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Vive La France!Vive La France!Vive La France!Vive La France!Vive La France!
Happy Bastille Day!Happy Bastille Day!Happy Bastille Day!Happy Bastille Day!Happy Bastille Day!

      Jennifer Pinto for The Times
REBELING AGAINST VERIZON…Fanwood residents in the area of North
Avenue, Oak Court or Elm Street are currently fighting to keep Verizon from
leasing the top of an existing PSE&G tower. Verizon plans to add a 15 cell
antennae onto the tower, and plans to erect a 30-foot by 11.5-foot equipment
building near the base of the tower.

David B. Corbin for The Times
TESTING OUT THE NEW FACILITIES...Kevin Newell of the Poplar Place team of the Fanwood Old Men’s Softball
Association takes a swipe at the ball during a game with Shady Lane on the new facilities at Forest Road Park in Fanwood.
The park features two softball fields with semi-domed backstops and wire fences along the third base and first base lines.

SP to Develop
New Park Land

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Efforts to develop and im-
prove more park land and to
preserve more open space took
several steps forward this week
in Scotch Plains.

Bids for the development and
construction of a new park; lo-
cated on Plainfield Avenue,
were received this week by
township officials.

Township Manager Thomas
Atkins said eight bids were
submitted, with two falling
within construction cost esti-
mates.

After the bid documents are
reviewed by the appropriate pro-
fessional staff and by Killam
Associates, the township’s con-
sulting engineer, it is antici-
pated that the Township Coun-
cil will award the contract at its
Tuesday, August 6, meeting.

Work on the site will then
begin late in August or in Sep-
tember. If all goes smoothly, it
is hoped that the site — which
will include a new baseball field
and a soccer field — will be
ready for public use by spring
2003.

In a separate but related mat-
ter, Councilman Frank Rossi is
proposing that the council desig-
nate a piece of property across
the street from the future
Plainfield Avenue park as a Con-
servation Zone. In late 2000, the
council passed an ordinance cre-
ating the zone, which designates
certain township-owned tracts of
land as being off-limits to devel-
opment of any kind, be it residen-
tial or commercial or even the
development of a new park.

Thus far, two parcels of prop-
erty have been designated as
such. The proposed new zone is
about three acres in size and is
next to the Township Public
Works site on the southern side
of Plainfield Avenue at the cor-
ner of Evergreen Avenue.

The council has also approved
a professional services resolu-
tion authorizing Killam Asso-
ciates to perform engineering
services in connection with
planned improvements at
Jerseyland, Farley and Kramer
Manor Parks. There will be
grading and irrigation upgrades
as well as new fencing at
Jerseyland and Farley Parks and
a new basketball court at
Kramer Manor Park.

SP Voters to See Constitutional
Convention Question on Ballot

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Despite the State Legislature’s
apparent intent not to act on placing
a referendum on the November bal-
lot regarding a state constitutional
convention to address property tax
reform, the Scotch Plains Township
Council is still seeking to allow
township voters to express their
opinion on the issue.

Bills in the State Senate and As-
sembly authorizing a state ballot
referendum appear stalled, with little
time left for legislators to enact
them in time for the question to be
printed on ballots.

A constitutional convention would
have prepared proposals consisting
of amendments to the state constitu-
tion and revisions to existing state
statutes, all revenue-neutral. It might
have helped eliminate the inequi-
ties in the current system, ensure
greater uniformity in the applica-
tion of property taxes, reduce prop-
erty taxes as a share of overall pub-
lic revenue and help communities
reduce their high dependence on
property taxes.

At its regular meeting on Tuesday
night, the Township Council intro-
duced an ordinance that, if approved
next month, would place a non-
binding public question on the elec-
tion ballot asking voters if they fa-
vor holding such a convention.
Mayor Martin Marks chided state
legislators for refusing to give state
voters the opportunity to vote on the

matter.
He called the property tax, “the

most unfair and unreasonable tax on
the books.”

The local ballot question, he said,
“keeps the issue on the front burner.
All we’re doing is trying to get a
sense of the community.”

