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Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
EVERY PINT HELPS…Colonia resident James Pignataro had his blood drawn by Averion Nor during a recent blood
drive in the Scotch Plains Municipal Building parking lot, sponsored by the New Jersey Blood Services.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS…For the fourth consecutive year, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS) DECA
Chapter captured all of the chapter competitions during their annual statewide competitions, winning first place in all
six chapter competitive events. The chapter also set a school record, winning 77 state awards. See Page 11 for the story.

County Distributes Grants
For Town Athletic Fields

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

At the Freeholder meeting on
February 28, Union County dis-
tributed the first half of the grant
funds earmarked for municipali-
ties to use to purchase and upgrade
athletic fields. The “Field of
Dreams” program, announced last
fall is funded through the county’s
Open Space, Recreation and His-
toric Preservation Trust Fund. Vot-
ers approved the fund in Novem-
ber 2000. The other half of the
grant money, which will be
matched by each municipality, will
be disbursed to each town upon
completion of their particular
project.

Local mayors were on hand to
receive their checks at the Board
of Chosen Freeholders’ meeting
on February 28. Westfield Mayor
Gregory McDermott accepted a
check for $9,175, which will be
used for work at several parks,
including Tamaques, Gumbert, as
well as Houlihan, Sid Fay and Sy-
camore Fields.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin
Marks accepted a check for
$100,000 that will be used, in
conjunction with Fanwood and
their joint board of education, for
field redesign at Park Middle
School. Fanwood Mayor Louis
Jung accepted a check for $50,000
toward the joint effort. A $50,000
check will be sent to Mountainside
for lighting at Echo Brook field
and the Little League field as well
as study of expanding the field at

Beechwood.
The next project under the “Field

of Dreams” program will be an
effort by Union County munici-
palities, through their local histori-
cal societies, to identify relevant
sites they feel are important and
would like to see preserved.

In other business, Freeholder
Daniel Sullivan said the hearings
on the county’s proposed 2002 bud-
get are complete. He praised the
efforts put forth by the various
departments at paring their spend-
ing requests. He said that—given
certain areas of the budget that are
beyond the control of county offi-
cials, such as skyrocketing medical
insurance costs, as well as the weak
economy—trying to keep expenses
under control in this environment
“is difficult.” Freeholder Board
Chairman Lewis Mingo concurred,
saying this will “be a tough year” in
terms of the county’s budget.

Several members of the Freeholder
Board also congratulated County
Manager Michael Lapolla, who was
appointed by Gov. James McGreevey
last month to be the new Executive
Director of the New Jersey Turnpike
Authority. Mr. Lapolla, 45, has served
in his position since 1997, following
stints on the Freeholder Board in the
1980s and posts with former Gov.
Jim Florio and Sen. Bill Bradley
afterwards.

A number of Freeholders also
praised officials at the county-
owned Runnells Hospital for their
success in recently opening a new
psychiatric wing at the facility.

Dr. Donald Sheldon

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

School Board President
Donald Sheldon Retires

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

Dr. Donald Sheldon, President of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education, has withdrawn his appli-
cation for the Board of Education
seat for this year’s school board elec-
tion campaign.

He told The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood that he is retiring from his
35 years of service with the district
so that he and his wife can spend
more time with their five children,
their spouses and their 11 grandchil-
dren.

“My wife and I are in our mid-70s.
I have been reflecting on this for
sometime now,” he said.

Dr. Sheldon’s many years of ser-
vice to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school district began in 1967, as Di-
rector of Guidance for two years.

In 1969, he served as Director of
Pupil Services for the next 21 years.
During that time, Dr. Sheldon also
served on the advisory committee to
the Union County Vocational-Tech-
nical School for their special educa-
tion program, worked on developing
a special education program and
gifted programs for the SP-F district.

Dr. Sheldon was also the President
of the New Jersey Association of

Pupil Personnel Administrators for
two years; on the New Jersey School
Board’s Finance Committee and rep-
resented the District on the Union
County Educational Services Board
of Education.

When he retired in 1990, from his
professional career, Dr. Sheldon said
that he missed being actively in-
volved in education. So, in 1991, he
ran for and won a seat on the SP-F
school board.

