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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Parulis – A boil of the gums
2. Acrolein – Yellowish or colorless

liquid used as tear gas
3. Carrow –  In Ireland, a gambler
4. Galyak – A flat, glossy fur made

from the pelts of lamb

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is
correct. The others are made up. Are
you sharp enough to discern this de-
ception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly –
good guess. If you get two – well-read
individual. If you get three – word
expert. If you get all four – You must
have a lot of free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

TRETIS
1. Act of making an example or dis-

play
2. Well-formed
3. An instrument for boring
4. Marked by fear; anxiety

DEFALCATION
1. Misappropriation of money; em-

bezzlement
2. Marking or laying out of a camp or

settlement
3. Removing of a claw
4. Crouching or cowering

HARIOLATION
1. Proclamation
2. Prognostication
3. Dragging with force
4. Clamoring; noisy

INSALUBRITY
1. Salt free
2. Incapable of being solved
3. Unsociability; shyness
4. Unhealthfulness; unwholesomeness

Resident Thanks Police For Help,
Says They Deserve Adequate Pay

Today, just a little while ago, I en-
tered my home only to find that the
French door to the vestibule somehow
got locked and I was unable to disarm
my alarm. Of course, by opening the
main door I had triggered the alarm
and it was screaming!

The Westfield Police were there im-
mediately to check who I was, if my
children and I were alright and then
they stayed to help me get into my
home. Although it turned out to be a
false alarm, they were courteous, wick-
edly helpful (Thank you Officer
Rodgers!) and professional through-
out the entire ordeal.

What a shame that one of the best
Police Departments in Union County
is under compensated for the wonder-
ful involved job they do on a daily
basis. Not just because of what hap-
pened today, but everyday our town is
taken care of by experienced, caring
professionals. Community work with

the schools and parks, getting to know
the people in the town, information
and assistance when needed and a
friendly smile and always a helping
hand anytime day or night. How sad
that they are paid so much less than
neighboring communities such as Sum-
mit and Scotch Plains. I would think
that if the compensation isn’t in keep-
ing with other comparable positions,
we would be in jeopardy in losing the
good employees the town has. They
need to know that we respect them and
the good work they do by paying them
a fair and just wage.

I would hope that the Town Council
decides to do the right thing and do
everything in their power to maintain
the Police and the Fire Departments
instead of trying to take them apart.
The well-being of every resident and
business in Westfield is at stake.

Debby Burslem
Westfield

Reader Questions
Traffic Light Timing

As Scotch Plains Residents Speak Out
Mayor and Council Keep Open Forum

At its two most recent meetings, the Scotch Plains
Township Council gave residents a combined five
hours to express their opinions about the ordinance
being considered that would give local police the
right to enter a private residence where underage
persons are in possession of or consuming alcoholic
beverages. No local issue in recent memory—be it
property tax increases, garbage collection or down-
town development-has so galvanized township resi-
dents. This newspaper has received letters about the
matter, people are talking to each other about it and
residents, nearly three dozen of them, have stepped
to the microphone to air their opinions before mem-
bers of the council.

It has certainly been an impressive sight to watch
citizens speaking to their government on an issue that
is important to them. And the wide range of men and
women who have spoken up on the underage drink-
ing issue has also been notable: the county prosecu-
tor and a few attorneys, a former township police
officer, several substance abuse prevention advo-
cates, a physician, three local religious leaders and,
primarily, average citizens, many of whom have
probably never attended a council meeting.

Pro or con, these residents spoke passionately
about the proposed ordinance, which has not yet
been formally introduced and, if it ultimately is,
won’t be considered until after the summer. They had
their facts, they spoke from their hearts and from

their personal experiences, they asked pertinent ques-
tions and several found themselves engaged in ex-
tended debate with several members of the council.
Not everyone was a professional public speaker, but
all made their points well and they were treated by the
council with respect and courtesy, regardless of
where they stood on this contentious issue. We’d
have to guess that Union County Prosecutor Thomas
Manahan, who attended and spoke during last week’s
three-hour public discussion, was duly impressed by
the depth of the dialogue in which he took part.

