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Attorney Found
Guilty of Theft

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

On October 29, a jury found
Westfield attorney Anthony
Mahoney guilty on two counts
of theft by failure to make dispo-
sition, two counts of misappro-
priation and two counts of forg-
ery.

In early 2001, Mahoney re-
ceived a $75,000 check made
out to Barbara and Clark Ferry
and Mahoney and Mahoney.
Mahoney was supposed to re-
ceive $25,000 for his services
and the rest was to go to the
Ferrys.

The check was an insurance
settlement in for the death of the
Ferry’s son, who was hit by a
truck while crossing Route 9 in
Marlboro in 1998.

Mahoney forged the Ferry’s
signatures, deposited the check
into his attorney trust account
and spent the money, according
to Union County Assistant Pros-
ecutor Ann Luvera.

Ms. Luvera said that the
Prosecutor’s Office executed a

MS School Board
Ends Construction
Contract With Ciro

By JENNIFER PINTO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Mountainside Board of
Education held a special meet-
ing on Monday, November 4,
passing a resolution to terminate
the contract between the Board
of Education and Ciro Randazzo
Builders, Inc. with regard to con-
struction at both Deerfield and
Beechwood Schools.

The resolution issued by Chief
School Administrator, Dr. Gerard
Schaller states:

“Whereas, the Board Archi-
tect has advised the Board of
Education that sufficient cause
exists to terminate the contract
between the Board of Education
and Ciro Randazzo Builders, Inc.
pursuant to Article 14.2.2 of the
contract and

Whereas, the Board of Educa-
tion has determined to accept the
recommendation of the Board
Architect;

Now, Therefore, be it Resolved,
that the Board of Education di-
rects the Attorney to prepare on
its behalf and deliver to Ciro
Randazzo, Inc., and its surety
company, a notice terminating
the contract between the Board
of Education and Ciro Randazzo
Builders, Inc., effective seven
days following delivery of said
notice;

Be It Further Resolved, that
the Board of Education directs
the Board Attorney, the Board
Architect and the Superintendent
to take such steps as are appro-
priate and necessary to cause the
surety company to honor its ob-
ligations pursuant to the board
which it has issued, and effect
the completion of the construc-
tion project to the extent required
by the bond and to the full extent
required law;

Be it Further Resolved, that
the actions authorized here in
above are without prejudice to
such rights and remedies that the
Board of Education may have
under its contract with Ciro
Randazzo Builders, Inc., under
the terms of the surety bond
which has been posted, and un-
der law, in order to protect the
interests of the Board of Educa-
tion and of the public which it
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By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Incomplete returns late Tuesday
night indicated that Union County
Democrats would retain their unani-
mous 9-0 majority on the county
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

Democratic incumbents Nicholas
Scutari, Angel Estrada and Rick Proc-
tor easily defeated Republicans Joel
Whitaker of Fanwood, Anira
Clericuzio and Elyse Bochicchio-

Medved.
With all but three of the county’s

21 municipalities reporting, Mr.
Scutari had received 49,833 votes in
his bid for a third term. Mr. Proctor,
who was appointed earlier this year
to complete the term of Linda Stender
when she joined the State Assembly,
received 47,845 votes in his attempt
to win a full three-year term. Mr.
Estrada won a second term, receiv-
ing 47,290 votes.

Mr. Whitaker, a member of the
Fanwood Borough Council, received
37,348 votes while Ms. Clericuzio
received 36,346 votes and Ms.
Medved received 35,879 votes.

As of late Tuesday night, results
for Clark, Westfield and Hillside were
incomplete.

The three winners will be sworn
into new three-year terms at the Free-
holders’ reorganization meeting early
in 2003.

By ELIZABETH CORRELL and
JENNIFER PINTO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Republican incumbent Mike
Ferguson swept his reelection for the
Seventh Congressional District
against Democratic opponent Tim
Carden by 30,619 votes 57.98 per-
cent to 40.90 percent.

According to unofficial results,
Congressman Ferguson also won
Westfield, 5,510 votes to Mr.
Carden’s 4,947 votes. In
Mountainside, Congressman
Ferguson practically doubled Mr.
Carden’s vote count; the unofficial
results are Congressman Ferguson,
1,596 votes, to Mr. Carden’s, 804
votes.

