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               Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
CALL TO DUTY CONTINUES…The first class of probationary firefighters hired after the September 11 terrorist
attacks graduated on December 31, 2001. Among the new Probie Class of 309 was Westfield resident Charles Sullivan’s
nephew Robert Werneken. Firefighter Werneken graduated third in his class, and has been assigned to Engine Company
No. 28 in Lower Manhattan. Mr. Sullivan is a retired New York City Police Officer, formerly assigned to Patrol Borough
Manhattan South. Pictured, left to right, are: Tom Hammerton, a New York City firefighter from Midtown Manhattan,
Mr. Werneken and Mr. Sullivan.

Happy Easter and PassoverHappy Easter and PassoverHappy Easter and PassoverHappy Easter and PassoverHappy Easter and Passover

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
EGG-CELLENT FIND…During an Easter Egg Hunt in Westfield five years
ago, this youngster discovered an orange egg that would make the collection in
her basket complete.
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Westfielder Donnell Carr Receives
‘Unsung Hero’ Award from NAACP

Donnell Carr, a resident of
Westfield was honored Friday, March
15 at the Annual Freedom Fund Ban-
quet held by the Roselle Branch of
the National Association For The
Advancement Of Colored People,
(NAACP).

Donnell Carr is a native Tennes-
sean, raised in Silver Point and Nash-
ville and educated in Nashville’s
Public Schools.

He graduated from Tennessee State
University with a degree in Electri-
cal Engineering and entered the
United States Air Force after his com-
missioning through the Reserve Of-
fice Training Corps as a Second Lieu-
tenant.

After four and one half years of
duty (and a final rank of Captain) he
left the Air Force and entered Oxford
University in England where he
earned his diploma in Plasma Phys-
ics.

After leaving Oxford, he began
work for the General Electric Com-
pany as a principal design engineer.
Ending several years with General
Electric in a variety of position and

assignments, he was employed by
the Celanese Corp. as a Senior Elec-
trical Project engineer and Construc-

tion Superintendent.
Donnell has been actively involved

with the town of Westfield since
moving there in 1981. He is a co-
founder of the Concerned African
American Parents (CAAP) an orga-
nization created to address the needs
of minority children in Westfield
schools and the community. Through
CAAP minority educational achieve-

ment was addressed and several im-
provements were realized, including
the reduction of “ability” groupings
and “tracking”, and the repealing of
certain segregation rules that had
resulted in the busing of children
from one predominantly minority
community to five of six Westfield
Elementary Schools. This practice
had effectively destroyed the con-
cept of the neighborhood school for
the affected minority children and
negatively impacting their socializa-
tion skills and their academic perfor-
mance.

Donnell is First Vice President of
the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Asso-
ciation of Westfield, an organization
dedicated to the high moral principals
and teachings of Dr. King. He cur-
rently co-chairs the annual commemo-
ration service, a program that honors
Dr. King’s memory and encourages,
through an essay, art and poetry con-
test, the children of Westfield’s public
and private schools to consider Dr.
King’s life and teachings.

Donnell is also a trustee of the

Donnell Carr

Rescue Squad Crew Describes
Service As Highly Rewarding

The Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad Saturday morning crew spends
a part of each weekend giving back
to the community, working from 8
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays covering
emergency medical calls in Westfield.

The crew consists of three Emer-
gency Medical Technicians (EMTs),
including Tara Behr, Lisa Sortino
and Dan Sullivan.

Miss Behr, a Westfield High School
senior and a member of the National
Honor Society, plans to pursue a
nursing degree at college in the fall.
She took the EMT course over the
summer in order to receive her certi-
fication.

“The squad has been a wonderful

experience for me. I love that I am
giving back to my community in a
truly meaningful way,” Miss Behr
remarked. “I also really enjoy work-
ing with my crew; I know that we are
there for one another and I have
learned so much from them,” she
added.

Ms. Sortino processes insurance
bills for a medical group and attends
Union County College part time, with
a goal of earning her degree as a
paramedic. An EMT for almost two

years, she is currently a Training
Sergeant on the rescue squad.