“I played an active role in the
selection of the District’s Superin-

tendent, Dr. Carol Choye,” Dr.
Sheldon recalled.

“It has been a privilege working
closely with her for over eight years,”
he said.

Dr. Sheldon served on the school
board for nine out of the past 10
years, as Vice President for two years,
and as President for six years. He
reflected that he has probably served
on every board of education commit-
tee over the past nine years.

He was also involved in develop-
ing the initial strategic plan for the
district and in negotiating four Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Education Associa-
tion contracts as well as managing
many annual budgets.

Dr. Sheldon also participated in
developing the bond referendum to
finance the district’s building reno-
vations and he represented the Board
on the Shared Services Coordinating
Council, as well as at the Garden
State Coalition along with Dr. Choye.

During the 34 years that Dr.
Sheldon and his wife have lived in
Scotch Plains, he has also served the
community in a number of leader-
ship roles, including as an officer for
the Tiny Tim Fund for the past 19
years.

He said, “It has been a pleasure to
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New Office and Apartment Building
Opposed by Scotch Plains Residents

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

An application was heard before
the Scotch Plains Planning Board on
March 11, requesting several vari-
ances for a non-conforming building
to be constructed on the corner of
Mountain Avenue and Williams
Street.

The applicant, Ryan Piesco cur-
rently owns a two-story structure on
that property and is requesting to
build a 1154 square foot, two-story

building, adjacent to the existing
building, for additional offices on
the ground floor, as well as a rental
apartment on the second floor.

The existing building houses two
businesses on the ground level and
two apartments on the second story.

The property lies in a B-2 zone,
which is zoned for mixed commer-
cial and residential use, necessitat-
ing that the lower, ground level be
used for commercial purposes. That
zoning predated the surrounding resi-

dential neighborhood.
The existing building has been

there since the early 1950s and is
grand-fathered. The proposal re-
quests several variances for less than
required set backs, less than required
buffering distance and less than the
required number of parking spaces.

Zoning Officer Robert LaCosta
estimated that the new building would
require an additional eight spaces,
and currently only has seven, leaving

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

S. Plains Council Passes
Resolution Concerning
Cutbacks in State Aid

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Joining a number of other New
Jersey communities concerned about
the potential of state aid cutbacks,
the Scotch Plains Township Council
passed a resolution on Tuesday night
asking Governor James McGreevey
to at least maintain assistance levels.

“If the Governor cuts state aid by
even one tax point or more,” the
resolution stated, “it would put a
great burden” on Scotch Plains “be-
cause it does not have an overabun-
dance of revenue to fall back on
because of everyday expenses” used
to run the government.

Any cut in state aid would likely
result in a higher property tax levy on
Scotch Plains residents.

At its regular meeting, the council
also passed a resolution repairing a
longtime quirk in which the state
Department of Transportation (DOT)
had, for years, been the owner of the
property housing Booth Field at the
corner of Route 22 and Westfield
Road.

The 50,000 square-foot property,
which is the site of a baseball field
that has been used for more than 45
years by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Youth Baseball Association, has been
considered to be part of the right-of-
way connected with the state-oper-
ated highway.

Recently, the state had offered the
property to Union County, which
then determined that it had no use for
the property. Union County Counsel
Carol Cohen informed the state in
January that the county would prefer
the DOT to convey the title to the
property directly to Scotch Plains.

The resolution approving this trans-
fer states that the property will be
used solely for recreational purposes.

In other business, Mayor Martin
Marks announced that the Village
Green next to the Municipal Build-
ing will soon be renamed Augustine
Park in memory of former Mayor
Alan Augustine, who was serving in
the State Assembly when he died last
year.

Mayor Marks said a committee is
being formed to raise funds for a
fountain to be placed in the park.

Residents wishing to contribute to
this effort can send checks made out
to “Augustine Park Committee” to
the Municipal Building on Park Av-
enue.

Mr. Marks also noted that the new
water restrictions imposed by the

Scotch Plains Council Seeks Ways
To Reduce Municipal Tax Hike

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Facing an eight point increase in
the municipal portion of local prop-
erty taxes, the Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council is asking the township’s
professional staff, using some ideas
provided by council members, to

make further spending cuts in the
proposed 2002 budget, in order to
keep the increase in taxes to a maxi-
mum of five points.

