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Safety on Central Ave.
Worries Area Residents

“This is my meeting…if
you’re not happy with it, then
please leave your note, and then
leave the room.”

Third Ward
Democratic Councilwoman

Claire Lazarowitz

WF Candidate
Forum Slated
This Evening

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
HAIR-RAISING EXPERIENCE…During the Celebrity Boxing & Dinner,
Westfield police officials were ringside for all of the action. Pictured, left to
right, are: Westfield Police Dispatcher Jeffrey Johnson, Police Detective Barron
Chambliss as boxing promoter Don King, and Detective Ron Allen.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
THAT HAD TO HURT…Former heavyweight contender and founder of the
Fighters’ Initiative for Support and Training, Gerry Cooney of Fanwood, delivers
a blow to the chin of Westfield Police Sergeant “Irish Ed” McGuire. The punch
was all in fun as part of the Celebrity Boxing & Dinner at Temple Emanu-El,
which benefited the Weldon FOP (Fibrodysplasia Ossificans Progressiva) Fund.
See Page 4 for more information.

Fucillo, McDermott Enjoy Talking
With Residents During Campaign

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

As Election Day creeps closer,
Westfield Mayoral candidates,
Democrat Thomas Fucillo and in-
cumbent Republican Gregory
McDermott, recently spoke with The
Westfield Leader about their cam-
paigns.

This is Mr. Fucillo’s second run
for elected office in Westfield. Last
year, he ran unsuccessfully against
incumbent Second Ward Council-
man Matthew Albano.

Mr. Fucillo is a resident of Hillcrest
Avenue. He and his wife Kristin have
two sons. He was born and raised in
Brooklyn, N.Y. and has lived in
Westfield for four years.

Mayor McDermott was born and
raised on Massachusetts Street in
Westfield, and now resides on
Lawrence Avenue with his wife,
Andrea, and their four children.

Candidate Fucillo said that the
most important issue he sees facing
Westfield is high property tax. He
pointed out that, though the biggest
piece of the tax bill belongs to the
school board, the municipal taxes
have increased 10 years in a row.

He added that residents are finding
it too expensive to live in Westfield
and are questioning the value of the
tax dollar when streets have potholes
and curbs are crumbling.

Mr. Fucillo feels that the council
needs to “reduce waste,” and “find
places to allocate efficiency.”

Mayor McDermott feels that pe-
destrian safety and rising property
taxes are both important issues to
Westfield residents. He said, that
while Police Chief Bernard Tracy
has done a great job in patrolling the
town, there needs to be more en-
forcement to slow drivers down.

On the issue of taxes the mayor
said, “I think we’ve done a good
job,” in working with the town bud-
get.

Mayor McDermott also said that
the town needs to work with the
county to make sure that residents
are getting the benefit of their taxes
and that the town needs to work more

with the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion on shared services.

Both candidates feel that the new
three-year, and eventually four-year
terms for mayor and council are posi-
tive steps, as it will allow for more

time to learn the processes of the
council. They also both felt that it
will be better to hold campaigns
further apart as they take up so much
time and energy.

BOE Okays Formation
 Of Advisory Committee

By CHARLOTTE LEDERMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At their meeting on Tuesday night,
the board gave the final go-ahead to
the newly formed advisory commit-
tee on class rank.

Comprised of seven Westfield High
School (WHS) staff members, four
students, and four parents, the com-
mittee will hold their first meeting
around the end of October or at the
beginning of November, said Super-
intendent of Schools Dr. William
Foley.

Board President Arlene Gardner
voiced concern that staff members
comprised the largest portion of the
committee. After some deliberation,
the board determined that the pro-
posed composition of the advisory
group would sufficiently explore the
stress and competition that class rank
might cause in school, as well as its
effect on college admission and schol-
arships.

