
Page 22  Thursday, October 17, 2002 The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Arts & Entertainment Pen & Ink:Pen & Ink:Pen & Ink:Pen & Ink:Pen & Ink:

UCHS TUCHS TUCHS TUCHS TUCHS Teacher ‘Weacher ‘Weacher ‘Weacher ‘Weacher ‘Wrights’ Biblicalrights’ Biblicalrights’ Biblicalrights’ Biblicalrights’ Biblical
History In ‘Silent WHistory In ‘Silent WHistory In ‘Silent WHistory In ‘Silent WHistory In ‘Silent Witnesses’itnesses’itnesses’itnesses’itnesses’

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – As a reli-
gion teacher at Union Catholic High
School (UCHS) in Scotch Plains,
Allan Wright has served as the story-
teller of morally and historically sig-
nificant characters, which would oth-
erwise remain mysterious and unex-
plored in the chapters of The Bible.

While his oral illustrations of 26
figures such as St. Joseph and the
servers at the Wedding at Cana have
reached his pupils, Wright decided
to extend the invitation to explore
their lives through his first book,
“Silent Witnesses in the Gospels.”

“For some reason, ordinary people
were chosen to do extraordinary
tasks. They (the Biblical characters)
listened and they acted upon what
they were asked to do. Anyone who
is interested in The Scriptures can
get something out of this book,”
Wright, a Scotch Plains resident, told
The Westfield Leader and The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

When the reader encounters the
Gospel’s depictions of Christ’s cru-
cifixion, it can be mystifying to con-
sider how his mother, the Virgin Mary,
must have felt at the moment of His
death.

Wright goes many steps further in
“Silent Witnesses” by explaining how
Mary heard the soldiers vying for
Jesus’ clothing and putting the nails
into His hands.

“A sword was passing through
Mary’s heart,” writes Wright, “more
agonizing than any physical pain she
could imagine. No words passed her
blessed lips; no words needed to. She
gazed upward at her son.”

According to Wright, the appre-
ciation of “Silent Witnesses” is “left
to the reader as an individual to
decide how they can live out the
message” in the story.

Yet, the author commingles his
own interpretation of how the reader
might learn from the experience of

the Biblical figure with the re-
telling of the Gospel story.

In Mary’s case, Wright points
out how we can all relate to
watching a loved one suffer
through illnesses and the trials of
life. But, he advises the reader that
while no one can avoid suffering;
one can choose how to cope with it.

Through Mary’s experience of
watching the death of Christ, Wright
talks about grief, being supportive
and unwavering during such hard-
ships and how one should choose
their words of comfort carefully to
offer healing and hope.

Even though the Gospels tell us
that Mary said nothing at that par-
ticular time, Wright states, “Yet, si-
lence can be just as powerful (as
words). Your presence at the side of
a loved one, at a child’s ballgame, at
a music recital, or at the dinner table
and at the Eucharistic table is also a
powerful witness. Never be afraid to
stand with the suffering, for what-
ever we do to the least of these, our
brothers and sisters, we do for Him.”

In “An Abrupt Stop,” the chapter
detailing Jesus’ healing of Jairus’
daughter, Wright stresses how Jesus,

who was on his way to
Jairus’ house, was stopped
by a person who touched
his cloak. Jairus, Wright
explains, who was anxious
for his daughter’s healing,
didn’t understand why
Jesus was spending his
time with the stranger in-
stead of rushing off to heal
his child.

Wright said this story
might illustrate that

“God’s timing isn’t
necessarily the
same as our tim-
ing.”

Wright’s wisdom
pours off the pages
of his illustrations
of characters like
Judas Iscariot, the
movers of the
stones before
Lazarus’ tomb, and
Simon, who helped

Jesus carry his cross to Golgotha. He
marries his talent of storytelling with
factual and historical relevance, ty-
ing together eloquent interpretations
and food for soul.

Surprisingly, Wright is a writing
greenhorn. Six or seven years ago, he
was reading a book on authorship,
and he found himself wondering what
he could offer to a reader through his
theological knowledge.

