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1. FREE No-Minimum-Balance Checking
for a full 2 years1.

2. $25 Valley Reward when you’re approved and
use your new Valley Check Card ($15 when approved,
then a $1 credit, up to $10, every time you use your
card for a Visa® purchase).

3. FREE Online Bill Payment for 6 months, 
then just $2.50 per month...less than half the price
charged by many of our competitors!

4. FREE Online Banking.

5. FREE Checks.

6. FREE Valley Rewards Sweepstakes entry
each time you use your Valley Check Card for 
a Visa purchase. There will be a winner at every 
Valley branch — every month. 
You could win one of 1,572 prizes, including the
Grand Prize of $25,000 cash! 2

Visit any Valley Branch today to open a 
Valley Convenience Checking Account and apply      
for a Valley Check Card. For more details, call 
1-800-522-4100 or visit www.valleynationalbank.com.

Special limited time offers are available for new accounts only. Offers may be withdrawn without prior notice. See a customer service representative for other terms and conditions that may apply. Offer is limited to 
one account per customer.
1Convenience Checking Account will be free of service fees and minimum balance requirements for a 24-month period commencing on the date of account opening.
2Enter Valley RewardsSM Sweepstakes for a chance to win a $25,000 bank account or other valuable prizes. NO PURCHASE OR TRANSACTION NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. Sweepstakes starts 10/1/02 and ends 3/31/03. Open to
legal residents of CT, DE, NJ, NY and PA, 18 and older only. To learn how to enter and/or earn entries and for other important Sweepstakes information, read the Complete Official Rules available at your Valley National Bank Branch or 
visit www.valleynationalbank.com. Odds of winning depend on number of eligible entries received. Void where prohibited.
©2002 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC. Equal Opportunity Lender.

Now, there’s a
real reason 
to switch banks.
(Actually, six.)

CONVENIENCE CHECKING with VALLEY REWARDS SM

Real convenience, great service, cash back,
and more — all rolled into one amazing
package. That’s a Valley Convenience
Checking Account with Valley RewardsSM.
We call them Rewards, but you’ll call it 
money in your pocket.
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and maintain the loss

“I will safely and quickly end your specific struggle
with food. . . whether it’s cravings, excessive portions,

binge eating, or something else.  Day in and day out, I help
people conquer the challenges that stand between them and

their weight-loss & maintenance goals.”
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Board Certified  Insured  Private Appointments
908-301-0445  www.DrRonnyGlassman.com
Other services available.  Please call or visit.

By Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TEAMING SUPPORT…Teamsters Local 877 of Linden stand with Congress-
man Mike Ferguson last Saturday in Merrill Park as he seeks reelection. Adults
pictured from the left are Carol Greder, Congressman Ferguson, Local President
Curt Greder, V.P. ‘Doc’ Doherty and Cyndi Doherty. Youngsters David
Kropiewnowski and James Sidoti are holding the flags.

Candidate Campaign Release

Caruana’s Message Centers
Around Community Service
Citing his extensive record of com-

munity service and proven track record
of achievement, First Ward Westfield
Town Council Candidate Sal Caruana
prepared to take his message directly to
the voters during the last weeks of the
campaign.

“Over the past few months, I’ve tried
as best I can to honestly state my posi-
tions on the issues that
count most to Westfield
citizens, and meet as
many residents of the
First Ward as possible,”
said Mr. Caruana.
“When I saw a need for a
crosswalk near Franklin
school, I said so in print.
When I thought the
Council should consider
the special needs of the
underprivileged and se-
nior communities, I told
them so. And when I
think that current Coun-
cil plans can be made
better-such as changing
the proposed parking
deck location on Pros-
pect and Elm, I fight for the needs of my
neighborhood. First Ward residents will
always know where I stand on the issues.
I think they appreciate that, and I hope at
the very least that I’ve earned their trust
over the past few months.”