Credit should also be given to the Township Coun-
cil for allowing such an extensive discussion of an
issue that it’s not yet formally considering. Mayor
Martin Marks entered office two-and-a-half years
ago promising a more open government that listened
to its residents, and he certainly has made good on
that vow. As the Council continues to ponder the
future of the underage drinking ordinance in coming
weeks and months, we hope the Council continues to
offer the public further opportunities to voice their
opinions on this issue, for township residents have
distinguished themselves by their intelligent and
thoughtful expressions of support for and opposition
to the proposal.

Those who might think voters don’t give a darn
about anything anymore may have been a bit prema-
ture, at least judging from what’s been going on at the
Scotch Plains Township Council’s meetings of late.

Coordinator Believes Misconceptions
Exist About SP Drinking Ordinance

Parent Praises Westfield School’s,
Specifically Thanking Mr. Stouffer

This is a copy of a letter written to Dr. William Foley,
Westfield Superintendent of Schools

*  *  *  *  *
We’re sure you hear many com-

plaints in the course of your day; it
comes with the territory when you run
a school district in a demanding town
like Westfield, but we wanted to pass
along some praise.

Our son, Joshua Schwartz, is a fifth-
grade student at Wilson Elementary
School. For the past three years, he has
been a member of the Wilson band (he
plays clarinet); for the past two years,
he has been chosen for the All-City
Band. Through all that time, he has
been taught by Steven Stouffer.

You’ve probably heard this before,
but Mr. Stouffer is an extraordinary
man. He is a fine music teacher, and
has done an awe-inspiring job of bring-
ing these bands together each year.
Last night’s band performance drew a
standing ovation from an audience that
could not believe it had just listened to
fourth and fifth graders. They played
with style and verve, and the music
was fabulous.

Much of this can be attributed to the
talent of our children, certainly. But
much of the credit must go to Mr.
Stouffer, his enthusiasm; his kindness
and his musicianship inspire these kids
to accomplish unimaginable things.

Our children and we are very lucky
to have a teacher like Mr. Stouffer.

Jerry Schwartz and
Nina Ovryn

Westfield

WESTFIELD – Progress is being
made on a project that will do more
than simply meet Westfield’s imme-
diate parking needs. It will also es-
tablish the kind of town Westfield
can and should be in the years to
come. The Westfield Redevelopment
Project, which was created through a
resolution passed by the Town Coun-
cil, embraces the findings of the
Westfield Parking Committee’s final
report. The report had concluded that
there is a current parking shortfall of
between 800 and 950 parking spaces
in the downtown area.

Rather than simply increase park-
ing spaces throughout town, the Re-
development Project strives to create
an overall vision for the business
district that will generate both tax-
payer-friendly development projects
and enhanced parking capabilities.

To oversee redevelopment plan-
ning over the next several months, I
have appointed a Project Review
Committee that includes Downtown
Westfield Executive Director Sherry
Cronin; Parking Advisory Commit-
tee Chairman Charles Weidman;
Town Administrator James Gildea;
and Town Council Members Raphael
Betancourt, Lawrence Goldman and
Claire Lazarowitz. In addition, the
Town Council has contracted with
The Atlantic Group, an urban devel-
opment consulting firm, and
Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith, Ravin,

Davis & Himmel as redevelopment
counsel.

The committee and consultants
will be working toward two specific
goals: designating two Town-owned
sites as redevelopment areas and
forming a public-private partnership
with a highly qualified developer
team.

The two redevelopment sites that
we are going to concentrate on are
surface parking lots 1 and 8 at Pros-
pect and Elm Streets and Lots 3 and
3A at the South Avenue commuter
parking lot. At this preliminary stage,
the objective is to create mixed-use
developments that will add an esti-
mated 700 new parking spaces, plus
a yet-to-be determined number of
market rate and affordable housing
units and new retail space.