“Working on the rescue squad is
the absolute joy of my life; it was
something I have always wanted to
do. I take a lot of pride in doing this
job and I find it rewarding and grati-
fying,” she explained.

Mr. Sullivan is the group leader for
communications for Solaris Health
System. He is currently the Vice
President of the rescue squad and has

Similarities and Changes Revealed
In Study of School District Since ’76

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Taking a look back to 1952, the
entire Westfield High School was
housed in the Elm Street building
that is now occupied by the district’s
administrative offices.

In the 1970s, after the high school
moved to its current location, there
were graduating classes that exceeded
800 students.

The year 1976 doesn’t seem to be
all that different from 2002  eco-
nomically speaking. Inflation rates
were high, state aid was unknown
and taxes were about to skyrocket.

There was a fair amount of scuttle
about whether or not the Westfield
Public School budget would pass.
Residents had turned down previous
budgets and the school board had
obvious concerns that a 22-point tax
increase would be rejected by voters.

In 1976, the Westfield Board of

Education asked for $11.7 million
from voters, including $1.1 million
for reserves, because it didn’t know
what the state aid figure would be.
There was also a lot of discussion
and controversy over a hike in school
lunch costs, from 55 to 60 cents.

The average home was assessed at
$50,000, and this tax increase was
9.3 percent. It cost residents $2.77
per $100 of assessed value.

The board had closed a school and
reduced staff by 22 percent. One
board member even said that if the
voters overturned the budget, they
would just have to cut more staff.

The school board election was
highly contested; candidate support-
ers ran ads in the newspaper, listing
their names in endorsement. There
were six candidates for three open
seats, and one of the winners later
found her victory contested, but was
able to keep her seat.

Taxpayers complained that there
were too many teachers. But the
budget passed 57 percent to 43 per-
cent.

This was also at the dawn of the
Open Public Meetings Act. School
board meetings went from being held
in private in someone’s living room
to being public in the high school
cafeteria. The public then needed to
be advised and encouraged to attend.

Over all the years of the Westfield
school system, the student popula-
tion has risen and dropped. The board
has closed schools, built new schools,
torn down some schools, expanded
existing schools and leased out oth-
ers.

As an example, the Westfield Me-
morial Library now stands where an
elementary school once did. Lincoln
School is currently being leased.
Discussion is occurring about poten-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield Board of Education Passes
Final Budget Version With $55.9 Tally

By ROBERT COAKLEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The final version of the 2002-2003
school budget was passed at the spe-
cial budget meeting on March 21
with a unanimous vote of the six
board members present; three mem-
bers of the school board were absent
from the meeting.

While the new budget will result
in the largest tax increase in Westfield
history, the school board was confi-
dent they created the best budget
they could. Board member Richard
Solomon stated his feeling that some
people would think the board was
spending too much money, while
others would think they were not
spending enough.

The general public will vote on the
base budget of $55.9 million on April
16.

The total budget is $65.4 million.
This consists of the general fund of
$61.9 million, which is limited by a
cap set by the state; the debt service
of $2.3 million, not regulated by the
cap; $2.05 million for the fund bal-
ance, which covers emergencies; and
$1.1 million in federal projects. The
general fund reflects a 5.7 percent
increase over last year and the debt
service is a 38.6 percent increase.
The debt service, which includes the
elementary and high school construc-
tion projects, is an increase of 4 cents
per $100.

The total tax levy is $57.7 million,
and reflects an increase of 27 cents

per $100 of assessed home value.
According to the school board, the
average Westfield property is worth
$180,000. Thus the increase to the
homeowner will be $487 per year,
$41 a month, or $9.37 a week. School
Superintendent Dr. William Foley
pointed out that the increase is less

than the cost of cable television.
Dr. Foley explained the tax levy is

high since state aid is being frozen
for the first time in 25 years. State aid
is frozen for all school districts across
the state, with the exception of the 30
Abbott districts. Those districts are
part of a lawsuit stating they were

unfairly treated by the state school
financial system according to Dr.
Foley.

