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Diction Deception

Here are some unanswered ques-
tions from letters received during the
fall months:

To the reader who wants me to
clarify my philosophy about the ba-
sis for good relationships or “what is
the most important aspect in a rela-
tionship”:

Be with those who like you and
make you feel special and run from
those who want to re-do or change
you (usually into their own image).

To the parent who wrote that I
never refer to anyone as a positive
role model, be it in the political,
sport or entertainment field:

I usually think of parents, siblings,
grandparents and significant others
with whom we interact favorably as
role models. If I had to choose some-
one whom I respect, who speaks with
care and dignity about his fellow
man, who understands the stresses
and pain of many, I would probably
choose Bruce Springsteen. I admire
his passion for so many who walk a
bumpy road in life — with the mes-
sage to keep walking.

To the reader who has continu-
ously felt rejected and so doesn’t
permit closeness:

Get into therapy, which may help
you permit emotional and physical
intimacy. You are going to be one
lonely lady if you don’t resolve this.
Your philosophy (which will limit
possible joy) will remain: “If I don’t
leave (this relationship), I’m going
to get left.”

To the senior citizen who looks at
life with a grin and chuckle the way
the “Hagar the Horrible” cartoon
does in the July 31, 2002 strip, when
Hagar says, “When I was younger, I
thought I was going to set the world
on fire.” His friend asks, “What hap-
pened?” Hagar replies, “Somehow
life took away my matches.”

It is in each one of us to light his/
her motivational fire and try to make
one’s life meaningful!

To the mother who wonders if it is
okay to have different feelings to-
wards your children:

HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Catching Up With Letters Leads
To Thoughts of Many Topics

Yes. A great deal of our feelings
are based on many factors: the per-
sonality of the child, in which order
or sequence the child was born, the
sex of the child, the physical appear-
ance, the name, the moment in your
life when the child was born, etc. We
all have different emotions and reac-
tions to our children.

However, in your case, you feel
open animosity towards your oldest
child, who is defiant and reminds
you of your controlling father. This
anger interferes with your parenting
role and both of you will suffer.
Please see a therapist.

To the frustrated wife who resents
her husband’s passive-submissive
role with his mother:

If you are going to be confronting,
don’t “pick” on your mother-in-law.
Focus on your husband and his ten-
dency to let her walk all over him.
Encourage him to get some counsel-
ing on how to deal with this over-
bearing woman.

To the movie-goer who is looking
for an uplifting movie which encour-
ages good spiritual and moral val-
ues:

See Signs. It is not only a good
movie about “aliens,” but it reaffirms
the significance of the family unit
and the strength of faith and belief.

To the parent who feels every child
should go to college:

Accept your son’s strong feelings
about not going to college. You agree
he is a hands-on person who always
wanted to do carpentry. Support his
vocation desires. Not everyone must
or should go to college. Let him find
his vocation which will, hopefully,
bring him satisfaction and fulfill-
ment.

And to the teenager who feels she
should be paid for all chores around
the house:

Frequently, we do things as part of
being a family. Treasure that, since
families don’t always stay the same!
Too often, we take for granted that
which lasts a moment — never to be
regained.

Westfield School Boosters Establish
Greta Schoenemann Scholarship

Resident Disturbed By
Inconsiderate Drivers
On Thursday, September 26, I was

driving down East Broad Street toward
town when I saw two young mothers and
their toddler children standing by the
Library crosswalk, clearly wanting to
cross the street. I stopped for them, as by
law, the women had the right of way. To
my amazement, a minimum of 10 cars
passed me by from the opposite direc-
tion, refusing to stop. What truly sad-
dened me was that it was raining.

Whether or not you are aware of the
laws of this state, common courtesy
should have inspired the drivers of those
cars to stop and let that women cross.
And so, if any of those drivers are read-
ing this letter - shame on you. I hope that
if you are ever stuck in the rain with your
children or grandchildren, another driver
will extend a common courtesy to you.

Linda Doyle
Westfield

Former Westfield Bd. of Ed. Member
Comments On Hockey Team Editorial

Your editorial supporting funding for
the Westfield High School Ice Hockey
Team focuses welcome attention on one
of the fine programs deserving of sup-
port in our district.

In addition to girls’ lacrosse, which
you mention in the editorial, support
should also be given to the many exist-
ing teams that turn away highly accom-
plished athletes (swimmers, golfers,
gymnasts, etc.) each year due to lack of
funding for additional coaches. When
these students are turned away, they then
have no opportunity to participate in
high school sports at all! — not to men-
tion middle school sports!

