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KOSKI ‘KRACKS’ 3 HITS, 3 RBI; CONVERY, 3 HITS, 2 RBI

Val Decorating Men Demolish
Post Office Softballers, 13-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Midway through the season, there
are clear front runners and clear
also-rans in both divisions of the
Scotch Plains Men’s Softball
League. However, there are still sev-
eral teams striving to break into the
higher echelon. Seeking to raise the
bar of proficiency, Val Decorators
demolished the Scotch Plains Post

Office, 13-1, in the first game of a
doubleheader at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains on June 18.

Presently, Theresa’s Mohave Grill,
Trinity Electric, Misfits and Friday’s
have been battling for B Division
supremacy.

“Theresa’s was the division win-
ner last year and got off to a good

start this season,” said league com-
missioner Ed Zazzali. “One of the
pleasant surprises is the Misfits who
were 2-18 last year. They really
turned it around and are 9-3. They
picked up a few guys and now they
understand what it takes to show up
with 11 guys every week. Friday’s
put together a really decent team.
Those four teams have really been
knocking each other off.”

Benzmania, PEP and Fanwood
Transmissions are vying for the lead
in the A Division with several other
teams hovering around .500.

As to the A Division, “Benzmania
was running away with the division
lead but, last week, their old nem-
esis, PEP, swept them and brought
them right back to the pack,” said

Zazzali. “That’s good for the divi-
sion. The bottom teams, I’m quite
confident, are strong and you can
expect a few upsets toward the end
of the season.”

Val Decorators took its step up-
ward with a 16-hit attack and was
led by Drew Koski, who went 3-for-
4 with a two-run triple and three
RBI, and Bill Convery, who also
went 3-for-4, scored two runs and
had two RBI. The Post Office held
tight to the B Division cellar but did
bang out nine hits. John Crisafulli
and Shaiheem Kelly had two hits
each, Carmen Tartivita singled and
scored the Post Office’s only run
and Rock Sheby singled and had the
only RBI.

The Postmen scored first in the top
of the second inning but never scarred
the plate again. Meanwhile, the Deco-
rators adorned the plate twice in the
bottom of the inning. Koski singled,
Mike Novy walked and Doug
MacGorman ripped an RBI single.
With Novy on third, Postman short-
stop Tony Perconte initiated a slick
second (Tartivita) to first (Sal Gano)
double play as Novy scored.

Three more Decorators crossed
home in the third. Charlie and Mike
Valentino both singled, Convery slid
an RBI single to right field and Koski
yanked his two-run triple to left.

The score catapulted to 10-1 in the
bottom of the fourth. Anthony
DellaSala reached base safely when
his drive eluded the centerfielder. Ed
Novy, who finished 3-for-3, bounced
an RBI single over second, Paul Mikla
reached first on a force out and Charlie
Valentino walked. T. J. Reilly poked
an RBI single to left, Mike Valentino
drilled a two-run double deep to left
and Convery looped an RBI single
into shallow right.

Ed Novy singled and scored on
Charlie Valentino’s sacrifice line
drive in the fifth then the Decorators
ended the game via 12-run rule with
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3rd - 9th Grade
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9 am - Noon
each day

Held At:

Gary Kehler
Stadium

Ed Tranchina WHS
(908) 789 - 4512

Glen Kehler
Rutgers / WHS
(908) 654 - 0417
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JULY 8TH TO JULY 12TH, 2002
Monday through Friday

9:00 am to 12:00 pm each day

Westfield High School
Softball Field
550 Dorian Road

Westfield, NJ

Camp Director
Maggie McFadden,

Westfield High School

For girls entering
grades 3 through 9

Sponsored by:
Arena Sports Connexion

(732) 381-5652

Donate Your Car
American Red Cross
Westfield / Mountainside Chapter
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Tax Deductible  •  Free Towing
Any Make / Any Model  •  Cars Trucks & Vans

