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Diction Deception

Letters to the Editor

A frustrated adult daughter
writes:

Several months ago, I read a letter
written to Ann Landers in which a
woman wrote that her mother had
always been critical of her and that she
accidentally overheard, on the tele-
phone, that her mother was talking
very negatively about her to an aunt.
Ann Landers advised that she should
“find a way to rise above the bad times
of the past and let her mother know she
wants a better relationship.”

This happened to me too, and I am
also tired of my mother’s abuse. I
don’t go along with Ann Landers and
I want to assert myself now and
demand that my mother respect me.
Is this reasonable?

Answer: The question to which
you refer appeared in the October 23,
2001 column. I would recommend
that you tell mother — not angrily
demanding it — that she must be-
have respectfully toward you, even
though she may not agree with some
of your opinions, etc. I would further
tell her that you do not appreciate,
nor want her to talk negatively, be-
hind your back.

Hopefully, she will agree to be
decent. If she is unable to respect
your wishes, you may want to dis-
tance yourself from her a bit. This
will acknowledge 1) you will not
take abuse and you will protect your-
self from her and, 2) she will lose the
communication with her daughter
who wants (once and for all) to be
accepted as a person in her own right.
Go for it!

A frustrated adult daughter
writes: My father died six months
ago. After what I thought was a brief
mourning period, my mother has
begun dating (she met someone in a
support group for middle age singles),
has set up an appointment to have a
nose job, and has become a flaming
redhead. I thought my parents were
happily married; I feel she should be
more respectful and wait for a longer
period of time before dating. What’s

wrong with her old nose and graying
hair? Am I too judgmental?

Answer: Probably. At times it is
difficult for a child, of any age, to
feel comfortable when a parent seeks
a new relationship after the spouse’s
death. The child feels that the parent
should remember the memory by
being faithful: relate to family and
friends, watch TV, mourn quietly.
Each of us mourns differently. Who
is to say what is appropriate or inap-
propriate?

Your mother’s desire to date, etc.
may be a compliment to the fact that
her marriage was good and she wants
to, once again, enjoy life. She wants
to look younger or prettier by having
cosmetic surgery, etc. So what? Why
not enjoy her lifestyle and let her
enjoy it without sitting in judgment?
She’s entitled to it and I would hope
that her happiness will bring you
happiness.

A future bride writes: I am get-
ting married in June and I’m looking
for a song that my future husband
and I can dance to as our wedding
song. I don’t want a gooey lovey-
dovey song. I want something with
substance, which focuses on the true
closeness of a lifetime relationship
which endures through thick and thin.
Since you are a music lover, can you
recommend such a song?

Answer: Please listen to Bruce
Springsteen’s “If I Should Fall Be-
hind.” The first of four verses: “We
said we’d walk together, baby, come
what may, that come the twilight
should we lose our way, If as we’re
walking a hand should slip free, I’ll
wait for you and if I should fall
behind, Wait for me....

The last of the four verses: “Now
there’s a beautiful river in the valley
ahead, there ’neath the oak’s bough
soon we will be wed, Should we lose
each other in the shadow of the
evening trees, I’ll wait for you, And
should I fall behind, wait for me,
Darlin’ I’ll wait for you, Should I fall
behind, wait for me.”
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By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Daughter Seeks Mother’s Respect;
Mourning Takes Different Forms

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Rebeck – An old woman; a hag
2. Quirt – A riding whip
3. Lansquescent – Growing tired
4. Cruentate – Smeared with blood

PERCOID
1. A fish of the perch family
2. Very perceptive, discerning
3. Elliptical
4. Nearsighted, myopia

PERERRATION
1. Acting in a paternal or fatherly

manner
2. Stammering. Speech defect
3. Difficulty in the pronunciation of

the letter “r”
4. A wandering or rambling through

various places
PUPELO

1. Cider brandy
2. Pertaining to the inner ear
3. An outer covering of a body or plant
4. An early stage or beginning

CLINAMEN
1. A kind of Persian tobacco
2. Feeling little or no concern; apa-

thetic
3. A curve, turn, or bend
4. Suitable; proper
Answers will appear in next week’s

issue.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Marshall Nelson vs. Joseph Santiago
Contrasts in Character of Top Cops

Scotch Plains officials deserve praise for their
elevation of Marshall Nelson to Chief of the Police
Department. The 30-year veteran is also the township’s
first African-American police chief, and it is clearly
evident that the African-American community in
Scotch Plains is taking great pride in Chief Nelson’s
achievement.

