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Old Man Winter Brings March Winds
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Westfield’s National Guard Armory Gets
Wired With State-of-Art Equipment

By AMY HOROWITZ
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A Distance Learning Center, lo-
cated in the Westfield National Guard
Armory, is nearing completion and
will be shown by the National Guard
to business people and local officials
in March.

The armory project will provide
extensive Internet services and re-
lated communication capabilities for
use by the public through a shared
use program. The center will be one
of eight such facilities in the state of
New Jersey.

Costing over $500,000 to construct,
this facility will enable the National
Guard to partner with the private
sector in integrating and maintain-
ing state-of-the-art distance learning
and conference centers throughout
the state of New Jersey.

Through fiber optics, independent
of local telephone communication
systems, 300 local learning distance
classrooms are tied to seven hubs
nationwide. Offering video
conferencing, two-way audio and
video capabilities, each center var-
ies in size.

The Westfield Armory location is
comprised of 12 computers tied to
the Internet, an instructor station,
and two-way monitors. There are
two VCRs capable of sending out, as
well as recording, 24 hours of im-
ages.

According to Lieutenant Colonel
De Cara, “under normal conditions,
the military would use the facility
one weekend a month and one or two
weeknights (per week).”

The Military has established a
shared use program where the com-
munication center will be available

for use by public and private groups
for approximately $145 per hour.
Funds generated would be non-profit
and used to maintain the equipment.

For the military, such a communi-
cations facility offers an efficient
way to train reserves on a number of
skills. Instead of requiring reserves
to travel to various sites for learning,
much can be accomplished in a uni-

form manner via this interactive com-
puter system.

“(For example), such a system
comes in very handy for taping depo-
sitions. Video conferences are ac-
ceptable to the Court,” according to
Lieutenant Colonel De Cara.

Another example of using video
conferencing is when a prisoner who
wanted to be interviewed for transfer

from Missouri to New Jersey. The
Missouri prison had a video
conferencing system, and the inter-
view was done on tape. Using this
process cuts down on travel time
immensely.

If a local agency (police, fire, or
health) needs to train, this learning
distance center can offer efficiencies

Fire, Police Officials
To Take to The Court

For Worthwhile Cause
By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The nine families from Westfield
impacted by the terrorist attacks
of September 11 have not been
forgotten in the hearts of
Westfield’s bravest and finest.

Members of the Westfield Po-
lice Department and the Westfield
Fire Department will go head to
head in a basketball game
tomorrow, Friday, March
1, at 7:30 p.m. in the
Westfield High School
gymnasium. The face-off
will benefit those fami-
lies who lost loved ones
in the World Trade Cen-
ter attacks in New York
City.

According to
Firefighter Anthony
Tiller, the idea for the
fundraiser originated
when he was brainstorm-
ing with Fire Chief John
Castellano about raising
monies for the families.

Both Mr. Tiller and
Chief Castellano recalled
a benefit in which firefighters from
Elizabeth raised approximately
$85,000 in three days while stand-
ing on city street corners.

At first, the fire officials thought
they would do the same on North
Avenue and Elm Street, but it was
Chief Castellano who asked, “Why
not hold a basketball game?”

Mr. Tiller stated that the idea
“snowballed,” involving Police
Chief Bernard Tracy, Detective
James McCullough and Detec-
tive Sandra Chambers, who has
extensive experience organizing
fundraisers.

“It was hectic,” admitted Mr.
Tiller. “I’ve never done anything

like this before. But, Sandy has
done fundraisers before and ev-
eryone works very well together.”

Firefighter Tiller added that the
“higher ups” lent their support by
getting the gymnasium as the
venue for the game.”

For the Westfield Fire Depart-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Races for School Board Seats Begin
In Westfield, SP-F, Mountainside

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Board of Education election cam-
paigns are underway as several in-
cumbents and new candidates have
filed petitions to fill the available
seats in Westfield, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and Mountainside.

This year, in Westfield, there are
four candidates vying for three avail-
able seats.

Board President Arlene Gardner
will be running for her third term on
the board. A resident of Westfield for
18 years, Mrs. Gardner has a daugh-
ter in 12th grade and a son in 10th
grade. This year marked Mrs.
Gardner’s first year serving as Presi-
dent, after having served two years
as Vice President.

Mrs. Gardner is Director of the
Center for Civic and Law Related
Education and is a non-practicing
attorney.