Another factor causing increase in
the school budget is the lack of rev-
enue from investments, since inter-
est rates are low, resulting in a total

Reeve Home Being Considered
For Town Museum and Offices

Jennifer Pinto for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Historical Society
has commenced studies, which will
hopefully lead to the creation of a
Town Museum in the former Reeve
home at 314 Mountain Avenue, ac-
cording to an announcement made at
the Society’s last meeting.

Giving an update, Society trustee
and former Mayor Garland “Bud”
Boothe said that the Long Range
Planning Committee, which he
chairs, had recently given a tour of
the building to the Town Council and
Town Property Com-
mittee. All members
agreed that the struc-
ture was in fine condi-
tion. Thereafter, the
two groups met to dis-
cuss a plan of action
for the future.

The Society ex-
plained to the council
members that they ex-
pected to and were
willing to incur all the
expenses involved in
converting the 100-
year-plus structure
from a residence into
a museum, and there-
after operating it as a
museum and as office
space. This would be
made possible through
a combination of its
own funds, grants and
donations that the so-
ciety would seek.

However, the Soci-
ety said it could not
pay the town anything
by way of rent for the
building. The group
asked for an indication

from the council before beginning
the spending of its own monies, the
town government was not opposed
to such an arrangement.

During a recent meeting, the coun-
cil indicated general agreement with
this approach, although both sides
understand that at this point the town
is not obligated to make the property
available, and the society is not com-
mitted, pending further study on its
part.

The Reeve brothers, Ralph and

Edgar, executed a deed to their home
since the early 1900’s to the Town of
Westfield in 1985 with the express
condition in the deed “that the prop-
erty conveyed shall be used for chari-
table, municipal or other public non-
profit uses and purposes” and further
“if the property...shall be used for
other than such purposes, then this
property shall be conveyed to the
Reeve Foundation, its successors and
assigns.”
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Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

By JENNIFER PINTO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
adopted the 2002-2003 school bud-
get during its regular public meeting
on March 21. The total budget is
$55.2 million and the voters will see
a tax levy of $47.8 million on the
ballot on Tuesday, April 16.

Residents of Scotch Plains are
looking at a 5.74 percent school tax
increase, while Fanwood residents
are looking at a 4.74 percent in-
crease.

For the owner of an average home
in Scotch Plains assessed at a value
of $117,000, the bond referendum
will increase taxes by $108 for the
year. The current expense for the
average homeowner is $246 a year.
If voters approve this year’s budget
the average homeowner will pay
$354 a year. That is 3.97 cents per
$100 of assessed value. This is an
8.28 percent increase from 2001.

The average assessed value of a
home in Fanwood is currently
$83,000, which means that the bond
referendum will increase taxes by
$159 for the year. The current ex-
pense for the average homeowner is
$175 a year. If approved by voters,
the average homeowner in Fanwood
will pay $334 a year. That is 4.85
cents per $100 of assessed value.
This is a 9.07 percent increase from
2001.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Carol Choye asked the board to ex-
plain to the public why Fanwood has
a harder impact from the bond refer-
endum.

Board member Craig Nowlin ex-
plained “that the reason for the dif-
ference is that Fanwood operates on
a calendar year as opposed to Scotch
Plains who operates on a school year,
thus Fanwood absorbs a total amount
of the budget at this point.”

President Donald Sheldon stated
that, “though the budget was in-
creased, it was not increased as
high as it could have been.” All
school budgets fall under a state
mandate, limiting the amount of
their budget. The total budget was
increased by approximately 8.6
percent from last year’s budget.
This includes the cost of nine new
staff positions. The new positions
are mainly due to the additional
changes caused by the fifth grade
move from elementary schools to
middle schools.

Other factors causing increases
in the budget are plans for smaller
class sizes for all grade levels.
Grades kindergarten through sec-
ond would have less than 25 stu-
dents, grades third through fifth
would have 23-26 students and
grades sixth through 12 would have
25-30 students.

