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Fanwood Planning Board Okays Plan for Downtown Block;
Borough Council Expected to Adopt Ordinance in March

dinance for the plan since it had not
been adopted before the end of 2001.

The board was given 45 days to
respond to the council’s memoran-
dum with any additional input, which
the council has the option either to
accept or reject prior to adopting the
ordinance for the redevelopment
plan.

Board members concluded last

week’s hearing by unanimously en-
dorsing adoption of the plan as pre-
sented by the council, albeit with
two supplemental items.

One involved clarification of lan-
guage in the plan regarding setbacks,
while the other recommended exist-
ing zoning ordinance provisions re-
lated to removal and preservation of
trees be applied to the plan.

Now that it has approved the plan,
the board is expected to formally
respond to the council with a resolu-
tion at the board’s Monday, February
18 agenda meeting. It is expected the
governing body will then adopt its
ordinance for the plan on second
reading in March.

During last week’s hearing, which
was televised on Fanwood’s TV-35,
business and property owners, among
others, reiterated their concerns about
the how the plan may affect existing
businesses and quality of life along
the block.

Joe Ponzio of Second Street, whose
property on the block was once home
to an oil depot, inquired about efforts
on the part of the municipality to
ensure both retail and residential el-
ements of the plan are developed
within a reasonable period of time to
one another.

Eric Hess, who was named Vice
Chairman by his colleagues during
the annual election of board officers
earlier in the evening, explained that
an “all-or-nothing” approach, in
which a developer would be required
to improve the entire block, was
deemed “unworkable.”

He said if standards were too strict,
the borough could limit its opportu-
nities for successful development of
the block.

Council President Joel Whitaker,
who sits on the Planning Board as
governing body Liaison, observed
that, while a single developer would
be considered the ideal, officials are
also willing to entertain proposals
from partnerships of two or more
developers.

Mr. Ponzio remarked that there
should have been “more inclusion”

of business and property owners in
development of the plan. He sug-
gested a “blue ribbon” panel could
have been formed for this purpose,
like the one Mayor Jung plans to
appoint to review the request for
qualifications from developers once
it has been prepared by the borough’s
professional staff.

Referencing a permitted three-
story building height in the plan, Mr.
Ponzio additionally noted such struc-
tures would incur greater expenses
due to mandatory installation of el-
evators and a sprinkler system, among
other requirements.

Mr. Whitaker anticipated that if a
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

An amended plan for redevelop-
ment of a block of commercial prop-
erty in Fanwood’s downtown was
approved by the Planning Board Janu-
ary 23, although some residents re-
mained skeptical as to whether it will
achieve the desired goals for the site.

The plan calls for mixed residen-
tial and retail development of a 6.5-
acre spread, bordered by South,
Martine and LaGrande Avenues and
by Second Street, that encompasses
24 separate tax lots. Four of these
lots comprise the long-vacant Dean
Oil site.

Originally introduced via a Bor-
ough Council ordinance in Novem-
ber, the redevelopment plan was en-
dorsed by the Planning Board at the
conclusion of a two-part public hear-
ing last month.

However, with the board’s approval
came 14 recommendations for the
governing body to consider before
adopting its ordinance. These items
reflected concerns raised by retailers
and property owners regarding the
plan’s potential impact on existing
businesses there.

After reviewing the items with
professional planner Richard Preiss,
who prepared the plan last year,
Mayor Louis Jung and the council
sent a memorandum to the Plan-
ning Board on January
10, listing their re-
sponses to each of the
recommendations.
They also intro-
duced a new or-

SUSPENSION OF TWO STUDENTS ALLEGEDLY INVOLVED IN SEXUAL ASSAULT IS EXTENDED BY BOARD

Preliminary Curriculum and Instruction Budget Shows $32,000
Increase; Security Measures to Be Used at Brunner, McGinn Schools

SHATTERING STEREOTYPES…During the DECA “Day of Decision,” held
recently at Terrill Middle School (planned for Park Middle School on Friday,
February 8), included discussion of stereotypes. Each of the participating eighth
graders wore a sign indicating a certain stereotype.