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
agreed, saying that, “we want to get

the input of the public. We want to
know how they feel and if they think
this is important.”

In other matters, the council ap-
proved a resolution awarding a con-
tract to Al Sanguilano Inc. for con-
tinuing improvements to Raritan
Road. The $184,140 bid was among
six received, according to Township
Manager Thomas Atkins, and was
part of a second round of bids re-
ceived in June after an initial round
was rejected in May because all
bids were in excess of the funds
available. The work, which will in-
clude the section of Raritan Road
from Overlook Way/Jason Court to
the top of the former zoo property, is
expected to start later this month.

The council also approved an or-

dinance that prohibits parking on
both sides of Old Farm Road from
Westfield Road and Concord Road
between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.

With property tax payments due
next month and the printing of the
annual tax bill being delayed, the
council approved a resolution per-
mitting the issuance of estimated
tax bills in the event the regular bills
are not available. The state budget
adopted last week included state aid
to localities, but those figures, which
appear on property tax bills, have
yet to be certified by state officials.
As a result, the property tax bills
cannot be printed until that certifi-
cation is completed.

Mr. Atkins emphasized that esti-
mated tax bills, if they are mailed to
property owners, will not differ, in
terms of taxes owed, from the regu-
lar bills.

Mayor Marks reminded residents
that the Municipal Building’s sum-
mer hours will begin this week, with
offices open later on Thursday
evening and closing early on Friday.
The schedule will be in force through
the end of August.

At the beginning of the meeting,
Police Chief Marshall Nelson an-
nounced the promotion of Sergeant
Brian Mahoney to the rank of Lieu-
tenant.

He called the property tax,
“the most unfair and unrea-
sonable tax on the books.”

-Scotch Plains Mayor,
Martin Marks
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Mark Peck to Replace Coronato
As Fanwood Borough Attorney

By KIMBERLY MERZ
Specially Written for The Times

With a vote of 3 to 2, the
Fanwood Borough Council ap-
pointed Mark Peck as the new
Borough Attorney, during a spe-
cial council meeting on July 2.

A vacancy occurred when former
Borough Attorney Wilfred
Coronato resigned last month, to
pursue a job opportunity.

Mr. Peck is from the law firm of
DiFrancesco,  Bateman,
Coley,Yospin, Kunzman, Davis
and Lehrer, P.C., located in War-
ren.

Council President Joel Whitaker

said that four firms interviewed
before the council decided to hire
Mr. Peck.

“Will (Coronato) thinks he is a
sharp, smart, young attorney, well
versed in municipal government,
being Council President in Madi-
son. He understands borough gov-
ernment. That’s a plus. I think he
will make a fine contribution as
Borough Attorney,” Councilman
Whitaker said.

Mr. Peck said he has been an
attorney since 1995. He immedi-
ately went to work for the State
Legislature, in the General Assem-
bly, as a full-time Legislative Aide.

He was a full-time aide for two
years and currently remains as a
part-time legislative aide. He said
that he spent a year as a trial attor-
ney, winning all five of his trials.
After being elected to the Madi-
son Borough Council, he then de-
cided to transfer to a small firm in
Morris County, where he repre-
sented a variety of municipalities.
Mr. Peck said that after two years,
he decided to “move up to the big
leagues.”

“I heard that Don DiFrancesco’s
firm, which also did a lot of mu-
nicipal work, was looking for
somebody…In the meantime I was
elected to the Madison Borough
Council in 1999, in a contested
election, and I was named Council
President this year,” Mr. Peck ex-
plained.

Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell asked about his experience
with land use issues, “The redevel-
opment plan is one of the biggest
things that has hit Fanwood in a
long, long time and I would like to
know what your experience is.”

“To be frank with you, I haven’t
had much experience with the ac-
tual redevelopment projects. I’m
right now in the middle of review-
ing statutes and various treatises
… as far as  general land use, I am
very experienced,” Mr. Peck re-
sponded.

In addition, Mr. Peck pointed
out that his firm includes attorneys
who have spearheaded various re-
development projects.