*Some restrictions apply. Advertising supplied by SAS
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C O M P A N Y

908-322-6405

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
  Repairs • Gutters

DELPRETE GOES 3-FOR-3, 2 RBI; ‘TUCCI’ DAZZLES

St. Pats Win Battle of Titans,
Befuddle St. Tom Boys, 9-4

OWEN BRAND

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local (908) 789-2730
            Toll Free (888) 489-9680
                         Pager (908) 535-8244
                                      obrand@ivymortgage.com

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

St. Bartholomew’s Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League Titans, each
boasting a 7-1 record, squared off at
Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains on
June 21. St. Patrick, in the plum-
colored uniforms, emerged with a, 9-
4, conquest over St. Thomas donning
the lime-green colored uniforms.

A fine blend of pitching, hitting
and fine fielding boosted the “Plum”

Pats over the top. Pitcher Nick
Barattucci was hitting all the corners
to keep the lime-green Toms off-
balance in all but one inning.

“Sometimes, I get lucky and can
hit the inside corners,” said Barattucci
modestly.

“At one time, he hit eight strikes in
a row,” pointed out St. Pats’ catcher
Ron DelPrete.

DelPrete was hitting strikes also,
but with the “metal stick” as he ripped

two doubles and a single, scored two
runs and drove in two runs in the
Pats’ 14-hit attack. Kevin Woodring
whacked two singles and scored two
runs, Ken Larson lashed two singles
and scored a run while knocking in a
run and Steve Polak poked a two-run
single and added a single.

Woodring was a vacuum at his
shortstop position and was involved
in nine putouts. His St. Thomas coun-
terpart, Rob Stratton, also involved
himself in nine putouts.

St. Thomas, playing all 16 players,
only two plate appearances were
made by each batter. Pat Nigro went
2-for-2 with a double and a single
and Nick Litterio tapped two singles
and had an RBI. Stratton added an
RBI double to the Toms’ 10-hit total
and scored a run.

The Pats were plum ready in the
top of the first and squeezed out a 3-
0 lead. Larson beat out a slow chop-
per to short, Woodring slashed a
single to right and Captain Pat
Luongo lofted an RBI sacrifice fly to
center. Polak followed with a two-
run single.

After Barattucci sat the Toms down
1-2-3 in the bottom of the first, his
team gave him a 7-0 cushion in the
second. Barattucci reached base
safely on a misplayed catch attempt
in center. Jim Reilly plopped a single
over short and DelPrete hammered a
two-run double down the right field
line and scampered to third on the

BELL BELTS 4 HITS; CUMMINGS, 3 RBI; FERRONE, 4 RUNS

Flemington Neshanock Rocks
Resolutes in Vintage Base Ball

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Vintage Base Ball has been gain-
ing popularity and the local Eliza-
beth Resolutes, consisting primarily
of players from the Scotch Plains and
Westfield area, have definitely im-
proved in its three years of existence.
Prior to the game with the Flemington
Neshanock near the flagpole at Echo
Lake Park in Mountainside on June
22, the Resolutes had an even 4-4
record.

“Three years ago, we were 1-14,”

pointed out team Captain Paul
Salamone. “The challenge was to get
everybody to show up and play to-
gether. We needed to get some con-
sistency as far as who was in the
batting order and what were the
proper positions (defensively) for
each player.”

Salamone noted, “the main thing
is the defense. You have to get used to
the positions and the feel of the ball
since you are catching barehanded.
The defense is a lot better today than
when we first started out.”

Salamone also described shortstop
Anthony Ferrone and catcher Mike
Cummings as, “two defensive wiz-
ards.”