The board also finalized their
charge for the advisory committee.
The members noted four main pro-
cedural points in this document. The
group of students, staff, and parents
are to review the current system of
class rank at the high school and
examine both its benefits and disad-
vantages. They are then to identify
and consider any alternatives to the
system in place, as well as weigh

what the impact of these possible
changes might have.

Finally, the advisory committee is
to give an account of their findings,
culminating in a report to the Super-
intendent and board on or before
March 2003.

Curriculum, instruction, and pro-
grams were given significant review
as well. Specifically, the board looked
at the relatively new high school
curriculum Exploratory Spanish I and
II and Science in Society.

As the Chair of the Foreign Lan-
guage Department at WHS, Sue
Jacobus, explained, this new Span-
ish program was created at the insti-
gation of parents and those inside the
school system who felt that certain
student populations lacked a viable
language program.

Thus, this experimental Spanish
class is taught by a certified teacher
in the department and by para-pro-
fessional who, as a native of Peru, is
bilingual.

As the board’s agenda explains,
“These new courses of study were
created to make World Languages
available to students who have not
studied Spanish previously and who
require an emphasis on oral/aural
learning.”

The Science in Society course,
meanwhile, provides a survey of

By HORACE R. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Candidates
Forum will  be held this
evening, October 18, at 8 p.m.,
at the Westfield Municipal
Building on East Broad Street.
The public is invited to at-
tend.

The event will be videotaped
by Westfield TV-36 and will be
aired several times on television
prior to the election on Tuesday,
November 5.

The election in Westfield in-
cludes the race for Mayor and
one council seat for each of the
four wards. Incumbent Mayor
Greg McDermott seeks reelec-
tion, and Democrat Tom Fuccillo
opposes him.

Republican Sal Caruana and
Democrat Mark Kuehn, seek the
First Ward council seat, while
Democrat David Owens in the
Second Ward opposes incum-
bent Republican Rafael
Betancourt.

In the Third Ward, Repub-
lican Andy Skibitsky chal-
lenges incumbent Democrat
Claire Lazarowitz. Incumbent
Democrat Larry Goldman is
opposed by Republican Chris
Panagos.

The Westfield Leader and the
League of Women Voters, co-
sponsors of the event, have as-
sembled questions for the candi-
dates with input from the parties
and the public.

The topics will include public
safety, parking, parking deck,
property taxes, traffic, trees,
emergency preparedness, town
communications, development,
public works and partisan poli-
tics.

No questions will be received
from the audience.

By prior agreement, the for-
mat will be 15 minutes total for
each of the four wards; starting
with the First Ward, Second
Ward, Third Ward and Fourth
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Lazarowitz Broke Ordinance
Reports Mayor McDermottBy LAUREN S. PASS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Proponents and opponents of a
proposed traffic light at Central Av-
enue and Clover Street were present
at a Public Safety Committee meet-
ing last Thursday night.

Residents of Boulevard, Central
Avenue, and multiple side streets,
including Clover
Street, were
present to discuss
the traffic light.

Third Ward
Democratic Coun-
cilman and Public
Safety Committee
C h a i r w o m a n
Claire Lazarowitz
had called the meet-
ing after she heard “concerns and wor-
ries” from residents.

Also in attendance at the meeting
were Westfield Police Chief Bernard
Tracy and Assistant County Engi-
neer Tim Metland.

Former Councilman Ken
McRitchie had presented an 8-page
memorandum to the Public Safety
Committee in 1990, recommending
a traffic light at the intersection.

The corner has been on the
BRAKES (Bikers, Riders and Kids
are Entitled to Safety) Group list of
problem areas since May of 1998. In
February of 1998, the crossing guard
at the corner was given the first cell
phone for emergency use in the pro-
gram started by then-First Ward
Councilwoman Gail Vernick.

In 2000, Councilwoman Lazarowitz
proposed a light at Central and Clover
as a campaign issue. She had a press
release devoted to the issue and it was
listed as a part of her platform.

All of the residents expressed con-
cern over pedestrian safety on Cen-
tral Avenue. Clover Street is the tar-
geted corner because many people
cross Central Avenue to get the
Jefferson Elementary School.

