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Have you or anyone you know purchased a
sick or dying puppy from a local pet store?

Have you incurred
large veterinary bills to treat the puppy?

Do the registration papers and/or
breeder information appear questionable?

If so, you are not alone.
You have rights under the

NJ Pet Purchase Protection Act.
We Can Help.

Call NJ Coalition of Consumer Advocates at
1-800-954-8013 ext. 143

Candidates Campaign Release

SP Democrats Speak On
TV34 Debate, Town Issues

SCOTCH PLAINS — The three Demo-
cratic candidates for Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council, Councilwoman Geri Samuel,
Shelia Ellington and George Gowen, thank
the League of Women Voters, The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood, and Channel
34, for making possible the candidates’
debate of October 10.

Councilwoman Samuel, who seeks
re-election, said, “I am glad that the
voters had an opportunity to hear the
candidates speak on issues important to
all of us. Anyone who did not watch the
debate during the live broadcast will
have an opportunity to see it during the
replays on Channel 34.”

Ms. Samuel continued, “I am pleased
that I had an opportunity to remind the
voters of the accomplishments of the
Democrats, which held the majority for
only 10 months in 1999 due to the un-
timely death of Democrat Franklin
Donatelli, and later Democrat Tarquin
Bromley. $450,000 in grant money,
which paid for the only real downtown
development we have seen, and the de-
nial of the liquor license to Club Malibu,
the site of riots and a murder, has made
a real difference, which people can see.
It is sad that Republican Nancy Malool
chose to repeat the same unfounded criti-
cisms made by Republican Guy
Celentano in last year’s election. Ms.
Malool has been on the Township Coun-
cil for only five weeks, having replaced
Mr. Celentano after he quit. If she had
been on the Township Council as long as
I have, she would know better. In mak-
ing reference to the 1999 tax increase,
Ms. Malool conveniently left out the
fact that the Republican majority en-
dorsed the same tax rate in 2000 and
increased taxes twice since this year by
the same amount as the 1999 increase.”

“Republican Carolyn Sorge was wrong
in her comment that the Republicans
saved the taxpayers money by restruc-
turing the manner in which the Town-
ship Attorney is paid,” Mrs. Samuel
stated. “That was done as a cost saving
measure in 1999 during my term as
mayor, when the Democrats were in the
majority. I agree that it was a good idea,
but it was a Democratic idea.”

George Gowen said, “It was interest-
ing sitting there, listening to the Repub-
lican candidates talk about how they
would improve the downtown area. With
the exception of 10 months in 1999, the
Republicans have controlled the Scotch
Plains government for more than a quar-
ter century. Why haven’t they done more
than just talk about downtown improve-
ment during all that time? What is their

excuse for not providing the necessary
vision and leadership in the past? Are the
voters going to elect them, only to wait
until the next election to hear them talk
some more?”

Mr. Gowen continued, “I was offended
hearing how the Republicans treated
former Deputy Township Attorney An-
drew Baron. They refused to reappoint
him after he voiced his political beliefs
by appearing at a rally for then guberna-
torial candidate Jim McGreevey and by
appearing at a Democratic barbecue
where his picture was taken. And this,
after declaring that Mr. Baron’s appoint-
ment was an example of bipartisan gov-
ernment. Republican candidate Frank
Rossi, along with Republican Mayor
Martin Marks, criticized Mr. Baron, in
the Mayor’s office, for exercising his
right of assembly and free speech. Is that
an example of the type of government
that the freedom loving people of Scotch
Plains want?”

“I couldn’t believe Mr. Rossi’s com-
ments,” Ms. Ellington said. “In speaking
about taxes, Mr. Rossi tried to blame
Governor McGreevey for reducing aid to
municipalities, when everyone knows that
Governor McGreevey was forced to cut
spending in order to reduce a State budget
deficit in the billions which built up over
eight years of Republican administration.
The outgoing Republican controlled leg-
islature ignored Governor-Elect
McGreevey’s pleas not to spend. And the
Republicans call themselves fiscally re-
sponsible? Perhaps Mr. Rossi should con-
front his own two-faced approach to taxes,
criticizing a five tax point increase when
introduced by a Democratic majority, but
approving the same five tax point in-
crease when introduced by the current
Republican majority.” “Mr. Rossi’s com-
ment about former Township Finance
Director William Polidore was a cheap
shot. Indeed, Mr. Rossi admitted that it
was not the Democrats’ fault that Mr.
Polidore stole from the Township. Mr.
Rossi should be reminded that no money
was taken while the Democrats held the
majority, but only while the Republicans
were in control.”