The Resolutes squared off with the
4-2 Neshanock, using 1873 rules.
Some of the features were: the batter
can choose to have a high or low
strike zone, the count works on a 3-
ball 3-strike basis, once a ball hits in
fair territory, it remains fair, and the
first pitch, if in one strike zone but
out of the selected zone, would be-

LONERGAN GOES 3-FOR-3, 2 RBI, SHERWIN DAZZLES

Blaisers Ignite Early to Burn
St. Jude Softball Men, 13-5

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Like the out of control blazes in
the forests of Colorado, St. Blaise
was on fire, scored heavily in the
early innings and burned St. Jude,
12-5, in St. Bartholomew’s Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League action be-
hind Terrill Middle School in Scotch
Plains on June 19. Hit man Kevin
Lonergan provided lightning, went
3-for-3, including a double, and
scored two runs while knocking in
two. Heralded pitching ace Tom
Sherwin did it all on the mound,
limiting the mighty Jude men to nine
singles.

Dave Rothenberg, although not
performing his usual best, and calm
and collected Russ Voorhees led St.
Jude with two singles apiece. Stan
Grausso contributed to the Blaisers’
15-hit pelting with a two-run double
and an RBI single while Stan
Lesniewski and Joe Cocuzza each

had two singles, an RBI and a run
scored.

In the top of the first, St. Blaise
thundered with four runs. Marc
Reisenberg reached first base on an
error and literally stumbled head-
over-heels over second. Jeff Fried-
lander walked and Lonergan dribbled
an RBI single over second. Cocuzza
cracked an RBI single to left and
Grausso crushed his two-run double
to center.

St. Jude failed to douse the fire in
the second and four more Blaisers
charred home plate to command an,
8-0, lead. Eric Baum looped a single
to right and rumbled to second when
the ball was misplayed. Tony Dziedzic
plopped a single over first and Baum
took advantage of another error and

scored. Tom Straniero slashed an RBI
single to right, Reisenberg singled
and Friedlander and Lonergan both
lashed RBI singles.

In the bottom of the second, St.
Jude did tap Sherwin for three runs.
Rothenberg hacked a single to cen-
ter. Mark DiFrancesco smacked a
hard single to right, Rothenberg
rounded second and hobbled to third.
The relay to third, skid out-of-play,
allowing Rothenberg to score. Mark
Romaine followed with an RBI
single, Voorhees singled and rolled
to second on a fielder’s choice and
Tony Perfilio punched an RBI single
to right.

Meanwhile, a slightly rattled out-
field caused Sherwin to unhappily
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE TJ O’REILLY FACTOR...TJ O’Reilly of Val Decorators slides safely
home in the fourth inning as Post Office catcher Rock Shelby catches the ball.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A TERROR WITH THE “METAL STICK”...Ron DelPrete, left, of St. Patrick
slides past St. Thomas third baseman Al Antoine. DelPrete tore up the base
paths with two doubles, a single and two RBI.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WILD PLAY AT HOME IN AN OLD-FASHIONED WAY...Elizabeth Resolute base runner Paul Salamone makes a
desperate dive toward home but is tagged out by the Flemington Neshanock catcher in the second inning.

Director Tom Breznitsky
Boys’ Varsity Soccer Coach

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
in association with

Roger Bonegaerts, Director - Dutch Soccer Academy

Pascal Clerigo, Brazilian Soccer Academy

Session I -July 8 - 12

For a camp brochure please call:
Tom Breznitsky - 908 322-6102

Home of the ’87, ’89, ’91, ’92, ’95, ’97, ‘98
NJ State Champions Boys Soccer Team

Camp Features
• Novice to advanced
• Ability grouping
• Kinder Soccer program
• Tactical camp for teams
• Goalkeepers school S
• Indoor facilities
• Family discounts
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at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
2002 RAIDER SOCCER CAMP

Session II -July 29 - August 2
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1607 Shackamaxon Drive, Scotch Plains
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(Raindate July 12)

Spectators welcome.  Tickets available free of
charge.  Please call Alyson Ramsey at NJSGA
(973) 378-8334, or at the gate day of event.

To benefit the
New Jersey State

Youth Association Foundation.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


