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DWC DIRECTORS…The Downtown Westfield Corporation met last week and
elected officers for 2002. Pictured, left to right, are: Sal Caruana, Joe Spector,
Dave Martone, Alan DeRose, Westfield Town Councilman Larry Goldman,
Beverly Caldora and Tom Fuccilla, and seated, Doug Schwarz, Chairman.

Downtown Westfield Corporation
Reorganizes For Year 2002

work, and visit. Its mission includes
improving Westfield’s economic vi-
ability by supporting existing busi-
nesses and encouraging the estab-
lishment of new enterprises and cul-

tural activities that complement ex-
isting stores and services.

The DWC focuses on making
downtown Westfield a safer, cleaner

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Chamber Breakfast Mtg. Serves Up
Discussion of Westfield Parking Plan

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC) held its annual reorga-
nization meeting on January 21 to
elect its officers for the new year.

Chairman Doug Schwarz, Vice-
Chairman Joe Spector, and Treasurer
Dave Martone were reappointed to
their positions. Beverly Caldora was
elected as Secretary.

Other members of the board in-
clude Salvatore Caruana, Tom
Fuccillo, Alan De Rose and Westfield
Democratic Fourth Ward Council-
man Larry Goldman.

Ms. Caldora, the newest appoint-
ment to the board, fills the un-ex-
pired business operator position as
the owner/operator of The Classic
Basket.

Mr. Fuccillo, a resident of
Westfield, was appointed as the
Mayor’s liaison in a non-voting ca-
pacity.

The vision of the Down-
town Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC) is for
Westfield to be a
preferred destina-
tion where people
want to live,

By AMY HOROWITZ
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Mayor’s Parking Advisory
Committee presented its proposed
parking plan for Westfield on Tues-
day, January 29, at the quarterly
meeting of the Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce.

Approximately 40 individuals, in-
cluding residents, business owners,
realtors, architects and engineers,
attended the breakfast meeting,
which as held at the Westfield Y.
Mayor Gregory McDermott, Charles
Weidman and Michael Zemsky made
presentations.

Westfield area residents and vol-
unteers have been working as a com-
mittee since May 2001 on parking
solutions for Westfield. Mr.
Weidman, served as Chairman. He is
also the Mayor’s designee to the
Planning Board. Mr. Zemsky served
on the committee and is a Westfield
architect.

The committee recommended that
Westfield build three parking struc-
tures to accommodate the needs of
shoppers, downtown employees, resi-
dents and commuters. The
committee’s plan calls for parking
decks at the south side train station,
at lots 1 and 8 (Trader Joe’s) and at
the parking area behind the Rialto
Theatre.

Mayor McDermott began the pre-
sentation by commending the com-
mittee. He said that they analyzed
virtually every location in downtown.
They reviewed commuter parking
supply and demand, and traffic pat-
terns. He said that the Town Council
is currently in support of two of the
three parking sites (south side train

station and lots 1 and 8).
In an interview with The Westfield

Leader, Mayor McDermott said that

the next steps “would be to go for an
RFQ (Request for Qualification),
which would take the current report
developed by the Parking Commit-
tee and turn it over to a professional
consultant, who would continue the
plan through the actual redevelop-
ment.”

The Mayor indicated that, in terms
of costs for the decks and operation,
the goal is not to increase taxes but to
offset costs through tax abatements
and public/private funding combina-

tions.
He stated that adding retail and

residential units with the proposed
parking decks would offset costs.
Further, through tax abatements, the
project would be funded through
“self-sufficient” debt.

Additionally, increased parking
fees and permit rates have already
been implemented to further fund
the potential parking deck projects.

Taking over the presentation, Mr.
Weidman stated that the original
committee consisted of 15 members.
A dozen more were added, as the
fact-finding mission became exten-
sive. In the first phase, the commit-
tee revalidated existing reports and
recounted every parking space (mu-
nicipal and private) in downtown.

He said that a model was created to
measure commuter parking supply
and demand. A parking shortfall of
450-500 spaces was determined.
Currently, 1,000 commuters are on a
four-year waiting list.

Mr. Weidman said that the Parking
Committee’s plan for a deck at the
south side train station would bring
down that wait down to one year.

He further stated that analyses were
done on the north side as well, taking
into account business square footage
and supply and demand of available
parking spaces. A shortfall of 350-
450 spaces was discovered.