We will be seeking to partner with
a developer team that has excellent
design credentials so as to ensure
that the parking facilities are well
integrated and are as inconspicuous
as possible. We are confident that a
unique opportunity exists to maxi-
mize the strong market that exists in
Westfield for new residential and
complementary retail space to order
to create an aesthetically pleasing
parking solution. Most important,
the public-private approach to this
redevelopment project will enable
us to achieve these goals without
impacting municipal taxes.

Player Feels Recreation Commission
Was Unfair to St. Bart’s Old-timers

The St Bart’s Old-timers Softball
League is an over-30 men’s league that
is comprised of 150 men, primarily
from Fanwood, Scotch Plains and
Westfield. For over 20 years, this won-
derful league has been playing on the
fields of Scotch Plains and Fanwood,
including Forest Road Park field in
Fanwood.

This year’s season is in full gear and
the newly renovated Forest Road Park
field is just about ready for use (newly
sodded and beautifully re-landscaped).

However, just as the Boys of Sum-
mer are scheduled to start playing on
the Forest Road Park field and enjoy
the improvements made, the Fanwood
Recreation Commission has made an
incoherent and unfair decision.

It recently met and made a closed
decision to turn its back on its loyal,
longtime tenant, revoking the St. Bart’s
league’s right to play on its previously
scheduled dates, due to complications
at LaGrande field (failure to adequately
protect children playing in the play-
ground next to the LaGrande softball
field) and the resulting need to find the
Fanwood Men’s Softball League alter-
nate accommodations.

Being the father of three young girls,
I fully empathize with the decision to
cease play at LaGrande until some-
thing is done to adequately protect the
children at play (is anything being
done?). However, to disrupt another
league and doing it so late in the sea-
son, based on a decision made by a
recreation committee whose head,
Kevin Ewing, is himself a member of
the soon-to-be-displaced Fanwood
League, is a blatant display of insensi-
tive and disloyal thinking, with a smat-
tering of a conflict of interest.

This should really not surprise me,
though, coming from the same recre-
ation commission whose policy is to
currently still allow a men’s Sunday
morning league to play at LaGrande,
even while invoking this poorly thought
out, makeshift decision.

I guess it’s okay to put children at
risk on Sundays and not on weeknights
and to turn your back on loyal, taxpay-
ing adults who have done nothing but
tried to make arrangements to play
softball on their normally scheduled
evenings.

The people of Fanwood should be
upset and embarrassed by the way this
whole issue is being handled and in
that their recreation commission obvi-
ously operates in a way that is reactive
and not proactive, and secretive.

I would think the obvious solution

to the problem is to raise the netting/
fence protecting the youngsters next to
the LaGrande field, thereby maintain-
ing the field’s use, avoiding the dis-
placement issue and allowing your tax-
payers to enjoy the beautiful park sys-
tem you just spent their money on to
renovate.

Those of you who feel as I do should
voice your opinion by calling the
Fanwood Recreation Commission,
(908) 889-2080, or the Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall (908) 322-8236. With one
telephone call, you can help the chil-
dren of Fanwood, the Fanwood Men’s
League and the St. Bart’s Old-timers
League.

David A. Rothenberg
St. Bart’s Old-timers League

Letters to the Editor

I would like to address some mis-
conceptions I noticed at the last Scotch
Plains Town Council meeting during
which citizens discussed the issue of
the proposed ordinance to apply penal-
ties to underage drinking on private
property. Many are concerned that the
ordinance would shadow a young per-
son throughout their life by giving
them a criminal record. This is untrue.

The conviction of a municipal ordi-
nance violation does not constitute a
criminal conviction or arrest. Any ju-
venile record generated from such a
violation is, “strictly safeguarded from
public inspection” and is kept confi-
dential  NJ.S.A. 2A:4A-60a.