Congressman Ferguson’s election
party, held at the Somerset Marriott,
was filled with a constant air of con-
fidence. About 100 supporters were
enjoying themselves and waiting for
the Congressman to announce his
victory.

At around 10 p.m., Congressman
Ferguson and his family made a pub-
lic appearance. He thanked all of his
supporters, including his family, Fi-
nancial Chairman Mike Helmer,
Campaign Manager Chris Obudho,

his Congressional staff, campaign
volunteers and President George W.
Bush.

“About 10 minutes ago, I took a
call from Tim Carden…I thanked
him and he congratulated us on our
victory,” stated Congressman
Ferguson.

Congressman Ferguson stated that
“more work needs to be done” in
regards to boosting the economy,
working on prescription drug ben-
efits, and strengthening the principle
and values of communities and fami-
lies.

Addressing the public, Congress-
man Ferguson stated, “I am honored
and humbled by your confidence.”

Congressman Ferguson’s Press
Secretary, Bailey Wood, stated, “We
campaigned for the last four days,
we spoke to thousands of people and
it paid off.”

Mr. Wood also stated, “the con-
gressman was very proud that we ran
a very positive campaign.”

“We ran a campaign on the issues,
discussing homeland security and

making sure seniors are protected
with social security and prescription
drugs,” said Mr. Wood.

Campaign Manager, Mr. Obudho,
said, “this has been great; we knew
the Congressman’s message was go-
ing to resonate…we spent the last
four days meeting people in Union,
Middlesex, Hunterdon and in
Somerset Counties…the people
spoke and they re-elected Ferguson.”

At the Sheraton in Woodbridge,
Mr. Carden gracefully accepted de-
feat at the election party held in his
honor.

While waiting for the poll results
to come in, there was an upbeat
atmosphere in the room among
Carden supporters. A television al-
lowed the approximately 60 people
in attendance to listen to updates.
Mr. Carden, arriving at 8:45 p.m.,
was greeted with hugs and hand-
shakes from those present. He re-
turned to the meeting room at 9:50
p.m. amongst applause and shouts of
support.

Democrats Defeat GOP to Retain
Control of County Freeholder Bd.
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Ferguson Defeats Tim Carden
For Seventh Congressional Seat
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Republicans Upset Dems,
Regain Control of Council

By LAUREN S. PASS
 and ELAINE VUONO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

“Westfield has spoken, and they
have spoken Republican…Here’s the
future of Westfield and we’re mov-
ing forward,” Republican Commit-
tee Chairman Jon Bramnick shouted
to the exuberant crowd gathered at
Sweet Waters in downtown Westfield
Tuesday night.

Republicans won the mayoral race,
as well as the First, Second and Third
wards, causing the Democrats to lose
control of the council just one year
after taking the majority for the first
time in Westfield’s history.

Despite obvious disappointment,
the heartfelt and sometimes emo-
tional remarks of the Democratic
candidates reflected gratitude for
those who supported them and opti-
mism for the future of the Demo-
cratic Party in Westfield.

With voter turnout at over 50 per-
cent, Mayor Gregory McDermott
won reelection in a landslide victory,

with 6,038 votes to Thomas Fuccillo’s
4,379.

Mayor McDermott said that the
Republicans got the message out that
“we wanted to send.” He said they
“stayed with the game plan,” adding
that, “gentlemen will win.”

Mr. Fuccillo said, “it was really a
powerfully moving experience to run
for mayor.” He added that, “we talked
about a lot of important issues in this
town…taxes…public safety and the
condition of our streets and our parks
(and) I can promise you that I will
continue to work for those issues…I
think it’s important; I think we have
a great message.”

The First Ward election was a close
race between the two non-incum-
bent candidates. Sal Caruana came
out on top, with 1,494, to Mark
Kuehn’s 1,330 votes.

Councilman-elect Caruana said
that, “Greg (McDermott) gave me a
lot of confidence.” He also said that,
“they (Democrats) had lawn
signs…we had Halloween!” Mr.

Caruana commented that he “looks
forward to three great years.”

Democrat Mark Kuehn stated that
while the loss was a “disappoint-
ment,” running for council in itself
had been a “great experience.” He
described Westfield as an “awesome
town,” adding that the people he met
in the First Ward were wonderful.

Incumbent Councilman Rafael
Betancourt won the Second Ward
over David Owens by a margin of 99
votes. No Democrat has ever held a
council seat in the Second Ward.