“Should a curve ball arise, there
are people who have dealt with
this before,” Mr. Peck assured the
council.

After the motion passed, Mr.
Peck thanked the council for its
confidence in him, as well as for
the opportunity.

KINDER-GARDEN…As part of a unit on butterflies, Monica Gundrum’s
kindergarten class at Tamaques Elementary School in Westfield designed and
planted a butterfly garden. The pupils and their parents donated the plants
which attract butterflies. The children painted rocks that were used as a garden
border and raised Painted Lady butterflies from caterpillars, watching them
develop over three weeks before releasing them into the garden.

Former Fanwood Police Chief Robert Carboy Is Honored
Upon Retiring After Serving 38 Years With Borough Force

By KIMBERLY MERZ
Specially Written for The Times

Retiring Fanwood Police Chief
Robert Carboy was honored for his
38 years of service during the Bor-
ough Council’s regular monthly
meeting on Tuesday night.

Chief Carboy’s retirement became
official on July 1. He has been suc-
ceeded by Donald F. Domanoski as
head of the Fanwood force.

The council passed a resolution
acknowledging the departing chief’s
many years of service and contribu-
tions to the community.

Former Chief Carboy, a long-time
Fanwood resident and a graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, was sworn in as the
borough’s fourth police chief on
January 1, 1998.

Councilman and Police Commis-
sioner Thomas Ryan expressed his
gratitude for former Chief Carboy’s
exemplary service.

“He’s an extraordinary person. A

person of the highest integrity. He
has led our police department with
distinction. He is a man worthy of
our admiration
and he will be
missed,” Mr.
Ryan said.

Councilman
Stuart Kline
said he had the
opportunity to
work with
former Chief
Carboy when
he was on the
g o v e r n i n g
body’s Public
Safety committee.

“It was indeed an honor and a
privilege to serve with you. I con-
gratulate your sense of profession-
alism and responsiveness in the com-
munity,” Mr. Kline stated.

Lieutenant Richard Trigo of the
Fanwood Police Department pre-
sented former Chief Carboy with a

plaque on behalf of the Fanwood
Policemen’s Benevolent Association.

“In 38 years, I’ve known you 12
years. You’ve
touched my life and
I can only thank you
for that. It’s been a
pleasure, sir,” Lieu-
tenant Trigo said.

Former Chief
Carboy likewise
said it had been a
pleasure to serve
under eight mayors
and councils.

“It’s been my
pleasure to serve not

only this mayor and council but
numerous other mayors and coun-
cils over my 38-year career. I had
the pleasure to serve under seven
other mayors – eight total,” he stated.

“None of that would have been
possible without the support of the
community,” he continued.

“The Fanwood Police Department

has really helped bring this commu-
nity together and keep it together,”
he said. “In the future, please re-
member that they are the first line of
defense. Continue to support them
the way you have supported me over
the past 38 years.”

Councilman Ryan welcomed
Kevin Stomber as the newest mem-
ber of the Fanwood Police Depart-
ment. Mayor Louis Jung swore him
in as a probationary police officer,
effective Monday, July 15.

Under other business, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School senior
William Gonch was honored as the
Mayor’ s Scholar of the Year. Mayor
Jung said the governing body has
been presenting an award to the
highest-ranking Fanwood senior
from the high school since 1982.

William, who received a $200
savings bond, will also have his
name inscribed on a plaque that
resides permanently in Borough
Hall.

“It’s been my pleasure to
serve not only this mayor and
council but numerous other
mayors and councils over my
38-year career. I had the plea-
sure to serve under seven other
mayors – eight total,”

-Retiring Fanwood Police Chief,
Robert Carboy

The valedictorian of his class, he
will attend the University of Penn-
sylvania, where he hopes to major
in philosophy.

In other news, a resolution was
passed approving three sites as lo-
cal landmarks: the Fanwood train
station; the Patricia M. Kuran Cul-
tural Arts Center, formerly known
as the Carriage House, and the
Darlington House, a private resi-
dence on Midway Avenue.