At the meeting, Chief Tracy re-
ferred to the southern end of Central
Avenue as, “a racetrack,” citing
people who had been ticketed for
exceeding 70 miles per hour.

The chief also said that a light
controlled intersection is the safest
place for pedestrian crossing. He also
said that it would be possible for the
light to be on a sensor, so that it
would only be red on Central when a
pedestrian pressed a button, or when
a car was on Clover Street. This
would keep traffic from getting
backed up on Central Avenue.

Mr. Metland explained that this
light has been discussed for two years
and that a Warrant Analysis was done
at the intersection. Because the in-
tersection met certain factors in the
Warrant Analysis, including traffic
volume and speed the state granted
permission to go forward with a traf-
fic light.

Mr. Metland said that the county
has retained a consultant in the past
month and that all of the studies are
not back yet. He said that the traffic
light is still in the planning stages.
He also admitted that there was more
“contention” than the county was
aware of.

After hearing a lot of residents
refer to “traffic calming,” he said
that using that method would cause
traffic to divert to other roads.

Chief Tracy confirmed that resi-
dents of streets around Rahway Av-
enue have been complaining of in-
creased traffic volume.

One of the residents’ primary con-
cerns was that they felt uninformed,
only hearing about the proposed
traffic light in the past couple of

weeks. Though other residents in
the room seemed very aware of the
proposed light and had signed pre-
vious petitions in favor of it.

Residents are concerned not only
about the aesthetic aspects of a
traffic light, but also with the pos-
sibility that the installation of a

light will cause
traffic to divert
onto other
streets.

“By helping
some you’re
hurting others,”
one of the resi-
dents said.

Residents also
wanted to know

why other options had not been
looked into, and why a traffic light
was the only option on the table.

Members of the BRAKES Group
that were present are proponents of
the light for the purpose of crossing

Central Avenue, but were more vo-
cal on the need for sidewalks. Stat-
ing that the, “light does no good
without sidewalks.”

Vic Trzesniowski, who resides

MS Council Distributes
Mabel Young Awards

By MARY RONK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Mayor Robert Viglianti and the
Mountainside Borough Council be-
gan the open meeting this past Tues-
day with the presentation of the Mabel
Young Good Neighbor Award.

Mabel Young was a Mountainside
resident of indomitable spirit, im-
bued with the belief that we are all,
truly, our brothers’ keeper. Each year,
Mountainside recognizes and salutes
individuals in the community who
like Mabel, have made outstanding
contributions for the betterment and
welfare of others.

Bill Biunno, Committee Chairman
for Mabel Young, awarded Angela
Richard and Julie Spinelli.

Ms. Richard, a 10-year resident
and mother of three, is active in the
Mountainside school system. She has
been a member of the Deerfield
School Parent-Teacher Association
for nine years. Ms. Richard has vol-
unteered for various community ac-
tivities. She is an active parishioner
at Lady of Lourdes Church, a dedi-
cated Girl Scout leader and has given
her time to the Mountainside Recre-
ation swim team. Additionally, Ms.
Richard has made sandwiches for

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Multiple issues arose during Tues-
day night’s meeting of the Westfield
Town Council after residents from
the Central Avenue grid voiced their
concerns and opinions about the pro-
posed traffic light at the corner of
Clover Street and Central Avenue.

Frances Terrace resident Christine
Povalac presented the council with a
petition against the light with over
230 signatures from residents, while
Grandview Avenue resident Nicole
McEnerny, presented a petition for
the light with over 120 signatures.

Second Ward Republican Coun-
cilman Rafael Betancourt explained
that the council does not make policy
during the public meetings. He said
that there is a process that the council
follows in which issues are discussed
at the committee level, and then at
the council’s conference session.

Councilman Betancourt did not
want residents to “assume we made
a decision,” because this issue “hasn’t
been discussed.”

