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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

We’re pretty independent now…
And we’d like to keep it 

that way.

Introducing Whispering Knoll Assisted Living, a 
distinctive community that accommodates your 

current lifestyle and evolves with your changing needs.   

With studios and 1- and 2-bedroom suites to please all
tastes, we have created an atmosphere of elegance and
sophistication within the framework of independence, 
security, and privacy. Our extensive list of amenities
includes gourmet dining, housekeeping, wellness visits,
transportation, lounges, and much more.

Located in central New Jersey, Whispering Knoll is an
affiliate of Solaris Health Systems and neighbors JFK
Medical Center—supplying residents with access to
the entire continuum of care. We also maintain 
dedicated suites for our Alzheimer’s community—
meeting those special needs, 24 hours a day. 

Make sure you continue to enjoy your worry-free
lifestyle; plan for tomorrow today…and count on
Whispering Knoll to help you do just that. Call us to
learn more and arrange for a complete tour.

www.whisperingknoll.org

ASSISTED LIVING

Care for now. Care for always.
62 James Street, Edison, New Jersey 08820

(732) 744-5541

Does your loved one
have Alzheimer’s disease?

We Can Help! At Sunrise Assisted Living, we provide a unique approach
to caring for those with Alzheimer’s disease or other types of memory
impairment. Continually trained caregivers offer gentle guidance and highly
customized support in a separate, secure area—the Reminiscence Neighborhood.
This environment features pleasant sights, sounds and aromas to create
an atmosphere that is comforting like home. Here, staff help make every day
for residents as joyful and purposeful as possible to help promote daily
well-being and life satisfaction.

To find out more about Reminiscence, contact us today!

Call 908-317-3030 Today!
240 Springfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 / www.sunriseassistedliving.com

Limited
Suites

Available!
Call or Visit

Today!

Sunrise staff show great regard for the individuality of residents in the Reminiscence Neighborhood.

Call to find out how you
can save up to $5000.
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Garwood Factory Showroom
518 North Avenue, Garwood

(908) 789-0140 or Toll-free 877-MATT - FAC

Owned & Operated by the Shovlin Family for Over 20 Years

INVENTORY CLOSEOUT

Visit Our Website • www.mattressfac.com
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Wesley Allen Beds
on Display

�

�
�������	


��������
��

������������	
����	��������	�

������

���������	
�

������ ����	
���

��
���

$3500
Activation with 2 year contract����

• Long Distance
• Voice Mail
• Call Waiting

OWNER OPERATED • SERVING UNION CO.

15 East Broad St. Westfield, NJ
908.654.6440            Fax: 908.654.6441
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�Keeping Families Connected Is Our Top Priority��

CE L L U L A R PH O N E S,  BE E P E R S & PAG E R S

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GREETING THE CITIZENS...President George W. Bush greets supporters
after the fundraiser for Congressman Mike Ferguson at the Newark Sheraton
on  Monday.

Senate Delays Vote on Bill
Regulating Subcontracting

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRENTON – The Senate post-
poned action on a bill earlier this
week that would impact the ability of
New Jersey public school districts
and colleges to subcontract for sup-
port services such as transportation,
food service and maintenance.

S-1537 would prohibit an em-
ployer, such as a school district, that
had entered into a collective bargain-
ing agreement from entering into a
contract or subcontract affecting the
job status of those covered by the
existing pact, while that agreement
was in effect.

A similar bill, A-1714, was passed
by the full Assembly by a vote of 62-
15 on June 13, the same day that S-
1537 was released by the Senate La-
bor Committee.

Opponents maintain that restricting
an employer’s ability to subcontract
reduces critical cost-saving options at
a time when school districts are faced
with hikes in enrollment and manda-
tory costs, while also coping with a
freeze on state aid, and when colleges
are experiencing reduced funding.

The New Jersey School Boards
Association (NJSBA) is a chief oppo-
nent of the legislation. Yesterday, the
association’s website said the state
Attorney General’s office had sub-
mitted memoranda to Governor James
McGreevey’s counsel on June 19 and
24, citing legal and policy concerns
regarding A-1714/S-1537.

According to the website,
www.njsba.org, an analysis by the
Attorney General’s office found many
school districts have three-year labor
contracts and public colleges have
four-year agreements. Under the terms
of the bill, subcontracting would only
be possible every three or four years,
the website noted.

“Interfering with the employer’s
ability to immediately create a sub-
contract to react to a crisis or proxi-
mate need will seriously restrain the
ability of the school district, college or
university to manage efficiently and
effectively,” the June 19 memoran-
dum stated, according to the website.

Assemblyman Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21)
was among those who voted against A-
1714, while Assemblyman Eric Munoz
(R-21) was the only member to ab-
stain. District 21 includes Westfield,

Mountainside and 14 other towns.
Assemblyman Kean said that he

voted against A-1714 because he be-
lieves it “hamstrings the ability of
schools to reduce their own cost of
providing services, and in a respon-
sible way. We have to make the educa-
tion function of our schools the best
that it can be. ”

No Democrats voted against the
measure, sponsored by Assembly-
woman Arline M. Friscia (D-19), while
several Republicans supported it. Two
members of the Assembly were ab-
sent for the vote.

Democrats Linda Stender and Jerry
Green, both of whom represent Dis-
trict 22 in the Assembly, voted in
favor of the measure. The district com-
prises 11 towns, among them Scotch
Plains and Fanwood.

The legislation has the backing of
the New Jersey Education Associa-
tion (NJEA) and the New Jersey State
AFL-CIO.

Steve Wollmer, a spokesman for the
NJEA, told The Westfield Leader and
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Tuesday that the association is not
seeking to prohibit subcontracting, but
rather wants to see both parties honor
the terms of an existing contract.

