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Circuit Court’s Decision on Pledge
Draws Reaction from Politicians

Editor’s Note: Following the deci-
sion by the Ninth Circuit Court to re-
move the words “under God” from the
Pledge of Allegiance, which was fol-
lowed by the decision that it could not
be enforced. As this decision came the
week before the Fourth of July, we
thought our readers would like to know
what their local and state representa-
tives thoughts are.

“It is a preposterous decision
that hopefully will be overturned
by the Supreme Court; particu-
larly in a time when patriotism
is on the rise; this is not the time
to undermine (which this does
in many ways) the strong need
for patriotism that our country
has.”

— Michael Ferguson,
Congressman (Seventh District)

(interview)

“I believe in God; I believe in
my country; they can co-exist”
“The country is drifting away from
some moral things.”
“When you think about Septem-
ber 11…it just baffles my mind
that the court would even touch an
issue like this.”

— Lewis Mingo, Jr.,
Union County Freeholder

Chairman (interview)

“I think we ought to take those
judges and all the people who
agree with them and send them to
Afghanistan where they won’t
have to worry about it.”

–Robert Viglianti,
Mountainside Mayor

(interview)

“The Ninth U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals unfortunately today issued
an opinion that violates a basic
principle and value, which we share
as Americans.”

“The Declaration of Indepen-
dence, as well as the Constitution,
recognizes our respect and adher-
ence to moral principles based in
theology and faith.”

“I would strongly support ef-
forts to reverse this most unfortu-
nate ruling.”

— Governor Jim McGreevey
(press release statement)

“The Pledge of Allegiance is a
patriotic salute that brings people of
all faiths together to share in the
American spirit. I strongly believe
that parents, teachers and local schools
should encourage children to recite
the pledge to start the day, the same
way those of us in state Legislature
begin our daily business.”

“It is rare that President George
Bush and Democratic Senate Ma-
jority Leader Tom Daschle agree on
such a contentious issue. I espe-
cially like Senator Daschle’s quote
that this ruling is “just nuts.” I think
that it is just plain unfortunate.”

— Joseph Suliga,
State Senator

(press release statement)

“It should be noted that our
wonderful country was founded
by God-loving and God-fearing
people on the premise that we are
endowed with certain unalien-
able rights by our Creator. It speci-
fied in our Constitution that we
shall enjoy a freedom of religion,
not a freedom from religion, and
I think this court’s decision is
liberalism run amok. I think our
United States Supreme Court will
overturn it, thankfully.”

 – Martin Marks,
Mayor of Scotch Plains

(interview)

“This is the kind of absurd
judgment that undermines confi-
dence in the judicial system. It is
impossible to perceive how words
can be ruled unconstitutional that
the founding fathers used so many
times in drawing up the Consti-
tution.”

-- Robert Torricelli,
United States Senator

  (press release statement)

“I understand the legal implica-
tions, but I have a problem with the
practical effect associated with the
decision since the words are so
commonly used though out our
everyday lives i.e. “In God We
Trust.”

– Matthew Albano,
Acting Mayor of Westfield

 (interview)

“I  was shocked and disappointed
by the Court’s ruling. I believe the
pledge of Allegiance should say ‘one
nation under God.’ I am in support of
an Assembly Resolution urging Con-
gress to overturn this decision.”

–Linda Stender,
State Assemblywoman

(interview)

“It is an inaccurate decision, a
wrong interpretation of the first
amendment; and I will continue to
use the “under God” phrase each
and every time I pledge allegiance
to the flag.”

 –Tom Kean, Jr., Assemblyman
(interview)

“I  completely disagree with the
court’s decision. I expect it to be
overturned, if not by the 9th Court
of appeal, then the Supreme Court.
“God save this honorable court” is
how the U.S. Supreme Court be-
gins each session. The decision is
not only out of step with the values
of the country but it is also out of
step with constitutional law.”

- Senator Richard Bagger
(interview)

Fourth of July Fireworks
WEDNESDAY, JULY 3

New Providence: New Provi-
dence High School, Pioneer Drive,
fireworks at 9:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, JULY 4
Cranford: Nomahegan Park,

fireworks at 9 p.m.
Summit: Soldier’s Memorial

Field, Ashland Road, 9:15 p.m.
fireworks.

