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Scotch Plains, Fanwood Libraries’
‘Book Beat’ to Go On All Summer
A cooperative effort between the

schools and the libraries of Fanwood
and Scotch Plains will not only en-
able students from the towns’ shared
public school district to keep up with
their summer reading requirements,
but will also feature summer ses-
sions of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s lunchtime Book Beat dis-
cussion groups.

Both the Fanwood Memorial Li-
brary and the Scotch Plains Public

Library will make the lists of sum-
mer reading options for all grade
levels available to students, along
with multiple copies of many of the
titles, designated display areas and
book discussion groups that will meet
throughout the summer.

At the high school level, students
will select summer reading options
from a list of 10 authors per grade
level, with each grade having its own
theme. They are as follows: Grade 9
– Genres; Grade 10 – American Au-
thors; Grade 11 – British Authors,
and Grade 12 – World Literature.

The High School Reading List will
be available at both libraries and is

currently accessible online at
www.spfk12.org/sp-f_sum_rdg_hs.htm.

For elementary and middle school
students, the suggested reading lists
from last year have been revised.
This summer’s reading initiatives and
materials are available at both librar-
ies and are on the school district’s
website, www.spfk12.org.

All students, friends and commu-
nity members are invited to participate
in the “Book Beat” book discussion
groups at the libraries this summer.

For each of the four titles selected,
there will be a Tuesday session from
5:30 to 7 p.m. at the Fanwood Li-

111110.0.0.0.0. Director of Special Ser-
vices – Timothy Hamway -
$110,250.

9. 9.  9.  9.  9.  Principal Park Middle
School – Rocco Collucci -
$110,405.

8. 8. 8. 8. 8. Principal Brunner School –
Jodi Frank - $112,368.

7.7.7.7.7. Principal Coles School –
Deborah Evans - $114,582.

6. 6. 6. 6. 6. Principal School One – Jef-
frey Grysko - $115,701.

5. 5. 5. 5. 5. Principal Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School – David
Heisey - $117,477.

4. 4. 4. 4. 4. Principal McGinn School –
Mariana Cassidy - $123,617.

3.3.3.3.3. Principal Terrill Middle
School – John Foulks - $130,998.

2.2.2.2.2. School Business Adminis-
trator/Board Secretary – Anthony
Del Sordi - $136,931.

1. 1. 1. 1. 1. Superintendent of Schools
– Carol Choye - $170,900.
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111110.0.0.0.0. Principal Edison Interme-
diate School – Cheryl O’Brien –
102,554.

9.9.9.9.9. Principal Franklin Elemen-
tary School – Dr. Mary Fleck –
$103,630.

Principal Wilson Elementary
School –Andrew Perry – $103,630.

8.8.8.8.8. Assistant Superintendent Hu-
man Resources – Dr. Margaret
Dolan – $110,500.

7.7.7.7.7. Director of Guidance for grades
K – 12 – Dr. Cas Jakubik - $112,193.

6.6.6.6.6. Principal Roosevelt Interme-
diate School – Ken Shulack -
$114,069.

5.5.5.5.5.  Business Administrator/
Board Secretary – Robert Berman
– $118,562.

4. Assistant Superintendent Stu-
dent Personnel Services – Theodore
Kozlik – $124,800.

3. Assistant Superintendent Cur-
riculum and Instruction – Janie
Edmonds – $124,800.

2.2.2.2.2. Principal Westfield High
School – Dr. Robert Petix –
$134,865.

1.1.1.1.1. Superintendent Westfield
Schools – Dr. William Foley –
$143,257.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Scotch Plains Council Opts Not to Introduce
Controversial  Underage Drinking Ordinance

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil will not introduce an ordinance
aimed at curbing underage alcohol
consumption, Mayor Martin Marks
said on Tuesday night, and will table
the proposal “indefinitely.”

The announcement, made at the
start of the council’s regular meet-
ing, followed five hours of public
input at the council’s previous two
meetings. Mayor Marks said that,
while there are some
“misperceptions” about the ordi-
nance regarding a perceived expan-
sion of police powers on private prop-
erty, there were also “valid concerns”
expressed by residents about the po-
tential effectiveness of the ordinance.

