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Seeking God’s Guidance Keeps Us
From Being ‘Unclaimed Freight’
By REV. KEVIN BRENNAN

Recently, I heard about an interest-
ing store out in Franklin called “Un-
claimed Freight.” This store is filled
with all kinds of items that were or-
dered, paid for, and shipped, but never
claimed. There was no way to track
down the owners, so these items be-
came known as unclaimed freight.

Now you or I can go to this store
and look over these items and buy
them at a greatly reduced price. The
owners of these items had a plan
when they placed their orders. There
was a need that they had that these
particular items would fulfill, but
something happened along the way
and those plans and purposes were
never fulfilled, and those needs were
never met.

Consequently, those items sit there,
waiting for the lowest bidder to lay

claim to them.
Sometimes we can be a lot like

that unclaimed freight. There are a
number of places in the Bible that
indicate we were created by God for
a purpose and to fulfill a plan. In a
sense, an order was placed. God chose
us to be born, and even paid a price
for us because He had a plan and
purpose for us to fulfill a need.

Along the way, different things
have happened in our lives to cause
us to either never discover that pur-
pose or plan, or if we do know what
it is, we can still fall short of fulfill-
ing it. We are often left to sit around.
Like unclaimed freight. Waiting for
another offer to be made. We wind up
selling ourselves cheaply to do some-
thing or be something we were never
intended to do or be.

A look at the call of the prophet
Jeremiah is quite enlightening. Read
chapter one of the book named for
him in the Bible. You will discover
that God had a plan and purpose for
him from before the time he was
even conceived. He was able to go
ahead and fulfill that plan because of
the many wonderful promises God
gave to him in that chapter. Perhaps
the greatest promise was, “I am with
you to deliver you” (verse 19).

I believe God has a purpose and
plan for each of us. This plan was on
His mind when He was forming us in
our mother’s wombs. He will be with
us to show us what it is if we are
willing to ask Him. We shouldn’t
settle for anything less.

*  *  *  *  *
Reverend Brennan is Pastor of the

Evangel Church, located at 1251
Terrill Road in Scotch Plains.

MISSION OUTREACH…As part of its mission outreach program, The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield recently made a financial contribution to Brand
New Day, Inc., a non-profit housing development corporation in the Elizabethport
area. Pictured, left to right, are: Glen DuMont, incoming moderator of the
church’s Mission Commission; Vera Atkinson and Krishna Garlic, Assistant
Director and Executive Director, respectively, of Brand New Day; Elizabeth
McDiarmid, Associate for Mission at the church; Eleanor Smith and Kathey
Moore, co-moderators of the Mission Commission, and the Reverend Wendy W.
Thode, Associate Pastor.

WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, as part of its
mission outreach program, has
contributed financially to Brand
New Day, Inc., a non-profit corpo-
ration which seeks “to provide af-
fordable housing for low and mod-
erate income families and indi-
viduals” in the Elizabethport sec-
tion of Elizabeth.

A check was presented recently
in a ceremony held in the parking
lot near a group of townhouses
under construction.

Representing the church at the
event were the Reverend Wendy
Thode, Associate Pastor for Chris-
t ian Education;  Elizabeth
McDiarmid, Associate for Mis-
sion; Kathey Moore, outgoing co-
moderator of the Mission Com-

mission; Eleanor Smith, commis-
sion co-moderator,  and Glen
DuMont, incoming co-moderator.

Brand New Day, Inc. was repre-
sented by Krishna Garlic, Execu-
tive Director, and Vera Atkinson,
Assistant Director. The organiza-
tion, founded in 1985, rehabili-
tates existing structures and pur-
chases land for construction of
apartments and townhouses.

In a letter from the church an-
nouncing the donation,  Ms.
McDiarmid praised the work be-
ing done by Brand New Day at
Marina Village in Elizabethport.

After the presentation,  the
church group was escorted on a
tour of several apartments and
townhouses that are being readied
for occupancy.

St. John’s Baptist to Mark
Rev. Porter’s Anniversary

Jewish Literacy Offerings
Posted For Fall Semester

Professor Berk to Discuss
Sept. 11 at Temple Brunch

SPRINGFIELD – Professor
Stephen Berk will be the Scholar-in-
Residence at a Sunday brunch on
October 20 at 10:15 a.m. at Temple
Sha’arey Shalom, located at 78
Springfield Avenue in Springfield.
The topic for the brunch will be “The
Road to September 11 and After.”

Temple Sha’arey Shalom is a Re-
form Jewish congregation, the con-
gregation of which includes residents
of Westfield and surrounding com-
munities. It is affiliated with the
Union of American Hebrew Congre-
gations.

Dr. Berk, a professor of history at
Union College in Shenectady, N.Y.,
is an authority on Russian history,
anti-Semitism and American policy
in the Middle East.

