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By MARYLOU
MORANO

Specially Written for The
Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT —
The International
Juried Show 2002

was recently exhibited at the New
Jersey Center for Visual Arts (NJCVA)
in Summit.

William Zimmer, art critic and jour-
nalist for The New York Times since
1981, served as juror for the show,
which is in its 16th consecutive year.

The exhibit is comprised of 91
pieces of art selected for their portray-

als in painting, drawing, sculpture,
photography, print and mixed media
works. Artwork from seven countries
in addition to the United States is
represented.

“The International Juried Show
2002 is advertised in publications that

are distributed throughout the world,”
said Bonnie Maranz, Gallery Coordi-
nator, adding that the show has a
wonderful reputation among foreign
artists.

Zimmer made the initial selections
for the exhibit from slides. Several
works are reflective of the terrorist
attacks which occurred on September
11. Zimmer wanted works with a
backdrop of September 11 to display
optimism.

Robert Carley’s black and white
photograph “Stars n’ Stripes” and
Keith Drake’s Etch-A-Sketch draw-

ing toy photo, “United We Stand” are
but two of these themed pieces.

“Stars n’ Stripes” received an Hon-
orable Mention Award. The photog-
rapher plans to devote this year to
photographing American flags wher-
ever he finds them.

Karen Floriani’s photograph of the
solitary figure, “The Moroccan” was
awarded the Jurgen Thieck Memorial
Award for Photography. The award is
presented in memory of the husband
of NJCVA member Katie Thieck.

“Best in Show” award was given to
Hank Kearley for his oil on canvas,
“Migration.” Melvin D. Leipzig’s
acrylic on canvas, “Tom Malloy,”
Kimberly Maier’s assemblage, “I
Crossed at Nogales” and “Untitled,”
an acrylic on canvas by Michael
Rodriquez received Merit Awards. In
addition, eight artists were awarded
Honorable Mention.

“The outpouring of emotion for
this show is surprisingly upbeat,” said
Maranz.

The International Juried Show 2002
was on exhibit at the New Jersey Cen-
ter for Visual Arts through March 20.

The New Jersey Center for Visual
Arts is located at 68 Elm Street, Sum-
mit, New Jersey.  For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 273-9121.
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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Beginning this week, Fountain
Valley, Calif. native Keri Russell
will bid a bittersweet goodbye to
her WB drama, “Felicity,” which
has experienced fickle support dur-
ing its four seasons due to Russell’s
decision to cut her locks, changing
timeslots and stiff competition from
shows like NBC’s “The West Wing,”
which airs simultaneously.

While it is unclear how bright
the future will be for Russell, fol-
lowing her departure from her role
as a college student finding herself
in the concrete jungle of New York
City, one must keep in mind how
successful her experiences before
“Felicity” were, which might point
to a promising future.

It seems almost unnatural for
Russell to frown, even though her
pensive character on “Felicity”
calls for it quite often. Because,
from 1991-1993 she spent most of
her time as one of the peppiest
cheerleaders and performers of the
Mickey Mouse Club (MMC).

Raised in Dallas, Tex., Mesa,
Ariz., and Denver, Colo., Russell
was schooled in all forms of dance,
garnering scholarships which af-
forded her the opportunity to study
in exclusive programs. Next, be-
fore her MMC stint, Russell tried
her hand at modeling, competing
on “Star Search” with Ed
McMahon, and acting in Honey, I
Blew Up the Kid.

After MMC, Russell captured
roles in “Boy Meets World,” “Mar-
ried With Children,” Daddy’s Girls,
Clerks, The Babysitter’s Seduction,
the NBC soap a la Aaron Spelling,
“Malibu Shores,” and several tele-
vision movies.

In 1998, Russell was cast as Fe-
licity Porter in the Ron Howard-
directed drama, which, when it
aired, became a cult classic with
teenagers and 20-somethings all
over the world. The show was nomi-
nated for a Golden Globe Award in
the “Best Drama Series” category,
while Russell was tapped as “Fa-
vorite Female Performer,” by vot-
ers for the People’s Choice Awards.
In 1999, she took home the Golden
Globe for “Best Actress in a TV
Drama.”

Romantically, Russell, who goes
by the nickname “Care Bear,” has
been linked with her “Felicity” co-
star Scott Speedman, Joey
Lawrence of “Blossom” fame and
Tony Lucca from “Malibu Shores.”

Famous and infamous for her
trademark sandy brown locks, no
actress has ever incurred such
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THIS PERFORMANCE IS GOLDEN…The Oldies group “Satin and Gold” will
perform live at the Westfield Coalition for the Arts’ annual 50s Dance on
Saturday, April 6, from 7:30 to 11:30 p.m. at the Clark Veterans of Foreign Wars
Hall. For more information and to order tickets, which are $20 each, please call
Westfield Public Schools Fine Arts Supervisor Linda King at (908) 789-4417.

LIFE IS A BANQUET…Mame Dennis, who will be played by Laine
Bonstein, left, prepares to show the next generation her world in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Repertory Theatre’s upcoming production
of Mame. A grown-up Patrick Dennis, portrayed by Ryan Aspell, and his
wife, Pegeen, played by Katie Downey, left, prepare to let their son, Peter,
played by John DeLuca, go off on his first Mame-led adventure.
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By KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — On March
8, 9, 15 and 16, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Repertory Theater at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) presented the beloved Jerry
Herman musical classic, Mame.

I had the pleasure of attending last
year’s production of Anything Goes
and the troupe at SPFHS always turns
in a terrific job.