Special consultant Nancy Zerbe
is now able to follow the proper
channels to get the sites listed on the
local registry of historic places.

In addition, the deadline for sub-
mitting Request for Qualifications
for the redevelopment plan for a
block of downtown property has been
extended to Saturday, August 31.
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Garwood Factory Showroom
518 North Avenue, Garwood

(908) 789-0140 or Toll-free 877-MATT - FAC

Owned & Operated by the Shovlin Family for Over 20 Years

INVENTORY CLOSEOUT

Visit Our Website • www.mattressfac.com
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Wesley Allen Beds
on Display

Or

July 19, 2002

LAW OFFICES OF ANDREW M. MOSKOWITZ
76 SOUTH ORANGE AVENUE

SUITE 205
SOUTH ORANGE, NEW JERSEY 07079

TEL. (973) 275-0610

http://www.ammlawoffice.com

“It’s Just a Few Hundred Bucks”

“I’ll Pay You Next Time”
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“Why Go Broke?”

A Guide for Small Business Owners to Representing Yourselves
In Court and Suing for up to $10,000

Take a Lunch Break with Us on

From 12 noon - 1 p.m.

South Orange Library
65 Scotland Road

South Orange, NJ 07079

For driving directions, please call library at (973) 762-0230.

At the library, turn onto Taylor Place.  Park behind the library and use the
lot entrance into the library.  The seminar will be held downstairs in the
main conference room.  Refreshments will be served.

Second Generation Graduates
From St. Peter’s Prep School

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
resident Michael Delaney, a 1973
graduate of St. Peter’s Preparatory
School in Jersey City, recently con-
gratulated his son, Christopher, on
his graduation from the school.

Christopher was among the 166
members of the Class of 2002 to
graduate from the school during its
124th annual commencement cer-
emony on June 5 in the Yanitelli Life
Center at St. Peter’s.

A graduate of the Park Middle

School in Scotch Plains, Christo-
pher was captain of the lacrosse team,
vice president of the Prep band, a
member of the jazz band, and liturgi-
cal band president.

Christopher is a member of the
National Honor Society, and was
named as a National Merit Scholar-
ship Commended Student.

He is also the son of Joanne Leone
of Scotch Plains. Christopher will
attend St. Joseph’s University in
Philadelphia in the fall.

RUNNING IN THE FAMILY…Michael Delaney, left, congratulates his son,
Christopher, on his graduation from St. Peter’s Preparatory School in Jersey
City. Mr. Delaney earned his diploma in 1973. His son will attend St. Joseph’s
University in the fall.

Fanwood-SP Rotary Club
Joins Forces With PTA

FANWOOD – In an effort to raise
$40,000 for the Evergreen Elemen-
tary School playground, the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club
will help the Parent Teacher Asso-
ciation (PTA) raise its funds.

“We want to have the new playground
ready for the September opening of
school, and must begin work almost
immediately in order for it to be ready,”
stated Pat Krema, PTA President.

The school is losing its current
playground due to new safety code
regulations. The new playground will
also be accessible for children who
are wheelchair-bound.

This year, the PTA has been work-
ing to raise funds for this project by
sponsoring many events, including
fashion shows, dinner dances and
raffles. However, funds still must be

raised.
Ray Jajko, the newly-installed

President of the F-SP Rotary Club,
stated, “This is a great opportunity
for the people of the community to
see what Rotary is all about, “Ser-
vice Above Self.’”

“We will assist the PTA in finding
grants and looking for other sources
to help them raise this money,” stated
Mr. Jajko.

Families that would like to con-
tribute to the fund should contact
Ms. Krema at (908) 889-2025. Busi-
ness which would like to donate to
the fund should call Kim Palmer of
the Rotary Club at (908) 232-4242.

Gifts from businesses that are $250
or more will have the company name
placed on a commemorative plaque
on the playground site.

Fourth Marking Period Honor Roll List
Reported at Terrill Middle School in SP

SCOTCH PLAINS – The High
Honor Roll and Regular Honor Roll
for the fourth marking period has
been revealed at Terrill Middle
School in Scotch Plains.