Mr. Weidman added that the sec-
ond phase of work included analyz-
ing traffic patterns. It was observed
that during peak times (12:30 to 2
p.m. on Tuesday and Thursday and
early evening weekdays) municipal
and street parking spaces were uti-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Amy Horowitz for The Westfield Leader
PINEWOOD PROS…Cub Scout No. 171 of Wilson Elementary School in Westfield conducted its Annual Pinewood
Derby on January 26. Pictured, left to right, are: front row, derby judges Westfield Police Lieutenant James Schneider,
Mayor Gregory McDermott, Wilson School Principal Dr. Andrew Perry; back row, Best Traditional Design winner
William Mascarich and Best Use of Color winner Geoffrey Ko. Not pictured, is Best Unique Design winner David Turner
and Most Patriotic winner Michael Kalimtzis.

Amy Horowitz for The Westfield Leader
IN OPPOSITION…Owner of the
Rialto Theatre Jesse Sayegh expressed
his concern over the impact of dis-
rupting existing parking to build the
new parking structures, and its subse-
quent effect on local business.

Man Poses as State Worker
In Burglary of Residence

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A man posing as a utility worker
gained access to a Westfield resi-
dence last week, distracting the
homeowner while an accomplice
ransacked rooms in another part of
the house.

Lieutenant John Parizeau of the
Westfield Police Department said
the owner of the Westfield Avenue
home answered her door at 12:47
p.m. on January 24 to a man who
said he was from the state and was
there to check the water pressure.

The suspect, described as a white
male in his 30s with a slim build,
dark hair and wearing a brown
leather coat, showed an identifica-
tion card bearing the words “State
Employee” and some numbers, but
no photograph. Legitimate utility
workers have company-issued
identification badges with pictures,
the lieutenant said.

Lieutenant Parizeau said the sus-
pect had the woman bring him to
the basement, where he then had
her turn on a sink and washing
machine. While she was occupied,
a second man entered the home
and ransacked a bedroom and of-
fice area, the lieutenant stated.

The suspects apparently used
two-way radios to communicate,
he noted. He added the man dis-

tracting the homeowner pretended
to be talking to a supervisor at
another location, but was actually
speaking with his partner in an-
other part of the house.

The suspects only stayed in
the house for a few minutes before
leaving, the Lieutenant said. While
authorities initially believed they
had taken some jewelry, it was
later determined that they had left
empty-handed.

The men were observed exiting
the home by a friend of the home-
owner who arrived at the scene.
They were last seen traveling down
Westfield Avenue on foot toward
Dorian Road.

The second suspect was also de-
scribed as a white male in his 30s,
wearing a beige trench coat and a
brown hat.

The homeowner was not harmed
and realized the burglary occurred
almost immediately, Lieutenant
Parizeau said. He said that while
no similar cases have been reported
in Westfield since the start of the
new year, “we’ve had similar inci-
dents over the years” in which one
person will distract the homeowner
while the other searches the house
for valuables.

The lieutenant advised residents
that if they do not feel comfortable

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

           Nermene Simaika for The Westfield Leader
MAKING A POINT…The Reverend Leon Randall, shown above at last night’s Westfield Town Council meeting, said,
“People are relying only on what they’ve heard or read. This is a moral issue. Perhaps the people affected are poor or on
welfare or don’t even pay taxes, but that’s not the point.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Involvement in Ward Suit
Angers Westfield Residents

By NANCY CROSTA LANDALE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Emotions ran high on Tuesday
when, by a 5-4 vote, the Westfield
Town Council passed a resolution
for the town to intervene in the Ward
Commission suit, an action pending
in New Jersey Superior Court chal-
lenging the 2001 redrawing of
Westfield’s ward boundaries.

The resolution directs the town to
retain a separate attorney, Ronald J.
Riccio of Morristown’s McElroy,
Deutsch and Mulvaney, at a capped fee
of $17,500, to avoid any conflict of
interest or appearance of impropriety
caused by Town Attorney Robert
Cockren’s prior representation of the
Ward Commission.

Despite insistence that the decision
to intervene is not politically based,
all five Democratic council members
voted in favor of the resolution, while
remaining Republican council mem-
bers and Republican Mayor Gregory
McDermott voted in opposition.

Tuesday’s meeting was well-at-
tended, with public discussion of the
Ward Commission suit and parking
issues extending the session well into
the night.

Since the council had not discussed
the proposed Ward Commission reso-
lution in its conference session prior
to the meeting, discussion among
council members was lengthy and, at
times, discordant.

