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BLUE DEVIL DECAMPO, RAIDER CONNELLY FALL ONE SHORT OF A.C.

Francavillas, Regenye, Coughlin Advance
To NJSIAA Wrestling State Tourney

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two Scotch Plains-Fanwood wres-
tlers – sophomore Derek Francavilla
(105-lbs) and senior Lucas
Francavilla (142-lbs) – and two Gov-
ernor Livingston matmen – senior
Jon Regenye (154-lbs) and Shawn
Coughlin (217-lbs) – advanced to
the NJSIAA state tournament in At-
lantic City on March 9-10. By losing

their bouts in the state pre-qualifying
round held in Union on March 5,
Westfield High School matman, jun-
ior Joe DeCampo (121-lbs), and
Raider sophomore Eric Connelly
(121-lbs) fell one victory short of
making the trip.

Due to winning the Region 3 title
Derek Francavilla automatically
qualified for the trip to A. C. and
received the seventh seed. Against
10th-seeded James Grant of St.
Mary’s (Rutherford), he was edged,
6-4. In the first round wrestleback,
Francavilla defeated Ryan
McCormick of Camden Catholic, 5-

1, then topped Nick Mattia of
Belleville, 4-2, to advance to the
third round. Next, Francavilla was
defeated, 15-5 by Nick Manochio of
Manalopan to finish in 7th/8th place.

In Union, DeCampo faced Anthony
Massina of Bloomfield and became
the victim of five double leg
takedowns to drop an 11-4 decision
in his bout.

DeCampo had a great run at the

end of the season, finishing third in
District 11, second in Region 3 and
missing the trip to A. C. by one bout.
At the beginning of the season, who
would have thought that he would
have done so well? “I didn’t know I
was. I just kept wrestling hard to see
what would happen,” answered
DeCampo.

As to his bout with Massina and
the five takedowns, he said, “I was a
little disappointed about my last
match. I couldn’t sprawl back on
him. He was really strong and that
was what hurt me.”

In a bout that may have been de-

cided as a matter of interpretation,
Connelly lost by overtime criteria
rideout decision to Corey Dunn of
Rutherford.

Connelly initiated a slick double
leg takedown in the first period. Af-
ter choosing to let Dunn escape in the
second period, Connelly added an-
other takedown but ceded a reversal
to carry a 4-3 lead into the third
period. Connelly escaped but Dunn
evened the score with a takedown,
Connelly escaped then took an 8-5
lead with another takedown. With 27
seconds left, Connelly released Dunn,
but with nine seconds left Dunn
scored a takedown to send the bout
into overtime.

After a standing overtime period,
the bout then was to be decided on a
30-second rideout. Connelly chose
down. If he escaped within the time
limit, he would advance to A. C. With
six seconds left, he stood up and got
behind Dunn with a tight waist. But
Dunn, with his arm behind his back,
still had a grip on Connelly’s head and
was awarded the trip to A. C.

“I thought, in the situation that it
was, it was a good call,” said Raider
Head Coach Dave Bello. “It was
Eric’s match to win. He had it won.
He didn’t have to go behind for the
reversal. He should have just pushed
away for the one. He had the oppor-
tunity to win. You can’t put a match
like that in the hands of an official.”

“It was a tough match. I thought I
had control in the first and second
periods. I flicked it away in the third
period. I was relaxing a lot,” ex-
plained Connelly, who finished with
a 25-9 record. “In the second over-
time, I knew I had to get out. I got
behind, he had me hooked and, I
guess, I didn’t get one. I definitely
thought I was out and went for the
two. I should have just pushed away.”

In Union, Raider Lucas Francavilla
had a battle of nerves with Dave
D’Elia of Belleville in his 142-lb.
bout and also sent the bout into over-
time tied 1-1. Thirty-eight seconds
later, Francavilla nailed a duck un-
der to a double leg takedown to earn
the trip south.

“It was the same thing the whole
match. He wasn’t going in on me. I
wasn’t worried too much about los-
ing the match, just how I was going
to score,” explained Francavilla. “I
really didn’t want the match to go
into double overtime because he
would had the choice to take bottom
and that would have placed me in a
bad position. I got a good position
and the duck was there.”

Francavilla lost his pre-quarterfinal
bout with Mark Cartella of Clearview
then ended his quest for placement
with a 6-1 loss to Tyler Tisdale of
Washington.

THE YOUTH OF 2001 WILL BE 2003’S TOP VETERANS

Blue Devil Boys Are Emerging
To Be State’s Top Swim Team

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Last year, a very young Westfield
High School boys’ swimming team
finished 10-6, but all six losses were
to teams ranked in the top 10. The
last time the Blue Devils had six
losses was in 1983 when they also
finished 10-6; however, the 2001 team
was more successful with the final

loss coming on February 27, in the
NJSIAA Public A Division finals
against Cherry Hill East.