If employers do decide to subcon-
tract, Mr. Wollmer said, the NJEA
advocates giving 90 days notice to
current employees to give them time
to find other jobs. “This is an issue of
fairness,” he commented.

In addition to the NJSBA, oppo-
nents of the legislation are the New
Jersey Association of School Busi-
ness Officials, the New Jersey Asso-
ciation of School Administrators, the
Garden State Coalition of Schools
and the New Jersey Business and
Industry Association, as well as rep-
resentatives of state colleges and uni-
versities.

They argue that subcontracting
support services enables public
schools and colleges to control costs,
thereby saving taxpayer dollars. The
savings, they maintain, allows in-
creased funds to be channeled to-
ward educating students.

Earlier this month, the NJSBA re-
leased data showing that school dis-
tricts have saved more than $40 mil-
lion through subcontracting various
support services, the organization’s
website revealed.

Talking Business

Goffreda Heads New Bank
KENILWORTH – President and

CEO Frank N. Goffreda announced
that Enterprise Bank of Kenilworth has
met its minimum capitalization goal of
$5 million and received its Certificate
of Authority from the
New Jersey Department
of Banking and Insur-
ance. This, coupled with
the recently received
FDIC Conditional Order
of Approval, enables the
bank to open its doors
this summer, upon com-
pleting its construction of
the bank’s charter office.

Mr. Goffreda, who
spent seven of his 30
years of state banking
experience heading the former Cen-
tral Jersey Bank on Broad Street in
Westfield and served as President of
The Town Bank of Westfield during
the formation period, told The
Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood that forming
the new bank in Kenilworth took over
two years. He said that the bank’s
capitalization would rise to over $10
million with an upcoming second
stock offering.

Mr. Goffreda told The Leader and
The Times that Kenilworth is an ex-
cellent location for the bank, and
that they’ve received exceptional co-
operation from local government in
getting things done. There are 400
small to medium sized businesses in
Kenilworth, and the corporate head-
quarters of Schering Plough is lo-

cated there. He said the Enterprise
Bank would serve the small- to mid-
size businesses and residents in
Kenilworth. The bank’s primary
market also will include Scotch

Plains, Fanwood,
Clark, Garwood,
Cranford, Union,
Mountainside and
Springfield.

Mr. Goffreda said,
“We have believed all
along that this area needs
an alternative to the large
global banks who place
‘branches’ in our com-
munities.

“While the branches
offer vast financial re-

sources, they don’t offer the kind of
personal service and local decision
making we intend to provide to the
business and residential communities.”

“Our analysis suggests that the high
premiums paid in big bank mergers
can only be recouped through layoffs,
a reduction in services, and higher
charges for the services that remain,”
said Mr. Goffreda. “This may serve
stockholders, but it does not serve the
consumers and small businesses that
are the heart of the economy. Our bank
will focus on those ineffectively served
as a result of the many mergers.”

The Kenilworth Planning Board has
granted site plan approval for the
bank’s property facilities to be lo-
cated at 490 Boulevard. Renovation
began in May of 2002. Mr. Goffreda
may be reached at (908) 653-9494.

Frank N. Goffreda

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AWAITING THE PRESIDENT...David Corbin, Sports Editor/Assistant Pub-
lisher of The Westfield Leader and The Times, left, Westfield Fire Chief John
Castellano, center, and Westfield resident Jay Boyle enjoy the luncheon while
awaiting the arrival of President George W. Bush at the fundraiser for
Congressman Mike Ferguson.Historical Commission

Awards Notable Homes
WESTFIELD --  A Special Recog-

nition Commendation was presented
to Nancy Priest  by the Westfield His-
toric Preservation Commission
(WHPC) at its 10th Annual Awards
Program in the Westfield Council
Chambers on June 26.

Mrs. Priest is currently WHPC Chair-
woman and President of the Friends of
Mindowaskin Park, which has just com-
pleted a  major  restoration of the park in
coordination with the Town of Westfield.
An art history graduate of Drew Univer-
sity and a member of its Board of Trust-
ees, she has served on the New Jersey
Historical Sites Council, the Westfield
Architectural Review Board and volun-
teers at the Metropolitan Museum of
Art. She is a board member of the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra, the
New Jersey Center for Visual Arts and
the Westfield Historical Society.

After welcoming comments by Rob-
ert Newell, Planning Board Chairman,
representing Mayor Gregory
McDermott, Harry Devlin Awards, rec-

ognizing Westfield residents and busi-
nesses for their efforts to restore, alter,
paint, and/or landscape their properties
in a period appropriate way, were pre-
sented to the following by Betty List,
Community Relations Chairwoman:

Mr. and Mrs. David Beke, 538
Westfield Avenue;  Mr. and Mrs. Scott
Bond, 229 East Dudley Avenue; Will-
iam Cariste and Dr. Sari Netsky, 404
Lawrence Avenue; Todd Evans and
Michael Sherry, 427 Boulevard;
Ferraro, Palmiro Inc., 6-14 Elm Street;
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Kephart, 304 East
Dudley Avenue; Vasy Honecker, in
memory of Mr. and Mrs. Louis Lekas,
222 West North Avenue; Mr. and Mrs.
Nicholas Pappas, 216 Kimball Avenue;
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce Rothstein, 230
Charles Street, and Mr. and Mrs.
Raymond Snyder, 5 Stoneleigh Park.

Other members of WHPC are:
Alexander Antonelli, Bonnie Danser,
Diana Edkins, Pamela McClure,
Donna Rothstein, Robert Vivial, Vice
Chair, and William Ziff.


