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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

University of Medicine & Dentistry of New Jersey

UMDNJ-University Hospital and New Jersey Medical School are
proud to announce their affiliation with the Columbia University
College of Physicians and Surgeons in the establishment of a new

Division of Cardiothoracic Surgery at University Hospital.

Joining our faculty on July 1 are Columbia physicians
Dr. Barry Esrig and Dr. Douglas Jackson.

Barry Esrig, MD
Director of the Division of Cardiothoracic Surgery

0.0% Cardiac Bypass mortality rate as published in the latest 
New Jersey Cardiac Surgery Report

Douglas Jackson, MD
Vice Chairman, Critical Care

Department of Anesthesiology
Director, Cardiothoracic Intensive Care Unit

For more information about this exciting development in world-class
cardiac surgery, contact the New Jersey Cardiovascular Institute at
University Hospital at (973)972-5742 or visit our website at

www.TheUniversityHospital.com/njci

The Power of
Expert Cardiac Care...

Times Two

WESTFIELD’S BRAVEST…The men of fire platoon “D” are featured in
“Catching Fire,” a Hometown Video Festival winner.

“Catching Fire” Honored by
Hometown Video Festival

A feature production on the
Westfield Fire Department has been
the winner of the 2002 Hometown
Video Festival in the category of
“Best Government Profile.”

The film that was shot prior to
September 11, “Catching Fire: A
Day in the Life of Westfield’s Brav-

est” follows the daily activities of a
single Westfield Fire Platoon as they
work, train and answer alarms
throughout town. Produced and di-
rected by Westfield native William
McMeekan, Jr.

The Hometown Video Festival is
the oldest and most established
showcase for local television pro-
grams in the country, recognizing
exceptional cable television created
specifically for the local audience.

Mr. McMeekan’s production was
chosen as a winner from more than
1,500 entries submitted by commu-
nity television stations nationwide
and abroad.

“To be recognized on this scale
for a production about Westfield is a
great honor” says Mr. McMeekan,
“It says a lot about the integrity of
our firefighters and the character of
our community to be singled out in
this way.”

Mr. McMeekan has been creating
television productions about
Westfield since 1997. The Alliance
for Community Media will present
the Hometown Video Festival
Awards at their 25th Anniversary
International Conference in Hous-
ton on July 12.
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The Law Office of
JON M. BRAMNICK

DWI, SPEEDING?
DRUG CHARGES?
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Call

GARY J. GRABAS
Former Middlesex and Morris County Assistant Prosecutor

(908) 322 - 7000
Fax: (908) 322 - 6997

spark plug creative

Fred Malley   908•789•2371    sparkplug@pobox.com

WRITING
• Business Communications

• Web Site Copy

• Features/Profiles/Bios

• Brochures

• Newsletters

• Multimedia

Bramnick Re-Elected Chairman
Of Westfield Republican Committee

At a Westfield Republican Com-
mittee meeting on June 10, the
Westfield Republican Committee,
made up of 40 members, re-elected
Jon Bramnick as committee chair-
man for a two-year term.

Mr. Bramnick completed a term,
which he filled for Robert Cockren
for 18 months after he left the office
to become Township Attorney.
Though, unlike his first bid for the
office, Mr. Bramnick was not con-
tested in the recent election.

As chairman, Mr. Bramnick will
continue to coordinate the efforts of
the Westfield Republican Party and
try to hold fundraisers featuring As-
semblyman Tom Kean Jr., Congress-
man Michael Ferguson, Former Gov-
ernor Donald T. DiFrancesco and
Former Governor Tom Kean Sr.

During his past term, Mr. Bramnick
feels that he has attracted many
people to the party who switched
party lines or previously may not
have been active in politics at all.
Following this same trend, he will
work toward making the party one
with a young, vibrant image to get
more people involved.

“I try to make the [committee]
meeting an informal interaction,
which is why people show up for the
meetings,” Mr. Bramnick explained
his strategy to attract and/or main-
tain interest in the party.

“This has changed the complexion
of the committee,” Mr. Bramnick
said of the party’s new members.

In this November’s election, with
four Council seats and the Mayor’s
seat up for grabs, he hopes to stress
the strong candidates by making sure

the candidates meet the voters in
person; something he wished he had
done more of when he unsuccess-
fully ran for Westfield Council in
1998 in the First Ward.