He is the author of “Year of Crisis,

Year of Hope: Russian Jewry and the
Pogroms of 1881-1882” and is cur-
rently writing “Our People Are Your
People: American Jewry and the
Struggle for Civil Rights 1954-1965.”

Professor Berk is also the recipient
of the distinguished Holocaust Me-
morial Award for his efforts to edu-
cate the public on the lessons of the
Holocaust and its meaning for today.

The program will be sponsored by
Temple Sha’arey Shalom’s Scholar-
in-Residence Committee in conjunc-
tion with the Sisterhood, Brother-
hood and the Renaissance Group.

The cost for the brunch is $10 per
person. Reservations are required by
Monday, October 7. For reservations
or additional information about the
event, please call Temple Sha’arey
Shalom at (973) 379-5387.

Detective to Speak
At Seniors Meeting

WESTFIELD – The regular meet-
ing of the Senior Social Club of the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield will take place on Mon-
day, October 7, at 1:30 p.m. in the
gymnasium of the Interparochial
School. Attendees are asked to use
the entrance on First Street.

The guest speaker will be Vincent
Gagliardi, a detective from the
Prosecutor’s Office in Elizabeth. He
will discuss scams relating to senior
citizens.

There will also be an opportunity
during the meeting to sign up for a
trip to the Platzl Brauhaus in Pomona,
N.Y. on Wednesday, December 4,
for a Christmas show.

WESTFIELD — The Union
County Torah Center in Westfield
has announced the schedule for its
fall semester of “The Jewish Lit-
eracy Program,” an extensive adult
education program. A variety of
classes will be offered from Monday,
October 14, through Monday, No-
vember 11.

A Hebrew Reading – Level 1 Crash
Course will be held on Monday eve-
nings, beginning October 14 and
continuing on October 21, 28, No-
vember 4 and November 11.

Given by Rabbi Noam Lichtman,
the class will teach participants how
to read Hebrew so they can review
their children’s Hebrew schoolwork
with them and follow along in the
Hebrew at their synagogue. The course
will be held in conjunction with the
National Jewish Outreach program.

A history course entitled, “The
Great Jewish Prophets,” will be of-
fered on Tuesday evenings, begin-
ning October 15 and continuing on
October 22, 29 and November 5.

The course will focus on the words
of the prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah,
Ezekiel and Ovadiah. It will be given
by Professor Mitchell Bomrind of
Kean University.

A course entitled, “Chasidic Phi-
losophy and Jewish Ethics,” will be
presented on Wednesday evenings,
beginning October 16 and continu-
ing October 23, 30 and November 6.

Taught by Rabbi Levi Block of the
Torah Center, this course will delve
into the mysteries of creation and the
Jewish soul and explore how this
knowledge can be applied to inter-
personal relationships. It will also
reveal how classical Jewish thinkers
addressed morality and human char-
acter from a Torah perspective.

The fall session of the Jewish Lit-
eracy Program will close with a spe-
cial lecture on Tuesday, November
12, entitled, “Reflections of a
Chassidic Feminist,” presented by

Bronya Shaffer.
Mrs. Shaffer will explore the inter-

section of traditional Jewish obser-
vance and contemporary thought,
with a special focus on Jewish women
in Jewish law and life.

A counselor, workshop leader and
facilitator for several women’s self-
awareness and support groups, she
lives with her husband and 10 chil-
dren in Crown Heights, Brooklyn.

All classes will take place from 8
to 9 p.m. at the Torah Center, located
at 418 Central Avenue in Westfield.
The Wednesday evening class is a
joint program of the Torah Center
and the Jewish Community Center
(JCC) of Central New Jersey and will
be held at the JCC, 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

The cost for the Monday and
Wednesday classes are $18 each for
the entire course. The Tuesday classes
are $10 per class.

The November 12 lecture will be
held from 8 to 9:30 p.m. at the Torah
Center, with a suggested donation of
$10. This lecture will be sponsored
by Mark and Laura Schachman. For
more information, please call the
Torah Center at (908) 789-5252.

SCOTCH PLAINS – This Sun-
day, October 6, St. John’s Baptist
Church in Scotch Plains will honor
its Pastor, the Reverend Kelmo C.
Porter, for 36 years of spiritual
leadership.

The guest speaker at the 10 a.m.
service will be the Reverend
Nathaniel Porter, the Pastor’s
brother, from the Memorial Church
of God in Christ in Haverford, Pa.
Bishop Donald Hilliard of the
Cathedral-Second Baptist Church
in Perth Amboy will continue the
celebration at 4 p.m.

