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Long-Range Planning Goals, State Test Results
Assessed By Members of Mountainside BOE

By TRACY EVANS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Chief School Administrator Dr.
Gerard Schaller opened Monday
evening’s meeting of the
Mountainside Board of Education
with reports on the outcome of the
six district goals which were pro-
jected to be met by June 2002.

The Long-Range Facility Plan,
which focuses on the re-opening of
the Beechwood School for grades
Moppet through grade 2, was an item
of primary concern.

The project’s architect, Noel
Musial, was present for consultation
at the session. He expressed, “con-
cern about the progress and tight
time schedule.”

Mr. Musial referred to the board’s
original plan of having Beechwood
entirely complete for this school year.
Currently, the school has new steel
and brick structures in place and

awaits a new roof. The contractors,
he added, maintain that the deadline
will be met as promised.

The Transition Committee as-
sembled to help facilitate the re-
opening of the school, has met to
discuss bus transportation, time
frames when school will be in ses-
sion, visitor access, as well as en-
richment offerings and orientation
programs for Beechwood students
and their families. Discussions are
also in the works for the school motto
and mascot.

Another district goal, evaluating
the mathematical performance of
grades four and eight on the New
Jersey Assessment Tests (Elemen-
tary School Proficiency Assessment
(ESPA) and the Grade Eight Profi-
ciency Assessment (GEPA) failed to
meet the projected 90 percent dem-
onstrated proficiency.

While the results for the eighth

grade fall short at 85.5 percent, this
represents a 4.2 percent gain over the
previous year, Dr. Schaller informed
those in attendance.

These statistics will be formally
presented and analyzed in Septem-
ber, at which point individual perfor-
mance will be evaluated and an ac-
tion plan will be established in re-
gard to the material used in the class-
room.

In response to the district goals of
attending to the curriculum, both in
the areas of Mathematics and Sci-
ences, as well as Language Arts Lit-
eracy and Social Studies, Dr. Schaller
informed the board that a supervisor
has been appointed to engage in,
“course mapping,” and attend to,
“gaps that will be revised, reviewed,
and revisited.”

Currently, the World Language
curriculum is being rewritten as well.
The heart of the evaluation, he added,
is to identify a standard for each
subject area. Among the resources
that will be made available will be,
“progress indicators,” that will in-
clude information such as skills re-

quired for particular areas of study
and the time frame that is necessary
for students to gain proficiency.

The final portion of the district
goals was to establish a partnership
between the school system and the
parents. By addressing such issues as
conferencing, the climate at the
schools, and learning at home, the
board hopes to promote both social
and academic growth for each stu-
dent.

This fall, the Mountainside school
district will participate in a state
monitoring evaluation for the 2002-
2003 school year, which will encom-
pass progress in areas such as health
and safety, academic actions, and
district fiscal practices.

The board moved to approve
transportation routes, as well as En-
vironmental Safety and Bloodborne
Pathogen services for the upcoming
school year.

While addressing the approval of
2002-2003 school personnel, board
member MaryBeth Schaumberg
noted her desire to have fulltime

Neighbors of Memorial Pool Complex
Carp to Council Over Noise, Aesthetics

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

On Tuesday, July 2, the regular
meeting of the Westfield Town Coun-
cil got off to a late start as the council
went into closed session to discuss
two matters of litigation regarding
the court ruling on South Chestnut
Street and a law suit involving resi-
dents on West Broad Street.

Mayor Gregory McDermott
opened the public portion of the
meeting with congratulations to the
Recreation Department and Recre-
ation Commission on the comple-
tion of the addition at Memorial Pool.

Town Administrator James Gildea
gave an update on the West Broad
Street properties affected by the
moving of a fence. Please see the
lead story.

Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh
reported on the traffic-calming
project on Rahway Avenue. At the
time of the meeting he stated that
much of the project has been com-
pleted, that the signage is in, striping
is currently underway and that ev-
erything will be done by the end of
the week. He said that the strobe
lights for the crosswalk in front of
the Field House will be the last piece
to install, and that they are on back
order.