During open public discussion, Jon
M. Bramnick, Chairman of the
Westfield Republican Party, said the
resolution to appoint an attorney to
represent the town against the Ward
Commission was “unprecedented in
state history” and “clearly a political
issue.” He added that, “it is unfair to the
taxpayers to fight this political fight.”

Arguing that the actual party with
an interest is the Democratic party,
which objects to the redistricting map
drawn by the Ward Commission, Mr.
Bramnick urged that the Democrats
“pay to combat the decision.”

Mr. Bramnick warned that, if a
decision was made to use taxpayer
money to fight the Ward Commission’s
decision, “the Republicans will have
to take a position immediately on the
use of such moneys.”

To thunderous applause from the
audience, Mr. Bramnick intoned,
“Let’s keep the fight in the political
realm and use the taxpayers’ money
for Westfield.”

Resident Jay MacDonald voiced his
outrage over the use of town money for
“a totally politically-motivated fight.”

Citing the economic recession and
Governor James McGreevey’s freez-
ing of moneys to municipalities as
reasons for conserving taxpayer dol-
lars, Mr. MacDonald said, “I am ap-
palled that you would use taxpayer
money for nothing more than political
gain. I want to see our tax dollars used
for continued improvement of civil
services and education for our kids.”

Resident Jay Boyle stressed, “We

live in very tenuous times. There is a
tremendous (state) budget shortfall. I
believe all of you were elected to do the
right thing and accepted this position
of honor.

“You’re responsible to take good
care to spend the taxpayers’ money in
the most appropriate way. This hap-
pens in most cases, but not this one.”

Democratic Third Ward Council-
woman Claire Lazarowitz interjected,
“We’ve been saying ‘United We Stand’
for months. These people deserve our
standing together and support. That is
what this is all about. We’ve let them
down in the past — often. The ap-
plause tonight grieves me deeply. These
are our neighbors. Let’s protect them.”

Responding to Councilwoman
Lazarowitz, resident Joanne Neylan
said, “I am appalled at the thought
that I am less patriotic because I don’t
want to support the use of taxpayer
money for a political issue.”

Resident Michael Teschner said
he was glad to see the suit pending so
that if gerrymandering did occur, it is
set aside.

Stressing the political forces at
work, Mr. Teschner continued, “I
can appreciate your personal convic-

tions, but you can’t ignore that the
outcome of the suit affects the com-
position of the council. Therefore, to
have the council participate in who
eventually is seated on the council is
wrong. The town government needs
to be impartial and let the judicial
branch do what it’s supposed to do.”

Echoing these sentiments, resident
Victor Trzesniowski asked, “How does
a resolution with a political basis get
on the dais to subsidize the Demo-
cratic party?”

In response, Republican First Ward
Councilman Peter Echausse advised
that only Democratic council mem-
bers Mrs. Lazarowitz, Susan
Jacobson (Fourth Ward), Kevin Walsh
(Third Ward) and Lawrence Goldman
(Fourth Ward) had presented the reso-
lution, and without prior notice.

Then, directing a charge to Coun-
cilman Carl Salisbury, Councilman
Echausse said, “If there was true
gerrymandering, it should have been
brought up last October or Novem-
ber with your Republican colleagues.
The true plaintiff in this case is the
Westfield Democratic organization.
The Ward Commission statute says
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 Chamber
Of Commerce
and more attractive pedestrian environ-
ment, with adequate public parking in
order to serve the needs of local residents
and attract new shoppers and visitors
from throughout the region. The DWC
also aims to preserve the rich architec-
tural legacy of the downtown area.

The organization was formed in 1996,
evolving from the Main Street commu-
nity program of 1993. The DWC is a
Special Improvement District (SID)
management entity. The DWC has been
nationally recognized for its performance.

The Town of Westfield funds the DWC,
and the 2002 budget is being formulated.
In 2001, the DWC budget was $299,500.
The group is made up of seven board
members (two property owners within
the district, two business operators within
the district, two residents, and a Town
Council liaison).

The office, which is located on the
second floor at 105 Elm Street in
Westfield, is staffed with a full-time Ex-
ecutive Director, Sherry Cronin, and a
part-time Executive Assistant Meg
Mehorter.

Events planned by the DWC for this
year include:

Westfield Sale Days — Thursday,
January 31, Friday, February 1, and Sat-
urday, February 2.