Mayor Gregory McDermott told
Third Ward Democratic Council-
woman and Public Safety Commit-
tee Chairwoman Claire Lazarowitz
that the council would have been
better prepared for the evening’s dis-
cussion of the traffic light if her
committee had submitted a report to
the council.

He also pointed out that she held
Thursday’s meeting of the Public
Safety Committee with no other com-
mittee members present. First Ward
Councilmen Carl Salisbury, Demo-
crat, and Peter Echausse, Republi-
can, are also members of that com-
mittee.

Councilwoman Lazarowitz stated
that she held the committee meeting
“to deflate a political problem and
political issue.” She added that she
was threatened by one of the resi-
dents in the audience.

Fourth Ward Democratic Council-
man Lawrence Goldman said that he
did not think the process had “gone
awry,” being that other lights be-
longing to the county were not dis-

cussed at the council level, such as
the light at the corner of Springfield
Avenue and East Broad Street.

Second Ward Republican Coun-
cilman Matthew Albano said that the
issue was that a “committee meeting
was called with out the majority of
the members.” He also noted that the
light at the corner of Springfield
Avenue and East Broad Street was
discussed among council members
during the budget process earlier in
the year.

Councilman Betancourt said that
the town had, “put the cart before the
horse,” on this issue.

Councilman Albano stated that
Councilwoman Lazarowitz could
have held the meeting as the Third
Ward representative, rather than the
chairwoman of the Public Safety

Committee.
Mayor McDermott said that the

traffic light was a major concern for
the residents and that there will be a
committee meeting to find out what
stage the process is in and to discuss
what the town is doing.

Another point of discussion arose
surrounding a letter from then Town
Administrator Thomas Shannon, to
County Engineer G. Bruce Conner,
which started the process on this
traffic light. The letter, dated Febru-
ary 20, 2001, was also sent with
traffic studies by the Westfield Po-
lice Department.

The letter, which states, “The town
has been petitioned by parents in the
neighborhood,” was then copied to
the Mayor and Town Council, Chief

the St. Joseph Social Service Center.
Ms. Spinelli moved to

Mountainside with her husband 20
years ago to enjoy their retirement.
Unfortunately, family tragedy re-
sulted in the death of her daughter-
in-law. Ms. Spinelli took up the chal-
lenge of helping to raise her grand-
daughter and could be seen driving
her to school, dance lessons, etc. She
also became a Brownie Troop Leader
and a parent volunteer in the school
library. Ms. Spinelli has always been
available to assist a neighbor, whether
to run an errand for a friend or to help
those who have lost a family mem-
ber.

Both Ms. Richard and Ms. Spinelli
had their names inscribed on the
Mabel Young Plaque, which has been
permanently hung in Borough Hall
since 1998.

After the awards ceremony, addi-
tional topics of discussion were the
proclamation of Band Appreciation
Week, which is slated for November
19 through 24. This is in recognition
of the Governor Livingston High-
lander Band.

Resolutions were also covered. The
first was number 104-2002, a Liquor

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Ben Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CROSSING CENTRAL...A crossing guard at the corner of Clover Street and
Central Avenue crosses a Jefferson Elementary School student one morning this
week. Approximately eight students cross at this spot on a daily basis.
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WF Forum

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11
• A burglary and the theft of miscel-

laneous property was reported at a resi-
dence on Mohican Drive. The individual
or suspects responsible for the incident
gained entry by forcing open a door,
after which the house was ransacked.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12
• Evan Smith, 20, of Westfield was

arrested at Forest and Edgewood Av-
enues and charged with aggravated as-
sault on a police officer and with resist-
ing arrest. He was taken into custody
after police officers responded to the
scene on a report of a dispute.

One of the officers sustained minor
scrapes on his hand as a result of the
incident. Smith was released on his own
recognizance.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13
• Roberto Obregon, 34, of North

Plainfield was arrested on North Av-
enue near Elm Street and charged with
driving while intoxicated. He was sub-
sequently released to a responsible party.

