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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Opening a new checking account may 
not seem worth it. But now, with a
Convenience Checking Account with 
Valley RewardsSM, it couldn’t be easier or more
rewarding.  We’re waiving every fee we can,
giving you cash back, even giving you a 
chance to win $25,000!

FREE No-Minimum-Balance Checking
for a full 2 years1.

$25 Valley Reward when you’re approved and 
use your new Valley Check Card. $15 when approved,
then a $1 credit, up to $10, every time you use your card
for a Visa® purchase.

FREE Online Bill Payment for 6 months, then just
$2.50 per month...less than half the price charged by
many of our competitors!

FREE Online Banking.

FREE Checks.

FREE Valley Rewards Sweepstakes entry
each time you use your Valley Check Card for 
a Visa purchase. There will be a winner at every 
Valley branch — every month. 
You could win one of 1,572 prizes, including the
Grand Prize of $25,000 cash!2

Visit any Valley Branch today to open a 
Valley Convenience Checking Account and apply 
for a Valley Check Card. For more details, call 
1-800-522-4100 or visit www.valleynationalbank.com.

Special limited time offers are available for new accounts only. Offers may be withdrawn without prior notice. See a customer service representative for other terms and conditions that may apply. Offer is limited to 
one account per customer.
1Convenience Checking Account will be free of service fees and minimum balance requirements for a 24-month period commencing on the date of account opening.
2Enter Valley RewardsSM Sweepstakes for a chance to win a $25,000 bank account or other valuable prizes. NO PURCHASE OR TRANSACTION NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. Sweepstakes starts 10/1/02 and ends 3/31/03. Open to
legal residents of CT, DE, NJ, NY and PA, 18 and older only. To learn how to enter and/or earn entries and for other important Sweepstakes information, read the Complete Official Rules available at your Valley National Bank Branch or 
visit www.valleynationalbank.com. Odds of winning depend on number of eligible entries received. Void where prohibited.
©2002 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC. Equal Opportunity Lender.

Change can be 
very rewarding.

CONVENIENCE CHECKING with VALLEY REWARDS SM
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Candidate Campaign Release

Andrew Skibitsky Discusses
Traffic Safety on Central

WESTFIELD – Amid the debate over
whether or not to install a traffic light at the
intersection of Central and Clover, Third
Ward Westfield Town Council Candidate
Andrew Skibitsky has suggested taking a
broader approach to im-
proving traffic safety along
the entire stretch of Central
Avenue that has a posted
35 MPH speed limit. He
noted that residents who
live along that stretch of
road— from the Clark
border to Sycamore— all
have safety concerns,
many of which cannot be
addressed by a traffic light
at a single intersection.

“We need to take a
more holistic approach to
traffic safety,” said Mr.
Skibitsky.

“I think the debate over the traffic
light at Central and Clover is overshad-
owing the need to take a hard look at
pedestrian safety along the length of
Central Avenue. A traffic light at Cen-
tral and Clover won’t do anything to
improve safety for residents living near
other intersections, and it’s simply not
feasible to install a light at every inter-
section along Central. But there are al-
ternatives we can use to improve pedes-
trian safety for our children.”

Mr. Skibitsky said the Town could use
a former police officer to serve as a
crossing guard at some of the most
troublesome intersections, similar to the
system in use on Mountain Avenue near
the Presbyterian Church. He also sug-
gested using lighted crosswalks that are
built right into the ground such as the
ones by Temple Emmanuel on Broad

Street and on Rahway Avenue.
“The crosswalks only light when

people have to cross, and having an
experienced police officer directing traf-
fic will ensure that motorists drive slowly

and carefully in that
zone,” he said.

“These options should
be considered not just at
the Central and Clover in-
tersection, but at every
applicable intersection on
Central with a posted 35
MPH speed limit.”

Mr. Skibitsky said he
understands the concerns
of some residents who are
opposed to a traffic light
at Clover and who are con-
cerned that traffic will
only increase on neigh-
boring roads. That is why

he is recommending some other traffic
safety measures that have been imple-
mented throughout town that have no
down side.

“Regarding the Central and Clover inter-
section, the first step should be to determine
how the traffic light would impact adjoining
streets such as Pearl, Cambridge, Boynton
and Massachusetts. There may be a balloon
effect of traffic moving to these streets in an
effort to avoid the light. If that happens, have
we really solved the safety problem? I’m not
opposed to a traffic light, it might be the best
solution, but I think there are other alterna-
tives we could use not just at the Central and
Clover intersection but up and down Central
Avenue.”

For more information on Andy
Skibitsky or other council candidates,
please visit the campaign website at
www.mcdermott-team.net.

