, no matter
who is in Town Hall. Although we have
what is known as a “strong mayor” form
of government, it and he are not that
strong, and should not be. This is not the
big city, where residents and voters
have little to say about what goes on in
this community.

I feel about a parking deck now as a
decade ago – it should be built on the north

side first to deal with shoppers, our down-
town lifeblood; it should be between Elm
and Prospect, it should somehow incor-
porate or be integrated with the Trader Joe
property and air rights over same, and if
it will not support itself, which I still
believe, to a reasonable extent, the short-
fall should be included with municipal
services in the municipal budget and tax
bill.

When I was Mayor, the most gratifying
words I heard, and I heard them a lot, were
“So and so is moving back to Westfield”.
Of all the places in this area, they want to
come back here. Many, yea probably most
current residents voted for Westfield when
they made their biggest investments - fam-

Scotch Plains Resident Addresses
BOE About Eyesore at Coles School

This letter was also sent to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education

*  *  *  *  *
I am a 23-year resident of Scotch Plains.

Last month, I contacted Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Carol Choye to comment on
three issues.

First, I wanted her to know that as a
long-time resident, I am truly pleased
with the direction in which she is taking
our school district. Clearly, under her
leadership, our schools are better than
when she arrived.

Second, I asked her whether the Board
of Education has considered initiating a
long-term plan to improve relations be-
tween the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Educa-

tion Association and the Board of Educa-
tion. Prior to moving to Scotch Plains in
1980, I had been apprised of an ongoing
hostility between the two parties. Rather
than improving, the relationship appears to
have deteriorated over the past three de-
cades.

According to my friends in real estate,
this inability to work cooperatively has
had a deleterious effect on property val-
ues in our beautiful town. A long-term
plan needs to be developed to repair the
adversarial relationship; the time to be-
gin the healing process is now – not
when the parties come together to nego-
tiate a new contract. Has any thought
been given to addressing this issue now?

Finally, my most immediate concern
is the addition to the Coles School. The
original building is attractive; the addi-
tion on the side of the field is ugly for no
apparent reason. Cables, wires, meters
and other electrical equipment do not
belong on the front of any building, and
the protective fence only attracts atten-
tion to this eyesore. I strongly urge the
Board of Education to have all of these
maintenance items moved from the front
of the building to the back or to the side
of the building – anywhere out of sight.

If convenient, I would appreciate hear-
ing from the President of the Board
informally on these issues. If it is prefer-
able for me to come to a Board of Edu-
cation meeting to discuss them more
publicly, I will be pleased to do so.

I appreciate your consideration of these
matters and thank you all for your good
work on behalf of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood community.

Robert G. Petix
Scotch Plains

Editor’s Note: Dr. Petix is Principal
of the Westfield High School

ily, education and residence – by selecting
this Town as their place to live. The com-
munity selected has been in the steward-
ship of successive Mayors (until 2000 all
Republican) and mostly Republican coun-
cil members for decades.

We Council members and Mayors, of
both parties, and our approach to problem
resolution must have done something right
over these many years, and produced a
worthwhile community – or why do so
many people move here, and why do houses
resell so much?

Bud Booth
Mayor and Councilman (1980-1996)

Westfield

Truthfulness of Leader Reporting Is
Questioned on Central Ave. Crossing
As a Westfield resident for the past 12

years, I have normally enjoyed The
Leader’s articles on town issues. How-
ever, after reading the recent article by
Lauren S. Pass, I have come to realize
that there must be no factual verification
of articles published in the paper. The
photo caption in the article regarding the
proposed light on Central Avenue states
that only eight children cross there each
day.

As the parent of two Jefferson School
children who regularly walk to school
with at least two other children, I find it
amazing that this constitutes half of the
walking population across Central Av-
enue.

This is clearly not the truth and prior
to publishing incorrect information, I
would suggest that Ms. Pass spend a
morning at the corner and count the
number of children herself.

That being said, the actual number of
children, or adults for that matter, is irrel-
evant, as the safety of crossing Central
Avenue should be the main concern. The

proposed light, as I understand it, would be
operated only upon the pressing of a button
and would not cause the detouring of
traffic, as many people have suggested.

The speed along Central Avenue is far
in excess of the posted 35 mph and a
light would at least allow residents to
cross safely.

Perhaps I need to be elected mayor of
the town, in order to have some attention
paid to the safety concerns of Jefferson
School children, as the present mayor has
done for Franklin School, where his chil-
dren attend.

Robert Schmeider
Westfield

Publisher’s note: Our newspaper in-
terviewed several sources to obtain and
report reliable information. We have
held the sources confidential, as they
fear reprisal.

Also, we stationed our photographer
to observe the crossing for 40 minutes. Six
children crossed during that period in the
morning.

Common Sense Says It’s Time to Prohibit
Hand-Held Cell Phone Use While Driving

Governor McGreevey and the State Legislature are
considering a ban on drivers using hand-held cell
phones while operating their vehicle. We’ve called for
such a prohibition before, and we continue to believe
it’s a good idea.

Cell phone usage has exploded in the past few years,
and it’s likely that most people have experienced close
calls with a car being driven by someone with their cell
phone pressed to their ear, too busy to pay complete
attention to the road. Driving has become increasingly
dangerous in recent years, and using a cell phone
while driving certainly doesn’t make our crowded
roads any safer.

The Legislature failed to act last year on bills intro-
duced in 2000 that would have imposed fines of $100-
$250 on drivers using a cell phone while driving.
While Trenton dithered, some New Jersey municipali-
ties enacted their own bans. We’ve called on our towns
to enact their own bans and, in the absence of any
action by the state, we’d urge local governments to
look at this issue again.

Our local roads are often thick with traffic; we have
a significant number of children and elderly persons
who are potentially at risk when crossing the street;
drivers these days seem to always be in a rush, and our
area has experienced a number of fatal accidents
involving drivers and pedestrians.

Some argue that a ban on cell phone usage would
infringe on free speech rights. It’s important to remem-
ber, though, that driving is a privilege, not a right. And
driving and talking on a cell phone is not a right.
Requiring a driver to either use a headset or pull off the
road to make or receive a call in no way infringes on
anyone’s rights. Unsafe cell phone use does not affect
just the driver of a car, but potentially dozens of others
— other drivers, pedestrians, cyclists and property. It’s
time for a change in personal habits. Just as mandatory
seat belt use and stricter drunk driving laws have
resulted in fewer accidents and fatalities, a ban on cell
phone use by drivers, especially a uniform statewide
ban, would also make our roads a bit safer and prevent
additional tragedies from happening.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Crispation – The act of curling, or

state of being curled
2. Apocrustic – An astringent or re-

pellent
3. Sanguigenous – Producing blood
4. Thylacitis – Inflammation of the oil

glands of the skin
PERFRICATE

1. To rub thoroughly
2. Violating faith or allegiance
3. To puncture; pierce
4. To enliven; exhilarate

MILTER
1. To become milder, ass the weather
2. To mix; mingle
3. A male fish during breeding time
4. A cornfield

PERIOPLE
1. A passage from the Bible used in a

formal service
2. Latticework upon which climbing

plants are grown
3. A series of standing stones sur-

rounding a central object
4. The outside, smooth, horny part of

the hoof of a horse
PERRON

1. A court entirely round a temple,
surrounded by a wall

2. An outside staircase
3. One who receives anything, as rent

or profits of an estate
4. The European falcon
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