HIGH HONOR ROLL
GRADE 6 – 48 PUPILS

Dana Abramson Edward Kahn
Allison Andrews Brendan Kirby
Alana Bencivengo Cassandra Kontur
Gregory Bencivengo Timothy Leischner
Samantha Bremer Jacqueline Lenoff
Keith Bronikowski John Loomis
Adam Brous Francesca Lumetta
Ashley Caldora Andrew Manns
Kristen Cassidy Casey Marks
David Chapman Jesse Marvosa
Sky Cheung Joanna Naugle
Daniel Ciabattari Minal Patel
Jarek Cohen Brian Pesin
Noelle DeGregorio Jordan Rejaud
Michael Devizio Theodore Rosenblatt
Bryan Dougher Erin Rossi
Ian Feller Jacqueline Saunier
Carina Gerveshi Alexsandra Segal
Samantha Grecco Timothy Stuart
Colleen Hagerty Samuel Ungar
Catherine Harley Grace Wallden
Mary Henkels Kathleen Yan
Brian Hessemer Jordan Yellen
Adam Horowitz Molly Yergalonis

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 6 – 76 PUPILS

Kathryn Albanese-DeMair Elizabeth McMillion
Evan Aspell Victoria McNally
Michael Bello Emily Meehan
Amie Berlant Molly Meehan
Courtney Bifani Kelly Merrick
Brittany Biondi Erica Nadal
Michael Bover Jessica Nagourney
Trevor Cannon Jane Newcomer
Christopher Casserly Brian O’Donnell
Ryan Cassidy Cecilia Osterman
Anna Chapman Rachel Parker
Andrew Clark Jaclyn Petrow
Michael Cornacchia Brian Piccola
Amanda Curcie Matthew Plagge
Daniel DeCataldo Maya Robinson
Jaime Dedousis Emily Rodriguez
Alexander DeDuck Aundre Ruffin
Tyler DelMauro Scott Salmon
James Dinizio Joseph Schiavo
Tasha Farmer Michele Silverstein
Zachary Feldman Courtney Slaten
Lisa Gattozzi Barbara Slaugh
David Gordon Anne Smith
David Haynes Kunal Sodhi
Kate Johnson Jennifer Speth
Julia Joseph Alyssa Straniero
Rachel Kreyer Jeffrey Stuart
Ryan Krueger Harrison Stuppler
Christine Leide Thomas Sutter
Rachel Leitner Tyler Swanek
Randy Lemence Nicole Tavares
Scott Leyden Natalie Terens
Jared Lindenberg Jackson Udelsman
Andrew Livingston Cassandra Valdes
Wesley Lorenzini Allison Vogel
Chelsea Lusk Gregory Weinstock
Lauren Mastroianni Christina Woods
Jeremy Mattimore Daniel Wright

HIGH HONOR ROLL
GRADE 7 – 24 PUPILS

Nora Ali David Kopylov
Lisa Bloom Brittany Larkin
Jeremy Cole Jessica Lieberman
Megan Dyckman Melissa Loewinger
Morgan Finkel Jaclyn Lopez
Jennifer Gaglioti Simone March
Genevieve Gilroy Kimberly Molnar
Casey Griffith Anthony Osterman
Helen Han James Sacca
Allison Hoynes-O’Connor Lauren Spirko
Austin Jefferson Kenneth Wasserman
Sindhu Kilakkathi Lauren Weissbrod

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 7 – 51 PUPILS

Anne Arasin Michael Miller
Samantha Bendik Nikki Moses
Courtney Berger Colin Moynihan
Margaret Bernhard Michael Muller
Shyam Bhojani Sophie Neuhaus
Jesse Brooks Poojaben Patel
Meghan Cadigan Peng Peng
Samantha Carow Lindsay Port
Elizabeth Casserly Christopher Rau
Diana Chaves Wayne Ren
Erin Daly Adda Roshansky
Grant Darwin Kyle Rowbotham
Lauren Edwards Maetal Rozenberg
Brittany Fusillio Timothy Salisbury
Brianna Giasullo Alexandra Sebolao
Zachary Gowen Brittany Skwirut
Magda Isack Angela Smith
Cristin Joy Tovi Spero
Eric Kaufman Ian Starker
James Khalil Grover Sundstrom
Colleen LaForge Jesse Viands
Jillian Lusk Stephen Wallden
Benjamin Mathan Eric Wasserman
Julie Meurer Nina Williams
Magda Mierzejewska Arianna Williams