At its fourth budget meeting of the
year, held after Tuesday night’s regu-
lar meeting, the council discussed
ways to further pare the $18 million
township spending plan, proposed in
late January by Township Manager
Thomas E. Atkins.

Noting, as others have earlier, that
this is “a very difficult budget year”

because of threats to state assistance
to localities, lower interest on invest-
ments, health care costs and the sub-
dued economy, Councilman Frank
S. Rossi outlined several areas where
he felt the township budget could be
cut a bit more in order to shave three
tax points off the coming tax hike.

A one tax point increase is already
built into the budget to pay for the
new LOSAP (Length Of Service
Awards Program) for the local fire

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Fanwood Council Green Lights
Redevelopment Plan Ordinance

By KIMBERLY MERZ
Specially Written for The Times

With a vote of 4-2, the Fanwood
Borough Council approved the rede-
velopment plan for a 6.5-acre block
of downtown property during its regu-
lar meeting Tuesday night.

Democrats Katherine Mitchell and
Michael Brennan opposed the ordi-
nance supporting the plan, with Ms.
Mitchell expressing concerns about
the possibility of people losing their
livelihoods if the borough exercises
its right of eminent domain.

The block, bordered by South,
Martine and LaGrande Avenues and
by Second Street, is earmarked for
mixed residential and retail develop-
ment. One corner of the property, at
LaGrande Avenue and Second Street,
is occupied by the long-vacant Dean
Oil site.

In addition to the council’s adop-
tion of the ordinance, Mayor Louis
Jung announced the appointment of
a Blue-Ribbon committee to evalu-
ate Request for Qualifications (RFQ)
from developers interested in the site.

The committee is comprised of
Fanwood property and business own-
ers, along with Councilwoman
Mitchell and Council President Joel
Whitaker; Planning Board represen-

tatives Gregory Cummings and Eric
Hess; Downtown Revitalization Co-
ordinator Clayton Pierce and Mayor
Jung as an ex officio member.

“We have a beautiful town and that
whole area (property behind the store-
fronts on Martine Avenue) has been
something of an eyesore,” said Re-
publican Councilman Stuart Kline, a
Fanwood resident for 13 years, ex-
plaining his vote in favor of the rede-
velopment plan.

“I believe that this plan, in my

opinion, will establish a
process…I’m assured that we main-
tain some control over that process.
We can reject proposals that don’t
meet our needs,” Mr. Kline said.

Prior to the vote, Fanwood resi-
dents reiterated their concerns about
the plan’s potential impact during a
public hearing on the ordinance.

Second Street resident Harry
McNally, who said he recently stud-
ied the plan and maps in more detail,
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Seventy-Seven State Awards
Garnered By DECA Students

SCOTCH PLAINS – For the fourth
consecutive year, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) DECA
Chapter, an Association of Marketing
Students, swept all the chapter competi-
tions at their annual statewide competi-
tions, winning first place in all six chap-
ter competitive events.

In addition, the contingent set a school
record, winning 77 state awards. Ninety-
five SP-F students were among over
1,200 students from over 60 schools in
the state, competing in areas they learn in
their related marketing class.

Senior David Baumwoll, New Jersey
DECA President, said, “All we cared
about was winning the chapter events.
While we won a lot of individual awards,
winning first place in all chapter events
was exciting and gratifying because of
all the work we put into our community
activities.”

In the Free Enterprise Promotion event,
the team of seniors David Baumwoll,
Adam Bendik, Michael Hughes, Rob
Mattar and freshman Michael Baumwoll,
won for their report on their corporate
interviews with executives from
Panasonic, JP Morgan, Credit Suisse,
First Boston, Microsoft, Mc Kinsey &
Co., DeutschBank and Pfizer.

Seniors Ryan Crawford, Lucas
Francavilla, and freshmen Jason Krueger
and Chris D’Annunzio won in the Cre-
ative Marketing event, for the group’s
development of the Discount Card for
local businesses.

Sophomores Michael Hessemer and
Matt Goldberg won in the Learn & Earn
event for their creation of a School Store
Debit Card.