“Art in Westfield” a sidewalk show
and sale — Saturday, May 11, (Rain date
May 18). This event is co-sponsored
with the Westfield Art Association and is
held in the spring and fall.

“Sweet Sounds Downtown” jazz fes-
tivals — Tuesday evenings at 7 p.m. on
July 2, 9, 16, 23, and August 6 and 13.

The Downtown Westfield 5K Run and
Pizza Extravaganza — Thursday, July
25. This new event will start at 7 p.m.

“Sidewalk Sale Days” — July 18, 19,
20, and 21 (Thursday through Sunday).

“Art in Westfield” Sidewalk Show and
Sale, Discover Westfield and Columbus
Day Sale and Store Events — Friday
through Monday, October 11, 12, 13 and
14.

“Trick or Treat” Downtown and the
2nd Annual Costume Contest will be
held on Saturday, October 26.

“Welcome Home to Westfield” —
December.

For more information, please call (908)
789-9444 or visit
www.westfieldnj.ataclick.com.

Alan Augustine

Alan Augustine Memorial
Considered for Village Green

The Alan Augustine Memorial Park
committee met Monday,
January 28, to discuss
plans for the Village Green
in the Towne Centre.

Former Mayor and
Councilman William
McClintock led the meet-
ing. “The committee be-
lieves that a beautiful
fountain in the center of
the Village Green would
enhance the park and
would be a fitting tribute
to Mr. Augustine,” said.
Mr. McClintock.

As Mayor, Mr. Augustine, estab-
lished the Cultural Arts Series and
Scotch Plains Day, which both take
place on the Village Green.

The committee members include

Jean Augustine, former Mayor and
Councilwoman Joan
Papen, former Mayor
and Councilman Gabe
Spera, Township Clerk
Barbara Riepe, Nancy
Malool, Mayor Martin
Marks and Council-
woman Geri Samuel.

The committee will
spend the next few weeks
gathering information
about the fountain and
will consider an appro-
priate plaque designat-
ing the Village Green as

the Alan Augustine Memorial Park.
 The enhancements to the Village

Green will be paid for with private
funds and the committee will be so-
liciting donations in the near future.

WESTFIELD
POLICE

BLOTTER
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16

• A Hillside Avenue resident reported
that his garage was unlawfully entered
and a chrome bicycle, valued at $250,
was stolen.

• A resident of Oneida Circle reported
an incident of theft by deception in which
he bought a box from a Mountainside
resident that supposedly contained a Sony
Play Station, but was actually empty. No
one had been charged in connection with
the incident as of press time.

• A Downer Street resident reported
an attempted burglary to her home after
discovering pry marks around the front
door lock and jamb.

• An Effingham Place resident reported
being the victim of a simple assault after
she was struck in the face with an open
hand by a female suspect from Roselle.

The incident, which left scratch marks
on the victim, occurred in the municipal
lot at the north side train station. Police
said no complaints had been filed in the
case as of press time.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 17
• Gene Guillaume, 19, of Roselle

was arrested and charged with theft by
deception for allegedly stealing approxi-
mately $1,800 worth of merchandise
over a period of time from the East
Broad Street clothing store where he
worked. He was released on a summons.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 20
• Approximately 40 compact discs

and a cellular telephone were reported
stolen from an unlocked motor vehicle
that was parked in a driveway in the 600
block of Summit Avenue. The total value
of the stolen items was $750.

• An unknown individual or suspects
unsuccessfully attempted to enter a mo-
tor vehicle on Summit Avenue, breaking
the driver’s side door lock in the process.

MONDAY, JANUARY 21
• An incident of theft by deception

was reported, in which a Byron Court
resident paid a construction company
$2,700 in June of last year for masonry
work to be done on the front steps that
still has not been done.

• An undetermined amount of cash
and a pair of black leather gloves were
reported stolen from a motor vehicle in
a Linden Avenue driveway. There are
currently no suspects in the case.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 22
• Derek P. Thoms, 31, of East Or-

ange was arrested in Westfield Munici-
pal Court and charged with hindering
apprehension for allegedly providing
police with false identification when he
was stopped on January 13 at Central
Avenue and Dakota Street.

The suspect, who was issued two tick-
ets at that time under the fraudulent
name, was also taken into custody last
week on contempt of court warrants
from East Orange, Newark, Fort Lee and
North Bergen.