Mayor Marks said those who op-
posed the ordinance “appear to pre-
dominate in our community. This
predominating sentiment cannot be
ignored.”

He noted that, in addition to the
public comments at the council’s
June 11 and May 28 meetings, mem-
bers of the governing body had also
received opinions via telephone, e-
mail and face-to-face meetings.

Reading a statement on behalf of
the entire council, the Mayor said the
extensive public discussion of the
proposal, which would have given

local police the right to enter a pri-
vate residence where underage per-
sons were consuming  alcoholic bev-
erages, had been “helpful” for two
reasons.

“Our commu-
nity exemplified
the First Amend-
ment to the Con-
stitution” and the
people’s right to
petition their
g ov e r n m e n t ,
said Mr. Marks.
He said the dis-
cussion had also
“sent a clear
message to our community and be-
yond that underage drinking is a
problem.”

The council also applauded the
efforts of those playing an active role
in curbing underage drinking and
also saluted those residents who spoke
on the issue, with Mayor Marks call-
ing the citizen involvement “a very
positive reflection on our entire com-
munity.”

The Mayor said that, while the
council will not preclude the possi-
bility of future further legislative
actions, it will, in the meantime,
work with the local board of educa-
tion and local organizations on pro-
grams related to the underage drink-

ing issue.
He added the government will

monitor other towns in New Jersey
that have enacted similar ordinances
to see what their experiences are in

enforcing the ordi-
nances.

After the meet-
ing, Cathy
Cvetovich, coordi-
nator for the local
Municipal Alliance
Committee, a sub-
stance abuse pre-
vention group that
had been a major
supporter of the

proposed ordinance, told The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood that she
was gratified that the public was
educated about the problem of un-
derage drinking and was “grateful
that the council did give us the op-
portunity” to discuss the issue.

In other business at its meeting on
Tuesday night, the council approved
a $1.5 million bond ordinance to be
used toward road and storm water
drainage improvement, as well as a
$950,000 bond ordinance to finance

improvements to Jerseyland, Farley
and Kramer Manor parks as well as
construction of a new township-
owned park on Plainfield Avenue.

The council also approved a reso-
lution appointing Jersey Professional
Management to perform an open
space inventory in Scotch Plains.

Mayor Marks said, “We’re always
Those who opposed the or-

dinance “appear to predomi-
nate in our community. This
predominating sentiment can-
not be ignored.”

- Mayor Martin Marks

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
FILLED WITH HOPES, DREAMS…Last Wednesday evening, members of the Class of 2002 at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School anxiously awaited the receipt of their diplomas from school administrators.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
FRIENDS FOREVER…Following the commencement exercises, graduates
posed for keepsake photographs. Pictured, left to right, are: Jill Koscielecki,
Angelica D’Annunzio, Kelly LaForge and Jayme Ferraro.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
PROUD GRADUATE…Scotch Plains
resident Matthew Bartiromo walks
across the stage with his diploma dur-
ing the graduation exercises. He will
attend the University of Rhode Island.
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Polidore Denied Early
Release From Prison

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Former Scotch Plains Treasurer
William Polidore’s request for early
release from his prison sentence for
embezzlement was denied by a two-
judge panel last week.

Township Attorney Douglas W.
Hansen and Township Manager Tho-
mas E. Atkins appeared and spoke at
the 90-minute ISP (Intensive Super-
visory Parole) hearing in the Mercer
County Courthouse on June 20. An

ISP hearing is available for those
sentenced for non-violent crimes and
who have no prior criminal record.

Mr. Polidore, who was sentenced
in January to five years in prison for
embezzling more than $300,000 in
township funds, was seeking an early
release from the Southern State Prison
in Cumberland County.

Besides Mr. Hansen and Mr.
Atkins, testimony was also provided
by Mr. Polidore and members of his

President Speaks on Security,
U.S. Honor During Area Visit

The Coolest Thing A
Reporter Got to Do

By BILL SHEPPARD
Specially Written for The Times

President George W. Bush visited
Port Elizabeth on Monday, where he

spoke on port security and then par-
ticipated in a fundraiser in support of
Congressman Mike Ferguson at the
Sheraton Newark Airport.