• An incident of criminal mischief was
reported on Cowperthwaite Place. A witness
saw a blonde female smash the windshield
of a motor vehicle that was parked on the
street, after which the suspect fled in a
vehicle with another female. No charges had
been filed at press time.

Open House Program

1:00 - 1:15 | Refreshments & Registration

1:15 - 2:00 | Information Session

2:00 - 3:00 | Tours

MIDDLE AND UPPER SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE

GRADES 6-12

You’re invited to experience a Middle & Upper School 

where girls are focused, self-reliant, 

and leading the way. 

Sunday, October 27, 1-3 p.m.

Sunday, December 8, 1-3 p.m.

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Ave. • Summit, NJ  07902–0308 

908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org

K E N T   P L A C E   S C H O O L

Far Brook

a small school
of uncommon quality

where education is
considered an Art.

Far Brook is a small,
coeducational day

school in Short Hills for
children from Nursery

through the Eighth
grade.  Since 1948, Far

Brook has offered its
students an innovative

and challenging
academic curriculum in

which great music,
literature and art are a

natural part of each
child’s daily life.

OPEN HOUSE
Tuesday,  October 29

 Tuesday,  December 3
RSVP: (973) 379-3442

Far Brook School
52 Great Hills Road, Short Hills

All decisions on admissions are made
without regard to race, religion, sex or

national origin.

www.farbrook.org

This is Mayor McDermott’s third cam-
paign since his first run for town council
since 1999. He said that his campaign
this year has been, “very enjoyable.”

The mayor has been walking in the
wards with each of the Republican coun-
cil candidates, and he said that the resi-
dents have been happy to see and talk
with him. He added that this was the
hardest campaign he has ever run, attrib-
uting that to the new three-year term.

Mr. Fucillo said that campaigning has
been a “fabulous experience” though a
“difficult task to take on.” He said that he
has gained a lot of insight meeting a lot of
residents.

Both candidates said that they missed
spending time with their families on the
weekends, and are looking forward to the
end of the campaign.

Election Day is Tuesday, November 5.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mayoral Race

BOE Okays Formation
 Of Advisory Committee

different sciences and focuses on
practical pieces of the discipline. It
“was created to make a third year of
science study accessible to students
who do not experience success in
current third year science courses,”
states the agenda.

With October designated by the
State of New Jersey Department of
Education as a month in which to
focus on “School Violence Aware-
ness,” Dr. Foley outlined for the board
Westfield’s current violence policies.

Dr. Foley noted that while stu-
dents had Columbus Day off, the
Westfield school staff participated
in an “in-service day.” Here, para-
professionals spent much of the day
learning about behavior management
and learned “how to diffuse student
anger.” Westfield nurses and health
educators focused on crisis manage-
ment, while guidance counselors at-
tended workshops on bullying.

The Superintendent wished to
emphasize that though these events
were unique to the month, Westfield
maintains “programs and operates
under policies to prevent violence in
a variety of ways.” For example,
there is a policeman at WHS whose
presence is felt in the building every
day.

Dr. Foley said that as a commu-
nity, “we are blessed,” as violence in
the schools is extremely rare. He
feels that this is a result of the
children’s experiences at home where
caring parents and a supportive fam-
ily provide the basis for a strong
foundation.

Indeed, the problem of bullying is
one Westfield hopes to avoid by “em-
phasizing methods of positive be-
havior” through programs at an early
age. Marie Koch, Student Assistance
Counselor at Edison and Roosevelt
Schools, spoke with students at the
board meeting about their involve-
ment in the New Jersey Character

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Education Partnership Initiative.
This program, begun in 1996 at

Westfield, now involves over 100
intermediate school students and
approximately 20 staff volunteers.
In an age where “fighting is a con-
stant issue,” eighth graders instead
provide peer mediation through an
outreach program to the schools’ sixth
graders. The older students first learn
the “six pillars of character,” which
includes respect and fairness through
team building and trust exercises.