Mr. Carauna also pointed to his exten-
sive record of community service within
Westfield over the past eight years as an
indicator of his potential as an effective
public servant. He is currently serving
the community as a Director of the United
Fund and a Director of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation.

Mr. Caruana has always been com-
mitted to the education of young people,
particularly for the underprivileged. As
Dinner Chairman of the College Men’s
Club of Westfield for 5 years he imple-
mented a plan that allowed the organi-

zation to go from $5,000 to $50,000 a
year in scholarship grants for needy
Westfield students. He also developed
a scholarship program for SAT tutorial
courses for students with financial hard-
ship to increase their educational op-
portunities.

He is also the founder and chairman
of Westfield Cares, and, with the help

of 50 community vol-
unteers and 120 busi-
nesses, he coordinated
the community’s un-
precedented effort to
support the families of
September 11th victims.
As Fundraising Chair-
man of the Westfield
September 11th Memo-
rial, Mr. Caruana’s finan-
cial plan was a key to the
project’s success. He has
also been a volunteer
coach for youth soccer,
softball and basketball
since 1995.

“In the end, I hope
that voters support me
as someone who cannot

only talk about what we need to do to
build a better Westfield, but as some-
one who implemented plans and ideas
that led many community initiatives to
high levels of success,” he said. “I’ve
always believed that if you cared enough
about an issue, you should do some-
thing about it. I believe I have the
initiative and leadership necessary to
make a positive contribution on Town
Council, and it would truly be an honor
and privilege if my fellow First Ward
residents choose me as their Council
representative on Election Day.”

For more information on Sal Caruana
or other candidates running for Town
Council, please visit the campaign
website at www.mcdermott-team.net.
Sal may be contacted at (908) 233-4039 or
at SalCaruana@aol.com.

Mark Kuehn Speaks Out On
Westfield Traffic Confusion
WESTFIELD – Mark Kuehn, West-

field First Ward Council Candidate says
that, next to taxes, “traffic” is Westfield’s
top problem.

Westfield is a town of 30,000 people
and hundreds of miles of roads driven by
thousands of cars every day. Everyone
wants a solution.

“There are so many issues, proposed
solutions, and involved groups that the
left-hand often doesn’t know what the
right-hand is doing,” as-
serts Mr. Kuehn.

The Issues: Every-
where, too many vehicles;
rampant speeding; driv-
ers who are continually
rushing and distracted; pe-
destrians, especially chil-
dren, being put at risk;
broken sidewalks which
force parents with stroll-
ers into the streets; loud
and intrusive cars and
trucks.

The Solutions: There are
many proposed solutions,
including a growing list of
dangerous intersections
with requests for additional
stop signs, traffic lights,
crosswalks and crossing guards. Police
are asked for more effective traffic control
and enforcement. We have a new
buzzword, “traffic calming”, including
“bumpouts”, “rumble strips”, speed
“bumps”, speed “humps” and blinking
crosswalks. See them on Rahway Av-
enue and East Broad.

The Groups: A variety of groups (both
government and volunteer) working to-
gether, in (and sometimes out of) concert,
trying to solve the problems. This includes
the Mayor, Town Council, Council’s Trans-
portation, Parking and Traffic (TPT) Com-
mittee and Public Safety Committee, Po-
lice, Public Works, Schools, and PTC,
including its BRAKES Group.

Confusion: The BRAKES Group has
worked closely with, and is highly-re-
garded by, the Police, Schools and Coun-
cil in determining crosswalk/crossing
guard locations and other traffic issues.
They have developed a priority list of the
most dangerous intersections. Yet,
BRAKES and its priority list, along with

the Police Chief, were bypassed in a
recent quick crosswalk decision, which
hopefully will be remedied. Apparently
not all involved had seen the BRAKES
priority list. Also, the Police, who are
expected to protect us, along with other
town departments, sometimes are caught
in the middle of politics.