Other expenses are mostly for new
textbooks, paperbacks, trade jour-
nals, and supplies for all schools.
The schools are also implementing
new courses such as zoology and
astronomy. These were courses that
students showed interest in when
they were surveyed by the schools.
Televisions, electronic supplies, new
uniforms for athletes and new instru-
ments for the music program are also
part of the expenses.

“Our most important resources of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood are our stu-
dents. We hire excellent teachers and
we focus on programs to give every
single boy and girl the best education
to prepare them for college and life,”
stated Dr. Choye.

Letters to the school board were
addressed briefly at Thursday’s meet-
ing. The letters discussed issues that
concerned parents, such as changing
arrival/dismissal times by a couple
of minutes and rotating schedules for
students.

“As far as a rotating schedule for
students is concerned, that is some-
thing that will most likely be adapted
in the future. The focus right now is
to concentrate on the fifth grade tran-
sition and on renovations. Rotating
high school schedules will be dis-
cussed next year,” Dr. Choye said.

Business functions regarding reno-
vations, transportation, and funds
were approved. However the ongo-
ing controversial approval of resolu-
tion for payment to Union County
Magnet High School was argued.

Board members Edward Saridaki,
Jr. and Patricia Hoynes-O’Connor

voted against the resolution as opposed
to the other members that voted “yes.”

However, board members did not
have a choice due to Judge Edward
Beglin’s decision that the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
would pay the monies due to the
Union County Vocational-Technical
School. The total due, exclusive of
interest, is $146,400.

It seems ironic that, “there are
three teachers to teach 25 kids. Par-
ents are using that school as an es-
cape. The program has a lot of flaws,
allowing only selected students to be
involved…that is not public educa-
tion,” stated Mr. Saridaki.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood bud-
get includes plans for teaching stu-

dents desktop publishing through
programs like QuarkExpress, ac-
quiring mobile presentation units
for all schools, which will teach
students PowerPoint and other pro-
grams that they can use in the
workforce.

Other priorities discussed by the
board include implementing wire-
less laptops for students in middle
school and on high school levels so
they can communicate constantly
with teachers simply through their
laptops. Also, buying new sewing
machines for fashion design classes
was discussed.

The Annual School Board Elec-
tion will be held on April 16. Polls
will be open from 2 to 9 p.m.

SP-F BOE OKs $55.2 Mil. Budget,
Ballot to Include $47.8 Mil. Tax Levy

FOSSILS AND FOOLS’ GOLD…Recently, third graders from Wilson Elemen-
tary School in Westfield traveled to Sterling Hill Mines in Ogdensburg. The
students visited the museum, where they searched for dinosaur fossils, fools’ gold,
Thomas Edison’s magnetic rock and a rock that contained 5,000 soda cans. A rock
hunt was held and the pupils collected samples of coal, granite, sandstone, marble
slate and basalt. They also received a guided tour through the zinc mine, which
included a visit to the film set featured in the recent movie, Zoolander. Pictured,
left to right, are: Katie Halliburton, Jenny Sexton and Nate Suri.

Valerie Wicks Placed
On Fall Dean’s List

WESTFIELD -- Bates College in
Lewiston, Me. has reported that Valerie
Z. Wicks of Westfield was named to
the Dean’s List for the first semester of
the 2001-2002 academic year as a
result of her scholastic standing.

A sophomore at Bates, Valerie is a
member of the women’s field hockey
team. She was named a 2001 Dana
Scholar for her excellence in aca-
demics and leadership.

Valerie is a 2000 graduate of
Westfield High School and is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Bruce
Wicks of Westfield.

United Fund of Westfield where he
serves as Admission Chairman and a
Director of the Westfield Commu-
nity Center He worships with the
Echo Lake Church of Christ where
he is actively involved in church
programs and chairs the Board of
Trustees. In 1997, Donnell was ap-
pointed to serve as a member of the
Westfield Town Council, the first
(and thus far) the only African Ameri-
can to have served in that capacity.