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

A look at the preliminary 2002-
2003 budget for curriculum and in-
struction in Scotch Plains-Fanwood
public schools from Assistant Super-
intendent Dr. Kathleen Regan showed
a possible $32,000 increase in ex-
penditures to $992,595 from 2001-
2002’s adjusted budget of $960,825.

During the January 24 Board of
Education meeting, Dr. Regan re-
viewed the various categories that
fall under the curriculum and in-
struction portion of the district bud-
get, including information technol-
ogy, professional development, world
languages, athletics, math, music,
science, gifted and talented/basic
skills, social studies, business edu-
cation, art, industrial arts, health/
physical education, English and ESL
(English as a Second Language).

There are few new items included
in the preliminary budget, save the

need to purchase additional textbooks
and classroom materials at different
grade levels, enhancement of the
GEMS (Great Explorations in Math-
ematics and Science) program, the
scheduled expansion of the world
language program to include Span-
ish instruction in fourth grade, and
the purchase of additional supplies
to accommodate the fifth-grade move
to the middle school in September.

Next year’s preliminary budget also
calls for introduction of an explor-
atory language program in fifth grade.
The exploratory program, currently
in place for sixth graders, allows
students to study French, Spanish,
Italian and German before choosing
a language concentration.

Preliminary figures also provide
for extension of Terra Nova testing to
include the seventh grade in the spring
of 2003. The Terra Nova is currently
administered to ninth and 10th grad-
ers.

Dr. Regan also presented the pre-
liminary Technology/Audio Visual
budget for 2002-2003, which showed
an anticipated drop in spending from
$607,377 for this year to $587,967
next year. While budget increases
were identified for the lease/purchase
of hardware for the district, and for
the purchase of professional and tech-
nical services, a $208,472 expendi-
ture for instructional equipment in
2001-2002 will not carryover into
the coming school year.

Presentations and discussions re-
garding the 2002-2003 school bud-
get will continue at public board
meetings on the following Thursday
evenings: February 7, 14, 21 and 28.
Meetings begin at 8 p.m. and the
public is welcome.

In other business, Business Ad-
ministrator Anthony DelSordi re-
ported that the Economic Develop-
ment Authority of the state of New
Jersey officially signed off on all of
the district’s renovation/construction
projects, which opens the door for
the district to begin to receive the
reimbursement promised under the
Educational Facilities Construction
and Financing Act.

Mr. DelSordi also reported comple-
tion of the bond sales required to
fund the community portion of the
construction costs as authorized by
passage of the December 2000 bond
referendum.

In other business, board member

Lance Porter reported that the Janu-
ary 23 meeting among negotiating
teams for the board, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Education Association
(SPFEA) and fact finder did not yield
a contract settlement. Another meet-
ing has been scheduled for Wednes-
day, February 20.

Mr. Porter remarked that, while
the “public feels left in the dark” as
to the specifics of the negotiating
process, “both sides understand
where each other is coming from.”

“We want to get it done just like
everyone in the district wants to get
it done,” said Mr. Porter, who offered
a brief overview of the health ben-
efits plan currently in place for teach-
ers, secretaries, coaches and aides.

On the subject of the contract,
Terrill Middle School teacher Paul
Larsen, who has taught for 31 years
in local schools, said, “I pride myself
on being a mental and physical role
model for students. Myself and my

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Alan Augustine

“If you cannot clean your own
house, we will do it for you.”

Ed Leonard,
President of the Scotch Plains-

Fanwood Education Association to
Board of Education President Dr.

Donald E. Sheldon

Alan Augustine Memorial
Considered for Village Green

The Alan Augustine Memorial Park
committee met on Janu-
ary 28, to discuss plans
for the Village Green in
the Towne Centre.

Former Mayor and
Councilman William
McClintock led the meet-
ing. “The committee be-
lieves that a beautiful
fountain in the center of
the Village Green would
enhance the park and
would be a fitting tribute
to Mr. Augustine,” said.
Mr. McClintock.