Councilman Betancourt promised
that he will no longer be speaking
about “the process, because now we
have the process.” He added that this
election was about “ethics” and that
elected officials have to “protect the
process” because the “people of
Westfield have entrusted us with it.”

Mr. Owens proclaimed that he had
a great time campaigning and “re-
ally did enjoy the race and will carry
on.” He further stated that, “I am a
grass roots guy...and will keep doing
what I have done and hope that will
keep us going, not just as Democrats,
but as Westfielders.”

Stressing the importance of all
community involvement, Mr. Owens
added, “It’s not just what happens on
Town Council; it’s what happens
outside of Town Council, on the other
side of the desk.”

In the biggest upset of the evening,
newcomer Republican Andrew
Skibitsky won the Third Ward over
incumbent Democrat Claire
Lazarowitz, with a margin of 277
votes.

Councilman-elect Skibitsky
thanked his wife and family for al-
lowing him to run for office. He
added he is “excited about serving

        Jennifer Pinto for The Westfield Leader
TWO MORE YEARS…Congressman Mike Ferguson cheers with the crowd of
supporters at Tuesday’s election victory party held at the Somerset Marriott.

   Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
FRESH FACES…First Ward Councilman-elect Sal Caruana, left, and Third
Ward Councilman-elect Andrew Skibitsky celebrated their victory Tuesday
night at Sweet Waters in Westfield. Both Republicans will be sworn in on New
Years Day at the Council’s reorganizational meeting.

   Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
AND THE NUMBERS KEEP ROLLING IN…Second Ward Republican Coun-
cilman Rafael Betancourt, right, and Republican Mayor Gregory McDermott
watch the screen at Sweet Waters with anticipation and excitement as the
returns for the second ward were reported.

   Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
BITTERSWEET…Above, Third Ward Democratic Councilwoman Claire
Lazarowitz, right, embraces First Ward Democratic Council candidate Mark
Kuehn after finding out that they lost the election. Below, Fourth Ward
Democratic Councilman Lawrence Goldman gives his victory speech at Mary
Ruotolo’s house upon re-election.
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Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23
• The owner of a New Street business

reported that his establishment was forc-
ibly entered unlawfully. However, noth-
ing was discovered missing as a result of
the incident.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24
• Darrell Brown, 29, of Cranford was

arrested on Kimball Avenue on charges
of burglary to a residence, burglary to a
motor vehicle and theft of an automo-
bile. He is suspected of having broken
into a Topping Hill Road home and
stealing a car there, police said. Brown
was being held in lieu of $75,000 bail.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 29
• Brook Asmare, 25, of Piscataway

was arrested at Grove Street and Summit
Avenue following a motor vehicle stop
and charged with possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance in a motor
vehicle. He was released on his own
recognizance.

• Richard L. Young, 55, of Bound
Brook was arrested and charged with
theft of services at an Elm Street restau-
rant. He was released on his own recog-
nizance with a summons on the Westfield
charge, but turned over to Green Brook
authorities on a $400 contempt of court
warrant.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1
• Marybeth Caggiano, 36, of Stirling

was arrested at Boynton Avenue by Pearl
Street and charged with driving while
intoxicated. She was released on her
own recognizance.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2
• A resident of Summit Avenue re-

ported someone threw eggs and other
food items against his house.

In a separate incident that occurred
the same day, a Genesee Trail resident
reported damage to his home siding after
it was struck by thrown eggs and paintballs.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3
• As a result of a one-car motor ve-

hicle accident at Central and Roger Av-

enues, Jonathan Sclafani, 22, of Cranford
was charged with driving while intoxi-
cated. He was released on his own recog-
nizance after being released from Over-
look Hospital in Summit.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 4
• Jennifer K. Wilds, 34, of Westfield

was arrested and charged with driving
under the influence of an alcoholic bever-
age in the 1100 block of South Avenue.
She was released on her own recogni-
zance.

• Kenneth S. Salmon, 36, of
Westfield was arrested and charged with
possession of a controlled dangerous
substance, identified by police as sus-
pected cocaine, on Forest Avenue. He
was released on his own recognizance
with a summons.

• A Cumberland Street resident re-
ported that an unknown person cut the
television cable to his home.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5
• A Coleman Place resident reported

that someone poured a gallon of white
paint in the driveway.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MS School Bd.

