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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

THE WEEK IN SPORTS
See it all in color at!
www.goleader.com
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 Pages 11-16

Donate Your Car
American Red Cross
Westfield / Mountainside Chapter
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Tax Deductible  •  Free Towing
Any Make / Any Model  •  Cars Trucks & Vans

*Some restrictions apply. Advertising supplied by SAS

817 Jerusalem Rd., Scotch Plains
Plumbing, Heating & Cooling

McDowells

908-233-8139
817 Jerusalem Rd., Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
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DEVILS BENDER, SHARPE & STELLAR, GL’S TURTURIELLO WIN TITLES

Kent Place Edges Blue Devils, Highlanders
For Union County Tennis Championship

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The toting had to be done after all
the final matches were completed in
Plainfield on September 30 before
anybody would know who won the
Union County High School girls ten-
nis championship. After the math
was completed, Kent Place (KP),
with 80 points, seized the crown
from Westfield, with 76 points, and
Governor Livingston (GL) with 64
points. Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF)
finished seventh with 15 and Union
Catholic (UC) placed eighth with 8.

In the finals, the Blue Devils had

representatives in four of the five
slots and came out with two win-
ners – freshman Jessica Bender
(third singles) and second doubles
players, senior Emily Sharpe and
junior Lauren Stellar. GL’s Kristen
Turturiello, seeded first at first
singles, had quite a battle but
outlasted explosive freshman
Amanda Barletta (KP), 7-6 (7-3),
6-4.

Turturiello retired Val Zlotsky of
Dayton (D), 6-1, 3-0, in the first
round and topped Monika Young of
Plainfield (P), 6-1, 6-3, to advance to
the semis where she beat Jaya Varma
of New Providence (NP), 6-1, 6-1.

Last year, Turturiello, an under-
dog seeded fourth at first singles, lost
in the championships to Erin Arnold
of Summit. Before her finals match,
noting the difference between the
underdog and the top dog, she said,
“It feels the same. I just have to
remain calm. Once I start getting
nervous, who knows what is going to
happen?”

After outlasting Barletta,
Turturiello said, “She’s an awesome
player and it’s weird because we are
friends. I knew that I had to keep the
ball deep because anything short,

she will put it away.”
As to her previous UCT experi-

ence, she said, “I think last year
helped me out a lot, playing Erin
Arnold.”

Seeded first, Bender rolled over
Gati Dalal of Roselle Park (RP), 6-2,
6-1 in the first round. Next, she
stopped Ashley Amalfie of Johnson
(J), 7-5, 6-1, to advance to the semis
where she topped Allie Solomon
(KP), 7-6 (7-0), 3-6, 6-0.

Bender, who has been playing
tennis for eight years and taking
private lessons, seemed quite com-
posed after her semis match. “I
have to play smart. My strongest
part is my ground strokes. I believe
I am a good player and they will
have to deal with that.”

In the finals, Bender dealt with
Sabrina Govindarajan (GL) and
won, 6-3, 6-2. Govindarajan beat
Jamie Segal (R), Natalie Puorro
(NP) and Emily Moore (Summit)
to reach the finals.

“I was happy how I played and

felt relaxed,” said Bender after
her victory.

At first doubles, second seeded,
Blue Devils Katherine Kielar and
Michelle Morawski defeated Melissa
Billines and Samantha Curvin (U), 6-
1, 6-0, in the opening round and topped
Laura Strasle and Alex Bernstein (RP),
6-0, 6-3, to reach the semis where
they beat Highlanders Katie Freda
and Connie Souder, 6-3, 6-3. In the
finals, Kielar and Morawski fell to
top-seeded Tracy Chung and
Jacqueline (KP), 6-1, 6-2.

Blue Devil Ali Bennett (second
singles), seeded seventh, had a won-
derful tournament and shocked many,
reaching the finals. Previously, she
stopped Jonah Hatulah of Linden in
the first round then knocked off High-
lander Stephanie Rude, 6-4, 6-3.
Bennett retired Natalie Pregibon of
Oak Knoll (OK), 6-4, 3-1, to reach
the finals.

After her match with Pregibon,
Bennett, who won the UCT last year

ADAMS SCORES 2 TDS, BLACKMON GRABS 44-YD TD PASS

Raiders Top Blue Devils, 13-10;
Find Grid ‘Offensive Identity’

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One thing for sure, every time the
Westfield High School and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School foot-
ball teams go helmet to helmet, the
outcome is definitely up for grabs.

In 2000 and 2001, the Raiders had
one of the most impressive offensive
punches in the state, but were defeated
by the Blue Devils both times. This
year, the Blue Devils’ offense clicked
in its victories over Randolph and
Cranford while the Raiders seemed to
be searching for an offensive identity,
but the Raiders found enough offen-
sive identity at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on September 28 to take
home a 13-10 victory.