As Mayor, Mr. Augustine, estab-
lished the Cultural Arts Series and
Scotch Plains Day, which both take
place on the Village Green.

The committee members include

Jean Augustine, former Mayor and
Councilwoman Joan
Papen, former Mayor
and Councilman Gabe
Spera, Township Clerk
Barbara Riepe, Nancy
Malool, Mayor Martin
Marks and Council-
woman Geri Samuel.

The committee will
spend the next few weeks
gathering information
about the fountain and
will consider an appro-
priate plaque designat-
ing the Village Green as

the Alan Augustine Memorial Park.
 The enhancements to the Village

Green will be paid for with private
funds and the committee will be so-
liciting donations in the near future.

County Fails to Communicate
With SP on Deer Problem

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Mayor Martin Marks said he has
asked Union County officials to at
least speak with Scotch Plains lead-
ers about the burgeoning deer prob-
lem in the Ashbrook Reservation,
but has yet to hear from the county.

During Tuesday evening’s Town-
ship Council meeting, the Mayor,
noting that some residents on the
south side of town had asked that
the deer problem be looked at, said
he had asked the county to evaluate
the problem, which has led to deer
wandering into residential neigh-
borhoods and in the paths of moving
vehicles.

If the county were to determine
there was not a real problem, Mayor
Marks said the township would ac-
cept that conclusion. However, he
said he had not heard anything from
officials about the matter.

Also during its two-hour meeting,
the council heard Parks and Recre-
ation Director Ray Poerio present an

overview of his department’s activi-
ties over the past year and its plans
for the coming year.

On the one year anniversary of his
appointment to his post, Mr. Poerio
said construction of the new facility
at the Scotch Hills Country Club will
commence in the spring and will be
completed by September, after which
renovations to the existing building
will begin.

He also expressed hope that work
on the Plainfield Avenue park will be
finished later this year, with the site
available to the public in 2003.

The council approved a resolution
awarding a contract of just under
$7,000 to Independence Construc-
tors of Bridgewater to remove an
underground storage tank on the
Plainfield Avenue site, which is be-
ing turned into a park.

The council also appointed Tho-
mas M. Russo as Alternate Public
Defender in instances where there
may be a conflict of representation
of defendants by the regular Public

Defender.
At the start of its meeting, the

council honored several members of
the township family who are retir-
ing.

Captain Joseph Protasiewicz,
who is leaving the Scotch Plains
Police Department after more than
30 years, was lauded by Police
Chief Thomas O’Brien, Mayor
Marks and other council members,
as well as Township Manager Tho-
mas E. Atkins and Township Attor-
ney Douglas Hansen.

After receiving a plaque from the
Mayor, Captain Protasiewicz called
Scotch Plains “a beautiful town” and
said his tenure in what he termed “an
honored profession” had been “one
heck of a ride.”

Plaques were also presented to
George Tompkin, a member and past
Chairman of the township’s Plan-
ning Board for some 20 years, and
Frank Hogan, who is retiring from
the Department of Public Works af-
ter 28 years.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
WARMING WEATHER…Relaxing on a bench at the Fanwood Train Station, Sue Carl, a Westfield resident, lost herself
in a good magazine and the weather, which was unusually warm on Tuesday.

colleagues are living in a level of
anxiety I never thought I’d feel in
Scotch Plains.”

He recalled a positive exchange
with Board President Dr. Donald E.
Sheldon years ago when he was new
teacher in the district. “(It is) the
spirit of supportiveness that I and my
colleagues want to feel again from
you,” said Mr. Larsen.

Teacher John Patterson stated in-
dividuals come to the board for a
variety of reasons, including having
an “axe to grind” or because their
children want to “avoid a course”;
some, he suggested, “maybe (want
to) make a difference.”

Noting that board members come
and go, Mr. Patterson said, “I and my
fellow teachers have to stay and
implement the things you do.” He
noted Scotch Plains-Fanwood is the
only district in Union County with-
out a new contract.

SPFEA President Ed Leonard ac-
cused the board of “not accepting the
responsibility to provide a safe and
sound environment for staff and stu-
dents.”