The ordinance won’t eliminate un-
derage drinking. This is true. It is one
more component in the many efforts
that are undertaken to keep our com-
munity safe. People have urged more
education instead of passage of the
ordinance. The school district includes
substance prevention education in its
curriculum along with supplemental
programs and activities. MAC pro-
vides more than half-a-dozen substance
abuse prevention programs to youth.
The High School PTA developed the
Challenge Question program, and high
school students from DECA formu-
lated and delivered DECA’s Day of
Decision to middle school students.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood PTA
Council provides, Think Purple Week,
a week of substance awareness educa-
tion in early March- The Scotch Plains
Police Department presents the DARE
program which reinforces self esteem

and refusal skills in fifth grade stu-
dents. We are very fortunate in Scotch
Plains to have so many fine programs
to educate our youth provided by so
many concerned community groups.
However, with all this education, un-
derage drinking remains the dominant
substance abuse problem in our com-
munity.

People have said that current laws
adequately protect us from underage
drinking. Under current law, if the
police are called to a home where un-
derage drinking is occurring, only the
homeowner could receive any penalty.
This ordinance will close this loophole
by providing a meaningful consequence
to those engaged in a behavior that can
have devastating consequences to
themselves and to the community as a
whole.

Cathy Cvetovich
Coordinator, SP-F Municipal

Alliance Committee
Erratum

In our June 13 edition, the caption
for the photograph on the top of page
9 should have read, “Mrs. Fenichel
poses with her father, Mr. Michael
Schwartz.”

Also in the story on the Street Fairs,
Mr. Darryl Walker was incorrectly
referred to as President of the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce. Mr.
Walker was the Westfield Family Fest
Event Coordinator. Ms. Diane Barabas
is the Chair of the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce Board of Di-
rectors.

We regret the errors.

Reader Decries BOE Detachment
From Reality On Open Lunch Policy
The drug arrests of six underclassmen

during school hours, less than 24 hours
after Dr. Robert Petix again defended
the open lunch policy at the last Board of
Education meeting, confirms the extent
of the high school administration’s de-
tachment from reality and loss of con-
trol. It’s time for the Board to reassert its
proper jurisdictional and supervisory role
by severing the administration’s inde-
fensible attachment to this dangerous,
radical and bankrupt policy.

The Board of Education must reorder
its priorities. Safety, rather than hare-
brained utopian experiments, must al-
ways come first. Once the safety of our
students has been restored and the open
lunch policy limited and brought under
control, then the Board needs to take a
long, hard look at what other policies
may exist which detract from the high
school’s proper educational mission.
Certainly, the fact that Dr. Petix has
begun to move in the direction of ad-
dressing serious security deficiencies at

the high school is a good start, but it is
simply not enough.

When New York City faced financial
ruin in the 1970’s, the Financial Control
Review Board was created to put a halt
to runaway spending and to restore fis-
cal responsibility. When an insolvent
corporation loses control of its finances,
the Bankruptcy Court appoints a trustee
to curb spendthrift debtors. Perhaps there
is a valuable lesson to be learned from
these events.

Now that it’s obvious that the high
school’s administration has not only lost
control of security, but, worse, is reluc-
tant to recognize the crisis that it has
created and continues to perpetuate, per-
haps the Board should establish an emer-
gency high school oversight committee.
The present administration, if left to its
own devices, cannot reasonably be ex-
pected to fix a crisis that it won’t even
acknowledge exists.

Robert J. Ratner
Westfield

Ice Hockey Assoc. Says
Thank You for Support

On behalf of the Westfield High
School Ice Hockey Association I would
like to thank the “Family Skate Night”
participants for their support of our ice
hockey team. The Westfield Recre-
ation Department came up with the
idea and generously allowed us to share
in this activity. Thank you to Bruce
Kaufmann and Traci Kastner.

I would also like to thank all of the
hockey players and their parents who
donated their time each week.

Due to popular demand, the Friday
“Family Skate Nights” will resume in
the fall.

