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Historic Overlook Now Completed
By Friends of Mindowaskin Park

By TRACY EVANS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

All of nature cooperated to cel-
ebrate the efforts of the Friends of
Mindowaskin Park on Saturday.

Nancy Priest and her fellow Board
of Directors of The Friends of

Mindowaskin Park were warmly re-
ceived by donors and members of
town council; gathered to enjoy the
Park’s newest improvement, the gran-
ite overlook.

Whether clustered in front of Stan
and Jody Lipson’s collection of his-
toric photographs or searching for
their names on pavers lining the over-
look, Westfield citizens enjoyed the
opportunity to resurrect the past, and
some fond park memories of their
own.

“It was a pleasant spot to come to.
There was a wading brook where we
used to go, with the ducks, and the

ducks are still there!” reminisced
Warren Rorden, a resident since 1944.

Thanks to the use of $300,000, the
ducks have a familiar presence in
their home, one structured to re-
semble the 1930’s original. Five years
of planning and six months of con-
centrated effort resulted in a newly
refinished overlook, made of granite
guaranteed to last. The Friends con-
tributed $80,000 raised through pub-
lic donations, which served to re-
model the structure’s façade.

Engineer David Rogers, working
with Spring Valley Monument Com-
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Vote on Revised Open Lunch Policy Delayed
 To Next Meeting; Technology Update Given

By ROBERT COAKLEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

During its regular meeting, the
Westfield Board of Education decided
that the revised Open Lunch policy,
which will not be restricted to only
seniors, would be voted on at a special
meeting to be held next Tuesday.

Many members of the public spoke
out about the policy, which allows
juniors and seniors to leave the high
school campus for 40 minutes during
lunchtime.

A very vocal group wants to limit
the policy to seniors, while another
wants to keep it as it is, with stronger
enforcement. Parents are concerned
the students are leaving campus and
participating in sex, drugs and alcohol.

Board member Richard Solomon
said the school board’s committee on
the open lunch policy weighed all the
comments from the June 4 meeting.

Mr. Solomon said a, “culture of
compliance,” is needed, so the stu-

dents will know what will happen if
the policy is violated. In addition,
access to the high school should be
altered so there are only a few en-
trances and exits, while the rest are
emergency exits.

In a draft of the open lunch policy,
the school board decided that the
compliance of parents are needed,
and the students will need to operate
within the code of conduct outlined in
the student handbook. The students
and parents will have to sign a con-
tract showing willingness to comply
with the policy, which will allow the
students to have lunch off-campus.

The revised policy has enforce-
ment of the rules, and penalties list if
the students do not follow them. In
most cases, parents are contacted if

the policy is violated.
School Board President Arlene

Gardner said the students have not
given the school board a reason to
take the open lunch policy away
from the juniors, but they will take it
away if they do.

Board member Kimberly Rhodes
said the policy has to be seen as
enforceable by the students.

Some parents spoke at the meet-
ing, still uncertain about keeping the
open lunch policy as it is for both
juniors and seniors.

Ellen Anderson, a parent, said the
abuse of the policy was why so many
parents were concerned, and that the
original committee formed to study
the policy was biased in favor of it.

Another parent, Rachel Lipschultz,

said a contract explaining and permit-
ting open lunch signed by the parents
and the student is a great idea.

Westfield High School Principal
Dr. Robert Petix pointed out that half
of the juniors and seniors stay on
campus for lunch anyway. He added
that more might choose to stay on
campus next year with a new lounge
and more cafeteria space for them.

The board will vote on the new
open lunch policy at their next board
meeting, where a “proper” version
of the policy will be presented.

In other business, Carol Swann-
Daniels, Supervisor of Instructional
Technology, presented an update of
Westfield Instruction Technology
Program for 2002. She explained the

Graduation Photos
Send in your graduation photographs, and we will publish as many as

possible over the next few weeks. Please use e-mail and digital photo-
graphs if possible. Please send e-mail to press@goleader.com.

