
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood Thursday, July 18, 2002 Page 3

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

�

�
�������	


��������
��

������������	
����	��������	�

������

���������	
�

������ ����	
���

��
���

$3500
Activation with 2 year contract����

• Long Distance
• Voice Mail
• Call Waiting

OWNER OPERATED • SERVING UNION CO.

15 East Broad St. Westfield, NJ
908.654.6440            Fax: 908.654.6441
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�Keeping Families Connected Is Our Top Priority��

CE L L U L A R PH O N E S,  BE E P E R S & PAG E R S

All prices include 

installation. 
Some buildings shown with 

options. 

 Call TOLL FREE for 
Your FREE Brochure 

��������	�
�����
	���	

�	�������������������

����������������������������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� �� �� �� �� �

!�"��#���$%!�"��#���$&�#

The Law Office of
JON M. BRAMNICK

DWI, SPEEDING?
DRUG CHARGES?
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Call

GARY J. GRABAS
Former Middlesex and Morris County Assistant Prosecutor

(908) 322 - 7000
Fax: (908) 322 - 6997

New release or catalog titles.  Limit 2 rentals per coupon.  
Not to be combined with any other offer or pre-paid 

rentals.  Extended viewing fees at reg. rates.  
Tax not included.  Adult DVD’s not included.   

Expires  9/30/02 

Reg. $5.55—$8.88 each.   
Satisfaction guaranteed. Not to be combined 

with any other offer.   
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Legislation Updates N.J.’s
Computer Crimes Law

By SENATOR RICHARD BAGGER

Twenty years ago, Time magazine made
history when it departed from its usual
custom and failed to name a “Person of the
Year” for 1982. Instead, it named the
personal computer the “Machine of the
Year.”

Time’s story, announcing the selection,
began by quoting an Apple Computer
advertisement, which asked the question:
“Will someone please tell me what a
personal computer can do?” The writers
proceeded to try to answer the question.

The article noted that two-thirds of
Americans believed the computer would
lead to better standards of living, boosting
their children’s educational achievements
and business productivity. Eight out of 10
said they thought the day would come
when the PC would be as ubiquitous in
every American home as the television set
or the dishwasher.

The upside was endless, Time reported,
noting that “looking ahead, the computer
industry sees pure gold.”

Time’s writer did see a few potholes in
the streets paved with PC gold. PCs, the
article noted, were not easy to use for the
novice, cost a lot of money and the soft-
ware could be fairly vexing.

Time did mention crime might be a
problem, but one with dimensions that
were hard to predict. Quoting an “expert,”
Time reported that “nobody seems to
know what exactly computer crime is,
how much of it there is, and whether it is
increasing or decreasing.”

The best guess the expert could make
was that, “we do know that computers are
changing the business of crime signifi-
cantly.”

Fast forward two decades. The Carnegie
Mellon Software Engineering Institute
reports that the number of computer crime
incidents rose from six in 1988 to 132 in
1989 to 56,658 last year. The pace for
2002, if maintained, would double the
2001 numbers.

The FBI and Computer Security Insti-
tute surveyed businesses and found that
two-thirds said they had suffered financial
losses resulting from a computer security
breach. Even though only half of those
companies could put a hard figure on their
losses, their number alone was a stagger-
ing $377 million.

As with most things, the responses by
the authorities represent a good news and
bad news situation. On the plus side, two
years ago, after the Time cover story, the
New Jersey Legislature acted to make
certain abuses of the computer a crime.

But the bad news is that the 1984 law is
out of date, has not kept pace with the
whirlwind pace of technological change
and needs to be reworked. To put it in terms
of the computer age itself, the 1984 law is
almost as much of a dinosaur as ENIAC,
the world’s first mainframe computer, a
device that filled an entire room and used
30,000 vacuum tubes to do its job, one of
which failed every seven seconds.

It would be an exaggeration to say that
the shortcomings of the 1984 law appear
every seven seconds, but it would not be
an overstatement to say it needs to be
changed to give the law enforcement
community the modern tools they need.

I am sponsoring two bills to, as they say
in the world of computer software, up-
grade our package. The bills enact many
of the most significant recommendations
made by the State Commission of Inves-
tigation and Attorney General in June of
2000, after carefully and painstakingly
studying computer crime and our ability
to combat it.

One change is to make New Jersey’s
definition of “computer” comport with
the federal definition; our situation today
is like having two different operating

systems running that do not speak to each
other.

The bills also clarify what “data” means,
extending to information stored on disks.
It defines the Internet — something merely
a gleam in the eye in 1984 — and “per-
sonal identifying information,” a concept
back then limited to carbon copies used to
process credit card sales.

The bills expand the notion of theft to
include unlawful access to computers and
to bootlegging software and also apply
these prohibited practices to computer
networks and systems, beyond a single
computer or program.