The students who become involved
with these productions are clearly
spirited, talented individuals who
give their hearts and souls to these
presentations. Countless hours of
rehearsal and donated time go into
these shows, not to mention the blood,
sweat and tears of the students.

It inspired me to learn that it was
not only the students at SPFHS who
were giving it their all, but also a
rather large group of energetic par-
ent volunteers who donate much of
their cherished free time to the troupe.

The parent volunteers number in
the hundreds and these dedicated
adults offer their time and talent to
the costume, scenic design and box
office departments, among others.

Mame.
Toni is a self-described

“wearer of many hats” and
loves being a part of the rep-
ertory company. A profes-
sional  actress herself ,
Downey has appeared on epi-
sodes of “NYPD Blue” and in
several New York-based films
and she is also an inspira-
tional vocalist who has per-
formed in concert in many
different venues.

Downey told  The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood that it is a joy to
volunteer her time to the troupe
because everyone involved truly
becomes a big family.

In addition to being able to work
side by side with her talented daugh-
ter, Downey loves the sense of ca-
maraderie that is born during an
experience such as this.

“I love this area,” she said. “There
is such a huge sense of community
here. There are people who came to
see the show once, and then called
back and bought tickets for the next
weekend. Tonight is our last night,
(Saturday, March 16) and we are
going to be completely sold out.”

When asked if there were any plans
for next year’s production at the high
school, Downey replied, “We all have
our ideas. But nothing is definite
yet.”

Unfortunately, there is only room
for one big production a year and the
troupe likes to choose large musicals
so that many people can be involved.
The school also features a drama
club, but it is an entirely separate
entity from the Repertory Theater.

Mame was a huge success and
starred SPFHS students Laine
Bonstein, Christine Perrota, Ryan
Aspell, Tuan Nguyen, Ian Wehrle,
Jason Subbie, Alex Grecco and
Katie Downey. Matthew Plagge and
John Deluca from Terrill Middle
School were also cast to play two
of the juvenile roles.

The show was directed by Ana
Llanos of Linden High School and
musically directed by Laurie
Wellman of SPFHS.

The bittersweet experience of be-
ing involved in a high school pro-
duction is one that everyone will
cherish, regardless of the level of
their involvement.

When asked if she will be in-
volved with next year’s show,
Downey replied, “Of course!” Not
one to let any grass grow under her
feet, the gifted actress, singer,
mother and volunteer is also writ-
ing a play in her spare time.

I’m sure we will all hear from the
Downey family in the future, and
congratulations to SPFHS Reper-
tory Theater for a job well done.

One of these terrific helpers is a
woman by the name of Toni Downey.
Downey runs the Public Relations
department for the troupe, as well as

being in charge of ticket sales. Her
daughter, Katie, is a junior at the
high school and played the role of
Pegeen in this year’s production of

  Marylou Morano for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AWARD-WINNING...Hank Kearsley’s “Migration,” oil on canvas took home
“Best in Show,” pictured above, and Melvin D. Leipzig’s “Tom Malloy,” acrylic
on canvas received the “Merit Award.”
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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Rumor is, we’re havin’ a fire drill. Pass it on.” Immediately, the
mention of a drill sent the eighth graders at St. John the Apostle School
into a state of alert, with a streamlined roster of instructions running
through our minds: single file, quiet in the halls, down the stairs, out the
side door. Oh, and don’t forget to “stop, drop and roll” whenever
appropriate – hopefully, not past Sister Jane while she’s scowling at you.

When I had to flip my
200-lb. self-defense in-
structor over my shoul-
der in college, I was ex-
pected to demonstrate
knowledge of what steps
I would have to take if I
sensed imminent danger.
We must trust our in-
stincts, he told us, and,
instead of panicking, we
were to take the neces-
sary measures to insure
our safety.

Fire drills and self-
defense seem fairly el-
ementary in comparison
to the ills we face today,
and a necessity for pre-
paredness comes from a
whole new source of
fear.

While I’ve seen more
common sense and di-

rection come from a box of Crayola crayons, for some reason,
Pennsylvania Governor and Homeland Security Director Tom Ridge
believes the American people need a color-coded system to understand
terrorism and to defend ourselves against destructive forces.

Designed to “provide a comprehensive and effective” way to provide
information regarding “the risk of terrorist attacks to federal, state,
authorities and the American people,” the new Homeland Security
Advisory System (HSAS) includes a five-hued format, which is presum-
ably meant to relate to simpletons and Nobel Prize winners, alike.

Therefore, every person, in ev-
ery walk of life, should be able to
figure out what precautions to
heed, depending upon the color of
the week or day. However, intend-
ing to be specific, the entire sys-
tem is not only vague, but under-
estimates the panic of the public.
We get a color, but the system fails
us by not providing a list of in-
structions to accompany the state
of panic or non-panic.

In a “Severe Condition,” marked
by the color red, emergency per-
sonnel would be alerted, public
and government facilities would
be closed – much of what we saw
on 9-11. But, for the average
American, should I take cover in a
bomb shelter, say my last prayers,
or can I go to work that morning?
The system says nothing about
that.

In a “High Condition,” shaded
orange, we would see extra secu-
rity at public events and armed
forces would be coordinated. Does
this mean that I should avoid the
New York Knicks game at Madi-
son Square Garden, should I be
stocking up the pantry with canned
goods?

Recently, we were in the “El-
evated Condition” or yellow, but I
had no idea what I was supposed
to be doing differently or if I was