Thoms’ use of a false identification
earlier this month was discovered when he
appeared in court in response to the two
tickets he had received, police said. He
was held in lieu of a total of $4,538 bail.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 23
• Abigail Lee, 26, of Hoboken was

arrested and charged with driving while
intoxicated at South Avenue and
Cumberland Street. She was released to
a responsible party.

• A Proxima In Focus projector, val-
ued at $4,025, was reported stolen from
the conference room of a Cardinal Drive
law office.

• A bench in front of an Elm Street
restaurant was reported damaged by sev-
eral juveniles who jumped their bicycles up
onto it, causing scratches and splintering.

MONDAY, JANUARY 28
• The front left headlight on a 2001

Jeep was broken by rocks while the
motor vehicle was parked on First Street.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 29
• A Virginia Street resident reported

that someone entered his motor vehicle
and removed a wallet containing five
expired credit cards.

• A resident of Summit Court reported
that someone forcibly entered her motor
vehicle and removed sunglasses.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Chamber Mtg. Serves Up
Discussion of Parking Plan

lized on average 90 to 100 percent. It
was stated that professional studies
show that a utilization rate of 85 per-
cent at peak times represents a short-
fall.

Mr. Weidman asked his audience,
“Is this what a robust downtown
needs?”

He stressed that for people, “parking
location is key, as human nature is
cheap and lazy,” citing that “successful
parking is facilitated where people will
use it.” He also explained that a large
structure only on the south side of town
would benefit commuters. It would not
be an ideal solution for those shopping
and working on the north side and vice-
versa. In an effort to be sensitive to the
neighborhood needs, the Parking Com-
mittee agreed to spread out to the origi-
nally proposed three locations.

Mr. Weidman took the concept of
“neighborhood needs” one step further
by asking, “Do you embrace a neigh-
borhood with parking structures only?
Why not add structures that are benefi-
cial to consumers? The fabric of the
south side of town could more resemble
the north side.”

He added that the committee pro-
posed putting a residential façade on
the parking deck on Prospect and Elm
Streets (Trader Joe’s lot). Strategically
designed, this would reinforce the resi-
dential feel of that area and reduce
vehicular traffic off Prospect Street.

Mr. Zemsky then took the podium
and displayed an aerial photograph of
Westfield, showing the locations of the
three proposed parking decks. He il-
lustrated how the needs of business
and residents would benefit from this
spread out parking plan. He indicated
that this would minimize traffic, add
more business and residences, and
improve the quality of life overall.

Using computer imagery, Mr.
Zemsky showed the proposed three-
story deck on the south side. The goal
is to “make the parking deck invisible,
with a well detailed façade that is com-
pletely screened by retail and residen-
tial structures. The first floor would be
ground level and the remaining two
elevated, with long term employee park-
ing designated on the top floor, mini-
mizing interrupted work to feed meters
and to allow for customer parking on
the lower levels.”

The plan for lots 1 and 8 (Trader
Joe’s) was digitally enhanced to show
a three-story residential component and
10,000 square feet of retail space. It
indicated that the parking structure was
obscured from view. In this plan, the
parking lot for Trader Joe’s would be
relocated to the front of the store. The
current ingress and egress would be
removed to reduce traffic off of Pros-
pect Street. A central area for service
and loading would be established to
minimize truck traffic in the neighbor-
hood. Long-term parking accommo-
dations would be made for employees
on the upper level.

Although the Town Council dis-
missed the third proposed parking deck
behind the Rialto Theatre, the plan was
nevertheless presented. This proposal
called for a two-story deck.

Mr. Weidman returned to the po-
dium and discussed the budgetary com-
ponents of the proposed plans.

“Very few parking facilities actually
make money, given the prices we want
our residents, employees and commut-
ers to pay. The town’s economic nut
would be the cost to acquire the neces-

sary property, whereas the developer
would pay to build it,” he explained.

“All the town will own is the prop-
erty under the facility. The source of
revenue flow for this project will come
from the proposed development of new
retail and residential facilities,” Mr.
Weidman stated. “The taxes can be
structured so that the cost of the pro-
posed parking decks is paid down di-
rectly.”

He said that existing municipal park-
ing rates have already been increased,
generating $500,000 annually to facili-
tate future parking structures. The Park-
ing Committee also proposes to further
increase municipal parking and com-
muter permit rates.

Specifically, commuters now pay-
ing $30 to $45 per month may find their
monthly cost go up to $60, the same as
in Summit. Mr. Weidman added that
the townspeople need a “refresher
course in supply and demand.”