For those that wish to publish personal congratulations to graduates,
please send your business card and student name(s). There is a modest
charge for publishing your message. See www.goleader.com/graduates
or call (908) 232-4407.

Memorial Library Staff, Officials Speak
Out; Town Council Green Lights Salaries

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

On Tuesday night, the Westfield
Town Council heard from members
of the Westfield Memorial Library

staff as well as members of the com-
munity in response to the article that
appeared in the June 13 edition of
The Westfield Leader.

Library Director Barbara Thiele

was the first to speak. She said that
the library has many accomplish-
ments and that the staff works behind
the scenes for months on large
projects, such as
the summer
reading pro-
gram and the
new co-opera-
tive program
with Kean Uni-
versity. She
pointed out that
Monday was the
first day of the
children’s sum-
mer reading pro-
gram and that 157 children had signed
up.

Ms. Thiele said that the library has
a dedicated and enthusiastic staff
that deserves the council’s support.

Betty Barcan spoke on behalf of
the Library Board of Trustees. She
said that the library staff had been
informed of their raises months ago
and that the council should approve
the raises and treat the staff fairly.

Ms. Barcan added that the person-
nel committee has met three times to
re-evaluate salaries for next year.

Mary Cooney, who works in the
children’s department of the library
said that the raises were earned and
that with these raises the library is
still at the lower end of the pay scale
in the state.

Ms. Cooney stated that the direc-
tor has served for 18 years and built
the library where it is now. She added
that to be a librarian a master’s de-
gree is required and the starting sal-
ary for this position is $33,500, which
she compared to a teacher who is
only required to have a bachelor’s
degree, starts at $43,000 in Westfield.

She also compared the part-time
help pay rates at the library, $8.75
per hour, to the rate at town hall,
$12.08 per hour.

Staff member
Adrian Basso stated
her objections to a
statement made by
Town Administrator
James Gildea’s last
week during the
council’s confer-
ence session. Mr.
Gildea had stated
that if the library
were given $10,
they could spend 9

on salaries and 1 on books.
Ms. Basso said that this statement

was, “insulting to every library staff
member,” adding that the library
ranks highest in circulation and low-
est in expenditures per circulation.
She reminded the council that the
library is open seven days a week
during the school year and said the
facility is an invaluable resource.

Ms. Basso said that the council is
unaware of the important role of the
library and that there is no honor in
being underpaid and under appreci-
ated.

Andrew Lee, a Westfield resident,
library cardholder and New York
University Librarian and Teacher,
said that the library is important for
the education of this town. He said
that the library encourages the love
of reading, and that the library is
open after the school library is closed.

Mr. Lee said that the Westfield
Library is open more hours than many
branches of the New York Public
Library. He suggested that the coun-
cil approve the raises and then go to

Westfield resident Dr. Audrey
Fisch said that a person cannot
form a love for reading at Barnes
and Noble, and said that, “if
you’ve only been to Barnes and
Noble you are not a reader.”

Publisher’s Note:
Important Planning

Board Meeting
The Westfield Planning Board is

scheduled to consider the adoption
of the new Master Plan for Westfield
at the public meeting on June 24 at
8 p.m. at the municipal building. A
copy of the proposed plan is avail-
able at the public library. The Mas-
ter Plan will be the basis for future
development in the town.

The Planning Professional, Mr.
Blais Brancheau of Robert Catlin
and Associates, is providing the
files to The Westfield Leader such
that we can post the Master Plan
on the Internet for public access. It
is not known whether we can com-
plete the posting of the Plan in
time for the upcoming meeting.
Please check www.goleader.com/
features, email
editor@goleader.com or call (908)
232-4407 for information.

Salaries Are Reviewed
In Town of Westfield

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Many salaries, especially increases
in salaries, throughout Westfield have
recently come under
fire.

Town Administra-
tor James Gildea
used a formula to cal-
culate salary raises
for 2002. Town em-
ployees making over
$70,000 received a
four percent in-
crease, while those
under $70,000 re-
ceived a 6 percent
increase.