Then there are the academic program
cutbacks — no more Spanish instruction
in the second grade, though starting in
kindergarten would be academically
ideal; no instrumental music until fourth
grade and then only if the parents rent
the instruments and buy the music books;
no all-city orchestra unless supported by

the PTA’s; no more art and music rooms!
The list goes on.

My point is this. Westfield has spent
the last ten years responding to the baby
boom, the technology boom, the Special
Ed. boom, the real estate boom, the
health insurance boom (to name but a
few booms) within the state mandated
three percent budget cap under an unfair
property tax system.

Adding or even keeping programs is
no longer a matter of “just a minor shift
in priorities” as you suggest.

Editorial pressure on our legislators
and editorial support for the school bud-
get in April would go a long way toward
getting the support you seek not just for
the 30 members of the Ice Hockey team,
but for the thousands of students in our
wonderful schools and on our worth-
while teams. It would be as you so well
put it - “a good investment.”

Annmarie Puleio
Westfield

SP-F School Board V.P. Clarifies Policy
On Bd. Members Expressing Opinion
On behalf of the Scotch Plains-Fan-

wood Board of Education, I would like to
clarify a policy referred to by your editorial
of September 26 in which you stated that
members of the Board are not permitted to
express their opinions.

The key to this policy is in the word-
ing which you printed in your editorial:
“No member of the Board of Education
individually will speak for, or in the
name of, the total Board unless by ex-
plicit direction of the Board.” Of course,
we Board members may speak to the
press to clarify facts or Board action or
to help reporters to get more informa-
tion. But if we give opinions, we do so as
individuals, not on behalf of the Board.
As you also pointed out in your editorial,
that responsibility is part of the role of
the president, as specified in this same
policy: “On matters relating to actions
or proposed actions of the Board of
Education, the Board president is the
designated spokesperson for the Board
unless the Board by action authorizes
other Board personnel or staff to com-
ment to the press.”

The point that we may speak to the
press as individuals, but not represent-
ing the full Board, is an important one,
for in our training as Board members, we
learn that individually we hold no power.
We only have authority when we sit collec-
tively as a Board. There is another Board

policy, entitled Role of the Board Member,
which you did not print, that clearly defines
our role: “A member of the Board has
authority only when the Board of Educa-
tion is legally in session. A Board member
does not speak or act for the Board except
as specifically directed by the majority
decision and/or policy of the Board.”

We express our opinions at our Board
meetings. If you have attended our meet-
ings or watched them on cable TV, you
know that we talk about most issues at
great length. That’s why our meetings
are so long! But once we vote on an
issue, we move forward as a body to
implement the decision. We do not indi-
vidually criticize or work to undo the
decision, but by our oath are obligated to
support the will of the majority of the
Board.

We also each serve as liaison to numer-
ous community organizations where we
report on Board actions and pending de-
cisions. And as members of the commu-
nity, we continually talk about Board of
Education matters with our neighbors
and fellow citizens face-to-face. If some-
one, including a member of the press,
does not know our individual opinions,
that person has not been paying attention.

Linda Nelson
Vice President

SPF-BOE

The Westfield School Boosters ex-
tend our heartfelt sympathy and love to
the Schoenemann Family for their tragic
loss of their daughter and sister Greta.

Greta had a strong love of her family
and friends, and a passion for playing
soccer.

We are also keeping in our thoughts
and prayers Greta’s friends, classmates
and Freshman Girls Soccer team.

To honor Greta’s memory, The West-
field School Boosters are establishing a
scholarship in her name, to be awarded
each year to a senior girl soccer player
whom it can be best said, “She was a
great teammate.”

Those wishing to contribute to Greta’s
scholarship, in addition to the charities
named by the Schoenemann family, may
earmark their contributions for The Greta
Schoenemann Memorial Scholarship
Fund. Contributions can be sent to West-
field School Boosters Association, P.O.
Box 592, Westfield, N.J. 07091-0594.

The boosters have voted to donate all
funds raised during button weekend,
October 19 and 20, to The Greta
Schoenemann Memorial Scholarship
Fund.

Tom Madaras
President

Westfield School Boosters Assoc.

WF Resident Says
Drivers Don’t Yield To
Pedestrians In Town
I am writing this in hopes of raising a red

flag about the inadequacies of Westfield’s
crosswalks. New Jersey State Law re-
quires drivers to yield to pedestrians in
crosswalks. I do not think that the drivers
of the cars traveling through our town take
that law seriously, and I have yet to see an
official enforce it. Most drivers blatantly
disobey it.