Kenilworth: David Brearley
High School, fireworks after sun-
set.

Springfield:  Thelma L.
Sandmeier School, South Spring-
field Avenue, fireworks after sun-
set. $5 for adults, $3 for children.

Plainfield: Cedar Brook Park,
fireworks after sunset.

FRIDAY, JULY 5
Clark: Arthur L. Johnson High

School, 9 p.m. fireworks.
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Judge Beglin Bars Westfield
From Closing South Chestnut

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

On Friday, the Borough of
Garwood’s case against the Town of
Westfield was heard in Judge Ed-
ward Beglin’s courtroom in Eliza-
beth because the towns were unable
to come to an agreement on the clos-
ing of South Chestnut Street.

Mayor Gregory McDermott had
contacted the Mayor of Garwood,
Michael Crincoli, because with
Garwood’s permission, the Depart-
ment of Transportation (DOT) would
allow the town to close the street for
a period of 30 days in order to study
the traffic patterns. Garwood denied
the request due to an increase in
traffic flow near the schools.

Westfield was then denied permis-
sion from the DOT to close South
Chestnut Street.

This May, the Westfield Town
Council passed a resolution to close
South Chestnut Street from Fourth
Avenue during baseball season, now
through October, from 5 to 8 p.m.
daily, on Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 7
p.m. and on Sundays from 12 p.m. to
7 p.m. during baseball season. Previ-
ous to this, the town had been closing
that section of South Chestnut Street
on Saturdays and Sundays for two
years.

Just before the council passed the
resolution to close the street a letter
was received from Garwood Bor-
ough Attorney Robert Renaud on
behalf of Mayor Crincoli.

The letter outlined the borough’s
objections to the closing of South
Chestnut Street in Westfield, between
the town line and Fourth Avenue, on
Monday through Friday evenings,
Saturdays and Sundays, during base-
ball season.

The letter further stated that the
council needed permission from the
DOT in order to close the road for
any length of time and asked the
governing body to reconsider and
repeal its resolution, stating the bor-
ough will take action at its meeting
on Tuesday, May 28.

Westfield Town Attorney Robert
Cockren explained that the town
needed DOT approval if the street
was to be closed for a period of more

than 48 hours.
Mr. Cockren told The Westfield

Leader that he responded to the letter
from Garwood and told them that the
council considered their letter and
that the resolution should stand as
adopted.

According to Mr. Cockren, to his
knowledge there was no further com-
munication by Garwood with
Westfield. “They simply sued us,” he
said.

Garwood filed its complaint with
the court on Thursday, June 20.

The reason behind the closing was
a safety concern when the three base-
ball fields were in use at Gumbert
Park. The officials from the Recre-
ation Commission would set up the
roadblocks when they felt it was
necessary during the set hours, but
the road was not always closed.

Mr. Renaud argued that Westfield
could not close the road for safety
purposes without DOT permission,
and that in order to do so, they needed
to pass an ordinance, not a resolu-
tion.

He said that the law stipulated the
48-hour time frame for such things
as block parties and street fairs. He
added that if that were not the case,
every town that didn’t like some-
thing in a neighboring town could
close off a street of 47 out of 48
hours.

Mr. Renaud stated that Westfield
cites fatal pedestrian accidents that
have occurred in the town, and none
of those streets have been closed. He
also said that Orchard Street in
Westfield borders a soccer field and
that it is not closed during games.

He added that this was part of the
“Battle of New Orleans,” and that it
is the, “last skirmish in the ShopRite

battle.”
Mr. Cockren said that the road

closure was purely for safety reasons
and that it was not a mandated clo-
sure, but rather an authorization. He
did concede that Westfield was not
happy with the traffic increase that
has occurred since the opening of
ShopRite, however, he stated that
safety is the real issue and that the
council does not want to see a child
get killed.

He told Judge Beglin that money
was just appropriated for traffic calm-
ing concept plans and that rumble
strips are already in place.

Judge Beglin stated that South
Chestnut Street is the thoroughfare
from North Avenue to East Broad
Street and that Garwood has a real
interest in the thoroughfare. He stated
that according to the statute, in order
to close the road for safety purposes

According to Westfield Town
Attorney Robert Cockren, to
his knowledge there was no
further communication by
Garwood with Westfield. “They
simply sued us,” he said.