Mr. Gildea ex-
plained that some
employees received
a 7 percent increase
based on production
and performance.

Salary increases at
the library ranged
from 2.7 percent to 7
percent.

Twenty-nine ad-
ministrators, super-
visors and depart-
ment heads in the
Westfield school
system are members
of the Westfield As-
sociation of Administrators and Su-
pervisors. The Association renewed
their three-year contract in June of
2000, which grants them a 3.9 per-

cent salary increase each year.
The Westfield teachers’ contract

was recently ratified from July 1,
2002 to June 30,
2005. The contract
calls for a 3.9 per-
cent increase in
2002 and 2003,
and a 4 percent in-
crease in 2004.

According to
Board of Educa-
tion Public Infor-
mation Officer
Lorre Korecky
these increases are
below the Union
County average.

According to the
State Department
of Education re-
port card,
Westfield is spend-
ing above the state
average on salaries
and benefits for
faculty and staff,
but salaries and
benefits for admin-
istration are on par
with the state av-
erages.

The exact num-
bers for the

Westfield School system and Board
of Education were unavailable at
press time, but will be published in
next weeks edition of The Westfield
Leader.

Ten Highest PaidTen Highest PaidTen Highest PaidTen Highest PaidTen Highest Paid

Municipal EmployeesMunicipal EmployeesMunicipal EmployeesMunicipal EmployeesMunicipal Employees
111110.0.0.0.0. Construction Official

– Frank Hirsch - $69,960
9. Town Clerk – Bernard

Heeney - $70,405
8.8.8.8.8. Assistant Town Engi-

neer – Kris McAloon -
$71,656

7. Assistant Director of
Public Works – William
Fritzinger - $73,981

6.6.6.6.6. Fire Deputy Chief –
Ray Luck - $83,028

5. 5. 5. 5. 5. Town Administrator –
James Gildea - $85,000

4.4 .4 .4 .4 . Fire Chief – John
Castellano - $89,773

3.3.3.3.3. Library Director – Bar-
bara Thiele - $92,840

2.2.2.2.2. Police Chief – Bernard
Tracy - $93,600

1.1.1.1.1. Town Engineer – Ken-
neth Marsh - $101,670

Borough Residents Angered Over
Paying Twice For Sewer Hook Up

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Mountainside’s borough council
meeting of Tuesday June 18th had a
steep agenda. The meeting began on
a lighter note. The town council com-
mended Dana McCurdy for her bril-
liance as a Mountainside Scholar-
Athlete and student. Miss McCurdy
has been a student-athlete at Gover-
nor Livingston High School for four
years and recognized by the UCIAC
and the NJSIAA as the Governor
Livingston Scholar-Athlete of 2002
at the county and state levels.

She was named the Michael
Suchena Award Winner, the highest
athletic award given at Governor
Livingston for her excellence in soc-
cer and track. Ms. McCurdy will be
attending the University of Pennsyl-
vania in the fall.

“One of the nicer parts of being a
mayor is giving out commendations
to Mountainside residents,” Mayor
Robert Viglianti said.

The primary issue at Tuesday’s
meeting was a public hearing and
adoption of the Local Improvement

Assessment Commission. Certain
property owners on Prospect Avenue,
Summit Lane, and Mill Lane, who
have been utilizing septic systems,
will be abandoning their septic sys-
tems and hooked up to the sanitary
sewer system.

The borough board of health will
make the determination of whether a
resident must use the sewer system.
Under their regulations, if a resident
is within a few hundred feet of a
trunk line, they will be asked to hook
up.

“Affected property owners will be
given the opportunity to pay the as-
sessment over a ten year period, that
is permitted by New Jersey state
law,” said Borough Attorney John
Post. “The intent is to enable prop-
erty owners to spread out the cost of
this capital improvement to their
properties over a ten-year period.
The borough will be required, for
those people who elect to pay the
assessment over a 10-year term, to
collect interest.”

“There were many homes experi-
encing problems with their septic

system. The borough’s initial deci-
sion was a response from property
owners in the area,” Mr. Post contin-
ued.