Several hundred people packed the
Sheraton for the event with the Presi-
dent and Congressman Ferguson. The
crowd comprised a “Who’s Who” of
state and local Republican leader-
ship, plus police chiefs and fire chiefs
from the area.

Many from Fanwood, Scotch
Plains, Westfield, Mountainside and
Union County were present to hear
the President praise Congressman
Ferguson of New Jersey’s Seventh
District in the United States House
of Representatives.

Mayor Louis Jung and former
Mayor Theodore Trumpp of Fanwood
attended, along with Freeholder can-

didates Councilman Joel Whitaker,
Elyse Medved and Anira Clericuzio.

Mayor Martin Marks and former
Mayor Joan Papen of Scotch Plains
were also in the crowd, along with
Scotch Plains Republican Commit-
tee Chairman William F. McClintock.

Other attendees included
Mountainside Mayor Robert
Viglianti, past Mayor Allen Chin of
Westfield and his wife, Mary, and
Union County Republican Chairman
Ron Frigerio and his wife, Janet.

Typical of comments from the
crowd, Janet Frigerio told The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood that she
was impressed with President Bush,
saying he “seemed like a regular
guy.”

Congressman Ferguson told The

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

Members of the press had to arrive
before 7:30 a.m. so that they could
check in with White House Staff and
receive special identification for the
event. They were then checked with
hand held metal detectors and their
personal belongings and photo equip-
ment were thoroughly inspected by
security and bomb sniffing dogs.

Secret Service and security scur-
ried around the airport. The New
Jersey State Police and Port Author-
ity helicopters circled the air for
three hours before the President’s
arrival. Snipers and members of the
swat team patrolled nearby roofs.

Air Force One flies silently; it
landed with loud engines whirring.
Though the press was kept less than
100 feet from the President and Air
Force One for security purposes, it
only seemed to make it more impres-
sive for those present.

The sheer enormity of the plane,
as it is a 747 stretch, triple-decker, is
overwhelmingly impressive. The
bright blue paint makes the gold of
the presidential seal stand out.

As the stairway approaches the door
for the President and other dignitar-
ies, a back door opens on the lower
level, and stairs unfold. One would
assume this was for the baggage, but
it is, instead, the White House Press
Corp’s entrance and exit.

Multiple dignitaries, such as Tom
Ridge and Christie Whitman, disem-
barked from the upper door, while
the press waited with cameras in
hand for the President.

President Bush and Congressman
Furgeson exited the plane together.
They stood at the top of the stairs
waving to the crowd.

On the ground, the two identical
limousines had seemingly appeared
from nowhere, one directly at the
base of the stairwell.

The President descended the stairs,
quickly greeted some honored guests,
and was whisked off in the 16 plus
vehicle motorcade. Members of the
White House Press Corp, as well as
the members of the “pool press” had
to ran to the awaiting vans.

The rest of the press was left to
stare in awe of Air Force One. Those
who had never seen it before were
excited enough to ask one another to
take pictures in front of it.

The press was then ushered back
out of the area, and made to wait in
a parking lot for hours until re-entry
was allowed.

The President arrived in his limou-
sine, went straight up the stairs, waved,
and off he went. The engines were
completely deafening when they were
fired up for the departure, and to
watch that large plane take off silently
into the skies, was nothing short of
breath taking for those present.

                       David B. Corbin for The Times
WELCOME TO NEW JERSEY...President George W. Bush receives a rousing
welcome from the packed crowd in the Sheraton at Newark Airport this
Monday. Congressman Mike Ferguson applauds as his wife, Maureen, looks on,
beaming with pride.

Fanwood Recreation Department
Causes Trouble for St. Bart’s League

By ADAM BERNSTEIN
Specially Written for The Times

Tuesday night, tensions flared at
the Fanwood Recreation
Department’s monthly meeting.
Members of the St. Bart’s Softball
League attended and lodged com-
plaints about the department’s deci-

sion not to give the league weeknight
field time at Forest Road Park. That
field, which the St. Bart’s League
has used for 23 years, will instead be
used by the Fanwood Old Men’s
League.