At that time, according to Blue
Devil Coach Bruce Johnson,
“Westfield has the best sophomore
and freshman classes in the state.”

He was right! This year, the Blue
Devils finished 14-3 and all three
losses were to the top-three catholic

schools – St. Joseph, CBA and Bergen
Catholic. Arguably, the Blue Devils
swam the toughest schedule in state.
In addition to the “big three”,
Westfield competed against
Vineland, Vernon, Bridgewater,
Shawnee, Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
East Brunswick and Plainfield (only
two losses) and 14-2 Livingston.

“This was a very, very deep team.
Our third swimmer was often equal
or better to the other team’s number
two swimmer,” said Johnson. “We
didn’t win meets by winning races.
In the state semifinal verse Vernon,
we won four of 11 events and won
97-73. In the state final verse
Vineland, we won three of 11 events
and won 88-82. That’s seven firsts in
22 events. But we also took almost
no ‘zeroes’ – sixth in individual
events, fourth in relays.”

By winning the Public A title this
year, the Blue Devils now have 18
state championships, one behind
Trenton’s all-time record.

“That alone should be enough to

JACKIE CUSIMANO SETS THREE WHS CAREER MARKS

Frustrating Opener Dictated
Lady Devils’ Hoop Season
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Some years are good, some are
super good, some are fair and some
are not so good. Unfortunately, this
was the year for the Westfield High
School girls’ basketball team to suf-
fer the latter. The Blue Devils fin-
ished with a 3-14 record and were
outscored, 1,115-804.

Westfield’s three victories came at

the hands of Highland Park (56-37)
on December 20, St. Peter’s (64-21)
on December 28 and Newark East
Side (52-50) on January 19. The
Blue Devils’ upsetting season seemed
to be dictated from the start with a
heartbreaking 53-46 loss to Harrison
on opening day.

The Blue Devils featured four se-
niors on their starting five – Dana
Passananti, Nicole Infantino, Suanne

Hutchinson and Jackie Cusimano.
Also starting the majority of the time
was junior Lisa Venezia.

Passananti was second on the team
in scoring with 166 points (8.3 aver-
age) and proved to be quite danger-
ous from 3-point range, netting 22 in
85 attempts. Her high game of 16
points came against Plainfield on
January 24. She hit 16-28 (57.1 per-
cent) from the charity line, had 32
assists – second on the team – and 21
steals.

Infantino’s strength was under the
boards where she pulled down 51
offensive and 74 defensive rebounds
for a 125 total – second on the team.
Of the starting five, however, she had
the best free throw percentage at
58.1 – 25-43). Infantino also led the
team in blocked shots with 24, had
21 steals and totaled 81 points. Her
game high was 13 points against St.
Peter’s.

From her point guard position,
Hutchinson was second on the team
with 33 thefts (steals), had 36 re-
bounds, 20 assists and two blocked
shots. Offensively, she was 8-18 from
the free throw line and totaled 28
points.

Venezia was the top Blue Devil in
rebounds with 129 – 79 defensive
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By STEVEN KRAKAUER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In 1977, the boys’ basketball team
from Westfield High School recorded
14 victories. Since then, 14 wins
seemed as unobtainable as a half-
court shot buzzer-beater.

Then, came this season. This was
“The Year.”

The Westfield Blue Devils finished
with an above average record of 16-
9, finishing fourth in the difficult
Watchung Conference.

Co-captain Dan DeSerio, who
scored a whooping 570 points during
the season, averaging 23.7 points per
game, led the Blue Devils, both physi-
cally and mentally. He also managed
285 rebounds, or 11.9 rebounds per
game.

He was tied for second on the team
in steals (28) and ranked fourth on
the team in assists (58). On top of
that, he led the team in blocks, with
32. His field goal percentage was the
best out of all starters, a 57 percent
mark. Also out of the starters, he
ranked last in turnovers, with 34.
DeSerio found his way to the free-
throw line 174 times, more than all
other starters combined.

Those 570 points gave DeSerio
more than 900 points for his career
with Westfield, a remarkable num-
ber considering he was only a two
and a half year starter.

“We pretty much did what we
wanted to this year. We wanted to
make states and we accomplished
that,” said DeSerio.

As DeSerio pointed out, the Blue
Devils reached the state tournament
for the first time since before Coach
Kevin Everly took over as head coach
in the early 90s. They went on to win
their first game, against Union, but
fell in the second round to
Morristown.