Starting with the first chapter in
the Gospel of Matthew, Wright pro-
ceeded to jot down some of the “si-
lent witnesses” like St. Joseph and
Judas.

“It was easy to formulate,” Wright
related. “Like Judas — he knew the
way to Jesus, but he didn’t know
Jesus’ way.”

Always surrounded by a crisis,
like the flight into Egypt or his Son’s
sudden disappearance and visit to
the temple, St. Joseph always re-
mained silent despite all that befell
him.

“He was a quite presence in the
midst of crisis,” said Wright, who
holds a Masters Degree in Theology
from Seton Hall University.
“Eventhough he was mentioned in
the Bible 18 times, but never spoke.”

“Silent Witnesses,” which is due
out at the end of October, has at-
tained overwhelming accolades from
UCHS Principal Sister Percylee Hart,
Archbishop of the Diocese of New-
ark, Most Reverend John Myers, and
other religious scholars and scribes.

Wright hopes that readers will
“read a chapter, mull it over and ask
what it is God is calling them to do
with their lives.”

When asked by The Leader and
The Times how a non-believer could
embrace “Silent Witnesses,” Wright
said that, no matter where a reader is
on his/her spiritual journey, his book
“can break down some misconcep-
tions about the humanity of Jesus.”

“Without A Word,” a children’s
book, and “Evidence for the King-
dom” are two volumes which Wright
has developed. In the latter, the au-
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A SCRIBE FOR TODAY...Scotch
Plains resident, Allan Wright, a
religion teacher at Union Catholic
High School, has related the untold
stories of 26 Biblical characters who
remained silent...until now.

St. Joseph, one of the “Silent Wit-
nesses,” carries the Child Jesus in a
stained glass depiction.
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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Perhaps you’ve been subjected to those infomercials your dentist
or doctor show before a “risky” procedure is about to be performed.
They appear on miniature televisions hoisted above the bulky
medical equipment, and while they are intended to comfort and
inform you, what they often do is make you more
tense while you are seated in that awkward
plastic chair with a bib around your neck ready
to catch your dribble.

Last Tuesday, I went from editing press re-
leases in Westfield to squirming in a dentist’s
chair in Clark, where I was shown the pros,
cons and procedures involved in the removal
of wisdom teeth. I wasn’t ready for this, as I’d
been postponing the procedure until the little
devils really hurt me.

“Unfortunately,” the narrator explained, “this
kind of pain usually comes at the most inoppor-
tune time.” No *&^@#! What the pasty faced
narrator didn’t know was that I was about to
fork over nearly $1,200 because my em-
ployer does not provided me with dental
insurance.

Throughout the program, I wondered how
they chose the actress who volunteered to
have her face stretched and puckered with
instruments and gauze, how her hair
managed to stay so tidy, her make-up
unaltered, or how she didn’t seem to
have experienced any pain whatso-
ever. I’ve witnessed the flipside, where
my cousin and mother were cradling
their jaws with ice packs, uttering in
some Novocain-induced language, “I’m in hell.”

But, to show the patient that realistic side of a procedure and its side
effects would probably send him or her screaming past a waiting room
full of already panicking patients.

So, instead, with his Teflon coiffed comb-over, the narrator offers the
consequences: “The patient might experience intense feelings of
nausea, drowsiness and fatigue. Be sure to have someone available to
drive you home after the procedure and don’t operate any heavy
machinery.” Because, after having three wisdom teeth removed, I was
planning to drive the dirt lifter on Cacciola Place or to participate in the
leaping race over those “W” bike signs by the Rialto Theater.

The dental hygienist stood by the doorway and the dentist leaned
nearby.

“Wow, this sure is comforting,” I quipped nervously. “The least
you guys could have done was to provide a bucket of popcorn and
dim the lights.” The movie was barely over when the hygienist
turned off the tiny television and asked me if I had any questions.

“Where did they find these actors? Did you film the infomercial
here at the office? Was this filmed in this century?” Instead, I
politely folded my hands in my lap and smiled. After all, these
were the folks who would be in charge of turning my face into a
blimp.