Born and raised in Jersey City,
Reverend Porter attended and
graduated with honors from the
Jersey City school system. He
earned his Bachelor of Science
and Master of Arts Degrees in Re-
ligion from New York University
and his Doctor of Divinity Degree
from Trinity Hall University in

Springfield, Ill.
Reverend Porter served as Pas-

tor of the Trinity Temple Church
of God in Christ in Montclair and
the First Church of God in Christ
in Newark before coming to St.
John’s.

He additionally served as Execu-
tive Director of the Newark Senior
Citizens Commission’s “Golden Age
Project” for nearly 23 years. He is a
member of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Ministerium, where he served as Presi-
dent for three years, as well as numer-
ous other Baptist organizations.

He and his wife, the former
Shirley Green, have been married
for 49 years. They have three chil-
dren and three grandchildren.

With the help she needs at hand, there is simply time to enjoy.  At Patient Care,
our business is understanding the world of the older person.  Since 1975, our
compassionate staff has provided the in-home support services the elderly need to
live as fully and independently as possible.

For more information and a free nursing assessment, call 908-654-5656.

Hourly and Live-in Certified Home Health Aides • Companions • Nurse Visits

24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week • www.patientcare.com 120 Elm Street, Westfield

ACCREDITED BY JCAHO

FUMC Announces Itinerary
For Ecumenical Training

WESTFIELD — The First United
Methodist Church (FUMC) of
Westfield will hold its annual Ecu-
menical Training Event on Satur-
day, October 26, from 8:30 a.m. to
12:45 p.m.

The workshops, designed to offer
nurture and skills to individuals in-
volved in church education and pro-
gramming, will once again feature lead-
ers from supporting denominations.

This year, the sponsoring judica-
tories are the Presbytery of Newark,
Presbytery of Elizabeth, Episcopal
Diocese of Newark, Episcopal Dio-
cese of New Jersey, the Central At-
lantic Conference of the United
Church of Christ, American Baptist
Churches of New Jersey, African
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church
and the Greater New Jersey Confer-
ence of the United Methodist Church.

The day will begin with coffee at
8:30 a.m., to be followed at 9 a.m.
with a keynote address by the Rever-
end Ui Kim, Director of Christian
Education for the Presbytery of Eliza-
beth.

At 9:30 a.m., participants may
choose to attend two of the 12 work-
shops, each an hour and a half in

length. Workshops are designed for
adult, youth and children’s leaders.

New topics this year will include
“Sharing Faith through Children’s
Sermons,” “Drama for Early Read-
ers,” “The Year of the Bible,”
“Children’s Faith Development,”
“How to Enjoy Youth Ministry,”
“Children’s Ministry in the Small
Church” and “Redeeming Paul” (for
adult education).

Once again, the “Why and How to
of Rotation Model Teaching” and
“Crafts With a Flair” will be pre-
sented. In addition, “Polka Dots of
Cultural Waves” will highlight cul-
tural and ethnic diversity.

Registration is $8 for the day and
$5 for child care. Coffee and a books-
for-sale table will also be available.
The church is located at One East
Broad Street.

For further information, please call
Judy Hopkins, Registrar for this year’s
event, at (732) 463-1517 or any of
the committee members.

Among the committee members are
the Reverend Darla Turlington, (908)
233-2278; the Reverend Wendy Thode,
(908) 233-0301, and the Reverend
Norma Hockenjos at (908) 232-1935.

Westfield Church Outreach
Extends to City of Elizabeth

�

��

�

����

TREE EXPERT CO.

• Pruning
• Spraying
• Feeding
• Removal

Modern Equipment
State Certified

Immediate Service
Insured For Your Protection
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“Two are better than one, because they have a good
return for their work: If one falls down, his friend can
help him up. But pity the man who falls and has no one
to help him up! Though one may be overpowered, two
can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not
quickly broken.”

Ecclesiastes 4:9-10,12

Caregivers Group Set
To Meet at St. Helen’s
WESTFIELD – A support group

for individuals caring for elderly or
chronically ill loved ones will meet
next on Monday, October 7.

The group meets on the first non-
holiday Monday of each month at 8
p.m. in the Parish Center of St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church, located on
Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.

These are information and sharing
sessions. For more information,
please call Marilyn Ryan at (908)
232-1867.

Certified Elder Law Attorney
By the National Elder Law Foundation,

Accredited by the American Bar Association

Registered Guardian
By the National Guardianship Foundation

211 NORTH AVENUE EAST
WESTFIELD, NJ     908-232-7400
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DONALD D. VANARELLI
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CONSIGNMENT SHOP
THRIFT SHOP

of the
Westfield Service League

114 Elmer Street
Westfield, N.J.

STORE  HOURS:
Tuesday - Saturday  9 am to 4 pm

Clothes, Housewares, Jewelry,
Books, Toys & much more

Consignment Shop   (908) 232-1223
50/50 split - Call for consigning hours

Thrift Shop  (908) 233-2530
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See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