Andrew Hayden Begins
Law Studies in Calif.
WESTFIELD – Southwestern Uni-

versity School of Law in Los Ange-
les, Calif. has revealed that Andrew
Hayden, the son of Mr. and Mrs.
George Hayden of Westfield, has
begun studies.

Mr. Hayden is enrolled in the
school’s day program, a three-year
course of study, which leads to the
Juris Doctor degree.

While earning his Bachelor of
Arts Degree in Psychology at
Lafayette College in Easton, Pa.,
Mr. Hayden was a member of Phi
Alpha Theta and the college’s
Dean’s List.

Four Township Teenagers
Sentenced For Sex Assault

Surrounded by family and friends,
Mr. Carden delivered an enthusias-
tic concession speech, thanking sup-
porters and looking towards the fu-
ture. He began speaking and then
removed himself from the booming
microphone, to address his audi-
ence in a more personal tone. Remi-
niscing about the start of his cam-
paign, he noted: “Ten months ago,
there was me and a cell phone and a
wild idea.”

Mr. Carden began his speech with
the statement, “I have absolutely no
regrets,” and went on to assure his
supporters that he believed that “this
resounding loss is no reflection of
the success of all we’ve done.”

Having spoken with Congressman
Ferguson, Mr. Carden stated that he
“did not tell him that he was the
greatest Congressman ever,” because
Mr. Carden “believes he is a product
of a system that thrives when citi-
zens are the least informed and de-
pends on money and influence.” He

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

 Michael Ferguson Captures
SeventhCongressional Seat
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Mahoney
search warrant to search Mahoney’s
office in December. She added that
nine days after the search Mahoney
paid the Ferrys, 11 months after the
check was deposited.

Mahoney, who has no prior record,
will be sentenced on Friday, Janu-
ary 31, 2003.

Mahoney was represented by At-
torney John Fahey and his brother
Dennis Mahoney.

Mahoney’s license to practice law
was suspended temporarily by the
Office of Attorney Ethics.

Surf The Leader at
www.goleader.com!

assured the crowd: “We will inject
new life into that system,” inferring
that he intends to pursue office again
in the future.

Looking back at the campaign, he
reflected: “This is the most impor-
tant venture I’ve done in my life,
and that’s why I have no regrets.”
Mr. Carden referred to his support-
ers as an “incredible set of friends
and relationships” and thanked them
for their “commitment to this pro-
cess.”

Mr. Carden also spoke of the fu-
ture when speaking of his 12-year-
old son, Charlie, who stood proudly
with his father on the podium: “What
we do now and in the next 10 years is
more important for Charlie Carden’s
generation than for us. I want his
future to be rich, open, free of con-
straints and abundant of opportu-
nity.” When Charlie missed an op-
portunity to be on camera with his
father, Mr. Carden reassured him:
“Sorry, next time, when we win.”

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- On October
28, four of the five Scotch Plains
teenagers who were prosecuted for
the sexual assault and kidnapping
of a 13 year-old Fanwood resident,
were sentenced by Superior Court
Judge John Malone.

The incidents occurred on Janu-
ary 2 when the girl was taken from
Park Middle School to a nearby
wooded area and assaulted.

The four teenagers were sen-
tenced as adults and they will
receive prison terms ranging
from 5 to 10 years. Each will
have to serve a minimum of 85
percent of their sentence because
of the violent  nature of  the
crime.

A fifth teen, who was 14 at the
time of the incident, pled guilty to
acts of juvenile delinquency and
will be sentenced in family court,
according to a press release from

the Union County Prosecutor’s of-
fice.

Earlier this year 17-year-old,
Mark Russell and 16-year-old
Jesus Gonzalez pled guilty, ad-
mitting to forcing the victim to
perform oral sex, and to restrain-
ing the girl while others molested
her.

Gonzalez also admitted to a count
of sexual assault because he followed
the girl inside the school after the
group attack and forced her to per-
form oral sex.

Manuel Batista and Bryan
Soriano, both 16 years old at the
time of the offense, pled guilty to
first-degree aggravated sexual as-
sault.

According to the press release,
Union County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow praised the Scotch
Plains detectives for “their efforts
in gathering the detailed evidence
against the five male high school
student.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Republicans Upset Democrats;
Regain Control of WF Council

DIGGIN’ TAMAQUES…With spring on their minds, several Tamaques El-
ementary School mothers spent a recent morning planting hundreds of flower
bulbs that will bloom beginning in the late winter. These mothers are part of the
school’s Beautification Committee, which works throughout the year to help
maintain and enhance the school grounds.