The TPT Committee meets just 15 or
20 times per year to implement parking
solutions, oversee transportation issues

and solve traffic prob-
lems. Is this too much for
a Committee of four?
$22,000 has just been
committed to study traffic
calming in the ShopRite
grid when the $250,000
(State grant) Rahway
project is still being called
an “experiment”. Before
we spend another
$250,000 on another traf-
fic calming project, let’s
be sure we’re ready. The
Public Safety Committee,
Mayor and Council also
must get in sync.

Mr. Kuehn says we
should consider a single
central point of communi-

cations for traffic solutions, to avoid mis-
communications and misunderstandings
and take into account the input and valuable
contributions of all these groups. “These
groups are all trying, but too many people
are going in too many directions,” says Mr.
Kuehn.

Mr. Kuehn suggests we step back
and re-organize to be more effective and
efficient in our search for traffic solu-
tions.

“I suggest we establish a temporary
Mayor’s Traffic Advisory Task Force,
much like our successful Parking Advi-
sory Committee, comprised of representa-
tives from the above groups plus interested
residents throughout the Town. We can
pull together to find effective and consis-
tent solutions that make Westfield more
pedestrian/driver/resident safe and
friendly,” concludes Kuehn.

Mark Kuehn can be reached at (908)
301-5642 and on the web at
mkuehn@lindabury.com, or
www.kuehnforcouncil.com.

Sal Caruana, GOPMark Kuehn, DEM

Linden Teamsters Local 877
Endorse Mike Ferguson
By HORACE CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WOODBRIDGE — Teamsters Local
877 of Linden endorsed Congressman
Mike Ferguson for reelection last Satur-
day morning at a ceremony in Merrill
Park with several dozens members and
families present.

Teamsters Local 877 President Curt
Greder told The Westfield Leader and
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
that they endorse candidates, not parties.

“The local is endorsing Mike Ferguson
because they believe he is an honest
man. This is something very hard to find
today. When you talk to him about is-
sues, he’s clear and he listens,” said Mr.
Greder. “The country just can’t keep
adding $.50 per hour jobs from overseas
and putting our workers out of business
– it’s a very serious problem for this
country and it isn’t solved.”

Local Vice President, ‘Doc’ Gary

Doherty said that Congressman Ferguson
came through for them. When there was a
large barge of natural gas at the harbor,
they felt the situation was unsafe and a
possible target for terrorism. The Coast
Guard wouldn’t listen. After calling the
congressman’s office, not only did he re-
spond; he brought another congressman
with him. The coast guard now listens.

Congressman Ferguson said, “this is a
proud day for me. The teamsters are help-
ing me with all things necessary to become
reelected – they’re my ‘boots on the
ground’. He said that we must hold work-
ers from other countries to the same high
standards of those in the U.S. American
working families must also be assured of a
good education for their children.”

‘Doc’ Doherty said we have 79,000
Teamsters in the state. Also, as President
of the Teamsters Horsemen motorcycle
club, he was going to help Congressman
Ferguson just as he tries to help us.

Free Halloween Skating
Offered at Warinanco

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders will
sponsor a free ice skating event on
Halloween at the Warinanco Ice
Skating Center, located in
Warinanco Park in Roselle.

Area residents are invited to wear
their costumes on Thursday, Octo-
ber 31, and skate at no charge from
3:30 to 5:30 p.m. Children will re-
ceive candy and prizes will be
awarded for various costume cat-
egories. During these hours, there
will also be no charge for skate
rentals.

“We are so happy to offer this
trick or treating opportunity to our

residents,” said Freeholder Deborah
Scanlon, Liaison to the Union
County Parks and Recreation Advi-
sory Board. “Whether you or your
children are seasoned skaters or be-
ginners, come join the fun.”

The Skating Center is located off
of St. Georges Avenue, Thompson
Avenue or Third Avenue on the
Elizabeth-Roselle border. For fur-
ther information, please call (908)
789-7850.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