Westfield Board of Education can-
didate, William Ziff, a Westfield resi-
dent since 1994 is an Attorney, who

has served on the town’s Planning
Board for the past two years. He has
a son in second grade in Washington
Elementary School.

Mr. Ziff has also served on the
Historic Tree Preservation Commit-
tee and on the Westfield Neighbor-
hood Council since 2000. He is cur-
rently the Vice Chair of the New
Jersey Supreme Court Ethics Com-
mittee for District 12. The candidate
holds a Master’s Degree in Urban
Studies.

Another new candidate, Alice
Hunnicutt, an 18-year resident of
Westfield, has five children, two of
which have graduated and three chil-
dren are still attending Westfield
schools.

Mrs. Hunnicutt is employed by the
State-Wide Parent Advocacy Net-
work (SPAN), which distributes in-
formation to parents on issues re-
lated to education. She has been ac-
tive on the district-wide Parent
Teacher Association (PTA) Council
and has served on several PTA com-

mittees. She is also a consultant for
BOGG, a center of excellence for
persons with disabilities.

The fourth candidate for the
Westfield school board is George
Kattak, who has been a resident for
10 years. He has a daughter in second
grade at Franklin Elementary School
and a son who will attend first grade
in September. Mr. Kattak has been a
CPA for 13 years and is a member of
the Union County Chamber of Com-
merce.

In the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school district, there are also three
seats available, two for Scotch Plains
and one for Fanwood. There are three
candidates in Scotch Plains vying for
the two seats.

Board President Donald Sheldon
has filed a petition for what will be
his fourth term. He has been Board
President for six out of the last nine
years. Prior to becoming President,
Dr. Sheldon served as Vice President
and he has served on most of the

Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Westfield Leader
ENTREPRENEURS...Students from Thom Hornish’s economics class at Westfield High School are learning how to put
together a newspaper, which will include their exclusive stories on Wall Street business. Classmates chose the name
“Business Bytes” for the publication and are being taught how to use Adobe Pagemaker by Michelle H. Le Poidevin, Arts
& Entertainment and Education Editor of The Westfield Leader and The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

Amy Horowitz for The Westfield Leader
WIRED WITH TECHNOLOGY…The National Guard Armory on Rahway Avenue in Westfield has been wired with
upgraded, state-of-the-art equipment. Pictured, above, are: Lieutenant Colonel De Cara, Captain Christenson and
Lieutenant Mercurio.

TEAM CAPTAINS…Westfield Fire Chief
John Castellano, left, and Westfield Police
Chief Bernard Tracy will watch their
firefighters and police officers face off in a
basketball game to benefit the nine fami-
lies impacted by the terrorist attacks of
September 11.

ALL SMILES…Daisy Troop No. 713 from Tamaques Elementary School in
Westfield recently created valentines for the residents at Clark Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center. The treats were delivered to the residents on February
12. Pictured, left to right, are: Ashley Abbott, Angie Petrillo, and Angela Dorry.

Absence of Ward Suit Attorney
Causes War of Words for WTC

By NANCY CROSTA LANDALE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Town Council con-
tinued to wrestle with the Ward Com-
mission suit on Tuesday as it consid-
ered a statement for legal services
submitted by the Ward Commission’s
counsel and learned that settlement
discussions may have commenced
on Westfield’s behalf without the
council’s knowledge or consent.

The Ward Commission suit is an
action pending in New Jersey Supe-
rior Court, challenging the 2001 re-
drawing of Westfield’s ward bound-
aries.

During its regular meeting on Janu-
ary 29, amid much discourse and
controversy, the council passed a
resolution for the town to intervene
in the suit, by a 5-to-4 vote along
party lines.

The resolution directed the town
to retain a separate attorney, Ronald
J. Riccio of McElroy, Deutsch &
Mulvaney of Morristown, at a capped

fee of $17,500.
In discussions prior to its regular

meeting on February 13, Mayor Gre-
gory McDermott advised that Town
Clerk Bernard Heeney had received
a letter from Lum, Danzis, Drasco,
Positan & Kleinberg, counsel for the
Westfield Ward Commission, con-
firming the firm’s retention.

The letter was accompanied by a
resolution appropriating funds to pay
the Lum firm for the Ward
Commission’s legal expenses in the
Commission suit. After reviewing
and discussing the proposed resolu-
tion, Mayor McDermott and council
members decided not to vote on the
resolution and to direct further in-
quiry to the Lum firm.