The final budgetary comment made
in the presentation by Mr. Weidman
was that the town could take advantage
of low, long-term financing rates.

At the conclusion of the presenta-
tion, members of the audience were
invited to express their opinions.

Former Mayor, Bud Boothe recalled
how, when he was elected approxi-
mately 10 years ago, the discussion
then was that a parking proposal could
take advantage of low interest rates. He
commended the Mayor’s Parking Com-
mittee on their “extensive research and
efforts.”

He was, however, “dubious over mix-
ing retail and residential spaces with
the parking deck, wondering if it would
exacerbate the problem by adding more
retail space. “Wouldn’t you then need
more parking?” he asked.

Jubb Corbett of Legg Mason Wood
Walker, Inc. in Westfield wanted “to
know the numbers” and “the net differ-
ence.” He also concurred with Mr.
Boothe.

Mr. Boothe then urged that the decks
be constructed in a way that the retail
and residential spaces could be con-
verted, down the road, if parking short-
fall were to resurrect in the future. He
also noted that “parking doesn’t pay
it’s own way” and still thinks the tax-
payers should pay their share to fund
the parking decks.

Jesse Sayegh, owner of the Rialto
Theatre, expressed his concern over
the impact of disrupting existing park-
ing to build the new parking structures,
and its subsequent effect on local busi-
ness. He cited the recent repaving ex-
perience of the lot behind the theater.

The lot was closed for four days in
November. It was the weekend that
Harry Potter was released. He claimed
that he took a 40 to 45 percent hit in
business. He worries about displaced
customers not returning.

Mr. Weidman rebutted, “There will,
of course, be some sort of disruption.
The town will need to thoughtfully cre-
ate alternative parking areas.”

Before the meeting, Mayor McDermott
told The Leader that he could not verify at
this time just how long the redevelopment
would take, but mentioned that “off-site
locations might need to be utilized, like the
Westfield Memorial Pool parking lot, for
example, and then maybe bus people in.”

Vince Bruns, owner of Westfield Sea-
food on South Avenue, has a specific
problem with the proposed plan. In order
for the developers to build the parking
deck, “a number of local businesses would
be taken out.” His business would be one
of them. He moved his 12-year East
Broad Street business to South Avenue. It
now has easy access and 12 customer
parking spaces.

Having invested quite a sum of
money on renovations, he claimed, “I
can’t afford to wait a year and hope my
customers will return.”

On the flipside, Beverly Caldora, a
member of the Board of Directors of the
Downtown Westfield Corporation, a south
side business owner, and a Westfield resi-
dent for 34 years, thinks the proposed
parking plan is a good one.

She stated, “Westfield is a very hot
property now.”

Amy Horowitz for The Westfield Leader
DERBY DESIGNER…David Turner,
pictured above, was awarded Best De-
sign in the Unique Category during the
Annual Pinewood Derby of the Cub
Scout Pack No. 171 on January 26.

admitting an unannounced person
into their home, they should not let
that individual inside. If the person
persists or seems suspicious,
homeowners are erged to call the
police.

Residents are advised to contact
police if they observe the suspects.
Anyone with information about last
week’s incident is asked to call (908)
789-4010 and ask for Detective Ser-
geant John Rowe of the Westfield
Police Department.
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Burglary

New Semester to Begin
At Westfield Adult School

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Adult School’s spring semester will
begin on Monday, February 25, with
new course offerings. The spring
catalog lists over 90 classes, includ-
ing 18 offered for the first time.

Among the courses making their
debut are: Business Etiquette Ba-
sics, a picture framing workshop,
and “Dining Adventures,” which will
feature dinner at a restaurant in
Scotch Plains and one in Westfield.

The catalog has been mailed to
local libraries and homes in
Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Cranford, Garwood
and Clark. A printable registration
form and catalog are also available
at www.westfieldnj.com/
adultschool.

Courses are open to adults, regard-
less of residency, and pre-registra-
tion is highly recommended. Stu-
dents registering by mail will be
contacted only if their course choice
is cancelled or closed. Students may
also register in-person on the first
evening of class at the high school’s
office.

The school is in session on Mon-
day evenings at Westfield High
School. A handful of classes will be
taught at off-site locations. Courses
begin throughout the nine-week se-
mester. Tuition fees vary, but range
from $10 to $151.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Lafayette College
Tells Dean’s List
AREA – Lafayette College in

Easton, Pa. has announced the names
of pupils from Westfield, Scotch
Plains and Fanwood to be placed on
the Dean’s List for the fall 2001
semester.