Ray Luck
President, Westfield High School

 Ice Hockey Association

Verizon Cell Antenna Prompts
Safety Concerns Among Residents

At its June 26 meeting, the Fanwood
Planning Board is scheduled to discuss a
proposal by Verizon Wireless to add a
number of cell phone antennae to a
PSE&G tower located near North Av-
enue in Fanwood, between Elm Street
and Oak Court.

Although I don’t live in that part of
town, I do have concerns about the pro-
posal and its potential effect on a resi-
dential neighborhood. Who in our small
borough can honestly say that what goes
on in another part of town, “doesn’t
effect my neighborhood”?

The safety concerns of the
homeowners near the proposed site must
be considered. If Verizon needs more
antennae to serve the demands of its
customers, then it should install the an-
tennae in commercial and industrial
zones — not in a residential zone.

Allowing Verizon to install its com-
mercial operation in a residential zone
would set a bad precedent that would
open the door to future encroachments in
other Fanwood neighborhoods. I urge
the Planning Board to heed the objec-
tions of the homeowners near the pro-

posed cell phone antennae site. A more
suitable location must be found for this
commercial venture.

Tom Plante
Democratic candidate
for Fanwood Borough

Council

Library Assistant
Director Defines State
Library Budget Laws

BOE Unresponsiveness Questioned
Regarding Open Lunch Policy

Editor’s note: The term “mil”, as it is used in this letter,
refers to one one-thousandth of a dollar

*  *  *  *  *
As the Assistant Director of the

Westfield Memorial Library, as well
as a resident and taxpayer in town, I
would like to respond to the front
page article in the June 13 edition
describing the Town Council’s con-
cerns about funding the library. I
think it’s important that readers are
made aware of the following: (1)
The library’s budget is dictated by
state law; the minimum required by
state law for library funding is 1/3
mil of the Town’s equalized valua-
tion. This year we requested $240
above this required minimum. (2)
Being funded at this minimum level,
the Westfield Library is in the bot-
tom 15 percent of public libraries in
the State of New Jersey: that is, 85
percent of the libraries in the state
are funded well above the 1/3 mil
minimum level.

Working within the limitation of
both conditions described above, I
believe the library offers a level of
se rv ice  and  commitment  to
Westfield that places us in the top
15 percent of libraries in the state.
Both the library administration and
staff should be commended for de-
livering on the dollar.

Carol Ann Wilson
Assistant Library Director

Westfield

Editor’s note: This letter was sent to
members of the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation and copied to The Westfield
Leader.

I have been following this issue via
friends and through the local press. I haven’t
heard a coherent argument in favor of the
present policy of allowing students to leave
the school during lunchtime. There appear
to be plenty of instances of students abus-
ing the policy. I don’t understand why you
won’t respond to the concern of a growing
number of parents, and either eliminate the
open lunch policy since it clearly isn’t

working as intended, or allow the privilege
with written parental permission for se-
niors only.

I think you have a responsibility to
respond on this issue, and I don’t see
enough evidence that you’ve been meet-
ing this responsibility.

Simon Lack
Westfield

Editor’s comment: As reported in the
current edition of The Hi’s Eye, the
Westfield High School newspaper, and
as confirmed by this newspaper with the
police department, six WHS students
(five females 15 years of age and one
male 16 years of age) were arrested at
lunchtime at Edgar and Codding roads
on June 5 with possession of marijuana;
less than 50 grams.

I have a question for the Fanwood
Police Department. What is the rhyme,
reason or logic behind the traffic light
timing in Fanwood? There seems to be
an inordinate amount of time spent in
some intersections compared to others
 in particular, Martine Avenue and
North Avenue, and Martine Avenue
and Midway Ave.

Due to the uneven timing, I am forced
to alter my route to avoid it, presum-
ably along with other fellow
Fanwoodians.

Thank you for your anticipated re-
sponse.

Amy H. Citrano
Fanwood
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Redevelopment Project
To Serve Westfield’s Needs

By Westfield MayorGregory McDermott