In response to the cliché, “Wisdom comes with age,” my Aunt Norma
once retorted, “Well, when I’m dead, I guess I’ll be really wise.” I know
I won’t lose my wisdom when these three teeth come out next Monday,
however I am sage enough to know that these infomercials invoke more
uneasiness than serving as a panacea.

FAIR WARNING?...Doctors
and dentists should think again
before showing patients
infomercials about their pro-
cedures.
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By Marylou Morano
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By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Recently, I participated in two “In-
tensive Picture Book” workshops
given by Anastasia Suen, a pro-
lific author of picture books and
other books for children.

The workshops were designed
to teach the participants how to
write picture books, and from
Suen, I learned how to look at a
picture book through the eyes of
an author. I discovered how to
judge if a book keeps its prom-
ise, how to storyboard, the im-
portance of good rhyme and how
to give a picture book a surpris-
ing, or as Suen calls it, a “twist
ending.”

When I write about children’s
books in the “Book Nook,” I close
my author’s eyes and open my
reader’s eyes, and my reader’s eyes
have read a lot of wonderful picture
books in the last few weeks.

*  *  *  *  *
For the emergent reader, Chronicle

Books has just released “Pig Giggles
and Rabbit Rhymes,” by Mike
Downs. Each page asks an easy-to-
read question, followed by an an-
swer that rhymes! The pig won’t be
the only one giggling. It’s got great
pictures, too.

Charlesbridge Publishing’s 2000
release, “Grumpy Bunnies” by Willy
Welch follows three bunnies through
their busy day — rising, getting ready
for school, taking a bubble bath at
night and tucked in bed resting up for
tomorrow. The bunny activities will
be very familiar to preschoolers and
early elementary school age chil-
dren will be able to read this on their
own. This is a comforting book and
a great way to show little ones the
importance of structure in daily life.

From the same publisher comes “The
First Starry Night,” written and illus-
trated by Joan Shaddux Isom. This is a
treasure of a book that captures a short
time in the life of Vincent van Gogh.
Although fictional, it reads like a true
biography. The illustrations, paintings
done in the Impressionist style, comple-
ment the text. This book is recom-
mended for ages 6 through 12.

New Jersey author, Laura T. Barnes
lives on a farm called Barnesyard in

Hunterdon County, where homeless
barn animals find refuge. Barnes has
created the “Ernest” series of books,
the first of which, “Twist and Ernest”

tells the real-life story of the authors’
search to find a companion for her
lonely donkey, Ernest.

Also in the series are “Teeny Tiny
Ernest” and “Ernest and the Big Itch.”
The books have simple language well

suited to its targeted age of 4 and up.
Barnes’ gentle voice which

emerges through her writing makes
her books “parent-friendly,” which
is important to grownups who read
the same books aloud many times to
younger children.

Barnesyard Publishers are located in
Sargeantville. The mission of the pub-
lishing house is to provided books based
upon true happenings at Barnesyard,
using them to teach children about ac-
ceptance, love, cooperation, friendship,
and the importance of being yourself.

Participating in the two “Intensive
Picture Book” workshops mentioned
at the beginning of this column was
lots of fun, but it was also work. Each
night, for four weeks, I had to read
and analyze five picture books. Now,
that’s my kind of homework!

Get Outta
The House

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four Centuries in a Weekend
is an annual event sponsored by
the Union County Division of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs and
the Board of Chosen Freeholders.
This year, on Saturday and Sun-
day, October 19 and 20, 22 his-
toric house museums and sites
throughout the county will open
their doors for tours. Those inter-
esting structures you pass every
day but never stop in to visit, such
as Plainfield’s Drake House Mu-
seum on Front Street, will be as
part of this free event. For a bro-
chure, map or further informa-
tion, call (908) 558-2550.