This drew the ire of many resi-
dents of Mountainside, especially
many with fully functioning septic
systems and who felt that they were
not told of the immediacy of said
assessment and had to pay taxes in
the past for sewer systems, when
they were not reaping the benefits of
them.

Prospect Avenue resident Leonard
Edelson said, “it seems to me that
you are singling out this group of
people (affected property owners) to
pay for this assessment when all
these years we’ve paid taxes that
have gone towards supporting the
sewer system in the town, even though
we didn’t get benefit of it. And now
to come to us and say, now we’re
going to give you a sewer system and
you have to pay for what we’re do-
ing, somehow doesn’t seem fair to
us. What you have done is selec-
tively charged us for something that

                                                                                                                      Tracy Evans for The Westfield Leader
HELPING HANDS…Fourteen members of the Westfield High School Ice
Hockey Team, members of the Y’s Men, the Jaycees and many other members
of the community volunteered their time to work on the 9/11 memorial park this
past Saturday.

Tracy Evans for The Westfield Leader
EVERYONE’S BUBBLY...Nancy Priest, pictured left, who lead the charge for
restoring the Mindowaskin Park Overlook, toasts the committee and everyone
else present with sparkling grape juice at the dedication ceremony last Saturday.

Tracy Evans for The Westfield Leader
PROUD WESTIELD MOMENT...Nancy Priest reads her dedication address
for the restored Mindowaskin Park Overlook to the onlookers last Saturday
morning. Pictured left to right: Councilwoman Susan Jacobson, Councilman
Peter Echausse and Mayor Gregory McDermott.
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WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, JUNE 11
• Adrian Harris, 19, of Roselle was

charged at Westfield police headquar-
ters with hindering apprehension, for
allegedly using his brother’s name for
identification, and with possession of a
fraudulent insurance card for a motor
vehicle.

Harris, who was also wanted on con-
tempt of court warrants out of Westfield
and Roselle, was released after posting a
total of $285 bail.

THURSDAY, JUNE 13
• A Scotch Plains resident reported

the theft of a small amount of money,
believed to be $161, from a desk drawer
at a business on South Avenue, West.

• A Westfield resident reported that
an unknown person stole a brown leather
billfold, containing approximately $300
in cash, from her purse. The purse had
been left in an open office room at a
South Avenue physician’s office.

FRIDAY, JUNE 14
• Timothy Hall, 36, of Cranford was

arrested following a motor vehicle stop in
the 200 block of Gallows Hill Road and
charged with driving while intoxicated.
He was released on his own recognizance.

• Diane Diehl, 44, of Union was ar-
rested on South Avenue, West, and
charged with possession of suspected
heroin and with possession of drug para-
phernalia. She was released on her own
recognizance with a summons.

• Portia Mitchell, 36, of Newark was
arrested and charged with shoplifting
$32.22 worth of merchandise from a
North Avenue pharmacy. She was addi-
tionally charged with hindering appre-
hension, possession of a fictitious driver’s
license and possession of drug parapher-
nalia.

Mitchell, who was also arrested on
warrants out of North Plainfield,
Watchung, Green Brook and Piscataway,
was turned over to the Watchung Police
Department. Bail was set at a total of
$3,350.

SATURDAY, JUNE 15
• The owner of a Central Avenue

restaurant reported the theft of a statue,
valued at $100, from in front of his
restaurant.

• A Harrow Road resident reported
the theft of a designer golf bag, golf
clubs, two baseball gloves and two pairs
of shoes from his front lawn. The total
value of the missing items was $890.

• A Virginia Street resident reported
the theft of his Nokia cellular telephone

and that charges were made to the tele-
phone in the amount of $1,822.

SUNDAY, JUNE 16
• Russell Decker, 18, of Garwood

was arrested following a motor vehicle
stop on Central Avenue and charged
with possession of a prohibited weapon,
described as brass knuckles.

Decker was released on his own re-
cognizance with a summons. A 17-year-
old Westfield youth who was taken into
custody on the same charge was released
to his mother, police said.

Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

Exit 577 South

Bob’s
Linens & Things Highway 22

Comp USA

East Broad St.
Garden State

Parkway

Highway 22

Nursery at
524 Springfield Ave

Central Ave

Exit

138

Exit
135

Kennilworth Blvd

Mountain

Ave

Hydrangea

20% Off

www.williams-nursery.com
524 Springfield Ave•Westfield•908-232-4076 

Across from Echo Lake Park•Visa, MasterCard, Amex

Wed-Sat 9am-7pm • Sun-Tue 9am-6pm  

Perennial Parade

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House

Marked Price

June is the Best Month
  to Plant Perennials
June is the Best Month
  to Plant Perennials

• Large Selection 
• Summer Beauty
• Long Lasting Blooms
• Flowers Suitable for Drying

• Large Selection 
• Summer Beauty
• Long Lasting Blooms
• Flowers Suitable for Drying

Good Thru 06/25

Trophy
Taker 
Daylilies

Mix & Match

• Double Bloom-Time
•Extra Vigor!
•Wow!  Flowers

• Double Bloom-Time
•Extra Vigor!
•Wow!  Flowers

Buy 6 get 
10% Off
Buy 12 get 
15% Off
Buy 20 get 
20% Off $2 Off

Jennifer Pinto for The Westfield Leader
SPLISH, SPLASH…This Wednesday morning, students in the “Special Times”
camp at Nursery School of the Presbyterian Church in Westfield cooled off from
the heat by taking a refreshing ride down a slip and slide on the front lawn of
the facility.

BUILDING DESIGNER NAMED KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Westfield High School Seniors
Will Receive Diplomas June 24

WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School (WHS) will hold gradua-
tion ceremonies at 6 p.m. on Mon-
day, June 24 at Kehler Stadium. In
the event of inclement weather,
graduation will be held at the Na-
tional Guard Armory.

Approximately 330 seniors will
receive diplomas. If the weather is
questionable, a decision on where
the graduation ceremonies will be
held will be made by noon on Mon-
day, June 24, with the announce-
ment appearing at
www.westfieldnj.com and on TV-
36.

Later that evening, The Bash, an
all-night substance-free graduation
party sponsored by the Optimist
Club of Westfield, will be held at
the Ricochet Health and Racquet
Club.

The keynote speaker for the com-
mencement ceremony will be
Leslie E. Robertson, P.E., S.E.,

who is responsible for the struc-
tural design of hundreds of build-
ings and structures around the world
including the World Trade Center.

He also designed the United
States Steel Headquarters in Pitts-
burgh, Pa., the Bank of China Tower
in Hong Kong, Puerta de Europa in
Madrid and the Continental Arena
in the Meadowlands, as well as
museums in Berlin, Portland, Me.
and Seattle, and the Miho Museum
Bridge in Japan.

Mr. Robertson was recently
named one of Engineering News
Record’s (ENR) “125 Top People
of the Past 125 Years.” He is one of
20 structural engineers (nine of
whom are living) who made ENR’s
list of 125 Top People.

Mr. Robertson is currently work-
ing with Kohn Pedersen Fox on the
Shanghai World Financial Center,
which will be the world’s tallest
building when complete.

817 Jerusalem Rd., Scotch Plains
Plumbing, Heating & Cooling

McDowells

908-233-8139
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Next BOE Meeting to Include
Vote on Open Lunch Policy

new computers the schools are getting,
and how they will be used to teach the
students.

She also pointed out that Internet
resources are used extensively on all
levels, and multimedia project have been
initiated at various schools, and middle
school and high school students use
PowerPoint for their projects and presen-
tations and cite Internet resources.

Ms. Swann-Daniels discussed the
wireless computer labs proposed at
Edison and Roosevelt Intermediate
Schools. Due to the high ratio of comput-
ers to students and the lack of space, it
was decided to be a cost effective alterna-
tive the replacement Math Department
computers and installing world languages
computers.