Lack of Parking Spaces Creates
Quandary For New Construction

By TRACY EVANS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Builder Ralph Rapuano faced
members of the Westfield Planning
Board during a pre-session Concept
Hearing Monday evening. His plans,
presented by architect Roger Winkle,
involve building upon an already
existing structure at 430, 500 and
510 Central Avenue.

After presenting initial sketches
six months previous to this week’s
meeting, Mr. Rapuano explained his
Italian architectural style inspiration,
and his hopes to construct a third
floor with stucco finish and an ornate
façade. The two larger buildings at
the location are to remain intact,
while the third smaller building would
be demolished.

The main problem with these plans,
stressed Chairman Robert Newell, is
the size of the building itself, relative
to the amount of parking necessi-
tated by the variances.

“The site is too small to support

the building,” he stated, pointing to
the length of columns and walkout
windows shown in the drawings, “You
need to visually reduce the mass of
the building.”

Mr. Rapuano responded to the park-
ing situation by referring to previous
experience, “the concept of com-
mercial and residential works,” urged
Mr. Rapuano, citing his efforts at 509
Central Avenue, “The lots were al-
ways 40 to 50 percent empty.”

His goal for the new project would
be to create an upscale apartment
building, suitable for tenants over
the age of 55 and affording the con-
venience of walking distance into
downtown.

Mr. Newell concluded the concept
hearing with a suggestion to reduce
the variances, therefore allowing for
greater parking space without chang-
ing the overall aesthetic idea. His
hope is to return to Mr. Rapuano’s
original blueprints, with a structure
that blends more easily with the land-

scape of the area and is not quite as
massive in dimensions.

The parking dilemma persisted in
the regularly scheduled Planning
Board meeting. B&G Properties ap-
pealed for modifying space at 401
West Broad Street, the current loca-
tion of a beauty salon.

James Watson, a land surveyor and
planner with EKA Associates, pre-
sented the board with testimony in-
cluding a detailed study of the park-
ing activity in the area during the
peak the business hours of 3 to 6
p.m., and all day Saturday.

In response to board member
Charles Weidman’s concern about
the number of employees requiring
parking. Testimony was provided by
Claudia Cruz, owner of the salon
whose estimates complied with the
applicant’s desire to continue modi-
fications that would reduce parking
by four spaces.

Westfield resident Christopher
Farella expressed his concern that
traffic safety extending toward his
Rahway Avenue home would be in-
fluenced by the building efforts. He
remarked on the existing problem of
traffic speed and lack of visibility at
the location.

The board moved to approve the
appeal, as board member Martin
Robbins commended the analysis of
the “congested area” and the efforts
made by the applicant to investigate
the tight parking situation. Action
was granted on the condition that the
employees of the salon establish-
ment apply for three parking permits
from the town.

The final issue discussed on Mon-
day evening was the desire of
Stormcrest Limited Partnership to
build on a Lenox Avenue vacant lot,
across from the post office and to the
right of existing office buildings. The
structure to be built would utilize the
first floor for retail purposes, with
residences on both the second and
third floors.

Steve Needle, the lot’s contract
purchaser, hopes to, “change the
neighborhood character” by adding
this space, with accommodations for
two one-bedroom apartments suit-
able for individuals commuting by

WF Council to Designate Lot 3 As
An Area in Need Re-Development

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Town Council met
on Tuesday night, after press time.

As of Tuesday at press time, the
council was set to move resolutions
to demolish garages at 23 Stoneleigh
Park and 1407 Boulevard, as well as
a single family home at 159 Madison
Avenue.

There will be second readings on
three ordinances. The first ordinance
will grant a property easement and
right-of-way near the intersection of
Springfield Avenue and Cardinal
Drive.

The second ordinance is the public
hearing on the new classification of

members for Memorial Pool. The
ordinance will create an early bird
lap swim membership.

The third ordinance will provide
the Westfield Fire Department with
rapid access key boxes, as well as
several other emergency use items.

The council will also move a reso-
lution to designate the South Side
Train Station parking lot as an area in
need of redevelopment. This is one
of the first steps in order for a parking
deck to be built.