Democratic First Ward Council-
man Carl Salisbury questioned if
there would be a study done on the
effectiveness of the traffic calming.

Mr. Marsh responded that the RBA
Group has indicated that a study of
the effects is included in the project.

Melanie Calbert, a downtown
Westfield resident, addressed the
council on parking issues. She said
that her current parking permit has
been renewed through the end of the
year, but the town needs to address
the rights of tenants.

Mayor McDermott responded that
it is something the town is looking at,
and that they will be working on new
projects and programs.

North Florence Avenue resident

Charles Matino thanked the town for
not putting the jungle gym behind
the fence at Memorial Pool, which
his home abuts. He told the council
that he sees a lot of trash not being
picked up and that the tennis courts
are dilapidated.

Mr. Matino added that while the
new pump house was not in the origi-
nal plans it is not very noisy. He
added that the construction of it
caused the removal of an evergreen
tree, which would have blocked his
view of the slides.

He compared the height of the
slides to the steeple of the Presbyte-
rian Church of Westfield, and the
sight of them to the Linden oil refin-
eries and Six Flags. He said that he
would be willing to donate a large
evergreen tree from his property if,
“you put it where I tell you to.”

He also questioned if the move-
ment of the fence meant an addition
in the membership to the pool.

Mayor McDermott responded that
there would be no increase in pool
enrollment, just an increase in space.
He added that landscaping will be
done near the fence.

Anthony Schultz, another North
Florence Avenue resident, told the
council that he enjoys the sounds of
children at the pool, but that the new
loudspeaker system is excessively
loud and “intrusive.”

In other business the council passed
a resolution designating parking lots
3, 1 and 8 as areas in need of redevel-
opment. This is the first step in con-
junction with the Atlantic Group,
who the town hired to help with the

construction of parking decks. With
the passing of this resolution it will
now go before the planning board.

According to Mayor McDermott
the concept drawings of parking
decks that the committee reviewed
did not include any privately-owned
land.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion appointing Police Chief Barney
Tracy as the custodian of police
records in accordance with the new
open public records act, which took
effect on July 8. Town Attorney Rob-
ert Cockren explained that the new
law has many exceptions and that it
is a, “sweeping change.” He added
that he sees litigation coming to chal-
lenge the new law.

The council passed three ordi-
nances. The first ordinance grants a
property easement and right-of-way
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Town to Put New Fence Behind
Homes; Judge Denies Restraint

COOLING OFF…Second graders from Franklin Elementary School in Westfield
cool off with some ice pops during the last days of school. Pictured, clockwise,
are William Geogheagan, Jackson O’Leary, Alex Bond, Kevin Larkin, Ashley
Kattak, Gaby Pirrone, Sabrina Greene, Tori Bonsall and Sarah Panayiotou.

He said that he would be
willing to donate a large ever-
green tree from his property if,
“you put it where I tell you to.”
-North Florence Avenue resident,

Charles Matino

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Late July 2, the Town of Westfield
received a letter from Marco Benucci,
the attorney representing three resi-
dents on West Broad Street, whose
homes border the Memorial Pool
Complex.

The letter expressed the plaintiffs’
intent to restrain the town and the
state from placing a fence one foot
from the property line.

At the council meeting that night,
Town Administrator James Gildea
gave a history of the properties, as
well as an update on the relocation of
the fence.

In 1968, the town purchased 33
pieces of land with Greenacres funds
in order to establish Memorial Park
and build Memorial Pool. Though
most of the land was purchased out-
right, four pieces were purchased for
$1 each. Two pieces were behind
754 West Broad Street, then belong-
ing to the Saleno family and two
were behind 744 West Broad Street,
belonging to the Gonnella family.

794 West Broad Street was then,
and remains owned by the Buldo
family. The lot behind the Buldo
property was bought outright by the
town from the West family for
$43,750. Each piece of land mea-
sures 50 feet by 100 hundred feet.