He said, “(The association) con-
tinues to do its job in spite of a
lack of contract, lack of respect and
lack of safety.”

Reminding the board that many
association members reside in Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, Mr. Leonard
vowed the association’s vote of “no
confidence” in  Dr. Sheldon would
carry over into the April board/bud-
get election.

“If you cannot clean your own
house, we will do it for you,” said Mr.
Leonard.

Dr. Sheldon replied that the board
had refrained from making negative
remarks in public about the SPFEA
and teachers. “I had hoped that re-
spect would go both ways,” he said.

During the meeting, the board voted
to extend until Thursday, February 21,
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Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

developer felt such a structure repre-
sented a worthwhile investment, that
individual would be willing to pay
these costs.

Joseph DiRienzo, an attorney and
Belvidere Avenue resident, argued
that the redevelopment plan con-
flicted with the borough’s Master
Plan and current zoning ordinance in
multiple areas, such as preservation
of existing trees, which he said had
been ignored in the new plan.

Mr. Hess refuted that assertion,
saying a board review of the plan for
the block “showed that it would not
go askew” of existing documents
that set forth guidelines for local
development.

Officials countered the redevelop-
ment plan is actually stricter than the
zoning ordinance regarding replace-
ment of trees, mandating that 100
percent of those that are removed
must be replaced, whereas the zon-
ing ordinance states that 80 percent
must be replaced.

In addition, although trees that are
removed from the block targeted for
redevelopment may be replaced by
smaller trees, these trees must be
replaced again if they die within two
years.

Nevertheless, board members rec-
ommended the redevelopment plan
be amended to cover any elements
from the zoning ordinance regarding
trees that had not already been ad-
dressed in the plan for the downtown
block.

Mr. DiRienzo also maintained the
redevelopment plan did not ad-
equately address parking needs for
stores that front onto South Avenue
and wondered whether new busi-
nesses setting up shop would have
sufficient parking available to meet

their needs.
Councilman Whitaker said that,

under the plan, the South Avenue
stores would be provided with rear
parking. In addition, he revealed, a
center courtyard will offer shared
parking for merchants, residents and
shoppers. Mr. Whitaker also noted
that parking availability would be a
“limiting factor” in how the block is
ultimately developed.

In response to a question from
Kathy Spagnuolo, a property owner
on the block, the owner of any prop-
erty condemned by the borough
through the right of eminent domain
would no longer be liable for the
mortgage or taxes on the site.

“It would be no different than if
you sold your house,” Mr. Hess ex-
plained, adding the borough would
satisfy the mortgage. The mortgage
would be paid off through funds ac-
quired from the developer, Mr.
Whitaker confirmed.

Harry McNally of Second Street
expressed his belief that the redevel-
opment plan had progressed too
swiftly, without sufficient consider-
ation having been given to all the
possible long-term consequences.
“We raise questions and I don’t think
we have all the answers,” he re-
marked.

Responding to additional concerns
over such issues as storm water, traf-
fic flow and impervious coverage,
Borough Engineer Richard Marsden
noted officials would first have to
decide which developer’s proposal
was best for the area, with more
specific aspects of the project to be
addressed later on.

Mr. Hess commented near the con-
clusion of the meeting that he found
the public’s participation to be “tre-
mendously helpful,” even if some
people did not agree with the plan,
because it opened up a dialogue re-
garding issues related to the future of
a key parcel of land in the downtown.
“When you have uniformity, you don’t
always have the best plan,” he said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Planning Bd Okays
Plan for Downtown Block
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the suspensions of two Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School students who
are accused of taking part in the al-
leged sexual assault on an eighth-grade
Park Middle School student early this
month.

Mr. DelSordi reported the district
will pilot a video camera/buzzer se-
curity system at Brunner and McGinn
Elementary Schools, and assign cor-
ridor monitors to other schools in an
effort to assess what kinds of secu-
rity measures work best for the
schools.

His office is also preparing a sur-
vey for building principals to com-
plete in an effort to evaluate secu-
rity at individual facilities. Ques-
tions will address when doors are
locked, when teachers are in the
building, what kind of security is in
place when events are taking place,
etc.