They also increase penalties, making it
possible for someone who commits a
serious enough “computer crime” to be
charged with a second degree offense,
meaning that a computer criminal can be
sent to prison.

Seventeen years after Time made the
computer “Person of the Year,” it selected
a man who made the computer his per-
sonal engine for commercial gain. In
1999, Time named Jeff Bezos, the founder
of the Internet retaining giant
Amazon.com, “Person of the Year.” Bezos’
take on the changes wrought by the com-
puter? “The world of buying and selling
will never be the same again.”

The computer has also ensured that the
world of crime will never be the same.
These bills will help make sure that com-
puter crime does not become as ubiqui-
tous as the PC.

*  *  *  *  *
Senator Richard H. Bagger was

elected to the State Senate in Novem-
ber 2001 after serving 10 years in the
General Assembly. He is a member
of the Senate Judiciary Committee
and the Senate Law and Public Safety
and Veterans’ Affairs Committee.
Senator Bagger was also elected
Senate Republican Deputy Whip for
the 2002-2003 Legislative session.

Christopher Sweet Commissioned
As Air Force Second Lieutenant
SCOTCH PLAINS – Christopher

E. Sweet has been commissioned as a
second lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force
after graduating from Officer Train-
ing School (OTS) at Maxwell Air
Force Base, Montgomery, Alabama.

During the demanding 12-week
course, cadets are trained to be top
quality Air Force officers through an
extensive curriculum comprised of
classroom work, lectures, and exer-
cises to develop leadership, team build-
ing, and officer skills. They receive
instruction in military training and
application, professional knowledge,
human behavior, defense studies, lead-
ership studies and management, com-

munication skills, physical fitness, and
a field training deployment.

Lieutenant Sweet is an aircraft
maintenance officer assigned to the
24th Training Squadron.

He is the son of Robert S. and
Jeannette Sweet of Scotch Plains.
His wife, Laurel, is the daughter of
John and Diane B. Cassidy of
Pottstown, Pa.

The lieutenant graduated in 1988
from Scotch Pines-Fanwood High
School, and received an associate
degree in 2001 from the Community
College of the Air Force.

New Fees Come With New
Public Information Act
By JENNIFER PINTO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The new N.J. Public Information
Act has been in effect since July 8. The
public can now obtain information
from public agencies that may not
otherwise have been available in the
past – but it may come with a price, and
the rate may vary.

Recently The Westfield Leader and
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
requested public information from
Mountainside and Fanwood. We have
many cooperative dealings with them.
We found that they have different poli-
cies and pricing; now charging for
information.

Lauren S. Pass, reporter for The
Leader and The Times, requested a
copy of the Mountainside PBA con-
tract. The cost to the newspaper was
$9.40 for the 39 pages of the contract
as allowed for, based on our under-
standing of the law.

According to the Public Informa-
tion Act (C.47: 1 A-5), “Except as
otherwise provided by law or regula-
tion, the fee assessed for the duplica-
tion of a government record embodied
in the form of printed matter shall not
exceed the following: first page to
tenth page, $0.75 per page; eleventh
page to twentieth page, $0.50 per page;
all pages over twenty, $0.25 per page.
The actual cost of duplicating the record
shall be the costs of materials and
supplies used to make a copy of the
record, but shall not include the cost of

labor or other overhead expenses asso-
ciated with making a copy…”

Information was requested from
Fanwood regarding a list of public
salaries. We were charged $20.75 for
one sheet of paper. According to Bor-
ough Clerk, Eleanor McGovern, $20
was charged for research and time
spent. When asked why the charge
differs from state law, we were referred
to Fanwood’s ordinance No. 02-13-R.
This ordinance recently enacted states:
“a special service charge may be
charged, in addition to the actual cost
of duplicating the record, based on the
current hourly rate of the Borough
Clerk multiplied by the number of
hours incurred by the Borough Clerk
and/or any assistants in responding to
the request and any additional actual
cost of providing the copy or copies”.

www.goleader.com/help
For all newspaper details (Ads, Classifieds, Engagements, Subscribe)

908.232.4407

        Jennifer Pinto for The Leader/Times
PAYING OUR DUES...Lauren S. Pass (left), reporter for The Westfield Leader
and  The Times pays Mountainside Assistant Borough Clerk Sharon Peele for
a copy of the Mountainside Police contract. This was the first time the
newspaper had to pay for copies in accordance with the fee structure set up in
the new Open  information Act. Charities Seek Food

COUNTY– Thousands of layoffs
have forced many to seek assistance.
The Salvation Army’s soup kitchen is
now serving more than 1500 meals
per month. Food pantries at St.
Joseph’s Social Service Center and
Elizabethport Presbyterian Center
also have experienced a 50 percent
increase in the number of clients dur-
ing the past month.

To help, please contact Ana
Flores at (908) 353-7171 ext. 19.
or ana.flores@unitedway.org.