In the Civic Consciousness event, se-
niors Andrew Pavoni, Dan Zelikman,
Jesse Rogowsky and sophomores Ted
Sensor and Brian Kopnicki took first
place for their planning and execution of
a Substance Abuse Program for eighth
graders.

Seniors Josh Finkelstein, Jay Cordes,
Jack Egan and freshmen Elizabeth Elko
and Christine Gillie won first place in the
Public Relations Campaign event, for
the group’s work for the homeless fami-
lies of the Interfaith Council.

Junior Ricky Fleissner teamed up with
Ted Sensor and Brian Kopnicki, winning
in a Chapter Activities Program event,
which was an evaluation of all chapter

activities.
In the individual and team events, SP-

F continued its 32-year tradition of suc-
cess.

In the Market Research categories,
the team of Rob Mattar and Dan
Zelikman won first place in General
Marketing; Andrew Pavoni was first
place in Hospitality, junior Sara
Finkelstein took first place in Retail,
and the team of junior Steve Doremus
and senior Bob Wallden was awarded
first place in Business/Financial Mar-
ket Research.

Second place winners included jun-
ior Lenore McMillion and sophomore
Catherine Milligan, E-Commerce Mar-
ket Research; senior Christine Troiano
and Tiffany Kane, Food Marketing Re-
search; juniors Joey Bartolotta and
Emily Cabalero, Hospitality Market
Research; senior Steve Lowen, Busi-
ness Finance; senior Naor Chazan, Re-
tail Market Research; Ryan Crawford,
Business & Financial Services Mar-
keting; senior Matthew Bartiromo, En-
trepreneurship; senior Michael Kaiser,
Food Marketing; junior Danielle
Hirschhorn, Apparel & Accessories;
and Sara Finkelstein, Retail Merchan-
dising.

Third place honors went to Jesse
Rogowsky, E-Commerce; sophomores
Jack Meade and Nick Bruno, Advertis-
ing Campaign; junior Michael Zatorski,
International Business Plan; senior Matt
Vanderheyden, Entrepreneurship; and
Alfred Twu, Food Marking Manage-
ment.

Other SP-F student winning awards
included seniors Katie Sprauge, Kerry
McVey, Jasmin Roshansky, Ryan
O’Donnell, John DelMauro, Pamela
Fischbein, Eva Stepanwicz, Christina
DeLusant, juniors Jon Bezrutczyk,
Jovonne Jones, Josh Heffler, Chris
Zidonik, sophomores Robert Kucinski,
Josh Kay, Ryan Breznitsky, Ashley
Brownstein, freshmen Jeremy Sanders,
Terrance Charles, Jay Hankin and
Jeanette Franzone.

Andrew Pavoni received further rec-
ognition, as he was awarded a $1,000
state scholarship.

Forty SP-F DECA students are now
eligible to represent New Jersey at
DECA’s national competitions, to be held
in Salt Lake City, Utah in April.

Alfred Univ. Places
Benjamin M. Lee

On Fall Dean’s List
FANWOOD – Alfred University

in Alfred, N.Y. has placed Benjamin
M. Lee, a Fanwood resident, on its
Dean’s List for the fall 2001 semes-
ter.

A communications studies and
English major at Alfred University,
Benjamin is also graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

Benjamin is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Wayne R. Lee of Fanwood.

Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

CELEBRATING 100…March 8 was the 100th day of school for children
in the Pre-K Title I classes at Brunner Elementary School in Scotch
Plains. The children kept track on the first day of school and planned a
celebration to mark their 100th day, which included decorating 100-day
headbands, making necklaces with 100 Cheerios and booklets to mark
the day. Each class backed a cake and counted out 100 candles for the top.
Parents helped pupils cover a counting mat with 100 stamps, filled a
goody bag with 100 treats and decorated strips of paper 100 inches long.
Pictured, above, Evan Pasternak shows off his goody bag.

it one space shy of the ordinance.
The proposed addition would be situ-

ated five feet apart from the existing
building, so as to permit the windows
in the older building to remain usable,
explained the designer of the plan,
Steven Parker of Parker Engineering in
Somerville.