These students include:
Westfielders Courtney Reis Nemec
(Class of 2002) and Miriam Helen
Habeeb (Class of 2004); Scotch
Plains residents Michael Samuel
Milberger (Class of 2002) and Nadine
Ann Kwiatkowski (Class of 2003);
and Fanwood resident Matthew Jo-
seph Metzger (Class of 2005).

Brent Bramnick Earns
Dean’s List Recognition

WESTFIELD – Brent Bramnick,
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Jon Bramnick
of Westfield, has been placed on the
Dean’s List for the first semester
2001-2002 at Bucknell University in
Lewisburg, Pa., according to Interim
Dean of Students Mark Padilla, Col-
lege of Arts & Sciences.

that there is the potential for the town to
defend the Ward Commission. This was
discussed with the council and certain
council members wanted to make sure
the town didn’t have to pay.

“Two weeks later, we have a resolu-
tion for the taxpayers to intervene. This is
unconscionable.”

Mr. Salisbury, Republican Second
Ward Councilman Matthew Albano and
Mayor McDermott clarified that the is-
sue was discussed in a conference ses-
sion late last year, resulting in the deci-
sion that Westfield take no action in the
suit.

Republican Second Ward Councilman
Rafael Betancourt added, “I don’t under-
stand Mr. Salisbury’s statement that there
can be no relief unless Westfield joins the
suit. The suit asks for the Ward Commis-
sion findings to be set aside. We needed
to move together as a council without
trying to gain political advantage.

“If the litigation develops to the point
where it can’t proceed without Westfield
as a party, then we can discuss interven-
ing. Now, we’re jumping in without an
imminent legal necessity. At this point,
we don’t have to do it.”

Resident Robert Stahl characterized
Mr. Betancourt’s point in this regard as
most valid. “There’s a suit pending. What
is the purpose of one party joining the suit
at the taxpayers’ expense? The court will
render an opinion if the map was inap-
propriately drawn,” Mr. Stahl remarked.

He also objected to the “throwing
around” of race and disagreed with the
characterization of the opposition as un-
patriotic. He concluded, “this is just about
what is the right and wrong use of tax-
payer money.”

Resident Tom Walsh, Councilman
Betancourt’s law partner, pointed out
that under the Ward Commission statute,
the reasonable and necessary expenses
of the Ward Commission will have to be
paid by the town.

Recognizing that passage of the reso-
lution would allow the town’s interven-
tion and retention of special counsel, he
questioned, “Why do the taxpayers have
to pay for both sides of the suit?”

Also, in an emotional plea directed to
Councilwoman Lazarowitz, Mr. Walsh
said, “You asked how we can take a
position against ‘United We Stand.’ My
brother died on September 11. Just be-
cause I disagree with you, I shouldn’t be
called unpatriotic.”

Resident Donnell Carr asked the
Westfield citizens to consider both sides
of the issue. Referring to President George
W. Bush’s State of the Union address to
be given later that night, Mr. Carr stated,
“The President will discuss how impor-
tant it is to stand together. People will
bleed and die for their country and certain
values. It grieves me to hear emotions
directed to the defenseless disenfran-
chised.”

Resident Mary Withers, a name plain-
tiff in the Ward Commission suit, said: “I
feel my vote has no power. The council
and the people of the community should
look into what’s going on.”

The Reverend Leon Randall of St.
Luke African Methodist Episcopal Zion
Church in Westfield, said, “People are
relying only on what they’ve heard or
read. This is a moral issue. Perhaps the
people affected are poor or on welfare or
don’t even pay taxes, but that’s not the
point. Any time members of the commu-
nity living in town for many years are
disenfranchised, I can’t see arguing over
a couple thousand dollars just to straighten
the situation out.”

Resident Thomas Borne said that,
while he agrees that the judiciary should
stay out of the political realm, these are
“extraordinary, unprecedented circum-
stances and money should be spent to
redress a wrong.”

Councilman Goldman reminded the
audience that the town “spends all kinds
of money to respond to various topics of
interest to the citizens.”

He cited the recent Shop-Rite con-
struction as “important to a segment of
the community,” stating the town spent
“hundreds of thousands of dollars” to
study the issue and hire attorneys.

Similarly, he argued, “there now is a
group of citizens who have been de-
prived of their right to vote with their
contiguous neighbors.” He emphasized
that there is only a modest, capped ex-
penditure involved, and that “$17,000 to
fight racial gerrymandering is a good
investment.”