An arrangement regarding the
properties belonging to the Salenos
and the Gonnellas was made be-
tween these families and the town,
mandating that the owners keep the
rights to the land until either the
properties changed hands or the
owners were deceased.

In 1988, there was a title transfer
of the Gonnella property from father
to son, and in 1993, the Saleno fam-
ily sold their property to the Orr
family. The new owners continued
using the land, and did not have to
pay taxes on it.

In 1996, when the town was re-
vamping the children’s area at Me-
morial Pool, they discovered that the
fence needed to be replaced, and
suggested moving it to the property
line. The neighbors protested and
the town agreed that there was no

need to move the fence at that time.
The town then reminded the neigh-

bors that the land belonged to the
town and all parties signed an agree-
ment stating that the town would
give them a 30-day notice before
moving the fence.

Last year, as the $1.7 million re-
construction project was underway,
the town factored in the pool’s sold-
out membership, and felt that the
land was needed.

Mr. Gildea told The Westfield
Leader that Greenacres had informed
the town that encroachments on the
parkland were not permissible and

that in allowing the encroachments
to remain, the town was running the
risk of not being granted permission
to improve any other parks in town.

During the council meeting, Mr.
Gildea said that the council had
struggled with this issue and had not
made an arbitrary decision.

Also at the meeting West Broad
Street resident Mary Camacho stated
that her property would also be ef-
fected by the moving of the fence.
She also stated her concerns over the
possible increase in enrollment at
the pool would further the current
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               Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
TEARING DOWN AND FENCING IN…Work men bulldozed and dismantled smaller structures behind homes on West
Broad Street in order to make way for a new fence to be installed one foot from the property line.

         Map courtesy of The Town of Westfield
The map shows the privately owned properties on West Broad Street, as well as
the Town-owned property in question.

Mountainside Borough Council Votes to Continue
Community Block Grant Program Through 2005

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Mountainside Borough Coun-
cil took official action during their
conference session on resolution 78-
2002 due to time constraints. The
resolution, passed unanimously by
the council, authorized the continu-
ation of the Community Develop-
ment Block Grant Program for the
federal fiscal years 2003 to 2005.

The resolution concerns the
Borough’s decision to participate and
qualify for funds for housing assis-
tance from the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development.

The remainder of the meeting out-
lined the issues to be discussed dur-
ing next week’s public session.

The council will decide on legisla-
tion to return the opening of the polls
to 7 a.m. Also, an executive decision
will be made concerning an applica-
tion from Robert Forgus to become a
member of the Mountainside Volun-
teer Fire Department.

Atlantic Ambulance Service will
be presenting a new portable defibril-
lator to the Borough, they be supply-
ing the borough with a number of
new defibrillators.

Finally, Councilman Glenn

Mortimer will address the council as
representative of the Historical Pres-
ervation Committee regarding a
memorial for the late Harry Devlin,
a resident of Mountainside and pub-
lished author, illustrator and artist.

“We are looking for ways to honor
Harry Devlin and his memory,” said
Councilman Mortimer.

Next week’s meeting will also in-
clude the public hearing of Ordi-
nance 1051-2002, an ordinance to
amend the fee schedule of certain
fees for copies of public records and
for the completion and filing of cer-
tain vital statistic reports.

Following the public meeting, the
executive session dealt with contrac-
tual matters.

Engineer Mike Disko had repre-
sentatives from Elizabethtown Wa-
ter Company present to discuss the
company’s plans to flush the main
lines in the borough.

The other topics to be discussed in
executive session were the pending
authorization for tax exemption on
Block 14 Lot 19 of Children’s Special-
ized Hospital as requested by the Tax
Assessor and the authorization to ad-
vertise for bids on the construction and
leasing of a new communications tower.
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WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, JUNE 25
• A Linden resident reported the theft

of $63 in cash from her wallet. The
incident occurred sometime on June 12
at her place of employment on Orchard
Street.

• The windshield on a motor vehicle
belonging to a business on South Av-
enue, West, was broken by rocks which
had been thrown at it.