He is actively involved in the search
for other African Americans and
minorities to place as candidates for
the local governing body and related
commissions/committee.

Donnell and his wife, Christine,
have two children: Briony, a public
school teacher in the Bronx, New
York and Ashley, a senior at Westfield
High School.

Others honored by the NAACP
were: Jonathan C. Young, Commu-
nity Service Award; Meredith Rung
Creswell, Community Service Award;
Rene N. Rasheed, Role Model Award,
Karen E. Williams, Role Model
Award, and Ruth Baldwin, Unsung
Heroine Award.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Donnell Carr

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

Senator Corzine
Slates Discussion

United States Senator Jon
Corzine will speak at a pro-
gram hosted by the Scotch
Plains Democratic Commit-
tee on Sunday, April 7, from
3:45 to 5 p.m. at the Scotch
Hills  Country Club on
Plainfield Avenue and Jerusa-
lem Road in Scotch Plains.

Members of the community
are invited to attend the dis-
cussion. To attend, please con-
tact Kenneth Lipstein at (908)
232-7880 or Klipst@aol.com.

Admission is free. However,
reservations are recom-
mended due to limited seat-
ing.

Jon Corzine

Second Marking Period Honor Roll Students
Reported at Terrill Middle School in S. Plains

SCOTCH PLAINS – Terrill Middle
School in Scotch Plains has revealed
the names of students placed on the
Distinguished Honor Roll and Regu-
lar Honor Roll for the second mark-
ing period of the 2001-2002 aca-
demic year.

To qualify for the Distinguished
Honor Roll, pupils must obtain an
“A” in all subjects. Students must
receive at least two “As” and no
grade lower than a “B” in major
subjects in order to be placed on the
Regular Honor Roll.

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
GRADE 6 - 35 Students

Allison Andrews Timothy Leischner
Alana Bencivengo Randy Lemence
Gregory Bencivengo Jacqueline Lenoff
Amie Berlant John Loomis
Sky Cheung Joanna Naugle
Jarek Cohen Cecilia Osterman
Michael Cornacchia Minal Patel
Noelle DeGregorio Brian Pesin
Carina Gerveshi Jaclyn Petrow
Samantha Grecco Brian Piccola
Catherine Harley Maya Robinson
Mary Henkels Erin Rossi
Brian Hessemer Aleksandra Segal
Edward Kahn Barbara Slaugh
Brendan Kirby Jackson Udelsman
Cassandra Kontur Grace Wallden
Rachel Kreyer Kathleen Yan

Molly Yergalonis

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 6 - 78 Students

Kathryn Albanese-DeMair Andrew Manns
Evan Aspell Casey Marks
Michael Bello Jesse Marvosa
Michael Bover Lauren Mastroianni
Samantha Bremer Jeremy Mattimore
Keith Bronikowski Elizabeth McMillion
Adam Brous Emily Meehan
Ashley Caldora Molly Meehan
Trevor Cannon Taylor Molinaro
Kristen Cassidy Jessica Nagourney
Ryan Cassidy Brian O’Donnell
Alina Chabus Brian Pak
Anna Chapman Rachel Parker
David Chapman James Perez
Daniel Ciabattari Matthew Plagge
Andrew Clark Steven Polhamus
Amanda Curcie Michael Ragan
Daniel DeCataldo Emily Rodriguez
Jaime Dedousis Theodore Rosenblatt
Tyler DelMauro Jennifer Rovner
John DeLuca Scott Salmon
Michael Devizio Joseph Schiavo
Sean Dolgin Courtney Slaten
Bryan Dougher Kunal Sodhi
Jayne Dzuback Alyssa Straniero
Zachary Feldman Jeffrey Stuart
Ian Feller Timothy Stuart
David Gordon Harrison Stuppler
Colleen Hagerty Thomas Sutter
David Haynes Tyler Swanek
Adam Horowitz Natalie Terens
Kate Johnson Jaclyn Turner
Julia Joseph Samuel Ungar
Ryan Krueger Cassandra Valdes
Rachel Leitner Allison Vogel