There was discussion during the
meeting about the proposed calen-
dar for the 2002-2003 school year.

In an effort to give contractors as
much time as possible to finish work
on the schools, the administration is
proposing that school open Monday,
September 9 — a full week after
Labor Day. Wednesday, September
4, through Friday, September 6,
would be used for staff development
days. The proposed calendar calls
for school to end Tuesday, June 24,
2003.

The board did not vote on the
proposed calendar as there were
many comments from the floor to
consider.

Third-grade teacher Pat Casey rec-
ommended the board consider split-
ting the five days of parent-teacher
conferences in November into two
parts with the weekend of Novem-
ber 16-17 in between. This would
give teachers a weekend for prepa-
ration that they do not ordinarily

Proposed Curriculum, Instruction
Budget Shows $32,000 Increase

have.
Evelyn Dougherty, a third grade

teacher, questioned starting school
with a full-day rather than the tradi-
tional single-session day. “That’s
tough for first graders,” she said.

Teacher Betty Gasiorowski ex-
pressed concern about the additional
childcare that parents would need if
school were to start the week after
Labor Day. Fellow teacher Jacinta
Kay asked if some provision could
be made to send children home early
if the heat and humidity in the schools
became unhealthy.

Having had an opportunity to re-
view various drafts of the 2002-2003
calendar which had been shared with
the district’s Parent Teacher Asso-
ciation Council, parent Jill Markovits
criticized the proposal to end school
“late” on June 24, saying “The last
two days, there is not a lot of educa-
tion going on.”

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, Ms. Kay asked if
the tapes of board meetings are aired
on TV 34 intact or edited. She indi-
cated the public comment portion of
a fall 2001 board meeting had been
edited from the tape when it aired on
television.

According to Mr. DelSordi, it is
possible that short portions of a meet-
ing might be deleted when there is a
tape change. He also said there are
usually two tapes that air on the
cable channel: one is the “Instruc-
tional Update” portion of a board
meeting; the other covers the re-
mainder of the meeting.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Carol Choye added, “We are very
sensitive to never editing,” and said
the student cameraman usually sig-
nals to board members when a tape
will be changed so that discussion
can pause while the changeover takes
place.
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Westfield Chamber Breakfast Meeting
Serves Up Discussion of Parking Plan

By AMY HOROWITZ
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- The Mayor’s Park-
ing Advisory Committee presented
its proposed parking plan for
Westfield on Tuesday, January 29, at
the quarterly meeting of the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce.

Approximately 40 individuals, in-
cluding residents, business owners,
realtors, architects and engineers, at-
tended the breakfast meeting, which
as held at the Westfield Y. Mayor
Gregory McDermott, Charles
Weidman and Michael Zemsky made
presentations.

Westfield area residents and vol-
unteers have been working as a com-
mittee since May 2001 on parking
solutions for Westfield. Mr.
Weidman, served as Chairman. He is
also the Mayor’s designee to the
Planning Board. Mr. Zemsky served
on the committee and is a Westfield
architect.

The committee recommended that
Westfield build three parking struc-
tures to accommodate the needs of
shoppers, downtown employees, resi-
dents and commuters. The
committee’s plan calls for parking
decks at the south side train station,
at lots 1 and 8 (Trader Joe’s) and at
the parking area behind the Rialto
Theatre.

Mayor McDermott began the pre-
sentation by commending the com-
mittee. He said that they analyzed
virtually every location in downtown.
They reviewed commuter parking
supply and demand, and traffic pat-
terns. He said that the Town Council
is currently in support of two of the
three parking sites (south side train
station and lots 1 and 8).

In an interview with The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, Mayor
McDermott said that the next steps
“would be to go for an RFQ (Request
for Qualification), which would take
the current report developed by the
Parking Committee and turn it over
to a professional consultant, who
would continue the plan through the
actual redevelopment.”

The Mayor indicated that, in terms
of costs for the decks and operation,
the goal is not to increase taxes but to
offset costs through tax abatements
and public/private funding combina-
tions.