Mr. Bramnick’s community in-
volvement does not just cap off at
Chairman of the Westfield Republi-
can party, he is on the Board of Trust-
ees at the United Way, President of the

Richard J. Hughes Inn of Court, Judi-
cial Review Committee Member, and
does about 18 charity auctions a year
where he is the auctioneer, selected
through his position as the “Funniest
Lawyer in New Jersey.”

“What I like to do most is raise
money for charity,” said Mr.
Bramnick.

Mr. Bramnick has lived in
Westfield for the past nine years and
currently practices law in his office
in neighboring Scotch Plains.

NJ Amber Plan Creates
Child Abduction Alert

By Senator Richard H. Bagger
In the past few weeks we have all

been reading and hearing broadcast
reports about 14-year-old Elizabeth
Smart who was taken by force from
her Salt Lake City bedroom and has
not been heard from since. Many of
us have wondered what we can do to
help in cases such as this.

Law enforcement officers and pro-
fessionals experienced in abducted
and missing children cases tell us
that the first hours following abduc-
tion are the most critical in finding
the child alive. With that in mind I
am sponsoring legislation along with
Senator John H. Adler of Camden
County to establish “Amber’s Plan”
in New Jersey to broadcast public
alerts of abducted children. The sys-
tem is named in memory of Amber
Hagerman, a nine-year-old who was
abducted and murdered in North
Texas six years ago.

“Amber’s Plan” will authorize the
broadcast media upon notice from
the New Jersey State Police to trans-
mit an emergency alert to inform the
public of a child abduction. I believe
that a cooperative relationship be-
tween state and local law enforce-
ment agencies and the broadcast
media will significantly improve the
chances of finding a missing or ab-
ducted child before it is too late.

Notices of abductions will be pro-
vided to the media through the State
Police technology center. Created by
legislation signed into law in 1999,
the center coordinates and assists
law enforcement agencies in how
they respond to reports of missing
children, as well as their efforts to
recover abducted children. As is the
case with the long established emer-
gency broadcast system, alerts will
include a distinctive sound tone fol-
lowed by the announcement, “this is
an Amber Alert.” Alerts will be re-
broadcast every 15 minutes during
the first three hours following the
issuance of an abduction notice by
our State Police and every half hour
for the following three hours.

The rapid dissemination of infor-

mation, including description of the
missing child, details of the abduc-
tion, description of the alleged ad-
ductor and vehicle used will greatly
assist citizens in the community
where the abduction took place as
well as the surrounding region in
finding the child.

As is the case in Salt Lake City
where residents have teamed up to
go door to door in search of any
information that will help locate
Elizabeth Smart, our citizenry would
become the eyes and ears for the law
enforcement community.

*  *  *  *  *
Senator Richard H. Bagger is

serving his first term in the New
Jersey State Senate after five
terms in the General Assembly.
He serves on the Senate Judiciary
Committee and the Senate Law
and Public Safety and Veterans’
Affairs Committee. He was also
elected Deputy Senate Republi-
can Whip for the 2002-2003 Leg-
islative Session.

See us in the Bell Atlantic Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES

Jim HelyW
DI�IOIA�BOYLE

A PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

C E RT I F I E D  T R I A L  L AW Y E R S *

EISMAN HELY
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Alden Street Clothier
11 North Union Avenue

Cranford
(908) 276-1099

Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed., 9am-7pm
Thurs., Fri., 9am-9pm

Sat., 9am-6pm  •  Sun., 12pm-5pm

William McMeekan, Jr.

Jon Bramnick
Adult Leader Is  Sought

For 4-H Pet Club
WESTFIELD – The Union County

4-H Youth Development Program is
seeking a responsible and enthusias-
tic adult who can facilitate monthly
Saturday morning meetings for a first-
grade pet club in Westfield. Training
and materials will be provided.

The New Jersey 4-H Youth Devel-
opment Program is a component of
Rutgers Cooperative Extension of
Cook College of Rutgers University.
Adult volunteers are screened and
trained through the Union County 4-
H office.

4-H clubs offer informal educational
programs to all school-age youth. Its
primary focus is positive youth devel-
opment, accomplished through hands-
on, experiential learning programs.

Interested individuals are asked to
contact 4-H Agent James
Nichnadowicz at (908) 654-9854 or
by e-mail at
nichnadowicz@aesop.rutgers.edu.