Allison Zazzali

HIGH HONOR ROLL
GRADE 8 – 24 PUPILS

James Alfano Kristen Henkels
Cheryl Beqaj Kelli Kaski
Michael Bonacum Maria Kolakowska
Meryl Coker Alexander Kontur
Elise Coker Matthew Linsenberg
Carolyn DiProspero Jennifer Seemann
Kelly Dougher Amira Selim
Joseph Fallon Joshua Shvartsman
Victoria Fosdal Leah Siegal
David Ginsberg Gabrielle Streep
Jonathan Greenspan Emily Wallden
Christian Hambleton Katerina Wong

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
GRADE 8 – 48 PUPILS

Allison Abbott Elisbeth Kipping
Claudia Ahiabor Caroline Lazur
Matthew Anderson Ricardo Lisojo

Christopher Barry Alyssa Markovits
Kara Brass Brittany McDonald
Daniel Bugg Devang Patel
Michele Calvo Elaine Piniat
Maxwell Carow Brian Plagge
Niel Dalal Branden Potter
Nicole Desiato Edward Ragan
Christine DiTrolio Alexander Resnick
Danielle Egan Chelsea Rowe
Samantha Feldman Katherine Schreiber
Charles Field Joanne Schurtz
Dennis Fitzpatrick Barry Shapiro
Staci Goldberg Joanna Snodgrass
Shannon Gomes Sam Tepper
Maggie Gousman Arthur Thomas, 3rd
Jonathan Grana Christina Timoni
Grigoriy Grinberg Colin Weber
Sarah Halpern Matthew Wetlesen
Gary Herzberg Andrew Wong
Daniel Ingram Sean Young
Krista Kazmierkiewicz Guenevere Zucker

Patrick Dinsmore Earns
Dean’s List Recognition
SCOTCH PLAINS – Johnson &

Wales University in Providence, R.I. has
reported that Patrick Dinsmore of Scotch
Plains has been named to the Dean’s List
for the spring term, which ended in May.
Patrick is majoring in applied computer
science.

Calello, Dec Graduate
James Madison Univ.
SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains

residents Kari Noel Calello and Laura
Allison Dec received their degrees at
James Madison University in
Harrisonburg, Va. during special cer-
emonies. Kari earned a Bachelor’s in
Business Administration Degree, while
Laura received a Bachelor of Science
Degree.

Erik Hansen Acquires
Degree from Kutztown

SCOTCH PLAINS – Erik S.
Hansen, the son of Scotch Plains
Township Attorney Douglas W.
Hansen and Marcia L. Hansen of
Clinton, graduated from Kutztown
University in Kutztown, Pa. with a
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Spanish
Communications.

During his tenure at Kutztown, he
was captain of the Kutztown Lacrosse
Team for three years, was elected to
the National Collegiate Lacrosse
League All Star Team for four con-
secutive years, and was named most
valuable player for four years.

Erik is currently employed by the
Somerset Patriots Baseball Club in
Bridgewater, working in the field of
marketing and promotions.

Laura Goscicki Named
To Spring Dean’s List

SCOTCH PLAINS — Laura
Goscicki of Scotch Plains has been
placed on the Dean’s List of the State
University of New York - New Paltz
for the spring 2002 semester.

Del Roio Graduates
University of Sciences
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Univer-

sity of the Sciences (USP) in Phila-
delphia, Pa. has reported that Jenni-
fer Del Roio of Scotch Plains gradu-
ated magna cum laude with a Doctor
of Pharmacy Degree during a special
ceremony on May 21, as part of
USP’s 181st commencement celebra-
tion in the city.