Russell Wells, Chairman of the
Recreation Department, explained

that this decision was based on a
number of pressing concerns, fore-
most among them the potential dan-
ger to the children who use the play-
ground directly behind left field at
LaGrande Park, the field that the
Fanwood Old Men’s League had
played all of their games at in previ-
ous years. Over the past seven years,
though, when the playground equip-
ment was moved from where the La
Grande Park Recreation Building
presently stands to the area beyond
the left field fence, the department
has received numerous complaints
from parents who are concerned with
their children’s safety. Last summer,
between two and eight parents a week
complained about the leagues who
use the fields, for as the left field
fence stands only 229 feet back, a
few home runs each week sailed into
the playground area.

Earlier in the year, the department
decided that the Fanwood Old Men’s
League, which has been in existence
for over 60 years and which used the
LaGrande Park for many of them,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10
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brary and a Thursday session from
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Scotch
Plains Library. Pizza will be served
at the evening sessions and bagels at
the morning discussions.

The selected titles have all been
adapted into films, clips of which
will be shown at the sessions, which
will be moderated by school and
library staff, as well as students.

The featured selections will in-
clude Michael Crichton’s “Eaters of
the Dead (The 13th Warrior)” on
July 9 and 11; Stephen King’s “The
Shawshank Redemption” on July
23 and 25; Margaret Atwood’s “The
Handmaid’s Tale” on August 13 and
15 and Isabelle Allende’s “The
House of the Spirits” on August 27
and 29.

Individuals do not need to be li-
brary members to attend a session,
but must have a library card to bor-
row required reading titles. Extra
credit will be given to high school
students. In addition, the Fanwood
Library’s Friday Night Movie Series
will kick off its fall season with a
showing of each of the Book Beat
films in their entirety on successive
Fridays in September.

For more information, please call
the Fanwood Library at (908) 322-
6400 or send an e-mail to
fanwdlib@lmxac.org. Individuals
may also visit www.lmxac.org/
fanwood or go directly to the What’s
Happening @ Your Library events
calendar at www.visitfanwood.com/
lib_events.sql.

The Scotch Plains Library may be
reached at (908) 322-5007, by e-
mail at library@scotlib.org and on
the Internet at www.scotlib.org. The
catalogs of both libraries are acces-
sible online.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Libraries Set
‘Book Beat’

FIRST FLIGHT…President George W. Bush and Congressman Michael Ferguson wave from the door of Airforce One
at Newark International Airport on Monday.

                      Lauren S. Pass for The Times

interested in seeing what open space is
there” and “what we can do with it and
how we can protect it.” He noted that,
even though Scotch Plains is a “fairly
fully-developed town,” there “is still
undeveloped land.” The cost of the in-
ventory will be funded through a $2,500
matching grant from the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection.

The council also approved the re-
newal of liquor licenses for restau-
rants, retail outlets and clubs in
Scotch Plains for the July 1, 2002
through June 30, 2003 period.

A resolution was passed congratu-
lating Bruce Zehnle, a teacher at
Union Catholic High School, for 34
years, upon his retirement.

The council’s next meeting will be
held on Tuesday, July 9.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Drinking
Ordinance

family. According to Mr. Hansen,
Mr. Polidore claimed an entitlement
to an early release because all items
purchased with the embezzled funds
had been returned to the township.
But Scotch Plains officials coun-
tered that an expensive wristwatch
owned by Mr. Polidore had not been
returned. Mr. Hansen said that, at
that point, Mr. Polidore alleged that
Scotch Plains police officers had sto-
len the watch.

“The fact that he had the audacity
to suggest that the cops stole the
watch shows me that he has not been
rehabilitated,” Mr. Hansen told The
Times. He added his belief that Mr.
Atkins and his own attendance at the
hearing “had an impact” on the panel
hearing the arguments.