Andrew Livingston Gregory Weinstock
Wesley Lorenzini Christina Woods
Francesca Lumetta Tianyou Xu
Chelsea Lusk Jordan Yellen

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
GRADE 7 - 22 Students

Anne Arasin Brittany Larkin
Jeremy Cole Melissa Loewinger
Megan Dyckman Jaclyn Lopez
Morgan Finkel Simone March
Genevieve Gilroy Benjamin Mathan
Casey Griffin Kimberly Molnar
Helen Han James Sacca
Allison Hoynes-O’Connor Kenneth Wasserman
Austin Jefferson Eric Wasserman
Sindhu Kilakkathi Lauren Weissbrod
David Kopylov Arianna Williams

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 7 - 46 Students

Nora Ali Colin Moynihan
Samantha Bendik Michael Muller
Courtney Berger Anthony Osterman
Shyam Bhojani Christopher Rau
Lisa Bloom Kyle Rowbotham
Jesse Brooks Zachary Saifi
Elizabeth Casserly Timothy Salisbury
Diana Chaves Alisa Schink
Grant Darwin Travis Schwartz
Brittany Fusillo Alexandra Sebolao
Jennifer Gaglioti Danielle Sepe
Magda Isack Amanda Shukla
Cristin Joy Brittany Skwirut
Christopher Lacko Angela Smith
Colleen LaForge Tovi Spero
Ryan Lemence Lauren Spirko
Jessica Lieberman Ian Starker
Jillian Lusk Grover Sundstrom

Emily Mankoff Jesse Viands
Magda Mierzejewska Stephen Wallden
Matthew Miller Nina Williams
Michael Miller Lauren Wright
Nikki Moses Allison Zazzali

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
GRADE 8 - 19 Students

James Alfano Kristen Henkels
Michael Bonacum Alexander Kontur
Kara Brass Caroline Lazur
Meryl Coker Matthew Linsenberg
Elise Coker Jennifer Seemann
Joseph Fallon Joshua Shvartsman
Samantha Feldman Leah Siegal
Victoria Fosdal Gabrielle Streep
David Ginsberg Emily Wallden

Katerina Wong

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 8 - 36 Students

Allison Abbott Christian Hambleton
Claudia Ahiabor Gary Herzberg
Matthew Anderson Daniel Ingram
Christopher Barry Kelli Kaskiw
Cheryl Beqaj Maria Kolakowska
Daniel Bugg Andrew Lipstein
Neil Dalal Ricardo Lisojo
Carolyn DiProspero Alyssa Markovits
Megan Domenick Devang Patel
Kelly Dougher Nicole Perez
Danielle Egan Edward Ragan
Charles Field Katherine Schreiber
Dennis Fitzpatrick Joanne Schurtz
Staci Goldberg Amira Selim
Shannon Gomes Barry Shapiro
Maggie Gousman Arthur Thomas, 3rd
Jonathan GreenspanChristina Timoni
Sarah Halpern Guenevere Zucker

TUESDAY, MARCH 19
• A Massachusetts Street resident

reported the theft of a change purse and
various credit cards from her pocket-
book, although it was unknown where
the incident occurred.

THURSDAY, MARCH 21
• Jorge Aguilar, 25, of Passaic was

charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana following
a motor vehicle stop on Central Avenue.
Aguilar was also arrested on a warrant
issued by the Clifton Municipal Court.
Bail was set at $250 on the Westfield
charge.

SATURDAY, MARCH 23
• Police reported an incident of iden-

tity theft, in which a local resident said

she was contacted by a credit card com-
pany about a $2,580 balance on a card
that she does not own.

MONDAY, MARCH 25
• A Faulkner Drive resident reported

that someone burned a spot measuring
four feet in diameter in his front yard.

TUESDAY, MARCH 26
• Two home burglaries were reported,

although it was unknown at press time
whether the incidents were related. In
the first case, someone entered a Windsor
Avenue residence and took assorted jew-
elry of unknown value.