Jennifer is a member of the Rho
Chi National Honor Society of Phar-
macy. She is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Romano Del Roio of Scotch
Plains.

Dean’s List Recognition
Earned By Bushinger
SCOTCH PLAINS – Eryn

Bushinger of Scotch Plains has been
placed on the Dean’s List for the
spring 2002 semester at the College
of Human Services and Health Pro-
fessions at Syracuse University in
Syracuse, N.Y. Eryn has selected
social work as her major. She is a
freshman student at Syracuse.

Thursdays 2 p.m. - 7 p.m.
South Avenue Train Station

Sponsored by
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
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Culinary Arts Program Set
Union County Vo-Tech

SCOTCH PLAINS – The  Culi-
nary Arts program at the Union
County Vocational-Technical
Schools (UCVTS) in Scotch Plains
works to help students improve
their skills in the kitchen or pre-
pare them for a new career as a
chef.

Registration is currently open
now to all Union County residents
for the Culinary Arts program
scheduled to begin on Wednesday,
September 4, at the school’s cam-
pus in Scotch Plains.

The Culinary Arts class will con-
vene five days per week, Monday
through Friday, from 2 to 8 p.m.
Union County residents ages 18
and over can compete the course
and receive a degree in one year.

The program includes food ser-
vice education, introducing stu-
dents to a variety of food prepara-
tion techniques from cooking prin-
ciples to gourmet foods. Students
learn in a state-of-the-art commer-
cial kitchen under the guidance of
a professional chef and instructor.

The course includes instruction
in the preparation of stocks, soups,
sauces, salads, meats, fish, shell-
fish, poultry and vegetables. The
curriculum also teaches portion
control, food presentation, garnish-
ing and dessert preparation.

Additionally, students learn
proper safety and sanitation in the
kitchen, proper use of tools and
equipment, purchasing, inventory
control, menu planning, diet and
nutrition, serving, food service man-
agement and kitchen operations.

Graduates of the program can
pursue careers as chefs, sous chefs,
banquet cooks, prep cooks, line
cooks or first cooks. Many gradu-
ates continue their education, pur-
suing bachelor’s degrees in culi-
nary arts at four-year colleges.

Financial aid is available to eli-
gible students and job placement
services are offered to all graduates.

For more information or to regis-
ter for the program, please call the
Admissions Office at (908) 889-
8288, extension no. 340 or 341.

Calello, Mattar Placed
On Spring Dean’s List

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
residents Kari Noel Calello and Caroline
M. Mattar have been placed on the Dean’s
List for the spring 2002 semester at James
Madison University in Harrisonburg, Va.

Registration for UCVTS Adult
Education Courses Scheduled
SCOTCH PLAINS – Residents of

Union County interested in improv-
ing their skills, learning a new trade
or starting a new career can register
now for courses at the Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools
(UCVTS) in Scotch Plains. Classes
begin in September.

The UCVTS will offer eight full-
time courses for adults this Septem-
ber. The courses will include A/C,
Heating & Refrigeration, Cosmetol-
ogy, Culinary Arts, Electrical Tech-
nology, Electromechanical Technol-
ogy, Graphic Communications,
Maintenance Mechanics and Tele-
communications.

All eight courses are designed to
allow students to complete the pro-
gram in one school year. Most courses
meet daily, Monday through Friday,
from 8 a.m. to 2:50 p.m. The Cosme-
tology and Culinary Arts classes will

convene from Monday through Fri-
day, from 2 to 8 p.m.

Students who enter the program
on Wednesday, September 4, will
complete their work by June.

The UCVTS is located on Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains. Financial aid is
available to students who qualify and
free job placement and apprentice-
ships are available to all graduates.

For more information on these and
other courses available through
UCVTS, please call the Day Admis-
sions Office at (908) 889-8288, ex-
tension no. 340 or 341.

WF to Put New Fence Behind
Homes; Judge Denies Restraint

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Late July 2, the
Town of Westfield received a letter
from Marco Benucci, the attorney
representing three residents on West
Broad Street, whose homes border
the Memorial Pool Complex.