Musical Club Reports Start
Of Season and Appointments

WESTFIELD — The Musical
Club of Westfield has announced the
beginning of its 87th season.

The members of the board for 2002-
2003 are: Beverly Thomson-Shea,
President; Audrey Feathers, Vice
President; William Belcher, Record-
ing Secretary; Jenny Cline, Assistant
Recording Secretary; Barbara
Krause, Corresponding Secretary;
Marie-Daniele Mercier, Operating
Treasurer; Audrey Feathers, Schol-
arship Treasurer; and Rosemary

Bauer and Mary Beth McFall, Mem-
bers-At-Large.

The next auditions for active mem-
bership will be held on the morning
of Wednesday, February 5, 2003.
Two selections from varying periods
should be prepared by memory: one
from the Baroque through Classical
periods, and the other from the Ro-
mantic or 20th century periods.

For further information, please
contact the club’s membership chair-
person at (908) 232-2173.

     Jennifer Pinto for The Westfield Leader
GOP WINNER…Republican Incumbent Mike Ferguson, representing the
Seventh Congressional District, celebrates his victory with his wife Maureen,
pictured left, and with all of his supporters during his election party.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

     Elizabeth Correll for The Westfield Leader
FAMILY AFFAIR…Tim Carden poses with his son Charlie after conceding the
Congressional race to Mike Ferguson on Tuesday night.

   Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
JUMP FOR JOY...First Ward Republican Councilman-elect Sal Caruana, left,
and his wife Darleen, right, raise their glasses and celebrate upon learning of his
win for the council seat.

serves.”
Dr. Schaller told The Westfield

Leader that “the contractor was
not carrying through” and reiter-
ated that they are appealing to the
bonding company.

“We gave this contractor every
opportunity…we didn’t want to do
this but we had no choice,” stated
Board President Richard Kress.

“Were hoping the bond company
steps in and completes the job,”
said Mr. Kress.

However, when The Leader asked
how likely would it be that the
bond company would step forward,
Mr. Kress stated that it would be
“unlikely, assuming the bonding
company doesn’t come forward…it
might push the (construction) pro-
cess back another two months. Mr.
Kress said that they would need to
layout new specifications as well
as re-bid the projects.

The next public Board of Educa-
tion meeting will be held on Tues-
day, November 12, at 8 p.m.

with everyone” and that he will “serve
you (the residents of Westfield) well
the next three years.”

Councilwoman Lazarowitz, who
was recently the target of controver-
sial Republican accusations that she
violated a town ordinance pertaining
to campaigning, praised her running
mates, stating they are “great candi-
dates and great people.” She further
stated that sitting on the council has
been an “amazing experience.”

In light of her defeat, she expressed
concern for residents in her ward,
stating that, “we can not forget the
people who have less than we do…we
all have to come together and sup-
port these people…we all have to be
their voices.”

While distressed over the recent
allegations made against her, she
declared in an inspiring speech to her

fellow Democrats that, “if we’re
strong and we stay on focus…with
that aim of doing right and doing
good, we will remain and we will
come back as a majority…we just
have to stick together.”

Democratic Councilman Lawrence
Goldman won election to his fourth
term on the council, with 1,431 votes
over Republican challenger Christo-
pher Panagos, who received 1,203
votes.

Councilman Goldman praised all
of his running mates and also thanked
Democratic Committee Chairman
Kenneth Rotter for his hard work
rallying the party. He stated that,
“we have a vibrant organization in
Westfield and we have you to thank
for it.” He avowed that “the tide will
turn and it will be our year again.”

Mr. Panagos thanked his father, a
former councilman, for being his
inspiration and said that, “the only
people disappointed should be the
residents of the Fourth Ward.”

Vice Chairwoman of Campaigns
for the Westfield Republican Com-
mittee, Michele Albano, said that,
“we want to thank the people of
Westfield who appreciate leaders who
are ethical and conduct themselves
with dignity.”

The vote tallies include absentee
ballots but are unofficial from the
Westfield Town Clerk’s office.

All of the newly elected council-
men and the mayor will be sworn
into office on New Year’s Day.