Mr. Polidore will be eligible for
another ISP hearing in December
and will be eligible for a regular
parole hearing in January 2003.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mr. Polidore
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

President George W. Bush Addresses
Security Issues During Local Visit

Fanwood Recreation Department
Causes Trouble for St. Barts League

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

should move a number of their games
to the newly renovated Forest Road
Field. This decision, the department
maintained, was strictly out of con-
cern for the children’s welfare, not of
preference for which league should
get the better field.

Tom Henderson, a member of the
St. Bart’s league, expressed doubts
about that explanation. “There’s a
lot of cynicism from the league.
We’ve been playing here (the Forest
Park Field)  23 years and as a soon as
the fields get fixed, now we can’t use
it.”

The 10-team St. Bart’s league,
which uses a number of other fields,
had scheduled 31 games of their
season at the Forest Park Field. Chair-
man Wells, noting that there are seven
other area fields they could use,
speculated about making up the
missed games there. Tom Rutkoski,
the Director of the St. Bart’s league,
however, said that, “Many of those
fields are unplayable.” Specifically
regarding the high school field, for
instance, he remarked, “as soon as
summer vacation starts, they stop
maintaining that field.”

The complaints about the usage of
the LaGrande fields had forced the
Fanwood Old Men’s League to make
a number of changes decreasing the
chances that a ball would be hit out
of the left field fence. They lowered
the compression of the softball to 47,
restricted the usage of aluminum bats,
and put up a giant netting over the
left field area. However, persistent
complaints from parents forced the
Department of Recreation to lessen
the number of games the league plays
there, splitting the League games
between there and the Forest Road
Park. However, by scheduling
Fanwood Old Men’s League games
at Forest Road Park, the St. Bart’s
league lost their weeknight time slots.

A number of compromises were
discussed at Tuesday’s meeting.
Splitting the cost of the maintenance
of the other fields and using the
Forest Road Park on weekends were
proposed. The meeting almost
reached a solution when Tom Smith,
a member of the committee and the
Fanwood Old Men’s League, made a
motion to move the Fanwood Old

Men’s League games to La Grande
Park twice a week, on Thursdays and
Fridays, to allow the St. Bart’s league
to use the Forest Road Park on those
nights. However, the motion did not
pass, with the committee of seven
voting three for, three against, and
one abstaining.

A member of the department noted,
“We’ve done a bad job recently com-
municating our decisions.” This de-
cision, certainly, has been the cause
of consternation for many members
of the St. Bart’s league. Joe Murano,
a Fanwood resident for 48 years, has
participated in the league since its

started 23 years ago. Mr. Murano
said, “We don’t feel like we should
be denied access to the fields.” He
also said that although last season
was his final one, the St. Bart’s league
“is the greatest in the world,” and
that he personally recruited 11 people
to play in it.

For this summer, though, the self-
proclaimed “greatest league” will
have to go on without using Forest
Road Park. Next season, with the
ongoing Field of Dreams project,
there promises to be more field space
in the area and such scheduling con-
flicts will perhaps be avoided.

SCIENCE EXPERTS…Second graders from McGinn Elementary School in
Scotch Plains were the top 10 finalists in the National Science Olympiad Grade
2 contest for their school. Pictured, left to right, are: Rosalie DePaola, Melissa
Frusco, Jaime Weisbrot, Brett Kovacs, Taylor Dashiell, Marion Buissereth,
Joshua Blackwood, Sarah Ziegler, Cindy Timko, and Andrew Skoog. Their
team score will be sent for national judging.

Katie Downey Participates
In Leadership Summit

SCOTCH PLAINS – Katie
Downey, a junior at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, has been
selected to participate in the World
Leadership Summit, sponsored by
the Institute for International Sport,
held from June 23-28 at the Univer-
sity of Rhode Island campus in
Kingston, R.I.

The summit, for which Katie was
awarded a scholarship from Alan
Hassenfeld, CEO of Hasbro, has a
mission: “to develop a group of
leaders with global vision, the abil-
ity to balance resolve with restraint,
and a shared commitment to think
clearly, lead humanely, and foster
equal rights for all.”

Selection for the summit was
based on student essay on their per-
sonal definition of leadership in
today’s world, school, activity and
community service record; and rec-
ommendation by a high school
teacher.