The proposed building will be de-
signed with a Victorian/Colonial façade
to be more congruent with the sur-
rounding residential neighborhood. The
existing building would also be reno-
vated with the same façade.

A one-way ingress would be located
off of Mountain Avenue and a one-way
egress to the parking area behind the
building would be off of Williams
Street.

Re-grading of the entire property is
planned to prevent coagulation of run-
off or flooding and landscape buffer-
ing is proposed to minimize the impact
of car headlights on neighboring prop-
erties.

Over 20 residents from the surround-
ing neighborhood attended the meet-
ing after being notified by the appli-
cant of the hearing. Several neighbors
voiced their objections to the board,
citing the increase in traffic, parking
problems and flooding, which, they
claimed plagues their neighborhood.

Residents from Williams Street,
Henry Street, Elm Street and Moun-
tain Avenue claimed that commuters to
New York City park in front of their
homes to take the bus on the corner.
They believe that this building will
only worsen the traffic and parking
congestion in their over-burdened
neighborhood.

The residents also cited traffic safety
concerns and headlights becoming a
nuisance.

Scotch Plains attorney for the appli-
cant, Robert Kraus, also pointed out
that the tenants and the commercial/
office leasers would be utilizing the
existing parking on opposite sched-
ules. He plans on bringing in a traffic
expert to testify on the parking and
traffic situation at the next hearing.

Several residents however, told the
board that the there is not enough park-
ing for the existing tenants.

Resident Helen Jacobs requested
permission to submit a petition to the
board signed by many of her neighbors
objecting to the proposal, which the
board was not permitted to accept or
consider.

Coles Avenue resident Nick Alloy
told the board, “A different type of
person moves into an apartment than
buys a home.”

Mountain Avenue resident Debra
Joseph echoed that sentiment, saying
that people who live in apartments do
not always take care of their proper-
ties. Both residents would prefer to see
a single-family home constructed on
that site.

The continuation of this application
will be heard on Monday, April 22.

An application by United Financial
Service located at 320 Park Avenue on
the corner of East Second Street to rent
out basement office space was approved
by the board. The applicant is request-
ing a waiver of site plan and a parking
variance for less than the required num-
ber of parking spaces, to lease out the
basement of the building to another
business for storage or office space.

Board Chairman, Joseph Doyle sug-
gested that the applicant lower the re-
quested leased space from 1600 square
feet to 800 square feet of leased base-
ment space so as to reduce the parking
requirements, considering that the other
800 square feet is already being used
for storage or is unusable.

The owner’s attorney, Michael
Dupont of McKenna, Dupont, Higgins
and Burns said that the owner was
agreeable to that reduction as well as to
a condition that any new tenant would
have to come before the Planning Board
with the applicant to seek approval for
that type of business, so as to give the
board some control over the parking
needs for the entire building.

The condition also ends the lease
approval if the current owner were to
sell or vacate the building.

The board welcomed Daniel
Bernstein, who was recently hired as
Planning Board Attorney to replace
Lawrence Woodruff, who became As-
sistant Town Attorney.

Mr. Bernstein has been a practicing
attorney for 30 years and practicing in
Scotch Plains since 1981. He is a part-
ner in the South Avenue law firm of
Bernstein and Hoffman. He is the son
of former Town Attorney, Harry
Bernstein, who served as Town Attor-
ney from 1940 to 1965.

The Planning Board also unani-
mously approved a motion to solicit
resumes from potential candidates to
fill the newly-approved position of
Planning Consultant to the Planning
Board and Board of Adjustment.

The resumes will be reviewed and
potential candidates will be interviewed
by a joint committee of both Boards.

The Consulting Planner will be used
by both boards on an as-needed basis
for the boards’ edification on applica-
tions.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

New Building

department and rescue squad that
was approved by voters in Novem-
ber.

“We should strive to get (the tax
increase) closer to the average” in-
crease of three-and-a-half points of
recent years, Councilman Rossi said.
“This isn’t the year to be doubling
the average.”

He outlined a host of proposed
cuts that would amount to about
$105,000 of the $185,000 in cuts
needed to keep the tax increase —
not including the LOSAP program
— to four points.