The department saved enough money
to put an additional computer in Special
Education Program. The plan provides
for lab use by social studies, world lan-
guages and mathematics departments,
which will mean more student access for
a similar cost.

A Try-and-Buy arrangement was
made, and 10 teachers were selected to
participate in two days of training. They
learned how to coordinate the technol-
ogy and create WebQuests, which are
Internet-based lessons.

After a rough start at Edison School,
the wireless lab pilot project worked at
both intermediate schools. The teachers
and students were all overwhelmingly
enthusiastic, Ms. Swann-Daniels said.

The pilot program showed how suc-
cessful the equipment would be on the
school network and how 50 percent of
the middle school students had at least
once experience with labs.

The pilot teachers were able to create
and deliver lessons using Internet re-
sources. The wireless labs will be in-
stalled in both middle schools over the
summer, and the teachers will be trained
in their use. There will be laptops and
classrooms printers for 65 wireless labs
in math, social studies and special edu-
cation middle school and elementary
wireless lab teachers.

For the intermediate schools, there
will be software for the curriculum, pro-
ductivity software, such as Office 2001
for the Mac, Apple Works, iTools and
iMovie installed on each unit.

Special education classes at both
Edison and Roosevelt Schools will get
two eMacs, a printer, teacher laptops,
and training sessions for the equipment,
as well as productivity software on each
unit.

There will also be four student eMacs
in each fifth grade classroom, and one
teacher eMac. The teacher’s computer
will be capable of connecting to televi-
sions for group presentations. Software
is being identified to support the cur-
riculum in classes, and there will be
productivity software installed on the
eMacs.

For Westfield High School, 40 re-
placement PCs will be allocated for the
mathematics lab, the open lab in Room
No. 132 and the social studies lab.

Ms. Gardner said technology is al-
ways changing, and the school board
needs to compare where they are with
where they want to be.

Board member Ginny Leiz said the

board will need to know how the staff is
doing with the equipment, and how
impaired students are using the comput-
ers.

In other board business, Ms. Gardner
reported that the Westfield Education
Association ratified its contract with the
school board prior to the contract’s ex-
piration date of June 30. The board
passed the new contract unanimously.

Karen E. Cancellieri
Graduated on May 25
WESTFIELD – The University of

New Hampshire in Durham, N.H. has
reported that Karen Elizabeth Cancellieri
of Westfield received a Bachelors De-
gree in English during the University’s
Commencement Ceremony on May 25.

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. An-
thony Cancellieri of Westfield, Karen
was a student in the College of Liberal
Arts at the University of New Hamp-
shire. She was a University Honor Stu-
dent.

Palma Graduates
The Forman School
WESTFIELD – Brian Palma, the

son of Charles Palma of Verona and
Susan Palma of Westfield, gradu-
ated from The Forman School in
Litchfield, Conn. on June 1.

Brian has been active with the
school’s sports program since his
arrival at Forman as a freshman.

He has been a member of the foot-
ball, ski racing and lacrosse teams,
winning awards for his hard work on
the ski team and the lacrosse team.

Brian also won the Forman School
Athletic Director’s Award for 2002.

Wheaton College Places
Ottoson on Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Elizabeth Ruth
Ottoson, the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Ottoson of Westfield,
has been named to the Dean’s List
for the spring semester at Wheaton
College in Wheaton, Ill. She is a
liberal arts/nursing major.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Memorial Library Staff,
Officials Speak Out at Meeting

the Trustees to find other ways to
resolve this matter.

Joan Thurman, the library office
manager, said that she thought the
library and the council were on the
same team. She said that library fund-
ing is controlled by state laws that
were enacted in 1905 and revised as
recently as 2001. She said that these
are not new local practices and that
by approving the raises, the council
is only authorizing the cutting of the
checks.

Ms. Thurman stated that Mr.
Gildea’s comment was inaccurate
and that the statement made last week
by Mayor Gregory McDermott that
it “doesn’t matter” if the council
disagrees, seemed unfair. She told
the council that they receive a com-
plete financial report, a report from
the director and the assistant director
on a monthly basis. She added that in
times of economic slow downs the
use of public libraries soars.