“There (were) definitely some
upsides to our year. We beat a couple
of good teams,” said senior Jay Cook.

Cook was referring to an early
season victory over the Linden Ti-
gers, who were ranked in the Star-
Ledger top 20 at the time. Also a big
victory for the Blue Devils was a
convincing win over the Irvington
Blue Knights, by a 73-62 margin.

The Blue Devils began their sea-
son with streaks of perfection, play-
ing tough defense and offense for all
four quarters. Their record showed
the strong performance, as they be-
gan the year 10-1.

But at the middle of the season, the
Blue Devils began to hit roadblocks
as they faced more competitive teams.

They fell to Elizabeth, Newark
Eastside and Plainfield in a two-
week period. Both Elizabeth and
Eastside were ranked in the top-5
teams in the state, but Westfield held
the lead to as close as four points up
until the fourth quarter against both
teams.

Cook contributed greatly to the
team’s success throughout the year,
as he totaled 307 points (13.9 per
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908-322-6405

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
  Repairs • Gutters

C O M P A N Y

OWEN BRAND

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local (908) 789-2730
            Toll Free (888) 489-9680
                         Pager (908) 535-8244
                                      obrand@ivymortgage.com

Licenced Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing lender

Westfield Baseball League

SPRING TRYOUTS
Major & Pony Leagues Only

 Major: (All Tryouts at Tamaques Field #1)

12’s (All) Sat, March  9 & 16 
11’s (Last Name A-M) Sat, March  9 & 16 
11’s (Last Name N-Z) Sat, March  9 & 16 
10’s (All) Sat, March  9 & 16 

 Pony: (All Tryouts at Tamaques Field #2)

15’s & 16’s (All) Sat, March  9 & 16
13’s & 14’s (All) Sat, March  9 & 16 

Age
Group When

Tryouts are required for competitive, spring in-town leagues. You must be
registered with the WBL prior to tryouts. If you wish to be considered, you
are encouraged to attend both tryout dates. If that is impossible, you will still
be considered, but your tryout evaluation will be limited to only one
opportunity. Please bring your glove and bat.

Check the schedule carefully for the correct time and Good luck to all!

MAJORS
Kevin Scanlon – 232-6880

Questions or for more information:
PONYS

Brad Chananie – 233-4227
In case of inclement weather call the WBL message center for Information 233-4767

Major: (All Tryouts at Gumpert Field #2)
6th Grade / 12’s (All)  Sat, March 9 & 16:  1:30 PM - 3:30 PM
5th  Grade / 11’s (Last Name A-M) Saturday, March 9 & 16:  9:30 AM - 11:30 AM
5th Grade / 11’s (Last Name N-Z) Saturday, March 9 & 16: 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM
4th Grade / 10’s (All) Saturday, March 9 & 16: 8:30 AM - 9:30 AM

Pony:  (14’s Tryout at Tamaques Field #2, 13’s Tryout at Tamques Field #4)
8th Grade / 14’s  (All)  Saturday, March 9 & 16: 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM
7th Grade / 13’s  (All) Saturday, March 9 & 16: 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM

* see below.

233-4767

In case of inclement weather, tryouts will be held on March 10 & 17, same
time & places.

7th & 8th grade Pony League games will be played on Sundays.  All 7th graders
who make the Pony League team will be required to play in the University
Leaque as well as the Pony’s.

A maximum of only six 4th Grade / 10 year olds may be selected to play in the
major leagues.

RAIDER SOCCER CAMP
PRESENTS

Spring 2002 Mini Camp
at

     Scotch Plains Fanwood
   High School

March 26 - 28 • 9:00-12:00

Director
Tom Breznitsky

SP-FHS
Boys’ Varsity Coach

Home of the
7 time

NJ State Champion
Boys’ Soccer Team

(908) 322-6102

Call For Summer Camp Brochure

“Tactics and Techniques”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BREAKING FOUR WHS RECORDS...Senior Jackie Cusimano, No. 33, set
three all-time career Westfield High School records – assists (154), steals (146) and
3-pointers (88) – and one all-time WHS season record – seven 3-pointers in a game.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Blue Devil junior Vince Shen

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NEARLY MAKING IT TO ATLANTIC CITY...Blue Devil Joe DeCampo, top,
fell one victory short of making the trip to Atlantic City by losing, 11-4, to
Anthony Massina of Bloomfield.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING IT TO ATLANTIC CITY...Raider Lucas Francavilla, right, scored
a takedown in overtime to defeat 142-lb. Dave D’Elia of Belleville, 3-1, and to
advance to the state tournament in Atlantic City.

Blue Devil Boy Cagers Post
Best Season in 24 Years