The town will also be appointing a
custodian of records for the Police
Department in accordance with the
new public information act, which
goes into effect on Saturday, July 8.

Residents of West Broad Street are
expected to be in attendance at the
meeting to discuss the placement of
the fence bordering their properties
and Memorial Pool.

Several residents are also expected
to be in attendance to discuss the
newly installed speed humps on
Rahway Avenue.

Officers of the Westfield Police
Department are expected to be in
attendance, as the Policemen’s Be-
nevolent Association contract nego-
tiations have not been settled with
the town.

A full article on the meeting will
be in the June 11 edition of The
Westfield Leader.

                    Lauren S. Pass The Westfield Leader
SLIP SLIDING AWAY…Thursday the Recreation Commission and Department held the ribbon cutting ceremony at
Westfield Memorial Pool. The additions to the facility include an eight-lane lap pool, a diving pool and two water slides.
The new pools will be officially open on July 13.

 Courtesy of the Westfield Police Department
YOUTH ACADEMY…Members of the Westfield Police Youth Academy threw
their diplomas in the air at their graduation ceremony on Friday. These year’s
graduates are: Justin Adams, Tarik Allen, Katie Anderson, Mark Anderson Jr.,
Jeremy Baker, Stephen Brouwer, Joseph Buontempo, Cherese Chambers, Kyle
Clarke, Kevin Devany, Jasmine Farmer, Angela Jenkins, Jason Kealy, Jeffrey
Perrella, Callie Meserole, Keith Moran, Michael Tammaro and Davon Wise.
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Westfield High School BASH
2002 Declared Successful

BALLOON ART...Westfield High School se-
niors show off the colorful balloon art of Magic
Bob at BASH 2002.

WESTFIELD –Approximately
275 or 85 percent of Westfield
High School (WHS) seniors cel-
ebrated graduation on June 24 with
an all-night, drug- and alcohol-
free party, BASH 2002, at the Rico-
chet Racquet Club in South
Plainfield.

Co-sponsored by the Optimist
Club of Westfield, the WHS Parent
Teacher Organization (PTO) and
the Westfield Recreation Commis-
sion, the party was organized and
supported by the
Westfield Board of Edu-
cation, parents, teachers,
local businesses, clubs,
professionals, corpora-
tions, sponsors and the
senior class. Several
chaperones also attended
all evening.

Activities included
massages, crafting photo
buttons, fortune telling,
nail art, psychic and palm
readings, a celebrity
video booth with laser
karaoke, “Super Sumo
Wrestling” and “Ameri-
can Gladiator Pedestal
Joust,” a lip sync contest,
dance contest, teacher
impersonations, a listing
of 10 reasons to graduate
WHS, and breakfast.

All evening long, the graduates
played volleyball, swam, enjoyed
racquetball, wallyball, basketball,

dancing, assorted board games, and
a graffiti wall, while munching on
soda, pizza, subs, assorted deli
meats and ice cream sundaes.

Door prizes and grand prizes
were also awarded, along with free
BASH 2002 “Scooby-Doo” T-shirts
to the first 100 graduates.

“I would like to express my sin-
cere thanks to all of those individu-
als who supported or worked on
BASH 2002. We can all be proud
of the response of our community

to make this worthy undertaking
for the Class of 2002 and future
seniors at WHS,” stated Project
Chairman Donald Pray.

Westfield HS - BASH 2002 Supporters

We wish to thank the many parents, teachers, and individuals
who made this event possible and the following contributors (parents

noted donated $100 or more in support of BASH 2001). 