The second case involved a Prospect
Street residence, from which an undeter-
mined amount of cash and jewelry was
removed.

been an EMT for 31 years.
“The Westfield Volunteer Rescue

Squad is a great place to come and
work. It is unique because it is a
resident squad and gives a real team
feeling to each crew, because you
always know who you will be work-
ing with,” he noted.

Mr. Sullivan went on to say, “Tara
and Lisa are both new EMTs who
have learned very fast. They both
went for advanced training in Pre-
Hospital Trauma Life Support
(PHTLS) early and are constantly
working to increase their working
knowledge of Emergency Medical
Services (EMS).

“They provide excellent patient
care with compassion and support,”
he added.

“I’m pleased and proud to have
Dan and Tara as my partners,” Ms.
Sortino said. “I consider Dan a very
important mentor and friend. He’s
taught me a great amount in the time
we’ve been partners and I’m sure
there are many more things I can
learn from him. Tara is an extremely
hard worker and I’m very proud of
her.”

An all-volunteer organization, the
Westfield Rescue Squad is currently
holding its annual fund drive. All
donations are tax deductible and can
be mailed to: Westfield Volunteer
Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 356,
Westfield 07091.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Rescue Squad
tial leasing of space in the Board of
Education administration building.

Whatever the point in time, there
are many dynamic aspects in the
history of public education in
Westfield.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Looking Back

shortfall of $1.4 million. Dr. Foley pointed
out that with the debt service added to
that, there is automatically an increase of
12 cents in taxes without any increase in
the budget.

Most of the cost increases are difficult
for the school board to control, such as
special education, and insurance. “We fit
(in) everything we could conceivably
fit,” Dr. Foley said.

School Board President Arlene
Gardner agreed that the budget has been
very difficult this year. “We had to bite a
few bullets, and they didn’t go down all
that well,” she said. Ms. Gardner went on
to discuss the board’s questions on how
to fund the All-City Music Program and
the Television Technician position, which
are two items restored to the budget that
were previously cut.

The music program allows the cre-
ation of an all-city band, chorus and
orchestra. The technician position al-
lows high school students to work on
programs for TV-36. Members of the
public had spoken to restore these items
at the previous meeting, asking the board
to look into grants.

Approximately ten members of the
public were present at the meeting to
address the budget.

Judith Cabanas, a physical education
teacher at Roosevelt Intermediate School
and the eighth  grade field hockey coach,
questioned the elimination of 8th grade
sports from the budget. She said Westfield
students usually start organized compe-
tition in the eighth grade, and it helps
with their personality and self-esteem.
Ms. Cabanas went on to say that the only
money needed for field hockey is for
referees and busses to take teams to the
games.

Westfield resident Leonard Schork said
that the school board should look for
more volunteers to help out with the
schools, which would save a lot of money.
Dr. Foley responded that the board is
looking for volunteers.

Parent and resident, Bonnie Kaplan,
was concerned about a part-time school
nurse position cut from the budget. She
explained the full time nurse has to teach
classes sometimes, and the part time
nurse covers for her. Ms. Kaplan voiced
her concerns that without the part time

nurse, the office will be empty at times
and the affect that will have on students
with special health needs, including her
own daughter.

Dr. Foley and Ms. Gardner said re-
sources will be rearranged to make sure
someone is in the nurse’s office at all
times. Ms. Gardner explained the second
nurse position was cut for fiscal reasons,
not because the school board thinks there
are too many nurses. Board member
Kimberly Rhodes said she would like to
use a moving teacher and keep a nurse in
the office at all times.

Ms. Gardner defended the establish-
ment of a grounds person to improve
district fields as a safety issue, since
thousands of students use those fields.
The creation of a Gifted and Talented
pilot program was also discussed, and
the replacement of fifth grade computers
was deferred from last year’s budget into
this budget.

Hopefully by next year, there will be
an increase in state and federal aid for the
school board, Ms. Gardner said. School
board member Ginny Leiz said that the
school board is mindful of the public’s
needs, and that they will do all they can to
find the necessary money. Board mem-
ber Richard Solomon said the difficulty
is finding the right amount of money, so
the public does not think too much or too
little is being spent.