Ms. Thurman also said that the
library’s budget request was $240
over the minimum required by the
state and that there are currently
three professional vacancies and that
it is difficult to recruit and retain
people for these positions.

Jill Sawers, a resident of Westfield,
said that the library is an invaluable
asset to the community. “I think we
should give them a raise,” Mrs.
Sawers said.

Jeanne Ryan, a Westfield resident
and professional librarian, said that
Ms. Thiele’s 18 years of service to
the community needs to be a matter
of public record. She also said that
the library should be free from poli-
tics.

Westfield resident Dr. Audrey Fisch
said that a person cannot form a love
for reading at Barnes and Noble, and
said that, “if you’ve only been to
Barnes and Noble you are not a
reader.”

She said that putting in, “pretty
curb stones,” has become more im-
portant, and questioned if we really
care about what is going on inside

the library.
Mayor McDermott responded that

he wanted to clarify the issues with
the library. He said that the comment
on the budget by Mr. Gildea may
have come off in the newspaper as
being “flip” but that Mr. Gildea was
trying to explain to the council how
the process works, and that any num-
ber could have been plugged in.

“I don’t think any members of the
council would dispute the impor-
tance of the library,” Mayor
McDermott stated.

He added that the council is look-
ing at all of the salaries in town and
that they may have picked the wrong
time of the year to do so, after the
salaries had been made. Mayor
McDermott stated that there are, “no
bad feelings between the two bod-
ies.”

Fourth Ward Councilman Kevin
Walsh stated that he was not aware
that the council gets a report from the
library. He said that the issue was
with the salaries of the upper echelon
and administration, not the staff. He
said that he hoped for better commu-
nication moving forward.

In other business, West Broad
Street resident Mike Gonnella stated
that he was surprised by the pro-
posed location of an eight-foot stock-
ade fence. The fence will separate
his property from the Memorial Pool
Complex. The proposed fence would
not only back to his property, but end
at his garage and start again on the
other side. He said that he is asking
for a few feet as a compromise. He
said that the town has been helpful
and congenial, and that he was not
surprised by the placement of a fence,
only the exact location of it.

Mayor McDermott stated that the
council would not be voting on any-
thing formal that night, and that
though it was green acres property,
they would try to figure something
out.

The Mayor and council unani-
mously approved the salaries for the
Memorial Library, as well as the
regularly salaried Town employees.
First Ward Councilman Carl
Salisbury was not present.

The council also approved the
second reading of the ordinances
approving the sale of the $1.6 mil-
lion bond for Memorial Pool con-
struction and the consolidation of
debt, not to exceed $5,937,000.

The council also approved the
first reading of an ordinance ap-
proving the fire department to in-
stall key boxes, security caps for
fire suppression systems and auto-
matic fire alarms for use in times of
emergency.

Fire Chief John Castellano ex-
plained that the lock boxes are
tamperproof, and that there are now
over 100 buildings that the fire de-
partment maintains keys for at their
headquarters. He said that this sys-
tem will allow for a more rapid
response and that they could curtail
damage.

Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh
gave an update on the Rahway Av-
enue road-calming project. He said
that the bump-outs are complete
and that the grading has been done
for the speed humps, raised cross-
walks and raised intersections. Pav-
ing will be done on Friday and the
striping will be done the following
day. Signs to warn drivers of the
speed humps and raised pavement
are on order.

The council went into closed ses-
sion at the request of Town Attorney
Robert Cockren to discuss potential
litigation the town may be involved
in.

The next public meeting of the
Town Council will be on Tuesday,
July 2, at 8 p.m.
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Mindowaskin
Park Overlook
pany, shaped the overlook in accor-
dance with historical records and
photographs. Among the authenti-
cating touches are the ‘Mindowaskin
Park’ plaque and the two balustrades,
found to be preserved by Public
Works since the original overlook’s
creation.