Ms. Koch noted that such a rela-
tionship between the grades gives
students the opportunity to take lead-
ership roles and further their leader-
ship skills. Overall, this program in-
creases and emphasizes communi-
cation among peers. These relation-
ships and communication skills are
hoped to reduce and eliminate bully-
ing and other violent behavior. As a
result of this program, Ms. Koch
feels that “we have our fingers on the
pulse of the school.”

In other news, the board witnessed
the donation of several thousand
dollars from the “Walk for Dads Day”
to the Westfield September 11 Me-
morial Committee. Franklin School
students Michael Crisan, Tyler
Melofchik, and Jack Mustard par-
ticipated in the Walk for Dads with
their former teacher and event orga-
nizer Tara Buonadonna-Scarpa.

During the check presentation,
Committee Chairwoman Janis
Weinstein gratefully accepted the
check.

The board concluded its meeting
by noting that is has begun early data
gathering so it can get a head start on
next year’s budget. It hopes to facili-
tate this by examining past years’
expenditures.

Mrs. Gardner closed the meeting,
reminding the public that the board
will reconvene once again on Tues-
day, November 12.

www.williams-nursery.com

Exit 577 South

Bob’s
Linens & Things Highway 22

Comp USA

East Broad St.
Garden State

Parkway

Highway 22

Nursery at
524 Springfield Ave

Central Ave

Exit

138

Exit
135

Kennilworth Blvd

Mountain

Ave

524 Springfield Ave•Westfield•908-232-4076 
Across from Echo Lake Park•Visa, MasterCard, Amex

7 days 9am-6pm  

Family Fun

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House

Perennials

50%Off

•Many in Bloom
•Makes Great Plants 
     for Next Year
•Varieties for Sun & Shade

Hayrides,
Haunted House
Ponyrides
& Pumpkins!
Thu-Fri 3pm-5pm
Sat. & Sun 10am-5pm

Kids 2-12 love
our New Slightly Scary
Haunted House!

Kids 2-12 love
our New Slightly Scary
Haunted House!

Slightly
Spooky

Vote for your favorite 
Scarecrow
& Win a $50
Gift Certificate

Vote for your favorite 
Scarecrow
& Win a $50
Gift Certificate

*Does not include Mums
  or Ornamental Grasses

Ward. Fifteen minutes of questions
will then be asked of the two mayoral
candidates.

Each of the 10 candidates will
provide a 90-second closing state-
ment. The order will be Fourth Ward,
Third Ward, Second Ward and First
Ward, and then the mayoral candi-
dates will offer their statements.

Bonnie Ruggerio of the League of
Women Voters will be the moderator
and will ask the questions. The ques-
tions, with the exception of ward-
specific questions, will be drawn ran-
domly and asked alternately of the
Republicans and Democrats. A toss
of a coin will determine who is asked
the initial question. Each candidate
will have one minute to answer a
question.

All candidates have been provided
with the topics in advance, but not
the specific questions.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MS Council

on Starlite Court and is a member
of the Westfield Planning Board,
explained that the town’s Master
Plan had previously included a traf-
fic light, but there were too many
negative aspects and it was removed
in 1991.

He said that studies should be
done to consider removing on street
parking, and traffic calming in lieu
of a light. It is his feeling that the
road should be narrowed and that
sidewalks should be installed. The
crowd applauded after he spoke.

During portions of the meeting
emotions ran high, as residents’
became frustrated that their con-
cerns were not being heard and
their questions not answered.

Councilwoman Lazarowitz had
to vie for the floor several times as
people were talking over one an-
other.

“It’s going to be civilized,” she
said.

More than once, she told resi-
dents that they could leave and at
least one did when they were talk-
ing out of turn.

She told one resident, “This is
my meeting…if you’re not happy
with it, then please leave your note,
and then leave the room.”