As a mother of three young children,
I take crossing the street very seriously.
I frequently have trouble crossing Clark,
Mountain, Dudley, Prospect, North — I
am sure you get the picture.

I have seen crosswalks work wonder-
fully in other towns. For example, take
Concord, Mass., a town, which much
like Westfield prides itself on its thriv-
ing downtown area populated with res-
taurants, shops, quaint parks and pedes-
trians. I love walking there. All you need
to do is get within two feet of the cross-
walk (still on the sidewalk), and the cars
come to a complete stop for you. The
drivers even smile at you! Other towns
have numerous crosswalk aids installed
at almost every major intersection in-
cluding pedestrian crossing buttons with
pedestrian traffic lights.

I would like to request that all of you
reading this take the time to stop at your
next crosswalk. Maybe one or two other
drivers will learn from your example. I
request that the law be better enforced.
Maybe a warning or two will keep the
drivers from disobeying the law again. I
request that the town officials spend an
hour or so walking through town and
personally try to cross our streets. Maybe
then they might see just how frustrating
and dangerous crossing a street in a
crosswalk can be. I request that every-
one make pedestrian safety on our streets
a priority issue.

Maybe we can avoid another town
catastrophe before it happens.

Laura Tabloski
Westfield

Father Hamersley
Thanked For His

Inspirational Words
I would like to take this opportunity to

thank Father Andrew Hammersley for
sharing his inspirational words with our
community. It has indeed been a diffi-
cult year and there are certainly times in
our lives when we have asked, “how
much can we bear?” I think many of us
feel comfort in his saying that possibly
God sometimes gives us more than we
can handle. Thank you for taking time
from your busy schedule to write and
share beyond your parish.

Patricia Webber
Westfield

Bagger And Kean Student Poll Worker Bill
Advances In New Jersey State Senate

TRENTON — Legislation spon-
sored by Senator Richard H. Bagger
and Assemblyman Thomas H. Kean,
Jr. that would enable 16- and 17-year-
olds to become election poll workers
cleared the Senate State Government
Committee on September 19.

Senator Bagger, R-21, noted that
the legislation, S-1366 and A-415,
was prompted both by a shortage of
election poll workers the past few
years and declining interest among
teenagers in the electoral process.

“This legislation would help in-
crease awareness and participation of
high school students in the electoral
process, while also creating another
avenue for our election officials to
increase the number of election work-
ers, which has been on the decline in

recent years,” said Senator Bagger.
Asm. Kean, Jr., R-21, said the leg-

islation would increase the number
of available poll workers to work
general and primary, as well as school
elections, while also piquing the in-
terest of high school students to get
involved in the electoral process.

Mr. Kean also noted that his bill
would help increase the pool of Board
of Education workers that has been
on the decline in recent years.

Under the legislation, adults affili-
ated with either the Republican or Demo-
cratic parties would be chosen for poll
workers’ slots first. Persons unaffiliated
with either of the two political parties
would fill remaining openings.

Sixteen- and 17-year-olds would
be considered unaffiliated under the
legislation and, as such, would never
constitute a majority of workers in a
polling place. In addition to being at
least 16 years of age, the legislation
would require poll workers to be
United States citizens and enrolled
in high school.

The legislation includes a number of
safeguards appropriate for younger poll
workers. Applicants would have to
submit a written statement signed by
their parents or guardians, giving them
permission to serve as poll workers.

Applicants would also be required
to get written permission from their
school in case poll worker training or
elections are held during school hours.

The legislation follows a bill spon-
sored by Asm. Kean and signed into
law by former Governor Donald T.
DiFrancesco last year, which ex-

tended the polling hours in New Jer-
sey by an extra hour. Polling places
now open at 6 a.m. In addition, that
legislation hiked workers’ pay to
$200. Compensation had been $75.

“Our electoral system goes to the
very heart of democracy. It is my belief
that anything we can do to increase the
number of Americans taking part in
the important process, especially
among our young people, should be
encouraged,” Asm. Kean added.

Mr. Kean said this measure would
be part of an ongoing effort to edu-
cate school-aged children on the elec-
toral process, so that more youth
exercise their right to vote upon reach-
ing their 18th birthday.

If enacted into law, New Jersey
would become the 11th state to per-
mit high school students to serve as
poll workers.

Answers to last week’s arcane
words.