• An “L.G.” cellular telephone was
reported stolen from a motor vehicle
that was parked on Quimby Street.

• A Westfield man reported that
someone fraudulently used his credit
card in an attempt to purchase $880
worth of automobile parts. The victim
cancelled the credit card.

• An unknown individual or suspects
smashed the front window of a Central
Avenue convenience store with an uni-
dentified object.

THURSDAY, JUNE 27
• A Nancy Way resident reported the

unauthorized use of his credit card by
someone who attempted to purchase $499
in computer software. Upon being noti-
fied of the charge, the victim cancelled
the card.

• Wanda Anderson, 44, of Newark
was arrested at a North Avenue store and
charged with shoplifting approximately
$690 worth of clothing. Anderson, who
was also arrested on contempt of court
warrants out of Millburn and Newark,
was being held on a total of $28,775 bail.

• A shoplifting incident was reported
at an eyeglass store on East Broad Street,
in which four pairs of sunglasses were
removed from a display case. The stolen

items were valued at $1,450. Police said
there are no suspects in the case.

FRIDAY, JUNE 28
• A Westfield resident reported the

theft of her black leather purse, Verizon
cellular telephone and other personal
property from St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church on East Broad Street.

SUNDAY, JUNE 30
• An unknown person walked on the

hood of a motor vehicle on Fair Hill
Drive, causing dents in the Honda.

SUNDAY, JULY 7
• A Garwood resident reported that

he was punched in the face at Gumbert
Park by an unidentified individual. The
victim was treated at Overlook Hospital
in Summit. No charges had been filed in
connection with the incident at press
time.
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Mountainside BOE
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Garwood Factory Showroom
518 North Avenue, Garwood

(908) 789-0140 or Toll-free 877-MATT - FAC

Owned & Operated by the Shovlin Family for Over 20 Years

INVENTORY CLOSEOUT

Visit Our Website • www.mattressfac.com
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Wesley Allen Beds
on Display

Or

July 19, 2002

LAW OFFICES OF ANDREW M. MOSKOWITZ
76 SOUTH ORANGE AVENUE

SUITE 205
SOUTH ORANGE, NEW JERSEY 07079

TEL. (973) 275-0610

http://www.ammlawoffice.com

“It’s Just a Few Hundred Bucks”

“I’ll Pay You Next Time”
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“Why Go Broke?”

A Guide for Small Business Owners to Representing Yourselves
In Court and Suing for up to $10,000

Take a Lunch Break with Us on

From 12 noon - 1 p.m.

South Orange Library
65 Scotland Road

South Orange, NJ 07079

For driving directions, please call library at (973) 762-0230.

At the library, turn onto Taylor Place.  Park behind the library and use the
lot entrance into the library.  The seminar will be held downstairs in the
main conference room.  Refreshments will be served.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Memorial Pool

near the intersection of Springfield
Avenue and Cardinal Drive.

The second ordinance creates an
early bird lap swim membership at
Memorial Pool.

The third ordinance provides the
Westfield Fire Department with rapid
access key boxes, as well as several
other emergency use items.

The next public session of the
Westfield Council is on Tuesday,
August 6.

Westfielders Placed
On Spring Dean’s List

At Montclair State
WESTFIELD – Mario

Barbiere, Joan L. Dreyer and
Jonathan C. Klizas, all of
Westfield were placed on the
Dean’s List for the spring 2002
semester at Montclair State Uni-
versity in Upper Montclair.

Mario is majoring in history,
Joan is focusing her studies in
fine arts, with a concentration in
studio, and Jonathan is a music
major, concentrating in music
education.

NEW CULTURE…Kindergarten classes at Wilson Elementary School in
Westfield held their annual Japanese festival, studying the culture and tradi-
tions as part of a social studies unit. Midori Jenkins, the mother of two students
and a member of the Westfield Japanese Woman’s Club, demonstrated origami
and dressed some pupils in authentic kimonos. Pictured, left to right, are: back
row, Mrs. Jenkins, Carissa Jenkins, teachers Kim Ford and Maryanne Sepe;
front row, kindergarteners Sophia Palia and Matthew Latowksy.