The meeting was called to a close
after an hour and 15 minutes be-
cause the room was needed for
another meeting.

Many residents said they were
planning to attend the next public
session of the Town Council. Resi-
dents were also collecting signatures
to petition against the light. Nothing
was decided at the meeting.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Bernard Tracy, Police Sergeant
Terence Gillespie and Town Engi-
neer Kenneth Marsh.

Mayor McDermott said that they
have yet to find the copies of the
petitions mentioned in the letter, and
that he has no memory of seeing this
letter before.

Councilman Echausse said that he
was on the council when the letter
was written but had not seen it. He
said that he served as the Chairman
of the Public Safety Committee, and
on the Transportation Parking and
Traffic (TPT) Committee and that he
was “astonished” that the commit-
tees and the council were “omitted”
from the process.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren
stated that the council should focus
on the fact that the “former Town
Administrator wrote a letter with out
anyone knowing.”

Resident Vic Trzesniowski told the
Town Council that he heard that the
letter from the town, which announced
last Thursday’s Public Safety Com-
mittee meeting, was distributed to the
residents by a town employee on a
Sunday, and that the letter was at-
tached to campaign material.

Mr. Trzesniowski questioned if this
was true, and if it was appropriate.

Mayor McDermott responded that
a town employee distributed some
copies of the letter, but that he did not
know that it was done on a Sunday.

Councilwoman Lazarowitz told
The Westfield Leader that she handed
out the letter to residents while cam-
paigning. She said that she also
handed out her campaign literature,
but that the two items were not at-
tached.

Mayor McDermott told The Leader
that this was a violation of the Com-
mon Cause Ordinance and that a
“letter from the town commingled
with political (literature) is wrong.”

The Mayor also said there was a
problem in that the letter was also
sent home in children’s backpacks at
Jefferson Elementary School through
the Board of Education.

In other business, residents and
members of the BRAKES (Bikers,
Runners and Kids Are Entitled to
Safety) Group brought up a proposed
crosswalk and second crossing guard
at Franklin Elementary School.

Mayor McDermott explained that
Franklin School Principal Dr. Mary
Fleck had contacted him, and that he
and Police Captain Robert Compton
met with Dr. Fleck outside of Franklin
School to observe the traffic and to
discuss it.

He said it was then decided that a
second crosswalk and guard would
be best placed at the corner of
Stanmore Place and Prospect Street.
He added that Captain Compton said
there was money in the budget for
another guard.

Councilman Goldman criticized
the mayor for making a “unilateral”

decision. He said that he was “disap-
pointed” and that this had budgetary
impact. He said that this is “not the
way we do things around here.”

Councilman Goldman also said
that the mayor was paying special
attention to Franklin School because
his children attend there, and that
other schools in town are in need of
additional crossing guards.

Councilman Albano said that there
was a distinction between the Mayor’s
meeting and the meeting of a com-
mittee, citing it was a “different pro-
cess.”

Mayor McDermott told The Leader
that this was the first time he had ever
received a phone call from a princi-
pal about the need for increased
safety. He mentioned that he has not
seen the list of priority streets and
corners from the BRAKES Group.
He said that the police made the
recommendation and that they are
responsible for the crossing guards.

The Mayor said that he was, “up-
set that they used my daughter as a
pawn.”

License Renewal for Fidelity Equity
Corp., which was approved for one
additional year.

A resolution for a refund in the
amount of $402.67 was granted to
Mark Stellwagen, Block 4.C, Lot
18.L, for a tax appeal.

The council passed a resolution
for a rejection of a bid for a sprinkler
system at Echo Brook Field. Since
only one bid was received to date,
the council will re-advertise for new
bids.

The public hearing and second
reading of ordinance number 1052-
2002 to amend the code of the Bor-
ough of Mountainside by amending
Chapter XI, Section 11-2.4 and 11-
2.4 B.1 and adding a definition for a
residential dwelling unit to Section
11-2.1 of the town code.