He stated that adding retail and
residential units with the proposed
parking decks would offset costs.
Further, through tax abatements, the
project would be funded through
“self-sufficient” debt.

Additionally, increased parking
fees and permit rates have already
been implemented to further fund
the potential parking deck projects.

Taking over the presentation, Mr.
Weidman stated that the original com-
mittee consisted of 15 members. A
dozen more were added, as the fact-
finding mission became extensive.
In the first phase, the committee
revalidated existing reports and re-
counted every parking space (mu-
nicipal and private) in downtown.

He said that a model was created to
measure commuter parking supply
and demand. A parking shortfall of
450-500 spaces was determined.
Currently, 1,000 commuters are on a
four-year waiting list.

Mr. Weidman said that the Parking
Committee’s plan for a deck at the
south side train station would bring
down that wait down to one year.

He further stated that analyses were
done on the north side as well, taking
into account business square footage
and supply and demand of available
parking spaces. A shortfall of 350-
450 spaces was discovered.

Mr. Weidman added that the sec-
ond phase of work included analyz-
ing traffic patterns. It was observed
that during peak times (12:30 to 2
p.m. on Tuesday and Thursday and
early evening weekdays) municipal
and street parking spaces were uti-
lized on average 90 to 100 percent. It
was stated that professional studies
show that a utilization rate of 85
percent at peak times represents a
shortfall.

Mr. Weidman asked his audience,
“Is this what a robust downtown
needs?”

He stressed that for people, “park-
ing location is key, as human nature
is cheap and lazy,” citing that “suc-
cessful parking is facilitated where

people will use it.” He also explained
that a large structure only on the
south side of town would benefit
commuters. It would not be an ideal
solution for those shopping and work-
ing on the north side and vice-versa.
In an effort to be sensitive to the
neighborhood needs, the Parking
Committee agreed
to spread out to the
originally pro-
posed three loca-
tions.

Mr. Weidman
took the concept of
“ne ighborhood
needs” one step
further by asking,
“Do you embrace
a neighborhood
with parking struc-
tures only? Why
not add structures
that are beneficial
to consumers? The
fabric of the south
side of town could
more resemble the
north side.”

He added that
the committee pro-
posed putting a
residential façade
on the parking
deck on Prospect
and Elm Streets
(Trader Joe’s lot). Strategically de-
signed, this would reinforce the resi-
dential feel of that area and reduce
vehicular traffic off Prospect Street.

Mr. Zemsky then took the podium
and displayed an aerial photograph
of Westfield, showing the locations
of the three proposed parking decks.
He illustrated how the needs of busi-
ness and residents would benefit from
this spread out parking plan. He indi-
cated that this would minimize traf-
fic, add more business and residences,
and improve the quality of life over-
all.

Using computer imagery, Mr.
Zemsky showed the proposed three-
story deck on the south side. The
goal is to “make the parking deck
invisible, with a well detailed façade
that is completely screened by retail
and residential structures. The first
floor would be ground level and the
remaining two elevated, with long
term employee parking designated
on the top floor, minimizing inter-
rupted work to feed meters and to
allow for customer parking on the
lower levels.”

The plan for lots 1 and 8 (Trader
Joe’s) was digitally enhanced to show
a three-story residential component
and 10,000 square feet of retail space.
It indicated that the parking structure
was obscured from view. In this plan,
the parking lot for Trader Joe’s would
be relocated to the front of the store.
The current ingress and egress would
be removed to reduce traffic off of
Prospect Street. A central area for
service and loading would be estab-
lished to minimize truck traffic in the
neighborhood. Long-term parking
accommodations would be made for
employees on the upper level.

Although the Town Council dis-
missed the third proposed parking
deck behind the Rialto Theatre, the
plan was nevertheless presented. This
proposal called for a two-story deck.

Mr. Weidman returned to the po-
dium and discussed the budgetary
components of the proposed plans.

“Very few parking facilities actu-
ally make money, given the prices
we want our residents, employees
and commuters to pay. The town’s
economic nut would be the cost to
acquire the necessary property,
whereas the developer would pay to
build it,” he explained.