Over the past decade, there have been a number of
occasions for the Township Council’s chambers to
be filled — hearings on property taxes or other
contentious issues, ceremonies honoring school-
children or township officials, or the swearing-in of
new council members — but no crowd compared to
the one on Tuesday night, February 26, when all of
the 100 or so seats were filled with Chief Nelson’s
family, friends and colleagues, along with other
well-wishers and residents. Several dozen others
were forced to stand along the walls, in doorways
and out in the hallways. It was heartening to see a
local official welcomed by a proud public in such a
joyous way.

Certainly, the African-American community, which
makes up about 15 percent of Scotch Plains’ popula-
tion, has every right to cheer the achievement of one
of its own, but so, too, do all township residents.

As was noted several times last week, Chief
Nelson’s promotion was made because he was truly
the most qualified person to succeed Thomas O’Brien.
It wasn’t simply an “affirmative action” move, but
rather, as Mayor Martin L. Marks put it, that the
township “took an affirmative action” in moving the
best-suited person to the top police post. Marshall
Nelson is the most qualified and has earned his new
position.

He faces a number of challenges, one of which is,
as he noted, fostering the police department’s future
leaders. The 45-member squad is a relatively young
one. In the past month, the department has lost two
of its top veterans — Chief O’Brien and Captain
Joseph Protasiewicz — to retirement, and a few
others left the force earlier.

Chief Nelson also has to deal with the racial
discrimination lawsuit filed against him by four
white police officers, that alleges Mr. Nelson wrongly

disciplined the officers after a traffic stop involving
four black men. We’d hope this matter can be re-
solved sooner rather than later.

We’d second the remarks made last week by the
Reverend Kelmo Porter, Pastor of St. John’s Baptist
Church in Scotch Plains, who expressed his belief
that Chief Nelson will be the police chief for every-
one in Scotch Plains. The African-American com-
munity, he said, should not expect special favors
from the new chief and the white population, he said,
should refrain from being overly critical. Those are
sentiments we agree with as Marshall Nelson starts
his new job.

In contrast to Scotch Plains, the proposed Superin-
tendent of the New Jersey State Police has a rap sheet
so long, if he applied to become a State Trooper, he
probably wouldn’t qualify. Joseph Santiago was
head of the Newark Police Department from 1996
until a few months ago. Granted, he managed to
increase police response time by putting more police
on the streets, and crime was reduced by 14 percent
in his first year as chief. However, his convictions
include a simple assault and a disorderly persons
offense from when he burst into the Essex County
Jail Annex and punched a guard.

He was accused of attempting to intimidate wit-
nesses in 1999, which was videotaped. He also
avoided paying taxes for an “off the books” security
firm he had. He ended up filing for bankruptcy
because of it. Is this the best cop we can find?

On Monday, the State Judiciary Committee, com-
prised of 10 state senators, endorsed Santiago to head
up the New Jersey State Police in a 7-2 vote. Repub-
licans Richard H. Bagger (District 21) and John
Mateussen (District 4) were the only naysayers. One
must give credit where credit is due; these two state
senators kept their consciences to do what is best for
New Jersey, and listened to the representatives for the
State Troopers.

Let’s just hope the rest of the Senate is paying
attention when they cast their votes on Thursday.
More than likely, the vote will be like many to come
in the future at the state and federal level  strictly in
accord with party lines.

St. Patrick’s Parade
On Tap for March 16

AREA – The Union County Saint
Patrick’s Day Parade will be held
on Saturday, March 16, and in-
cludes several events leading up to
the parade.

A Mass will be held at 9 a.m. at
Saint Patrick’s Roman Catholic
Church on Court Street in Eliza-
beth.

Grandstand events will begin at
noon at the intersection of Morris
and Stuyvesant Avenues in Union.