All three Democrats urge the voters to
become informed on the issues and to
vote on November 5. You may learn
more about the election on the Web at
www.spdems.com.
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Scotch Plains GOP Council
Candidates Discuss Budgets
SCOTCH PLAINS – Republican

Township Council candidates Frank
Rossi, Carolyn Sorge, and Nancy Malool
commented on the history of municipal
budgeting and property taxes in Scotch
Plains, and how they will approach bud-
geting in the future.

“It is the most important task of a
council member,” stated Deputy Mayor
Frank Rossi. “It is also a subject that has
presented a clear contrast in fiscal phi-
losophy between local Democrats and
Republicans. After participating in the
recent candidates’ debate, it is hard to
believe that the Democrats are still try-
ing to defend and rationalize their con-
troversial and unpopular tax increase of
1999. It displays a continued lack of
understanding of the budget process and
insensitivity to the needs and desires of
our taxpayers. We also find it somewhat
disrespectful to the many Rescue Squad
and Fire Department Volunteers, that
the Democrats seek to criticize us for
pointing out that one point of the current
tax bill is the result of Scotch Plains
voters’ overwhelming support of the
Length of Service Awards Program
(LOSAP) referendum last year.”

“If one were to take a look at the last
four budget years, it would be relatively
easy to see contrasting approaches be-
tween the two political parties,” contin-
ued Mr. Rossi. “With Geri Samuel and
the Democrats in control in 1999, we had
a record $3.2 million budget surplus and
taxes should have been frozen. Instead
they were raised by the largest amount of
the decade over the protests of the Re-
publican minority and the public. I firmly
believe that I was elected to the Town-
ship Council later that year because of
that unnecessary Democrat tax increase.
With the Republicans back in the major-
ity, we were able to freeze taxes in 2000
by using a sensible portion of what was
still a fairly large surplus. In 2001 and
2002 we continued to use a responsible

portion of the surplus in order to avoid
large and unnecessary tax increases.”

Council candidate Carolyn Sorge
stated, “As an administrative assistant in
the office of the Municipal Manager and
Mayor, I got to see first hand the budget-
ing process. I watched previous councils
agonize over spending increases and
where the municipal tax rate would be
set. With the exception of the year of
Democrat control in 1999, the Township
Council members always considered the
status of the budget surplus before set-
ting the tax rate. I was extremely disap-
pointed to watch what happened in 1999
but was glad to see a rational fiscal
approach return in subsequent years. As
a council member one must always keep
in mind that the budget surplus is the
people’s money and not the government’s
and should be treated accordingly.”

“After reviewing the most recent bud-
gets, there doesn’t appear to be a lot of
discretionary spending on the part of
the Township Council,” said Council-
woman Malool. “With aid from Tren-
ton frozen, and the economy sluggish,
the Republican Councils have done an
exemplary job of budgeting during dif-
ficult times. More importantly, services
are being extended rather than being cut
by aggressively pursuing grants and by
expanding shared service programs. As
we approach the next budget year, we
need to lobby our state representatives
for our fair share of municipal aid,
while at the same time find innovative
ways to provide services to our resi-
dents without breaking the bank. We
must monitor the status of our budget
surplus, and if it gets unreasonably high
again, it should be returned to the tax-
payers. It was with Frank Rossi’s elec-
tion three years ago that returned the
Township Council to a fiscally respon-
sible Republican majority. Carolyn
Sorge and I are pleased to be a part of
his team.”

TALKING ABOUT ISSUES…Marcellus Drive resident Pietra Kilcullen talks
with David Owens about his door-to-door campaign at a reception for the
Second Ward Town Council candidate hosted by Allison Fiorino on October 3.

Candidate Campaign Release

Sal Caruana Supports
Alternative to Parking Deck
WESTFIELD – Fighting for the inter-

ests of First Ward residents, First Ward
Westfield Town Council Candidate Sal
Caruana reiterated his support for an
alternative to the proposed Elm/Pros-
pect parking deck.

“I outlined my position on this park-
ing deck back in June. I oppose the Elm/
Prospect Street deck because of unan-
swered traffic safety questions, and I
continue to believe that a single deck on
the south side will accommodate not just
more commuters, but also downtown
employees, which would free up many
metered spaces for shoppers and resi-
dents,” said Mr. Caruana.