Councilman Salisbury emphasized that
his support of the resolution stemmed
both from his heart and mind. He stated,
“Members of a minority community in
town have been gravely wronged. This is
a rare opportunity to right a grave wrong.
When you have that opportunity, you do it.

“I’m using my best judgment. It’s the
right thing to do. We should stand to-
gether as a community and right the
wrong done to our minority community

by the Ward Commission. It has nothing
to do with power or politics. It’s just the
right thing to do as a public servant.”

Opposing the charge that the resolu-
tion is politically motivated, Council-
man Walsh said, “This is not about a
bunch of Democrats wringing their hands.
During my campaign for council, so
many people of good will on both sides
of the aisle stopped me and expressed
embarrassment over the Ward Council’s
decision. This is a moral issue; enough
about politics.”

In support of his arguments, Mr. Walsh
quoted from a Law Review article writ-
ten by former Republican Mayor and
now State Senator Richard Bagger, de-
crying the evils of redistricting and the
ignoring of groups of constituents.

Emphasizing the sensitive timing of
the resolution, Councilwoman Jacobson
added, “We need to move forward now.
There are certain time frames to file for
the Primary election. We can’t sit back
and wait. If we do, there will be no
opportunity for this community to be
able to vote in the next election as it did
in the past.

“The Ward Commission has taken an
entire neighborhood and put it on the
other side of town to vote. This loses the
whole idea of Westfield as a neighbor-
hood and community.”

Immediately after the meeting, the
Mayor and Republican council mem-
bers issued a press release strongly criti-
cizing “efforts by the Democratic major-
ity to use taxpayer money to fund a
political power play.”

Mayor McDermott explained that ev-
ery decade, after each census, the Ward
Commission is established by state stat-
ute to redistrict Westfield’s wards to re-
flect the new census figures.

He urged, “The bipartisan commis-
sion rejected the Democrats’ proposal to
add the Cacciola Place neighborhood to
the Third Ward, which would have added
a substantial number of registered Demo-
crats to the Ward. The time for debate on
this issue is over.

“If the Democrats are unhappy, then
they should pay for the costs to litigate
the decision. Instead, they’re asking
Westfield taxpayers to foot the bill. Last
year, when the state Republicans con-
tested the legislative boundaries drawn
by the state redistricting commission, the
Republican Party paid for the court suit
challenging the boundaries, not state tax-
payers.

“This unprecedented move by Demo-
cratic council members to force taxpay-
ers to fund their political causes is outra-
geous and clearly puts politics before the
best interests of Westfield’s taxpayers.”

In other business, resident Allen
Solomon questioned the governing
body’s decision to pursue construction of
two parking decks. He suggested build-
ing a south side deck first, to determine if
it could support itself before building a
north side deck.

He also urged a public vote on the
issue, stating, “If you respect the people
who voted you into office, let them vote
and have a say – especially if taxpayer
money will be used.”

In response, Councilman Walsh noted
that during his door-to-door campaign-
ing last year, the overwhelming public
response was that a parking solution was
imminently needed.

Councilman Albano emphasized that
the current phase only is a matter of due
diligence to determine what to do next.
He stressed to Mr. Solomon, “Your voice
is not unheard.”

The Mayor added, “At our last meet-
ing, we decided to move forward to hire
a parking consultant. We used all of the
information from the Parking Commis-
sion. We discussed the two locations and
are obtaining information about them
from developers. The Planning Board,
Parking Commission and council will be
involved on a step-by-step basis.”

In response to Mr. Solomon’s call for
a potential referendum, the Mayor stated,
“I guarantee it will be discussed; we’re
just not there yet.”

Debbie Schmidt, the Executive Direc-
tor of the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce, advised that the Chamber
supports two decks. She said, “The Cham-
ber feels it is essential to the economic
viability of downtown Westfield. The
south deck will enhance the South Av-
enue business corridor.”

Resident Pamela Orbach commented
about the lack of adequate handicapped
parking within a reasonable distance of
the town core.

Councilman Salisbury suggested that
the issue be placed on the next Transpor-
tation, Parking and Traffic Committee
agenda and that Town Administrator
James Gildea raise the issue with the new
Parking Director.

The Mayor added, “This would be a
great recommendation to our new Park-
ing Director.”

Involvement in Ward Suit
Angers Westfield Residents