The council approved the first read-
ing of ordinance number 1053-2002
to amend Chapter VII of the Code of
the Borough of Mountainside by
amending Chapter VII, Section 13,
redefining non-moving traffic viola-
tions.

The Mayor and council also ap-
proved a motion for a raffle license
for the Center For Hope Hospice &
Palliative Care for an off-premise
50/50 raffle.

Bills and claims in total of
$1,260,337.03 were approved. A list-
ing of all of the specific bills can be
reviewed at Borough Hall.

The next closed meeting of the
Mountainside Council will be on
Tuesday, November 12.

Lazarowitz Broke Ordinance
Reports Mayor McDermott

Holy Trinity Interparochial
Opens Mountainside Campus
MOUNTAINSIDE — For the first

time in over a decade, class was in ses-
sion at Our Lady of Lourdes Church in
Mountainside this September.

Due to increasing enrollment at Holy
Trinity Interparochial School in Westfield,
it was decided to expand to a second
campus, using the classroom wing of
Our Lady of Lourdes Church. This cam-
pus serves children in Pre-Kindergarten
(ages 3 and 4), and Kindergarten. The
Westfield campus houses children in
grades 1 though 8.

Leslie Lewis, Director of the
Mountainside campus, said, “We are very
grateful to the community of
Mountainside for the warm welcome
they have given us. Everyone, from the
police and fire departments, public works,
and Deerfield School community, has
been helpful and we feel very much at
home here.”

“We are also indebted to Father Patrick
Leonard, Pastor of Our Lady of Lourdes,
to the priests and staff, and all the people
of this Parish who made the transition
from Westfield so painless,” said Mrs.
Lewis.

When asked about the re-opening of
the school, Father Leonard said, “I think
I can speak on behalf of all of us here that
we are very happy to have almost a
hundred little ones, their parents and
guardians, their teachers and aides, at
this facility. Welcome to all who pass
through these doors and ‘God bless us
everyone.’”

The staff at the Mountainside campus
includes Mrs. Lewis, teachers Lois

Wallin, Rosemary Walsh, Barbara Daly,
Louise Walsh, and Lisa Grawehr.

The teachers aides are Laurie Realmuto
and Ann Dyer, and the Office Manager is
Noreen Wickwire. Also on staff are Mary
Ropars, Joyce Nicastro, and Leticia
Cendanna.

At the present time, over 90 students
are enrolled. There are three Kindergar-
ten sections, with no more than 18 chil-
dren in each class. All the staff brings a
wealth of experience and dedication to
the new school.

Louise Walsh, parishioner at Our Lady
of Lourdes and teacher for the three year
olds returns to a familiar setting. This is
her second time teaching at the school.

“How nice it is to be back teaching at
Our Lady of Lourdes/Holy Trinity
Interparochial again! I have such fond
memories of this place and I know I’ll be
making more,” she said.

“The facility, with the help of so many,
is once again up and running after years
of quiet halls. It’s great to welcome all the
children with smiles every morning and
send them home with smiles, too. I am
pleased to once again be part of the
beginning education of our children. I
know the other teachers and staff are too!
Come and visit. We’re proud of all the
good things happening here.”

Holy Trinity Interparochial School,
whose motto is “Where everybody is
somebody special,” has openings in cer-
tain grades for the 2002-2003 school
year, both in Mountainside and the
Westfield campus.

For information on Westfield, please
call (908) 233-0484, and for
Mountainside call (908) 233-1899.

Ben Corbin for The Westfield Leader
STUMPED?...Recently, approximately 25 trees were cut down by a tree service hired by a Mountainside resident
encroaching into the Watchung Reservation, which is land belonging to Union County. This week, a company hired by
the county was present to survey the land.

Certified Elder Law Attorney
By the National Elder Law Foundation,

Accredited by the American Bar Association

Registered Guardian
By the National Guardianship Foundation

211 NORTH AVENUE EAST
WESTFIELD, NJ     908-232-7400
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