“This deck may be all we need, and a
second structure should be delayed until the
effectiveness of the first one can be mea-
sured. If the town ultimately decides to
move forward with a second deck, I know
many First Ward residents, as well as many
members of the Parking Committee, be-
lieve that the Rialto location is logistically
superior and would be the preferred loca-
tion for a lot on the north side.”

Mr. Caruana said he was disappointed
that his opponent recently accused him
of trying to appeal to the “emotions and
fears” of voters and trying to “confuse”
them.

“I find it ironic that my position on the
deck, which has been clear and publicly
stated since June, is being attacked by
someone who earlier this summer thought
perhaps “one or two” decks should be built
and that a “voter referendum” should de-

cide the issue. Now, we hear no mention of
a referendum and unequivocal support for
two decks, including one on Elm & Pros-
pect Streets that many First Ward resi-
dents frankly would not support.

“What I truly resent, however, is my
opponent characterizing my legitimate
and unanswered concerns over the safety
of our school children as an attempt by
me to appeal to “voters emotions and
fears”. As a candidate, I expect to en-
gage in healthy debate over the issues,
but I don’t expect to ever be accused of
using children for a political purpose,”
he said. “Any attempt to distort my, or
any other parent’s reasonable concern
for the safety of our children in such an
inappropriate way is deplorable.”

Mr. Caruana said an elected official
has the responsibility to be a vigorous
advocate for the interests of his con-
stituency and that residents of the First
Ward will always know where he stands
on the issues.

“It’s important to build a sense of trust
between elected officials and citizens,”
said Mr. Caruana. “I’m not going to be
someone who flip-flops on the issues.
Perhaps not everyone will always agree
with me, but everyone will know where
I stand and, in the end, I think that’s
really all that the public ever asks
for…someone they can trust.”

For more information on Sal Caruana
or other candidates running for Town
Council, please visit the campaign
website at www.mcdermott-team.net.

We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout the Nation. We encourage and support an affirmative 
advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin.

Potomac Homes
Our homes are close to yours

800-935-9898

Potomac Homes has been quietly providing exceptional care for those with Alzheimer’s 
disease for more than a decade. Our homes are located right in YOUR neighborhood, and we
provide extraordinary care in a non-institutional setting. If you care for someone with 
dementia, or know somebody who does, you need to know about Potomac Homes.

Call for your information packet today, and learn how we provide top quality 
residential care all at one reasonable fee. Learn more about Alzheimer’s disease 

by logging onto our website at www.potomacgrouphomes.com.

800-935-9898

Alzheimer’s Disease

9 homes in Northern New Jersey. Opening soon in Somerset and Mercer Counties.

Recently, this disease has been 
showcased in the headlines, as some 

well known celebrities have been 
diagnosed with “symptoms 

consistent with Alzheimer’s disease.” 

If you are taking care of a loved one 
with dementia, you understand the 
devastating impact of these words.

New residence opening 
soon in Green Brook!

Call now for Pre-Opening rates & a complimentary tour!

800-935-9898

See us in the Bell Atlantic Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES
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A PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

C E RT I F I E D  T R I A L  L AW Y E R S *
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“Keeping Families Connected Is Our Top Priority”
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Owner Operated • Serving Union County

Unlimited National
and 1000 mobile-to-mobile minutes for life as long as you
remain on the original plan selected at activation for just

$39.99 monthly access.
Annual 1 or 2-year agreement required.  Calls placed outside calling area are 69 cents per minute

night and weekend minutes 1
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15 Broad Street Westfield, NJ
Tel: 908.654.6440 Fax:  908.654.6441

New Extended Hours:
Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs. - 9:30 am to 7:30 pm  •  Fri. - 9:30 am  to 6:00 pm

Sat. - 10:00 am to 6:00 pm  •  Sun. - 11:00 am to 4:00 pm
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Visit our website

at

www.whschool.org

or call us at

908-754-1882

to

schedule a tour.

•  National “Exemplary School” for Upper School laptop in-

Loyola, Northwestern, Rutgers, St. Joseph’s, Trinity, Tufts,

•  National winner Alan Shepard Technology in Education
award

•  Intentionally small classes, PK-12

•  Enriched curriculum
•  Award winning teachers

•  100 % College Placement including Dartmouth, Lehigh,

U Penn, U Richmond

tegration into curriculum

•  Involved, engaged, diverse student body

1295 Inman Avenue, Edison, New Jersey 08820

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