The Raiders had nearly all of their
success on the ground as they churned
off 177 yards on 48 carries. Quarter-
back Mike Walker completed only
one of his six pass attempts, a four-
yard flick to fullback Travis Boff,
and was intercepted once by Blue
Devil tackle Mike Finne.

As to offensive identity, “I think
we did a little bit,” answered Raider
Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli. “We
felt that we could run the ball ad-
equately. Our offensive line got off
the ball. Today they came of age.”

Senior halfback Kyle Adams rushed
for 103 yards on 27 carries and scored
both Raider touchdowns (TD) with a
run of 15 yards late in the second
quarter and a plunge of three yards
with 18 seconds remaining in the third
quarter. Kyle Baker rushed 30 yards on
nine carries, Walker carried six times
for 25 yards, Boff ran 10 yards on four
carries, Rowland Adeyemo carried
once for three yards and Matt Powers

rushed once for six yards.
“We did a great job today on of-

fense but I don’t think we are where
we ought to be yet. Our offensive line
opened up the big holes. Running
backs and receivers were blocking.
That’s what we needed to get our
offensive identity,” added Adams.

“They started establishing the run.
It wasn’t anything fancy. They used
a handful of plays over and over. One
thing to their credit, when they elimi-
nated the mistakes, they were able to

get the first downs,” said Westfield
Head Coach Ed Tranchina. “Adams
is a great high school back. If you
give him the ball enough times, you
get tired tackling him. He is a power-
ful kid.”

The Raiders’ “Wild Dog” defense,
which already had a fine identity,
became even more visible by limit-
ing the Blue Devils to 29 rushing
yards and 11 passing yards prior to
their final drive. Boff and Adeyemo
led the Raiders in tackles with nine
and eight, respectively, and Josh Liss
had five tackles. Boff had a key inter-

HUBBARD HITS NET, CONNORS SHINES ON GOAL

Blue Devil Soccer Girls Burn
Kearny Lady Kardinals, 1-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A determined and talented
Westfield High School girl’s soccer
team claimed an impressive 1-0 vic-
tory over Kearny on September 25 in
Westfield. Blue Devil keeper Megan
Connors recorded 12 saves and
earned her third shutout of the sea-
son and junior halfback Carrie
Hubbard netted the game’s only goal.

The Westfield offensive game plan
worked well, as they moved and
switched the ball from one side of the
field to the other side effectively.
Quick give and go’s through the
middle and moving the ball to the
flanks was the order of the game as
Kearny displayed their weakness on
coverage early on.

“In the beginning, I thought we did
really well,” said Head Coach Pete

Giordano. “The first 30 minutes, we
were moving the ball. We were con-
trolling it and we weren’t letting
them out of their end. We kind of
went into a little bit of a lull in the
second half. We got mainly into their
game, which was basically, just kick
and run. We got out of our game, and
that hurt us.”

After a scoreless first half, assistant
coach Peter McClallis said, “Yes, we
had our chances, but finishing, we
didn’t finish. We need to keep the
outside wide while trying to touch the
ball as little as possible. We need to let
the ball do its work and stop dribbling
so much. We started off the game
doing really well, playing the feet, but
then we got into a little kicking game
with them. We have to regroup and
start playing the feet again.”

Hubbard, scored off an assist by
sophomore forward Danielle Fried 15
minutes into in the second half.
Hubbard ran up the left side, joined by
forward Susan Williams and Fried up
the middle. Hubbard crossed to Fried
who had made her way to the box,
then chipped the ball back to Hubbard
who torched the net for the score.

“It started with Dannie, Susan and
myself, passing the ball around in a
triangle,” said Hubbard. “I got the
ball from Dannie, then took the shot,
and it just happened to go right over

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SERVING A SHUTOUT…Blue Devil goalkeeper Megan Connors makes an-
other save, one of 12 in a game, and earned her third shutout of the season.
Westfield impressed with a 1-0 victory over the Kearny Kardinals. CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Blue Devil Ali Bennett (Second Place at Second Singles)

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
Kristen Turturiello (UCT Champ)

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
HEADING OUTSIDE...Blue Devil
halfback Mike DeFazio cuts left.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHURNING UP THE BIG YARDAGE...Raider halfback Kyle Adams, No. 24, cuts left for a big gain against the Blue
Devils at Kehler Stadium. Adams gained 103 yards and scored two touchdowns.

October 7, 2002 is the last day for voter registration.
Please register at the Town Clerk’s Office.

Paid for by Betancourt for Council Committee, Jay MacDonald Treasurer, 219 Linden Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

E-Mail: f.fryer@worldnet.
att.net 

Website: www.5pillars.
com/820757500 

Certified Trainer 
Affordable Rates 
In-Home and Facility Settings 
Wellness Technologies Consultant 

Phone: (908) 389-1091 

Groups of Four and Pairs Sessions  

Workout with Friends or Mate 

At Reduced Cost! 

Fit One Training—Wattabodi Workouts Inc 
Dedicated to the establishment 
of positive, achievable, fitness 
plans and goals  for the busy 
baby-boomers of today! 