Candidate Campaign Release

Betancourt Proposes Change
To Existing TPT Committee
WESTFIELD – With growing demand

from concerned residents for additional
traffic calming projects throughout town,
Second Ward Westfield Town Council-
man Rafael Betancourt proposes shifting
traffic calming responsibilities from the
Traffic, Parking and Transportation (TPT)
Committee to the Public Safety Commit-
tee, where it can receive more attention.

Councilman Betancourt, who chairs
the TPT Committee, said traffic calming
measures deserve and have received a
significant amount of the
committee’s time and at-
tention this year, but that
much of its future energy
will be consumed by other
parking-related issues that
are critical to Westfield,
such as the plan to build the
two proposed parking fa-
cilities, and a parking lot at
the Armory for Westfield
High School.

“The TPT Committee
has had its hands full re-
cently trying to address
parking deficits and solve a
myriad of other downtown
parking issues. When you
couple that with the fact that our Parking
Manager resigned earlier this year, you
can understand the overburdened nature
of our committee work for the past several
months,” said Councilman Betancourt.
“In order for parking and traffic safety
issues to receive the kind of careful atten-
tion they deserve, I’m proposing that
traffic calming projects be moved to the
Public Safety Committee.”

Councilman Betancourt noted that the
TPT Committee has met up to three times
a month— more than the average commit-
tee—, while the Public Safety Committee
has met more infrequently.

“Both committees serve important
roles, and, as someone with experience
with traffic and parking issues, I would be
willing to either chair or serve on either of
the committees and would propose that
the Council overlap some of the member-
ship of both committees as their goals are
very similar,” he said. “We need to have

leadership on the Public Safety Commit-
tee that takes responsibility for traffic
calming issues throughout town. Basi-
cally, there needs to be a greater balance
to our committee work so that the Council
can efficiently and effectively address all
of the important issues in Westfield. Look-
ing forward, the proposed parking decks
will place an even greater burden on the
TPT Committee, as it will be involved in
the logistics created by the building of
these decks. Town Council can certainly

handle the responsibilities,
but I think we can have a
more efficient committee
structure.”

Councilman Betancourt
said the committee’s
workload hasn’t prevented
it from accomplishing a lot
to make Westfield a safer
town for its citizens.

“Pedestrian safety has
always been our top prior-
ity, and we’ve reduced
speed limits on many dif-
ferent roads throughout
town in an effort to slow
traffic. We’ve also received
many requests from resi-

dents to do traffic counts in order to justify
the placement of stop signs, and we’re
working with the Police Department in
that area,” he said.

“Finally, our committee had the benefit
of being involved with the Rahway Av-
enue traffic calming project, which is
going to serve as model for rest of town
with regard to the placement of traffic
calming measures to improve the safety of
our children. It was a project that was done
with state money, and we’re now going to
apply it to the ShopRite Grid. We have
hired a traffic calming expert to help us put
together the smartest plan possible for
pedestrian safety, particularly on Gal-
lows Hill Road, South Chestnut Street
and Benson Place. It is the TPT’s objec-
tive to involve the stakeholders in this
process and there will be future meetings
with neighbors of the ShopRite grid to
ensure that the measures implemented are
the correct ones.”

Rafael Betancourt

Andy Skibitsky

Candidate Campaign Release

Tom Fuccillo Advocates
Help to Small Businesses

WESTFIELD — Mayoral candidate
Tom Fuccillo announced several propos-
als intended to provide support for
Westfield’s small business retailers.

These measures include technical assis-
tance for small business re-
tailers, financial assistance
in the form of state-financed
low interest loans and the
completion of a parking
structure accessible to down-
town shoppers.

“The center of Westfield’s
vitality is located in its down-
town, and smaller, retail busi-
nesses – the ‘mom-and-pop’
stores – are the backbone of
Westfield’s downtown.
These proposals provide
comprehensive assistance to
smaller retailers struggling
to survive against larger chain
stores in downtown Westfield,” Mr.
Fuccillo said.

First, Mr. Fuccillo stated, if elected Mayor,
the Town of Westfield would partner with
the Union County Economic Development
Corporation, and expand cooperation with
the Downtown Westfield Corporation and
the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
to provide smaller, local retailers with prac-
tical training in order to strengthen the small
business owners’ management skills and
business operation capabilities.

Such training would include business
counseling, marketing and communications,
business mentoring, site location, business
plan review and strategic business linkages.
By providing the opportunity for such tech-
nical assistance, Mr. Fuccillo hopes the
town can help ensure the continued success
of local businesses.

Second, Mr. Fuccillo called for passage
of A-817, a bill pending in the New Jersey
General Assembly aimed at assisting smaller
retail businesses forced to compete with
larger chain stores. The bill provides low-
interest loans to aid the improvement, reno-
vation, rehabilitation or expansion of small
retail businesses.