Katie is Co-President of the
Drama Club, a member of Las
Cantadoras, Show, Select and Con-
cert Choirs, as well as the New
Jersey Music Educators Associa-
tion Regional, Opera, and All-State
Choirs. She participated last sum-
mer in the World Scholar-Athlete

games, international choir.
Katie performed throughout Eu-

rope with American Honor Choirs
Abroad, and is co-secretary of Stu-
dents Concerned for the Needy. She
works with Habitat for Humanity, is
an honor student, candidate for Na-
tional Merit Scholar, and cantor at
Immaculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.

Times that he and his wife, Maureen,
were very honored to have the
President’s support.

When the President, members of the
administration’s cabinet and Congress-
man Ferguson arrived at Newark Air-
port on Air Force One, main highways
such as Route 78 and Route 22 were
closed for approximately 30 minutes,
due to tight security.

The President stayed in New Jersey
from 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

In his opening remarks at the port,
President Bush said, “Thank you all
very much for coming today. It is my
high honor to be in the midst of so
many great Americans, people who
serve our country with dignity and
honor, people who allow me to say:
we’re winning and we’re going to con-
tinue to win as we fight for our free-
doms.”

The standing room only crowd gath-
ered at the Elizabeth Port waterfront in
sweltering heat at the Port Authority’s
Corbin Street berth 50. The port is part

of the largest port complex on the east
coast of North America.

The setting for the President’s visit
to Union County had been carefully
prepared. The backdrop for the podium
was the Coast Guard cutter USS Ana-
conda, with her bright orange helicop-
ter perched on her decks.

The crew, in dress uniform, stood
proudly at attention as they lined the
rails of their ship.

The audience comprised many in
uniform, including Port Authority, po-
lice, firefighters, Emergency Medical
Technicians, military and customs.
They were surrounded by large, 40-
foot-long shipping containers that had
been stacked three high to form a sta-
dium of sorts.

Prior to the President’s arrival, around
dawn, the secret service conducted a
thorough “sweep” of the area, which
included the K-9 unit’s bomb sniffing
dogs. Helicopters flew overhead and
small boats patrolled the waters adja-
cent to the pier.

Workers made sound checks of the
audio system and went over last minute
details of the upcoming arrival of the
President.

The guests and the press arrived in
the early morning, waited in the hot
sun, had their credentials checked and
passed through metal detectors before
entering the shipping container “arena.”

According to a press release from
the White House Press Secretary, Presi-
dent Bush was visiting Port Elizabeth
to, “Honor Port Authority heroes and
to outline new security measures.”

From Washington, the President
brought with him Homeland Security
Advisor Tom Ridge, Transportation Sec-
retary Norm Mineta, Secretary of Agri-
culture Ann Veneman and former Gov-
ernor Christine Todd Whitman from the
Environmental Protection Agency.

Commissioner Robert Bonner of
customs, Admiral Tom Collins, Com-
mandant of the Coast Guard, and Jim
Zigler of the Immigration and Natural-
ization Service joined Port Authority
Chairman and host Jack Sinagra in
rounding out the lineup of officials.

The New Jersey team of elected of-
ficials included Governor James
McGreevey, Senator Torricelli, Sena-
tor Corzine and several Congressmen,
including Mr. Ferguson, Frank A.
LoBiondo, Steven R. Rothman and
Marge Roukema.

The President paid tribute to the men
and women who serve in uniform, in-
cluding military, police, fire and rescue
squad personnel, and those who go
about their jobs, often unnoticed. He
noted some paid the ultimate sacrifice
for freedom on September 11. The
President, in his remarks, acknowl-
edged their families.

“This is a different kind of war, and
it has placed many Americans on the
front line of the war; American
firefighters and police officers and
postal workers and the folks who work
here at the Port Authority, New York
and New Jersey, to keep America safe.”

After the speeches at the port, Gov-
ernor McGreevey, Senator Corzine and
Senator Torricelli were surrounded by
national news media. They spoke as a
united New Jersey team with the Presi-
dent against terrorism.