GRAND FOUNDER ($1,000 or more)
Fairview Cemetary Westfield Recreation Commission
OPTIMIST Club of Westfield Westfield Service League
Schering Plough Corporation Westfield "Y"

FOUNDER ($500)
Garden State Screen Printing Racquets Etc./ The Augis Family

Moto Photo Town & Country Fine Wines and Spirits
Photo Buttons N' More / Sherri Kevoe

PACESETTER ($250)
Education Fund of Westfield Town Bank of Westfield
Elm Radio and TV Westfield HS PTO
Haven Savings Bank Parents of Michael Charmatz
Joseph D. DeMaio, DDS Parents of Remington Cherin
Mack Camera & Video / Mel Kevoe Parents of Dillon DePalmer
Opti-Care of Westfield Parents of Pamela Fried
Print Tech Parents of Megan O'Brien

BENEFACTOR  ($100)
Arena Sports Galaxy Coach Sound Station
Boyle Financial Assoc. Hershey's Subs & Deli Thomas Lincoln Mercury
Brummer's Chocolates Integrated Solutions Tropical Air and Heating Co.
Chartwells Leader Store Vicki's Diner
Clyne and Murphy Michael Kohn Jewelers Westfield Auto Wash
Domino's So. Plainfield PNC Bank Westfield Leader
Dr. Stephen Bosonac Rialto Theater Westfield Rotary

Parents of:
Daniel Aguero Daniel Finestein Michael Lau Blair Richardson
Kristin Anton Robert Freundlich Matthew Leiz Christine Romano
Rachel Bavolar Christopher Gismondi Brian Levy David Santoriello
Tara Behr Bethany Goldman David Louie Scott Satkin
James Bridgeman Jessica Gordon Brian Ludlum Daniel Sawicki
Gregory Buntain Adam Gormley Jeffery Luker Kurt Schoenberg
Tara Christakos Alvaro Guerra Michael MacKechnie Rory Schulman
Lindsey Ciarroca Jennifer Hayes Lindsay Maines Joseph Simone
Neil Ciemniecki Sarah Heitner Kristin Mann Jennifer Star
Erin Corbett Eric Hollander Virginia Mannino Anthony Tomasso
Bryan Cordes Nicole Infantino Erin Mc Clellan Diego Vargas
Kyle Davidson Hannah Israelow Brittany Miller John Verrier
Michael Debrossy Mara Judd Erica Nardi Jonathan Williams
James Donovan Laura Kanellos Neil Owens Stuart Yates
Gregory Elliott Cameron Kelly Rosanne Palatucci Adam Yoffie
Kiera Evans Shannon Kunath Michael Panza David Sorn

SPONSORS ($50 and under)
Adlers of Westfield Jeffrey's of Westfield Periwinkle's Gifts
Allied Business Machine Jos. A. Bank Clothier Pro Tour Cycles
B.G. Fields Restaurant Juxtapose Gallery Randals Shoes
Bagel Chateau Kotobuki of Japan Robert Treat Deli
Beauty Outlet LaCrema Celato & Caffe Sam Goody
Bliwise Liquors Lancasters Scott Seib Plumbing
Bovella's Pastry Shoppe Liberty Travel Scott Shoes
Colorado Café Mail Boxes Etc. Success Express
Copies Now Manhattan Bagel Theresa's
Cosimo's Martin Richard Salon Town Book Store
Douglas Cosmetics Mary Lou's Memorabilia Towne Delicatessen
Downtown Westfield Corp. Merrill Lynch Vance Florist
Famous Dave's BBQ Miller and Co. Video Video
Ferraro's Restaurant Nail Art # 2 Westfield Diner
G-Wiz II New Norris Chevrolet Westfield Sleep Center
Hely Family Northside Trattoria Westfield Vacuum
J & M Market Panera Bread Windmill of Westfield
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RON BANSKY
715 CENTRAL AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
908 301 0711

Allstate New Jersey Insurance Company, Bridgewater, New Jersey.
Allstate Life Insurance Company, Home Office: Northbrook, Illinois.
© 2002 Allstate Insurance Company

You’re in good hands.

Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

YMCA Executive Mark Elsasser
Named New CEO of Westfield Y

WESTFIELD — The Board of
Directors of the Westfield Y has an-
nounced that Mark E. Elsasser has
been selected as the Chief Executive
Officer of the Y, located at 220 Clark
Street.

Mr. Elsasser succeeds Stan
Kaslusky, who recently retired. He
will officially begin his new position
on Monday, July 22.

Mr. Elsasser has over 22 years of
full-time experience with the YMCA.
During the last six years, he has
served as the Executive Vice Presi-
dent of Operations of the YMCA of
Central Maryland, which has eight
branches.