“This bill insures that Westfield’s small
businesses have the capital they need for
growth, expansion and job creation. It is an
essential tool for small retail businesses,
like those in Westfield, competing against

larger, chain stores,’’ Mr.
Fuccillo said.

Finally, Mr. Fuccillo
called for a stepped-up pace
on the construction of park-
ing facilities for downtown
Westfield’s shoppers and
commuters.

“While I am pleased with
the Town Council’s appar-
ent agreement on one or
more parking facilities for
Westfield, the Council
should recognize that any
further delay could jeopar-
dize marginal downtown
retail businesses during these

lean economic times,” Mr. Fuccillo said. “A
shopper who leaves Westfield now because
of an inability to find a convenient parking
space is a shopper who is less likely to return
once adequate parking is available. We must
recognize that the construction of a parking
deck is, among other things, an economic
development issue, critical to the continued
viability and vitality of downtown West-
field.”

“I’m concerned about big box stores and
large chain stores squeezing out the ‘little
guy,’’’ Mr. Fuccillo said. “If we lose the
small retailer in downtown Westfield, we
will have lost one very important element of
the reason why Westfield is a unique and
desirable community.”

Mr. Fuccillo lives on Hillcrest Avenue
with his wife, Kristin, and their two sons,
Thomas and Michael. An attorney with a
New York investment firm, he also serves
on the Board of Directors of the Down-
town Westfield Corporation.

Volunteers for the campaign or resi-
dents who wish to share their thoughts and
concerns with Mr. Fuccillo are encour-
aged to visit the campaign’s website at
TomforMayor.com or call (908) 232-0205.
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WF Candidate Kuehn
Says Taxes Are Top Issue

WESTFIELD — Mark Kuehn, Council
Candidate, says Westfield residents’ top
issue is clear – tax increases. “I have
spoken with many residents. Almost all
complain of increasing taxes. And I agree.
We must reduce the in-
creases by slowing spend-
ing,” Mr. Kuehn said.

Mr. Kuehn has experi-
ence with tight budgets. He
has owned and managed
several companies, includ-
ing turnarounds. He has
learned to cover payroll and
motivate employees even in
difficult times.

“I know how hard dollars
come, and how easy it is to
spend. In business, if you
run out of funds, you’re out
of business. It seems gov-
ernments just raise taxes.
This is wrong. Perhaps the Council should
budget more like a business to solve
Westfield’s needs,” suggests Mr. Kuehn.
Mr. Kuehn understands many items are
contractual or out of the Council’s control,
but areas can be addressed.

Council/union relations: Mr. Kuehn
believes improving Council/union rela-
tions could result in savings, citing the
Board of Education’s excellent teachers’
relationship, “The School Board reached a
three year teachers contract, with annual
increases under 4 percent, the lowest in the
County, plus employees contribute towards
health benefits.”

Council/Board of Ed relationship:
“The Council really needs to improve its
School Board relations. Together they
account for 85 percent of Westfield’s
taxes, and actually have the joint respon-
sibility and opportunity to reduce redun-
dant expenditures and manpower. There
is a seriously underutilized mandate for
the Council and School Board to work
together. After a hard-to-understand year
of no meetings, their joint Committee
finally met last week,” said Mr. Kuehn.
“They agreed to work together, with pos-

sible cost sharing, to resolve the current
high school parking issue. This type of
approach can benefit all.”

Mr. Kuehn also sees joint field mainte-
nance opportunities, “Perhaps savings here

could bring back eighth
grade sports?”

Community Partner-
ships: “Another way we
might control costs is to form
effective community part-
nerships,” says Mr. Kuehn.

He points to the many
Westfield residents who be-
long to local volunteer
groups. Many of these
groups, like the Friends of
Mindowaskin Park, provide
the community with gifts
and services that would oth-
erwise have to come from
tax dollars. Mr. Kuehn sug-

gests we look to other groups, especially
heavy Town facilities users, to provide
financial and/or manpower support.

Trash collection: Residents must now
fend for themselves. Maybe less expen-
sive alternatives; a single negotiated Town/
hauler contract or Summit’s approach of
the Town itself making trash pickups. This
might allow no-charge conservation center
permits and large trash pickups.

The Budget process: Maybe help Town
department heads and our pocket book by
setting realistic departmental parameters.

To summarize, Mr. Kuehn believes the
Town Council can slow tax increases, but
requires a change in attitude.

“If elected to the Council, I will work
with a sharper pencil, and also foster posi-
tive relationships with other community
groups, especially the School Board; after
all, we all are volunteers committed to the
betterment of Westfield.”

Mr. Kuehn welcomes comments, (908)
301-5642, mkuehn@lindabury.com,
kuehnforcouncil.com.

www.goleader.com

Mark Kuehn Tom Fuccillo