Academic Honor Earned
By Hobson at Skidmore

WESTFIELD – Skidmore College
in Sarasota Springs, N.Y. has an-
nounced that Megan Hobson received
academic honor for the spring se-
mester. A member of the Class of
2004, she is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Gene Hobson of Westfield.

BENEFIT WALK-A-THON…Approximately 300 Washington Elementary
School second And third graders hosted a walk-a-thon in April, raising over
$6,000 for The Valerie Fund, a non-profit group treating 5,000 children with
cancer and blood disorders. The walk was part of the “Act of Kindness” project.
Pictured, above, Edna McClure, Valerie Fund Trustee and Clark resident,
right, receives the generous check from Washington Principal Joe Malanga.

Medical Degree Earned
By Amanda Lin Kong
WESTFIELD – Brown University

in Providence, R.I. has announced that
Amanda Lin Kong, a 1994 graduate of
Westfield High School, received a
Doctor of Medicine Degree. Amanda
is the daughter of Dr. Ah Swee Kong
and Dr. Betty Kong of Westfield.

Westfield’s Ann Tracy
Inducted Into Society
WESTFIELD – Ana Tracy of

Westfield, a junior majoring in pho-
tography at Drexel University in Phila-
delphia, Pa. has been inducted into
Kappa Omicron Nu, the accredited
national honor society at Drexel’s
College of Media Arts and Design
(CoMAD). Kappa Omicron Nu mem-
bership recognizes excellence in
scholarship, leadership and research.

Syracuse University Places
Friedman on Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – The School of In-

formation Studies at Syracuse Uni-
versity in Syracuse, N.Y. has re-
ported that Nicholas Friedman of
Westfield has been placed on the
Dean’s List for the spring 2002 se-
mester.

Nicholas is a senior at Syracuse. He
has selected information management
and technology as his major.

Cornell University
Graduates Giameo
WESTFIELD – Christine

Giameo, the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Andrew Giameo of
Westfield, earned her Bachelor
of Science Degree from Cornell
University on May 26.  A 1998
graduate of Westfield High
School, Christine majored in In-
dustrial Engineering.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

New Fence

Westfield Student Valerie Chu
Receives UPS Foundation Grant
WESTFIELD – Valerie Chu, 19,

the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy
Chu of Westfield, has been awarded
the James E. Casey Scholarship by
The UPS Foundation, UPS’ philan-
thropic organization.

A recent graduate of Westfield High
School, Valerie will attend Livingston
College of Rutgers University.

The scholarship, one of 128 pre-
sented this year to children of UPS
employees, ranges in value from
$8,000 to $24,000 over four years of
undergraduate study. The recipients
were determined through a nation-
wide competition conducted by the

independent National Merit Schol-
arship Corporation.

Valerie was awarded the scholar-
ship certificate on May 30 during a
luncheon ceremony at the UPS World
Technology Headquarters in
Mahwah, where her mother is a lead
programmer analyst.

During her senior year, Valerie
was named an Edward J. Bloustein
Scholar. She earned a 4.01 grade
point average and was a member of
the National Honor Society. For
2001-2002, she was recognized in
Who’s Who Among High Schoolers
in America.

GRANT RECIPIENT…Valerie Chu, center, stands with her mother, Te-Lin,
right, and her father, Jimmy, left. A resident of Westfield, Valerie is one of 13
children of UPS employees from the UPS World Technology Headquarters in
Mahwah to receive the James E. Casey Scholarship awarded by The UPS
Foundation this year.

DiBenedetto Earns Microsoft
Designation at Cittone Institute

WESTFIELD – Arthur J .
DiBenedetto of Westfield, a recent
evening graduate of The Cittone In-
stitute in Edison, has passed two
Microsoft examinations, earning him
the Microsoft Certified Professional
designation.

The Installing, Configuring and Ad-
ministering Microsoft Windows 2000
Professional Examination (070-210)
passed by Mr. DiBenedetto reflects
proficiency in the operations of me-
dium to very large computing environ-
ments that use Windows 2000 Profes-
sional as a desktop operating system.