He said reallocating funds from
the Council On Affordable Housing
would result in a one point reduc-
tion, and then listed an array of local
government departments where
funds could be cut.

Public Works is one area, with Mr.
Rossi noting the lack of snowfall this
winter and saying that funds allo-
cated for potential snow removal
could be pared back.

He also proposed small cuts in the
budgets for recreation, downtown
business district activities and sala-
ries for the township’s attorneys, as
well as several other departments.

He noted that no programs or ser-
vices are being “drastically cut or
eliminated,” and that, in the midst of
the tight fiscal environment, new
initiatives are being undertaken this
year, including road maintenance,
the coming jitney service and new
ballfield construction.

“There is no fluff here,” Mayor
Martin L. Marks said, referring to
the lack of significant budget items
that could be cut sharply without
having a big effect on residents.

The council agreed in general with
Mr. Rossi’s ideas, although Council-
woman Geri M. Samuel said she
didn’t favor cutting money earmarked
for downtown development as much
as Mr. Rossi proposed.

Mr. Atkins will now have another
look at the budget, to see where
additional cuts can be made to meet
the council’s goal of a five percent
tax increase, with one point account-
ing for the LOSAP program.

The Township Manager noted that
Mr. Rossi’s proposals did not elimi-
nate any program or service or even
diminish a service.

Mr. Atkins said he hoped to have
additional ideas for spending cuts in
council members’ hands by the week-
end. Final decisions will be made at
next Tuesday’s conference meeting
and, it is hoped, the budget can for-
mally be introduced at the governing
body’s regular meeting of Tuesday,
March 26.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Budget

work cooperatively with all of the mem-
bers of the board. I will always have
love for the education of our students.
However, at this time in my life, it is
most important to my beloved wife and
I that we get to spend time with our five
children, their spouses and our 11
grandchildren.”

Dr. Sheldon has three sons, who live
in Connecticut, Maryland and South
Jersey, a daughter in Texas and another
daughter in Scotch Plains.

“We plan on doing quite a bit of
roaming around,” he said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Dr. Sheldon Article Omission
Is Clarified

Editor’s Note: The following
paragraphs were unintentionally
omitted from the end of a story
that appeared in last Thursday’s
edition about the March 5
Fanwood Borough Council
agenda meeting.

*  *  *  *  *
The Garden Club is looking to

relocate the fundraiser, due to
parking problems and conges-
tion in Scotch Plains, according
to Mrs. Farkas, who said that it
was “time to change with the
times.”

“We are not really getting
enough money back (from the
fundraiser) to do all the plantings.
Everyone (members) seems to
want to do it before Mother’s
Day. Because of the weather in
New Jersey, we don’t have much
choice,” commented Garden
Club member Pat Slein.

Mayor Louis Jung suggested
that the area around the Millen-
nium Clock, at the intersection
of South and Martine Avenues,
would be a good location for the
sale. It was the consensus of the
council to grant permission for
the plant sale to be held in the
borough.

state government this week in an
effort to combat the long drought.

In Central New Jersey, the restric-
tions are not as severe as elsewhere
in the state, but Mayor Marks said
outdoor watering in Scotch Plains
would be on an odd-even system,
where odd-numbered homes could
use water to wash cars, water lawns,
etc. on odd-numbered days. Even-
numbered homes would be able to do
so on even-numbered days.

Mayor Marks urged those wanting
further information to visit
www.njdrought.org.

At the start of its meeting, the
council honored a dozen or so mem-
bers of the local Girl Scouts and
Brownies, who led the council in
saluting the flag. The council also
passed a resolution congratulating
the Girl Scouts of the USA on the
90th anniversary of its founding.

The council’s next regular meeting
will be held on Tuesday, March 26.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Resolution

30th Annual Edition

This Is Westfield
Call the Spaceman to Reserve Your Ad Space

30th Annual Edition

This Is Westfield
Call 908.232.4407 or email: sales@goleader.com

The Deadline Is Approaching

stated he did not want to slow the
process down, but argued the num-
bers did not add up.

Mr. McNally said he agreed that
development incentive bonuses were
needed; however, he was worried
that there were not enough controls.