Prior to that, he was the District
Vice President and then the Senior
Vice President of the YMCA of Phila-
delphia. He has also served as an
Executive Director of the Ambler
Area YMCA in Ambler, Pa. and the
Northeast YMCA in Philadelphia.

As a National YMCA Senior Di-
rector, Mr. Elsasser earned his
bachelor’s degree in Health, Physi-
cal Education and Recreation from
Lock Haven University in Lock Ha-
ven, Pa.

He received his master’s degree in
organizational management, special-
izing in non-profit organizations,
from La Salle University in Philadel-

phia.
Mr. Elsasser also earned his Certi-

fication as a Fundraising Executive
(CFRE).

He received the YMCA of the
USA’s Association of Professional
Directors (APD) “Hero Award” for
outstanding financial development
and earned the “YMCA Award of
Excellence,” which is the highest
award given to a YMCA professional
for outstanding dedication and ex-
cellence.

Mr. Elsasser has also been an ac-
tive Rotarian since 1985 in various
clubs, including Rotary chapters in
Horsham, Pa., Ambler, Pa., Tawson,
Pa. and Baltimore, as well as the
Northeast Rotary Club in Philadel-
phia.

In addition, he has served as a
member of the Northeast Chamber
of Commerce in Philadelphia; the
Tawson Chamber of Commerce and
the Wissahickson Valley Chamber of
Commerce in Wissahickson Valley,
Pa. where he was named “Citizen of
the Year” in 1994.

He had been a volunteer Emer-
gency Medical Technician (EMT)
for 15 years, serving Warrington and
Warminster, Pa. In addition, Mr.
Elsasser and his family have been
active in the Ascension Episcopal

Church in Westminster, Md.
He and his wife, Sherry, recently

celebrated their 20th anniversary and
will be moving to Westfield from
Maryland with their two children,
Brittany, 15, and Bryan, 13.

WWWWWeeeeestfield Seniorstfield Seniorstfield Seniorstfield Seniorstfield Seniorsssss
Off tOff tOff tOff tOff to Colleo Colleo Colleo Colleo Collegggggeeeee

Steven Krakauer for The Westfield Leader

Chris Freisen will attend the Miami
University of Ohio in Oxford, Ohio.

Josh Bengal will head for Brandeis
University in Waltham, Mass. this fall.

Sara Laskow, left, will study at Cali-
fornia State University, while Dania
Aguero, right, attends Northwestern
University in Evanston, Ill.

Bard College in Annandale-on-
Hudson, N.Y. is where Adam Turner
will study in the fall.

Josh Lieberman will head for the Uni-
versity of the Arts in Philadelphia, Pa.

Bryan Clancy plans to study at
Longwood University in Farmville, Va.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield needed to pass an ordi-
nance and then receive permis-
sion from the Chairman of the
DOT.

He said that the law included the
wording for closure by resolution
because it also applies to county
government, who passes ruling by
resolution, where municipalities pass
by ordinance.

Judge Beglin declared the resolu-
tion, “null and void,” adding that it
cannot be implemented and is unen-
forceable.

South Chestnut Street residents
have complained not only of in-

creased traffic, but also congestion
caused on the street due to overflow
parking for the ShopRite.

According to Town Administrator
James Gildea the idea of closing
South Chestnut Street and extending
the park across were discussed by the
Recreation Commission over three
years ago, but the idea was never
followed through on. One idea that is
currently being discussed is chang-
ing South Chestnut to a one-way
road.

 Traffic calming measures for the
entire “ShopRite grid” are currently
in the works.

Judge Beglin Bars Closure
Of South Chestnut Street

the town’s train station.
His attorney, Charles Brandt, re-

quested three variances for the
project, the first two dealing with
expanding the property line to allow
for a rear yard and side alleyway. Of
primary concern was the final vari-
ance, dealing with a reduction in
required parking spaces.

Again, evidence supporting the
proposed deficit in parking spaces
was provided, compiled at the hours
of 10 a.m., 1 p.m. and 5 p.m. on
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday. A
diagram of the parking survey was
provided by, professional engineer
Edward Deck.

Mr. Brandt proceeded to make a
case for a need for only five spaces,
two belonging to the residences
above the retail spot. In addition, the
applicant sited the cooperation of
neighboring businesses, including
Coldwell Banker, in allowing their
spaces to be used in the evening
hours.