The letter expressed the plaintiffs’
intent to restrain the town and the
state from placing a fence one foot
from the property line.

At the council meeting that night,
Town Administrator James Gildea
gave a history of the properties, as
well as an update on the relocation of

the fence.
In 1968, the town purchased 33

pieces of land with Greenacres funds
in order to establish Memorial Park
and build Memorial Pool. Though
most of the land was purchased out-
right, four pieces were purchased for
$1 each. Two pieces were behind 754
West Broad Street, then belonging to
the Saleno family and two were be-
hind 744 West Broad Street, belong-
ing to the Gonnella family.

794 West Broad Street was then,
and remains owned by the Buldo
family. The lot behind the Buldo
property was bought outright by the
town from the West family for
$43,750. Each piece of land mea-
sures 50 feet by 100 hundred feet.

An arrangement regarding the
properties belonging to the Salenos
and the Gonnellas was made be-
tween these families and the town
mandating that the owners keep the
rights to the land until either the
properties changed hands or the own-
ers were deceased.

In 1988, there was a title transfer
of the Gonnella property from father
to son, and in 1993, the Saleno fam-
ily sold their property to the Orr
family. The new owners continued
using the land, and did not have to
pay taxes on it.

In 1996, when the town was re-
vamping the children’s area at Me-
morial Pool, they discovered that the
fence needed to be replaced, and
suggested moving it to the property
line. The neighbors protested and the
town agreed that there was no need to
move the fence at that time.

The town then reminded the neigh-
bors that the land belonged to the
town and all parties signed an agree-
ment stating that the town would
give them a 30-day notice before
moving the fence.

Last year, as the $1.7 million re-
construction project was underway,
the town factored in the pool’s sold-
out membership, and felt that the
land was needed.

Mr. Gildea told The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood that Greenacres had
informed the town that encroach-
ments on the parkland were not per-
missible and that in allowing the
encroachments to remain, the town
was running the risk of not being
granted permission to improve any
other parks in town.

During the council meeting, Mr.
Gildea said that the council had
struggled with this issue and had not
made an arbitrary decision.

Also at the meeting West Broad
Street resident Mary Camacho stated
that her property would also be ef-
fected by the moving of the fence.
She also stated her concerns over the
possible increase in enrollment at
the pool would further the current
parking problem.

A letter notifying the residents that
the fence was going to be moved was
sent in January. The residents then
contacted their local legislators in an
attempt to keep the land.

Mr. Gildea told The Leader that
the town also tried to negotiate with
Greenacres, and tried to swap the
land in order to sell it back to the
homeowners. Mr. Gildea explained
that there was no piece of property
large enough to exchange, as
Greenacres would not let them di-
vide the land back into parts.

He also said that the encroach-
ments from all three properties ranged
from a small shed to a 50-foot long
bocce ball court.

According to Al Ivany of
Greenacres, the encroachments that
were present were unacceptable un-
der Greenacres’ rules. He said that
there had been an onsite inspection
by Greenacres. Mr. Ivany added that
there is always the potential for
Greenacres to deny funding for fur-
ther projects if the laws are not com-
plied with.

Michael Gonnella said that some
of the structures on his property have
sentimental value. He explained that
the structure at the rear of his garage
was used by his grandfather for milk
and ice storage when he owned a
milk delivery business.

According to Mr. Gonnella, the
homeowners were asking for a small
easement that would allow them to
keep sheds as well as access to the
back of Mr. Gonnella’s garage. The
property line bisects the access door.

Judge Miriam Span denied the re-
quest for a restraint on Friday.

Mr. Gonnella stated that it was his
feeling that the town should have
done more for them in dealing with
Greenacres. He stated that they
wanted an easement of a few feet,
though according to Mr. Gildea, that
was not argued in court on Friday.

On Monday, July 8, demolition of
the encroaching structures began in
the morning and the fence will be
installed approximately one foot from
the property line.

According to Mr. Gildea, the prop-
erty needs to be “prepared” for use
and will not be used this season.