The parade, beginning at 1 p.m.
on Morris Avenue, will feature
Grand Marshal Marilyn Ryan.
Parking will be available for all
events.

Editor’s Note:

They’re Good For
The Hoops Game
A special thanks goes to the

Westfield businesses who supported
the charity basketball game between
the police and the fire departments last
Friday: Michael Kohn Jewelers, Moto
Photo, Ferraro’s, Celtic Imports,
Randall’s Shoes, Bad Hair Salon, Cel-
lular Signal Plus, Brick Oven,
Theresa’s, Bovella’s, Boogie’s Tick-
ets and Unlimited Communications.

Westfield Police Chief Expresses
Pride in Caring Townspeople

Working for the Town of Westfield
for the past 28 years as a police officer,
and up through the ranks and now as
Chief of the department, I have seen
firsthand the greatness of this town.

That was clearly evident this past
Friday night, when family members,
friends, business people and caring citi-
zens of Westfield came out to show their
support for a few of our own.

Members of the Westfield Police De-
partment and the Westfield Fire Depart-
ment organized a charity basketball game
to raise money to help support the fami-
lies of our Westfield residents who per-
ished at the World Trade Center.

I would like to commend the members
of the police and fire departments, who
gave of their time to organize, partici-
pate, sell tickets and work at the refresh-
ment stand.

I would like to say thank you to those
members of our community; without
them, this evening would not have been
a success; to the businesses who donated
their time, food and raffle prizes to help
us raise as much money as possible, and
to the hundreds of citizens who came out
and donated their money and showed
their support.

A special thanks should be extended
to the Westfield High School television
crew for their fine production and all
their hard work.

Standing on the court and looking
around the Westfield High School gym
and seeing the stands packed with sup-
porters touched me. I know it touched
those family members who were in at-
tendance.

In times of tragedy, the greatness in
people and in a community seems to
come out. In my years as a police officer,
I have witnessed much tragedy, but prob-
ably none on the scale of what we have

dealt with these past few months.
As your Police Chief, I am proud of

the members of the Westfield Police and
Fire Departments for their continuing
efforts to reach out to our Westfield
families and let them know that we care
and we will never forget them. I am
equally as proud of the citizens and
businesses of this community who never
fail to give their support. It is an honor to
serve you. Thank you.

Chief Bernard F. Tracy
Westfield

Westfield/Mountainside Ministerium
Supports Process to Resolve Temple Parking

The Westfield/Mountainside
Ministerium Associates supports the
process to resolve the parking lot issue
now underway between Temple Emanu-
El and its neighbors. We hope for and
believe that the good will demonstrated
by the Temple and the leadership of the
citizens group, UNITE, will lead to an
equitable resolution to this issue.

Further, we applaud the open dia-
logue initiated by the Temple and UNITE.
We fully understand the environmental
and residential concerns that UNITE has
communicated. At the same time, we
assert that Temple Emanu-El has sig-
nificantly served and positively impacted
families of this region for decades. We
support their intentions to improve upon
their ability to serve their congregants.

Change within our community is in-

evitable; similarly, the numerical and
spiritual growth experienced in a con-
gregation is positive change. We sup-
port and commend such positive change.
We trust that the dialogue will lead to an
understanding of the needs of all con-
cerned and we hope for a change in
attitude among those who are fearful.

The Westfield/Mountainside
Ministerium Associates is composed of
people in the religious and human ser-
vices professions. We gather for the
purpose of encouraging and informing
one another; we focus on spiritual nur-
ture, networking, and informing our-
selves about community issues.

The Members of the Westfield/
Mountainside Ministerium

Associates

What is the Public’s Interest
In Ward Commission Suit?

The February 28 issue included a re-
port on the Westfield Town Council
meeting of February 26, 2002, and every
time I read another account of the ward
suit, I end up scratching my head.

Councilman Goldman was quoted in
The Westfield Leader’s most recent ac-
count as stating “(t)he town’s participa-
tion was limited to intervening as a
matter of public interest.”

Mr. Goldman is undoubtedly correct.
However, what is the public’s interest?
Has it ever been articulated? And how is
our attorney evaluating the impact of
potential settlement on the public inter-
est, when that public interest has neither
been formulated nor, apparently, com-
municated to him?