Candidates demonstrate the
equivalent of one year’s minimum
experience in implementing and ad-

ministering any desktop operating
system in a network environment.

Mr. DiBenedetto also passed the
Installing, Configuring and Admin-
istering Microsoft Windows 2000
Server examinations (070-215),
which involves assessing knowledge
of operations in medium to very large
computing environments that use the
Windows 2000 Server operating sys-
tem. Candidates demonstrate the
equivalent of one year’s experience
implementing and administering
Windows 2000 Server.

A graduate of Rahway High
School, Mr. DiBenedetto holds an
AAS Degree in Chemistry from
Union College.

Colby College Reports
Dean’s List Recognition

WESTFIELD – The Office of
Communications at Colby College
in Waterville, Me. has revealed the
names of students placed on the
Dean’s List for the spring 2002 se-
mester.

Elizabeth C. Schunder, the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Russell Schundler
of Westfield, was named to the list.
Elizabeth is a member of the Class of
2004. She is majoring in physics,
with minors in mathematics and
German.

Elizabeth is a graduate of Westfield
High School.

Brett D. Irish, the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Charles Irish of Westfield, also
earned dean’s list recognition. Brett
is also a member of the Class of
2004. He is focusing on American
studies at Colby.

Brett is a graduate of The Pingry
School.

Bryan M. Gates, the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Geoffrey Gates of Westfield,
was placed on the roster. A member
of the Class of 2003, Bryan is major-
ing in English, with a concentration
in creative writing. He has declared
religious studies as his minor.

Bryan is a graduate of Westfield
High School.

Edward F. Smith, the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Edward Smith of Westfield,
was also named to the dean’s list.
Majoring in both philosophy and
English, Edward is a member of the
Class of 2004.

Edward is a graduate of Seton Hall
Preparatory School.

Dickinson Awards
Degree to Stefiuk

WESTFIELD – Dickinson
College in Carlisle, Pa. has an-
nounced that during the 229th
commencement exercises on
May 19, Sage Ruth Stefiuk of
Westfield earned a Bachelor of
Arts Degree in Biology and
Spanish.

Sage, the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. George T. Stefiuk, is a
graduate of Westfield High
School. She was commissioned
in the United States Army.

Thursdays 2 p.m. - 7 p.m.
South Avenue Train Station

Sponsored by
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

TM
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Monmouth University Tells
Dean’s List Recipients

AREA – Monmouth University in
West Long Branch recently an-
nounced that Scotch Plains resident
Peter Vosseler and Mountainside resi-
dent Tara Orlando were degree re-
cipients during commencement ex-
ercises on May 22.

Peter received a Masters of Social
Work Degree, while Tara earned a
Bachelor of Arts Degree.

Sarah Jane Hill Earns
Graduates Brown Univ.

WESTFIELD – Brown University
in Providence, R.I. announced that
Sarah Jane Hill of Westfield was pre-
sented with a Bachelor of Arts Degree
during the university’s 234th Com-
mencement Ceremony on May 27.

The daughter of Dr. Elizabeth Wolfe
Hill of Westfield, Sarah earned her
degree in Architectural Studies.

Kostro, Rothschild
Receive Degrees
At Union College

WESTFIELD – The Office of Com-
munications at Union College in
Schenectady, N.Y. has announced that
Westfield residents Margaret R. Kostro
and Lara D. Rothschild received their
Bachelor Degrees during the college’s
Commencement Ceremony on June 16.

A graduate of Westfield High School,
Margaret earned a Bachelor of Science
Degree in Interdepartmental Geology-
Biology.

Lara, a Westfield High School gradu-
ate, received a Bachelor of Arts Degree
in English, Cum Laude.

Audrey Louise Eyring
Enrolls at RIT in N.Y.