According to the downtown rede-
velopment plan document, develop-
ers may be awarded the maximum
gross density, in exchange for imple-
menting certain criteria, such as uti-
lizing traditional Victorian architec-
tural designs.

The maximum gross density, unit/
acre for apartment houses, is 16,
according to the document.

“We could end up with an apart-
ment house there, just like we fought
there on the corner,” Mr. McNally
said, referring to a developer’s un-
successful attempt several years ago
to build an apartment complex on the
Dean Oil site.

Mayor Jung responded, “abso-
lutely not!,” a statement with which
other members of the governing body
concurred.

“I just can’t reconcile the way
these things are put together. I don’t
know if anybody else has sat down
and studied all the maps behind this,”
Mr. McNally continued. “It’s going
to be just like our consultant, who
was supposed to give us the right
numbers on Forest (Road) Park…I
hope I am wrong.”

Another resident asked the coun-
cil if new businesses coming to the
downtown block would be two or
three tiered, and expressed concern
that overbuilding the area might cause
even more problems, due to addi-
tional traffic and parking needs. The
resident was told that building heights
could be either two or three stories.

“The parking is a very critical is-
sue; it is probably the driving force
behind what does and doesn’t hap-
pen on the block,” Mayor Jung re-
marked.

He explained to the public that the
document is to be used as guidelines
for developers. The council has full
control and it can reject or accept
bids submitted for developing the
property. Mayor Jung said officials
could still put a stop to the plan, or
amend it.

“This is a starting point,” Mr. Jung
explained.

The Blue Ribbon committee will
meet the first week of April and
proposals from developers may be
accepted as soon as May.

Borough Attorney Wilfred
Coronato, former Borough Attor-
ney and special counsel Dennis
Estis, and Richard Preiss, the plan-
ner who crafted the redevelopment
plan for the borough, are currently
drafting the RFQ document to be
submitted to the Borough Council
for approval.

Scotch Plains Pupils
Named to Dean’s List
At Univ. of Sciences

Regina Afful Qualifies
For Fall Dean’s Listing

SCOTCH PLAINS – Sister
Patricia A. Morris, Vice President
for Academic Affairs at Felician
College in Lodi and Rutherford,
has announced that Scotch Plains
resident Regina Afful has received
Dean’s List honors for the fall 2001
semester.
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Fanwood
Council

Milberger Researches Life,
Work of Journalist Sevareid
SCOTCH PLAINS – An interest

in journalism and World War II has
inspired Michael Milberger of
Scotch Plains, a Lafayette College
history major, to investigate Eric
Sevareid’s work as a radio corre-
spondent during the war for his
senior honors thesis.

Mr. Sevareid, a former national
correspondent for “The CBS
Evening News,” joined CBS as a
broadcast journalist to cover the
outbreak of the war in Europe in
1939.

“The general themes of my the-
sis include a character sketch of
Sevareid’s personality and talents,
the emergence and impact of radio
during the war, and how Sevareid’s
work reflected the brutal realities
of modern way against the politi-
cal and social backdrop of the time
period,” explained Eric.

The student said the project ex-
cites him because of the opportu-
nity to explore primary sources for
a topic on which little secondary
literature has been produced.

A psychology minor, Eric said
he was also intrigued by the idea of
focusing on one individual and try-

ing to piece together the kind of
person Mr. Sevareid was and how
his mind worked, “almost in a psy-
chological fashion.”

A graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, Eric is a
member of the varsity soccer team,
Phi Gamma Delta fraternity and
Phi Alpha Theta, the history aca-
demic honor society.

He wrote for the student newspa-
per, The Lafayette, last spring and
participated in Lafayette’s Alumni
Externship Program during the
January interim session between
regular semesters, shadowing Pe-
ter T. Holran, a 1987 Lafayette
graduate who is deputy general
manager of the full-service gov-
ernment relations firm, The Wexler
Group in Washington, D.C.

SCOTCH PLAINS –Scotch
Plains residents Jennifer Del
Roio and Sejal Dhanji Patel
have been placed on the
Dean’s List for the fall 2001
semester at the University of
the Sciences in Philadelphia,
Pa.

Jennifer is a doctor of phar-
macy student, while Sejal is a
physical therapy student.