“The added details and finishing
touches brought it back to life,”
Nancy Priest, president of Friends
described on Saturday, “The Friends
were the visionaries.”

Her pride in the work was evident
as she shared the stage with beaming
board members, some of whom con-
tributed directly to the beautifica-
tion of the site. Members Richard
Edge and Craig Stock, with the vol-
untary contributions of Williams
Nursery, assisted by planting the
gardens that border the overlook on
either side.

Ms. Priest’s words, accompanied
by a brief presentation by Mayor
McDermott, were concluded with a
formal ribbon-cutting ceremony and
faux champagne toast. The
overlook’s charm enticed those in
attendance to remain after the
speeches came to an end, to ex-
change memories and further exam-
ine the newly refinished structure.

“We’re never satisfied, never fin-
ished,” joked board member Sherry
Cronin. She added that the Friends
are seeking to restore two of the
park’s historic stairways leading up
to Mountain Avenue, one already
existing. Donors will have another
opportunity to immortalize their
names on a proposed “wedding
walk” near the gazebo. In addition
to new plantings, the walkways
would then feature commemorative
pavers for those patrons passing
through the park on their wedding
day.

Melba Nixon, one of the Friend’s
Board of Directors charter mem-
bers, captured Saturday’s mood; “I
couldn’t be happier, seeing people
always supporting Westfield enter-
prises and endeavors,” she boasted,
“This is truly a jewel. I feel like we
are a part of history here.”

Friedman Awarded
Degree at Syracuse
WESTFIELD – The School

of Information Studies at Syra-
cuse University in Syracuse, N.Y.
revealed that Nicholas Friedman
of Westfield received a Bachelor
of Science Degree in Informa-
tion Management and Technol-
ogy during the University’s 148th
Commencement Ceremony on
May 12.
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Mountainside
the whole community should be pay-
ing for.”

Mayor Viglianti and the borough
council reassured the public, citing the
increased safety, the alleviation of
health problems, and heightened prop-
erty values.

The bid for the 2002-2003 Repair of
Sanitary Sewer Trunk line Contract
was awarded to J.B. Ragonese Con-
struction Co. of Garwood in the amount
of $79,376.40 as recommended by
Engineer Mike Disko and Borough
Attorney Post. The sewer trunk line
will cover Mill Lane, Park Drive, and
Springfield Avenue as it passes into
Kenilworth and the Rahway Valley.

The council announced the appoint-
ment of Lori Lysy as Police Adminis-
trative Assistant effective June 3, 2002
at an annual salary of $30,000. How-
ever, she has quit the position effective
June 14 and the resolution was passed,
paying her for the nine days worked.
The police department is seeking an-
other applicant.

The council passed a request from
the Finance Officer for a Chapter 159
resolution to include a special item of
revenue in the 2002 municipal budget
from the Clean Communities Program
in the amount of $1,899.80.

A decision was made for the appoint-
ment of the Borough Clerk Judy Osty or
her designee, as custodian of municipal
records, and the Chief of Police James
Debbie, or his designee, as custodian of
police records in accordance with the
new Public Records Act.

The council renewed the liquor li-
censes of Raagini and Mountainside
Elks. The veterans’ deductions granted
by the Tax Assessor for the year 2001
were refunded.

The town recognized a request from
the Tax Assessor and Borough Attor-
ney for a tax appeal settlement to Prime
Care One for tax years 2001 and 2002.

Ordinance 1049-02, passed on sec-
ond reading, will amend the Borough
of Mountainside’s Uniform Fire Code
under Chapter XVI. Ordinance 1050-
02, passed on second reading, con-
cerns the amending of the Borough of
Mountainside’s fees for fire inspec-
tions under Chapter IX.

The meeting also included the intro-
duction of Ordinance 1051-2002, an
“ordinance to amend the fee schedule
of certain fees for copies of public
records and for the completion and
filing of certain vital statistic reports,”
councilman Michael Perrotta said.

The next meeting of the borough
council will be held on Tuesday, July 9
at 8 p.m.