And who gets to decide what is in the
public’s interest in this case? The Ward

Commission was established to try to get
the town’s political forces and elected
officials out of the equation entirely. And
yet, through this suit, both of the town’s
political machines and its elected offi-
cials have interjected themselves back
into the process. No matter what the
personal feelings of the councilmen are,
and I’m sure they are all genuine, as a
council, how can they not have a conflict?

Certainly any council member poten-
tially affected by the outcome of the
decision (all of them) has something to
gain and something to lose politically
and, as such, it is difficult to imagine
them formulating policy. I would like to
see these issues discussed.

Michael H. Teschner
Westfield

Local Budgets Need To
Recognize Spending Reality

Governor James McGreevey has sent the word out;
 control spending, live within your means. Our state
senators and members of the state assembly are
wrestling with the big picture:  the budget, grants and
state aid to local boards of education and municipal
governments.

Senator Joseph Suliga expressed some of his
thoughts to this newspaper that local entities must
alter their concept of budgeting, in that they must
determine the cost to conduct their work, not budgets
based on how much money they think they can get.
Assemblywoman Linda Stender said it’s like what
everyone must do with their household budget  deter-
mine their needs and match it to how much money
they have.

This seems like common sense to us. Most local

entities may have difficulty with this concept, as it
hasn’t been their modus operandi in the past. Prop-
erty taxes have reached their limit. That’s our view.

It should be reasonably painless to adjust to these
realities if self interests can be put aside in favor of
the overall common good. The questions we have
are, “Who will be the first to take the big step so that
others will follow? Will it be those of public educa-
tion, those of towns, those within the county, those
expecting grants or those looking for multiple park-
ing decks? Has a government or education budget
ever gone down?”

If voluntary efforts aren’t taken now to adjust to
revenue expectations and tax limitations, then mat-
ters will be forced by actuality  with more difficult
consequences. Let’s follow the Governor’s lead.

Fanwood Environmental Comm.
Asks For Community Feedback

The Fanwood Environmental Com-
mission would appreciate the
community’s comments concerning a
proposal that will create a passive park
at Midway Circle, which is Borough
property. If you don’t know where the
property is, it’s because there are no road
signs to identify it. It’s only identified on
Borough Tax Maps. The property is lo-
cated in the center of the block formed
by Martine Avenue, Midway Avenue,
Paterson Road and Russell Road. The 1+
acre piece of property is accessed through
the 50 foot wide Midway Circle right-of-
way, which is located between house
numbers 112 &124 Russell Road. It looks
like a private driveway. The existing
hedgerow is in the right of way. A small
sign (“Midway Circle Park”) will be

placed in front of the hedgerow, and will
direct people to walk down the gravel
driveway to the edge of the woods. At
this point another small sign will direct
people to a wood chip path. After walk-
ing about 150 feet along the path you
will arrive at a circular wood chip area
with benches.

Debris will be removed from the area.
All the work will be done by volunteers,
and the total cost will be a few hundred
dollars.

Please send any comments to the
Fanwood Environmental Commission
at 75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood,
N.J. 07023.

Dean Talcott, Chairman
Fanwood Environmental

Commission

Stamp Show Features
Diverse Collections
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Stamp Club held its annual show and
exhibition on February 23 in the
Community Room of the Westfield
Municipal Building.

The show featured nine stamp deal-
ers selling a wide variety of phila-
telic material and a special youth
area where youngsters could obtain
free stamps, supplies, and help with
their collections.

Club members also displayed nine
competitive exhibits, totaling 480
pages of specially selected items from
their collections. The Grand Award
was won by Westfield resident Henry
Laessig, for his exhibit of Croatian
postal history.

The show featured a special Court
of Honor exhibit devoted to Martha
Washington on United States stamps
by Dr. William Rader, who traveled
from Montana to display this na-
tional award-winning work.

Martha Washington was the first
United States woman to be pictured
on a stamp, which was issued 100
years ago.

The Westfield Stamp Club meets
on the fourth Tuesday of each month
at 8 p.m. in the Community Room.
To obtain information about the club
and a schedule of upcoming events,
please call Henry Laessig at (908)
232-8248.