“All the town will own is the prop-
erty under the facility. The source of
revenue flow for this project will
come from the proposed develop-
ment of new retail and residential
facilities,” Mr. Weidman stated. “The
taxes can be structured so that the
cost of the proposed parking decks is
paid down directly.”

He said that existing municipal
parking rates have already been in-
creased, generating $500,000 annu-
ally to facilitate future parking struc-
tures. The Parking Committee also
proposes to further increase munici-
pal parking and commuter permit
rates.

Specifically, commuters now pay-

ing $30 to $45 per month may find
their monthly cost go up to $60, the
same as in Summit. Mr. Weidman
added that the townspeople need a
“refresher course in supply and de-
mand.”

The final budgetary comment made
in the presentation by Mr. Weidman

was that the town
could take ad-
vantage of low,
long-term fi-
nancing rates.

At the conclu-
sion of the pre-
sentation, mem-
bers of the audi-
ence were invited
to express their
opinions.

Former Mayor,
Bud Boothe re-
called how, when
he was elected
approximately 10
years ago, the dis-
cussion then was
that a parking
proposal could
take advantage of
low interest rates.
He commended
the Mayor’s Park-
ing Committee
on their “exten-
sive research and

efforts.”
He was, however, “dubious over

mixing retail and residential spaces
with the parking deck, wondering if
it would exacerbate the problem by
adding more retail space. “Wouldn’t
you then need more parking?” he
asked.

Jubb Corbett of Legg Mason Wood
Walker, Inc. in Westfield wanted “to
know the numbers” and “the net dif-
ference.” He also concurred with Mr.
Boothe.

Mr. Boothe then urged that the
decks be constructed in a way that
the retail and residential spaces could
be converted, down the road, if park-
ing shortfall were to resurrect in the
future. He also noted that “parking

doesn’t pay it’s own way” and still
thinks the taxpayers should pay their
share to fund the parking decks.

Jesse Sayegh, owner of the Rialto
Theatre, expressed his concern over
the impact of disrupting existing park-
ing to build the new parking struc-
tures, and its subsequent effect on
local business. He cited the recent
repaving experience of the lot be-
hind the theater.

The lot was closed for four days in
November. It was the weekend that
Harry Potter was released. He
claimed that he took a 40 to 45
percent hit in business. He worries
about displaced customers not re-
turning.

Mr. Weidman rebutted, “There
will, of course, be some sort of dis-
ruption. The town will need to
thoughtfully create alternative park-
ing areas.”

Before the meeting, Mayor
McDermott told The Times that he
could not verify at this time just how
long the redevelopment would take,
but mentioned that “off-site loca-
tions might need to be utilized, like
the Westfield Memorial Pool park-
ing lot, for example, and then maybe
bus people in.”

Vince Bruns, owner of Westfield
Seafood on South Avenue, has a spe-
cific problem with the proposed plan.
In order for the developers to build the
parking deck, “a number of local busi-
nesses would be taken out.” His busi-
ness would be one of them. He moved
his 12-year East Broad Street business
to South Avenue. It now has easy ac-
cess and 12 customer parking spaces.

Having invested quite a sum of
money on renovations, he claimed,
“I can’t afford to wait a year and
hope my customers will return.”

On the flipside, Beverly Caldora, a
member of the Board of Directors of
the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion, a south side business owner,
and a Westfield resident for 34 years,
thinks the proposed parking plan is a
good one.

She stated, “Westfield is a very hot
property now.”

Man Poses as State Worker
In Burglary of Residence
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- A man posing
as a utility worker gained access to
a Westfield residence last week,
distracting the homeowner while
an accomplice ransacked rooms in
another part of the house.

Lieutenant John Parizeau of the
Westfield Police Department said
the owner of the Westfield Avenue
home answered her door at 12:47
p.m. on January 24 to a man who
said he was from the state and was
there to check the water pressure.