1. Rodomontade – To boast or brag
2. Roboration – A strengthening
3. Glutition – The act of swallowing
4. Gnoff – A miser

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

YARAGE
1. A thrusting forward; a lunging
2. Formation of white frothy blisters

in the refining of sugar
3. An exclamation of despair or hope-

lessness
4. Manageability of a ship at sea

SEVUM
1. A midieval wind instrument similar

to the trombone
2. In botany, the second, or inner coat,

of an ovule
3. Fat, as used in the preparation of

ointments
4. A soluable poison formed in the

putrefaction of blood and other protein
matter

MACTATION
1. The killing of anything offered as a

sacrifice
2. The process of chewing and swal-

lowing
3. Characterized by long, sharp teeth
4. Marked with or constituting spots

or stains
CRAPULENCE

1. Uselessness; of little or no value
2. State of exaustion; worn out
3. Sickness caused by overindulgence

in food or drink
4. Untidiness; filth

Munoz Comments On
Torricelli Withdrawal
“Senator Torricelli has made a per-

sonal decision to drop his reelection bid.
I believe it was the right decision consid-
ering the poor judgement he has exhib-
ited in making choices while serving as
a United States Senator from New Jer-
sey. The law is crystal clear. Candidates
cannot have their names removed from
the ballot at this late date.

If the ballots are printed, how will the
Democrats justify spending additional
taxpayer dollars for this election during
this ‘tough’ budget year?”

Assemblyman Eric Munoz, M.D.
Summit

New Jersey Politics: Seldom A Dull Moment
With Surprises Such As Senator Torricelli

New Jersey politics, once again, has spun itself into a
tumult with Senator Robert Torricelli withdrawing from
the race for reelection at the last minute. According to
state law, a new candidate cannot be named within 51
days of an election. That means September 16 was the
last day for this to be possible this year. The ballots have
been printed, and many absentee ballots have been sent
out. Some have even been returned. There’s no time to
change all this. It’s a mess for the voters.

Whether the Democrats succeeded or not in naming
former Senator Frank Lautenberg as a replacement by
appealing to the State Supreme Court to overturn the law,
the situation is a disgrace. Just the thought by those in
power that the law can be changed after the fact is eerie
– particularly after all the sanctimonious rhetoric being
fed to the public about “the rule of law.”

The best election tactic for the Democrats might have
been not to name anyone — just leave Torricelli’s name
on the ballot. Then, if he wins, Governor McGreevey
picks the Senator of his choice. If he loses, there is some
honor left in the process.

Strange things can happen. In Missouri in the last
Senatorial election, the deceased governor won the elec-
tion against then GOP candidate John Ashcroft. Mr.
Ashcroft is now Attorney General of the United States.

It’s hard to say exactly why Senator Torricelli threw in
the towel. He said it’s because he came to know that he
couldn’t win – that he didn’t want to hand over the seat
to the Republicans. In our view, that’s about the worst
excuse we can think of. But, there must be more to it than
that, given all the ethics investigations. In any case, the
politicians in both parties must work past this.

The situation can be likened to the withdrawal from the

GOP primary at the last minute in April of 2001 by then
Acting Governor Donald T. DiFrancesco of Scotch Plains.
His opponent, Bret Schundler cried foul as a replacement
for Mr. DiFrancesco was named. It seemed that the time
had passed then for a replacement to be named. But, a
technicality made it possible. GOP party soldier Bob
Franks tried to carry the banner, but to no avail. This
improbable scenario created an impossible task for Mr.
Franks.

Ultimately, the state GOP suffered heavily at their top
leadership level. This also opened a wide door for
Democrat James McGreevey to walk in as Governor.
Interestingly, both parties spurned GOP candidate Bret
Schundler.

There could be some winners out of this situation.
Third party candidate, Ted Glick said, “I’m glad Torricelli
quit because I never liked him in any way or on any level.
I’m glad he’s not going to be New Jersey’s Senator. In that
the Democrats are in disarray, we’re intensifying our
efforts in the campaign.” Mr. Glick didn’t claim that he
would win. He thinks that this will help his Green Party,
and give the voters more of a choice in the future. He says
he’s “Super Clean.”

It’s not fun for us in New Jersey to be the brunt of many
jokes and featured in a TV series. Sure, I guess we bring some
of it on ourselves. But, it’s not the total story of our state.

We urge voters and residents of this area to recognize
that we have many outstanding candidates running for
public office this year from both parties. We have many
fine public servants already in office. Seek them out, talk
to them and support the candidate of your choice.

By voting, you can rid the system of pollsters, curtail
political skullduggery and recapture democracy.
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Lautenberg?