*  *  *  *  *
The Westfield Tennis Club will

host the Golden Goose Craft and
Gift Boutique today from 9 a.m.
to 9 p.m., Friday from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m., and Saturday from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. Admission and raffle tick-
ets are just one dollar, and ben-
efits will proceed the Center For
Hope Hospice and Palliative Care
in Linden. The Club is located at
139 North Chestnut Street in
Westfield. There should be plenty
of street parking.

*  *  *  *  *
October is National Arts and

Humanities Month, and the Chest-
nut Hill Cemetery in East
Brunswick will celebrate with the
Buried in New Jersey Candle-
light Cemetery Tour. On October
19 or 20, from 5 to 8:30 p.m.,
more than 500 candles will light
the paths of the cemetery, while
re-enactors tell the tales of the
locals who are buried there. Ad-
mission is $5 for adults, and $1
for children. The Cemetery is at
Old Bridge Turnpike near Rues
Lane, and you can get more infor-
mation by calling (732) 257-1508.

*  *  *  *  *
The Summit Train Station is

participating in First Night Show-
case, on October 18 from 4 to 6
p.m. Admission is free to this
musical, theatrical, and visual arts
glimpse at what will be happen-
ing at the town’s First Night cel-
ebration on New Year’s Eve. More
about that later.

*  *  *  *  *
Haven’t you always wanted to

get a first-hand look at an artist’s
studio? The Hoboken Artists Stu-
dio Tour on October 20, from 4 to
6 p.m., will give you just that
opportunity. It’s a self-guided, free
citywide tour of studios and gal-
leries, with free lectures, demon-
strations, and exhibits along the
trail. Call for details at (201) 420-
2207.
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By ANDY GOLDENBERG
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — PSE&G busi-
nessman by day, rock music scribe and
philosopher during every other hour of
the day, John Luerssen embodies every
facet of a music fanatic.

The longtime Westfield resident has
been busy the last few months plug-
ging his first book, “Mouthing Off,” a
collection of quotations from famous
and obscure rock musicians.

I laughed out loud countless times. I
do not know which was more frighten-
ing; the fact that these musicians showed
absolute Spinal Tap stupidity or their
total philosophical clarity. Whatever the
case, this book is a keeper from start to
finish. I did not want it to end.

From the moment I met Luerssen at his
book signing a few weeks back, it was
apparent that not only was he passionate
about music, but he had the confidence
necessary to turn his avocation into a

future vocation. I spoke
with him briefly and
found out how a local
boy made good.

*  *  *  *  *
L e a d e r / T i m e s :

Were you born and
raised in Westfield?

Luerssen: I was
born in Summit, actu-
ally, at Overlook Hos-
pital but close enough
I suppose. Yes, I’ve
lived in Westfield all
my life with the ex-
ception of four and a
half years of college.
I’m a fourth genera-
tion Westfielder actu-
ally, which is a rarity
these days I suppose.

I graduated from
Westfield High School
(WHS) in 1986 with
Bill Crandall, who
happens to be one of
my editors, and also now lives in
Westfield with his family after spend-
ing about a decade in San Francisco.
Bill is the Music Editor at Rolling
Stone.com.

Anyway, my wife Heidi, who is from
the New Hope, Pa. area and I have
found that few towns in the area rival
Westfield in beauty and charm. We
have two daughters, Meredith, 5, and

Hayley, 2, and just found out we have
a son on the way. I don’t want to raise
my family anywhere else.

Leader/Times: Where did you at-
tend college?

Luerssen: I’m a graduate of West
Chester University, Class of ’90. In
college, I majored in Keg Tapping with
a Punk Rock minor. When I wasn’t at
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Saturday,  Oct. 19 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
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                               Andy Goldenberg for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ROCK CHRONICLER OF AGES...John Luerssen of
Westfield, author of “Mouthing Off.”

Scholarship Benefit

CWC Theater Party

Friday, October 25, 2002

“Over the River and Through the Woods”

A comedy by Joe DiPietro

Westfield Community Players

1000 North Avenue, West

Wine and Cheese Reception    7:00 PM

Curtain:  8:00 PM         Donation:  $18.00

For more information or to volunteer, please call
Evelyn Wilhelm at (908) 789-3041