Ms. Leiz said the school board de-
pends on the Parent Teacher Council and
other organizations to get voters to sup-
port the budget at the polls.

Meetings will be held at Westfield
High School on April 3, Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School on April 4, Tamaques
Elementary School on April 9, and the
Presbyterian Church assembly hall on
April 10, giving the public the opportu-
nity to ask questions about the budget.
Each meeting will begin at 7:45 p.m. The
public can also look at the budget and ask
questions at Business Administrator
Robert Berman’s office at 302 Elm Street,
or contact Lorre Korecky who coordi-
nates school/community relations.

Also at the meeting, School Board
Vice-President Anne Riegel announced
that Westfield scored in the 94th percen-
tile across the state in scores for the
Elementary School Proficiency Test.
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Edgar Reeve, the remaining brother,

had the right to live in the house during
his lifetime. He died late last year at the
age of 101.

The father of the Reeve brothers,
William Edgar Reeve, was a leader in
the Westfield community in the early
20th century. He gave or sold to the
town some of the land now in
Mindowaskin Park. Both the late Edgar
Reeve and his long-time housekeeper,
and in his last year and a half, wife,
Christine commented to various Soci-
ety members about how they looked
forward to the building becoming a
town museum.

The Society is very interested in
investigating the feasibility of using
the building for a Museum and as His-
torical Society offices. The Society is
unable to pay anything other than a

nominal dollar a year rent if it is to
incur all the expenses of upgrading the
building, converting it and operating it
into the future for museum and His-
toric Society office purposes.

The Society recognizes that the
present Town Council, for financial
reasons, probably has no interest in
spending tax dollars on such upgrad-
ing. Hence this project will proceed in
a series of steps, with the Society hav-
ing the right to walk away if it con-
cludes the project is not realistic.

The first step is fact-finding by pro-
fessionals, inspections and estimates
as to the cost of electrical, heating,
roofing and other mechanical work that
are underway, to be paid for by the
Society.

Concurrent with this building-related
work the Trustees of the Society have
to address the serious issue of whether
this Society will have the membership,
enthusiasm and community support to
sustain a major commitment such as
total control and responsibility for a
building.

Mr. Boothe of the Westfield Histori-
cal Society commented that, “it would
be a disaster for the society and the
town to start down this road only to find
that the society does not have the sup-
port to keep it going into future years
and decades.”

The Society will apply for state, fed-
eral, county and private foundation
grants, plus seek local community sup-
port.  All of these potential fluid sources
want information to gauge the viability
of the applicant’s organization and
project as well as the reports, estimates
and bids for work.

Further proceedings, will be contin-

gent on having the project approved
under the zoning ordinance of
Westfield, and getting various waivers
from the state building code.

“Until the town enters into a lease,
which will be a matter of public busi-
ness, the town is not bound to make the
building available to the Society no
matter what expenses and efforts the
Society has expended to that point,”
Mr. Boothe added.

The officers expect to hold a meet-
ing, not yet scheduled, to which all
Society members will be invited for the
purpose of discussing all aspects of
this project. That includes the costs,
the programs, and the future member-
ship of the Society. The meeting will be
dedicated to that purpose, and will not
involve any other program.

“If your Trustees conclude that we
can and should proceed, we will do so,”
Mr. Boothe said. “If we do not believe
that the Society can carry a Historical
Museum into the future, we will so
advise the town and withdraw from the
project. It is apparent that we will need
a high level of dedication and commit-
ment from all of our members before
we proceed. We also will need much
support from the Westfield commu-
nity.”

“This town is constantly portrayed
by real estate agents and by mer-
chants as a historic colonial town
well aware of its history and proud
of its heritage,” he concluded. “Many
communities around this country and
the world have community muse-
ums, including nearby Clark,
Cranford, Plainfield and Rahway. If
they can do it, so can Westfield,”
said Mr. Boothe.

Historical Society Considers Utilizing
Reeve Home for Town Museum, Offices