The suspect, described as a white
male in his 30s with a slim build,
dark hair and wearing a brown
leather coat, showed an identifica-
tion card bearing the words “State
Employee” and some numbers, but
no photograph. Legitimate utility
workers have company-issued
identification badges with pictures,
the lieutenant said.

Lieutenant Parizeau said the sus-
pect had the woman bring him to
the basement, where he then had
her turn on a sink and washing
machine. While she was occupied,
a second man entered the home
and ransacked a bedroom and of-
fice area, the lieutenant stated.

The suspects apparently used
two-way radios to communicate,
he noted. He added the man dis-
tracting the homeowner pretended
to be talking to a supervisor at
another location, but was actually
speaking with his partner in an-
other part of the house.

The suspects only stayed in the

house for a few minutes before
leaving, the Lieutenant said. While
authorities initially believed they
had taken some jewelry, it was
later determined that they had left
empty-handed.

The men were observed exiting
the home by a friend of the home-
owner who arrived at the scene.
They were last seen traveling down
Westfield Avenue on foot toward
Dorian Road.

The second suspect was also
described as a white male in his
30s, wearing a beige trench coat
and a brown hat.

The homeowner was not harmed
and realized the burglary occurred
almost immediately, Lieutenant
Parizeau said. He said that while
no similar cases have been re-
ported in Westfield since the start
of the new year, “we’ve had simi-
lar incidents over the years” in
which one person will distract the
homeowner while the other
searches the house for valuables.

The lieutenant advised residents
that if they do not feel comfortable
admitting an unannounced person
into their home, they should not
let that individual inside. If the
person persists or seems suspi-
cious, homeowners are advised to
call the police.

Residents are advised to contact
police if they observe the sus-
pects. Anyone with information
about last week’s incident is asked
to call (908) 789-4010 and ask for
Detective Sergeant John Rowe of
the Westfield Police Department.

Lafayette College
Tells Dean’s List

AREA – Lafayette College in
Easton, Pa. has announced the names
of pupils from Westfield, Scotch
Plains and Fanwood to be placed on
the Dean’s List for the fall 2001
semester.

These students include:
Westfielders Courtney Reis Nemec
(Class of 2002) and Miriam Helen
Habeeb (Class of 2004); Scotch
Plains residents Michael Samuel
Milberger (Class of 2002) and Nadine
Ann Kwiatkowski (Class of 2003);
and Fanwood resident Matthew Jo-
seph Metzger (Class of 2005).

Brent Bramnick Earns
Dean’s List Recognition

WESTFIELD – Brent Bramnick,
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Jon Bramnick
of Westfield, has been placed on the
Dean’s List for the first semester
2001-2002 at Bucknell University in
Lewisburg, Pa., according to Interim
Dean of Students Mark Padilla, Col-
lege of Arts & Sciences.

New Semester to Commence
At Westfield Adult School

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Adult School’s spring semester
will begin on Monday, February
25, with new course offerings.
The spring catalog lists over 90
classes, including 18 offered for
the first time.

Among the courses making
their debut are: Business Eti-
quette Basics, a picture framing
workshop, and “Dining Adven-
tures,” which will feature dinner
at a restaurant in Scotch Plains
and one in Westfield.

The catalog has been mailed to
local libraries and homes in
Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch
Plains,  Fanwood, Cranford,
Garwood and Clark. A printable
registration form and catalog are

also available at
w w w . w e s t f i e l d n j . c o m /
adultschool.

Courses are open to adults,
regardless of residency, and pre-
registration is highly recom-
mended. Students registering by
mail will be contacted only if
their course choice is cancelled
or closed. Students may also reg-
ister in-person on the first
evening of class at the high
school’s office.

The school is in session on Mon-
day evenings at Westfield High
School. A handful of classes will
be taught at off-site locations.
Courses begin throughout the nine-
week semester. Tuition fees vary,
but range from $10 to $151.

                 Amy Horowitz for The Times
OPPOSITION…Owner of the Rialto
Theatre in Westfield, Jesse Sayegh,
expressed his concern over the impact
of disrupting existing parking to build
the new parking structures, and its
subsequent effect on local business.