WESTFIELD – Audrey Louise
Eyring of Westfield, the daughter of
Edward Eyring, has enrolled for fall
2002 admission at Rochester Insti-
tute of Technology (RIT) in Roches-
ter, N.Y. Audrey will major in illus-
tration at RIT’s School of Art and
will be a June 2002 Westfield High
School graduate.

University of Delaware
Graduates Lemberg

Ithaca College Grants
Degree to Beth Rubel
WESTFIELD – Beth Rubel of

Westfield graduated from Ithaca Col-
lege in Ithaca, N.Y. with honors this
semester. She received a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Speech Language
Pathology and Audiology with a
minor in Gerontology.

Beth will further her studies to-
ward a master’s degree at Case West-
ern Reserve University in Cleveland,
Ohio, where she was offered a re-
search assistantship.

Beginning this fall, Beth will do
her clinical work at the Cleveland
Speech and Hearing Clinic. She is
currently employed as a speech and
language pathologist at the
Piscataway Regional Day School for
multiply disabled children.

Brown University Grants
Degree to Raechy Wang

WESTFIELD – Brown University
in Providence, R.I. announced that
Raechy Wang of Westfield was pre-
sented with a Bachelor of Arts De-
gree during the university’s 234th
Commencement Ceremony on May
27. The daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Yuchung Wang of Westfield, Raechy
earned her degree in International
Relations.

WESTFIELD – Westfield resident
Jason Stephen Lemberg, the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Barry Lemberg of
Westfield, received a Bachelor of
Arts Degree in Criminal Justice from
the University of Delaware during
special ceremonies held at the end of
May. During his last semester at the
university, Jason earned Dean’s List
recognition.

teacher assistants for the Beechwood
School.

“It’s beneficial for the younger
students to see the same person,” she
remarked, indicating the importance
of familiar faces among those addi-
tional aids that monitor the cafeteria
and playground areas.

Dr. Schaller assured Ms.
Schaumberg that this issue will be
revisited, and the board moved to
approve only the salary brackets for
the appointed aids. The schedule
detailing full time as opposed to an,
“as needed basis,” will be ironed out
nearer to the fall.

The Monday night meeting was
concluded with a private executive
session, in which the board met with
Mr. Musial and their acting attorney
to discuss both legal and personnel
matters in further depth.

Board member Raymond Haggar
was not in attendance.

The next public meeting of the
Mountainside Board of Education
will be held on Tuesday, July 23, at
Deerfield School.

parking problem.
A letter notifying the residents

that the fence was going to be moved
was sent in January. The residents
then contacted their local legislators
in an attempt to keep the land.

Mr. Gildea told The Leader that
the town also tried to negotiate with
Greenacres, and tried to swap the
land in order to sell it back to the
homeowners. Mr. Gildea explained
that there was no piece of property
large enough to exchange, as
Greenacres would not let them di-
vide the land back into parts.

He also said that the encroach-
ments from all three properties
ranged from a small shed to a 50-foot
long bocce ball court.

According to Al Ivany of Greenacres,
the encroachments that were present
were unacceptable under Greenacres’
rules. He said that there had been an
onsite inspection by Greenacres. Mr.
Ivany added that there is always the
potential for Greenacres to deny fund-
ing for further projects if the laws are
not complied with.

Michael Gonnella said that some
of the structures on his property have
sentimental value. He explained that
the structure at the rear of his garage
was used by his grandfather for milk
and ice storage when he owned a milk
delivery business.

According to Mr. Gonnella, the
homeowners were asking for a small
easement that would allow them to
keep sheds as well as access to the
back of Mr. Gonnella’s garage. The
property line bisects the access door.

Judge Miriam Span denied the
request for a restraint on Friday.

Mr. Gonnella stated that it was his
feeling that the town should have
done more for them in dealing with
Greenacres. He stated that they
wanted an easement of a few feet,
though according to Mr. Gildea, that
was not argued in court on Friday.

On Monday, July 8, demolition of
the encroaching structures began in
the morning and the fence will be
installed approximately one foot
from the property line.

According to Mr. Gildea, the prop-
erty needs to be “prepared” for use
and will not be used this season.