Mr. Robbins’ response to the pho-
tographs was that they must have

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Lack of Parking Creates
Quandary for Construction

been taken on unusually quiet days,
as he insisted that the parking in
town remains a problem.

“There is a measured deficiency of
parking downtown, by roughly four
hundred spaces,” added Mr.
Weidman.

Desire to develop the land won out
at the end of the session, with Town
Engineer Kenneth Marsh comment-
ing that the lot, “has been an eyesore
for a long time.”

Mr. Newell saw the impending
structure as an asset that should main-
tain the residential character of the
area. He stressed the approval’s con-
dition that all employees of the build-
ing obtain parking permits from the
town.

Also passed all pending applica-
tions from May 6, including struc-
tures on 529 Edgar Road, 592 Spring-
field Avenue, and 118 Vernon Ter-
race.

Absent from the meeting were
Councilman Rafael Betancourt, and
Board members Jay Boyles and Jay
McDonald.

James Morrison Finn
Graduates Brewster

WESTFIELD – Brewster Academy
in Wolfeboro, N.H. has announced that
James Morrison Finn, the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Thomas Wathen Finn of
Westfield, graduated during the
academy’s 182nd Commencement
Exercises on June 1.

James was a member of the Gay-
Straight Alliance and played on the
golf team. He will attend Manhattan
College in New York.

Westfield UNICO Chapter
Awards Six Scholarships

UNICO GRANT WINNERS…The Westfield Chapter of UNICO National
recently presented scholarships to Westfield High School students. Pictured,
left to right, are: Shawn Simone, Daniel DeSerio, Rosemary Topar, Jacquelyn
Cusimano, Elizabeth Perrella and Bree Sherry.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Chapter of UNICO National an-
nounced its scholarship winners.
UNICO also made awards to local
charities during its June 12 meeting.

Scholarship awards were made to
Westfield High School students
Shawn Simone, Dan DeSerio, Rose-
mary Topar, Jacquelyn Cusimano,
Rachel Falcone, Elizabeth Perrella
and Bree Sherry.

The Mental Health Awards were
given to The Arc of Union County,
Community Access Unlimited,
Murray Hill Development Center and
to the UNICO National Mental
Health Program. Cooley’s Anemia
received $200.

In addition, $300 was presented to
the local 9/11 Memorial Fund for the
families who lost loved ones in the
terrorist attacks.

The Westfield Chapter of UNICO
convenes on the second Wednesday
of every month from September to
June. Membership is open to any
person of Italian heritage or their
spouse.

For more information, please call
Charles Grillo at (908) 654-3717 or
e-mail unico@westfieldnj.com.

Washington & Lee Tells
Andrew Stein Graduation

WESTFIELD – Washington & Lee
University in Lexington, Va. has re-
ported that Andrew C. Stein of
Westfield received a Bachelor of
Science Degree on June 6.

Andrew, who majored in math-
ematics, is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Stein of Westfield.

MacDonald to Attend
Fairleigh Dickinson

WESTFIELD – Fairleigh
Dickinson University in Madison has
revealed that Caitlin MacDonald of
Westfield will attend Fairleigh
Dickinson University’s College at
Florham this fall. Caitlin is the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Donald
MacDonald. She is a 2002 graduate
of Westfield High School.
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524 Springfield Ave•Westfield•908-232-4076 
Across from Echo Lake Park•Visa, MasterCard, Amex

Mon-Sun 9am-6pm • Thurs 9am-7pm

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House

Open July 4th 9am-2pm
Free Plant of the Same or Lesser Price.  

Plants discounted 20% or More  not included in our guarantee.
Does not apply to previous purchases No Coupons on Sale Merchandise

Now
Thru 07/09
Now
Thru 07/09

Many Varieties including
Proven winners. 4” Pots
Many Varieties including
Proven winners. 4” Pots

Specialty
Annuals

All
Trees &
Shrubs

Freedom to Plant
Roses
•Lots of Buds & Flowers
•Full Sun
•Many Varieties

•Lots of Buds & Flowers
•Full Sun
•Many Varieties

Buy 1
Get 1 Free

20% -
50%Off

Buy 1
Get 1 Free