During the Petitions and Commu-
nications portion of the agenda on
Tuesday, Mr. Heeney advised that he
had received a statement for services
from the Lum firm in the amount of
$9,695.

Mayor McDermott expressed sur-

prise over the presence of the state-
ment and, in an effort to understand
its content, asked whether the state-
ment was itemized to show the na-
ture of services rendered.

Reviewing the statement, Town
Attorney Robert Cockren advised
that the services included answering
the complaint, reviewing and ana-
lyzing case law, reviewing issues
concerning Westfield’s intervention
in the suit, and communications be-
tween the Lum firm and Mr. Riccio
on behalf of the town.

Further reviewing the statement,
Second Ward Councilman Rafael
Betancourt noted entries relating to
settlement discussions. Mr. Heeney
affirmed that a closed session meet-
ing was noticed for this Friday con-
cerning settlement of the suit.

Mayor McDermott responded, “It
concerns me if Mr. Heeney is saying
there is an opportunity for settlement
but the council has not met with our
attorney.”

Councilman Betancourt added,
“We need to meet with Mr. Riccio.
I’m happy a settlement is on the
horizon, but we need to tell the people
of Westfield what’s going on. It makes
no sense that Mr. Riccio hasn’t called
us. We’ve met eight to 10 times since
the resolution (retaining Mr. Riccio)
was passed. If he met with the Ward
Commission attorneys, he certainly
has time to meet with his client. We
need to ensure that our lawyer talks
to us.”

Fourth Ward Councilman
Lawrence Goldman concurred, “I
agree. Mr. Riccio ought to be com-
municating with the town. My hope
is that he would come to our confer-
ence session. We’re all free, how-
ever, to pick up the phone to call
him.”

Councilman Goldman continued,
“I’m rather curious as to why we’re
having this discussion up on the dais.
Never in the six years that I’ve been
on the Town Council has a letter
from a lawyer doing work for the
town been deemed a ‘Petition and
Communication,’ particularly where
there is an issue whether (the Lum
firm) has been retained by the town.”

An emotionally charged exchange
then ensued, with Councilman
Betancourt stating, “I haven’t picked
up the phone to call him because I

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Wiring National
Guard Armory

in time management.
Anything that can be done in a face-to-

face environment can be achieved through
this system. For local businesses, this
system offers a “big business advantage
without the big business dollar commit-
ment.” according to Lieutenant Colonel
De Cara.

The shared use program will be offered
to local residents and business owners in
the near future. It is designed to establish
community linkages that support social,
government, academic and industry needs.
Shared usage will assist in covering the
costs of initiating and sustaining a com-
munity based distance learning program.

The National Guard is in the process of
bringing seven satellites on line to extend
the capabilities of the system.

“There has been very little we haven’t
been able to do, and the only limitations
are smell and taste,” said Lieutenant Colo-
nel De Cara. The ultimate goal is to have
a video teleconferencing system in every
armory in the country.

“The Westfield location is the last fed-
erally funded operation, based on current
funding levels,” stated Lieutenant Colo-
nel De Cara, who has overseen this project
from its inception eight months ago. When
Congress first pushed to expand Internet
technology down to the local level, the
National Guard became the only federal
agency capable of such a task.

The Westfield Armory not only houses
our National Guard, the oldest military
force in the nation, but it is used by the
public for a host of activities. The facility
contains a large, open arena that was
previously used as an indoor polo rink by
the cavalry. It now serves as a field for
local soccer and hockey games.

Built in the 1800s, the since re-mod-
eled armory, offers classroom space to
Westfield High School, addressing the
current classroom over crowding situa-
tion. One of New Jersey’s Counter Drug
Programs, a branch of the Drug Enforce-
ment Agency, has offices in the armory.

The Armory is the official landing site
of helicopters, and it contains weapons
and signal equipment.

Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

Advertising supplied by SAS

Westfield / Mountainside Chapter
��������	
����


��������������������������

���������������
� ��

Tax Deductible  •  Free Towing
Any Make / Any Model  •  Cars Trucks  & Vans

* Some restrictions apply.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18
• A North Brunswick resident re-

ported that the driver’s side of her leased
motor vehicle was struck with eggs while
on North Chestnut Street.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19
• Luis Macaluso, 25, of Westfield

was arrested and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana and an outstanding warrant
out of Belmar, after being stopped in his
motor vehicle in the 400 block of North
Avenue, West.

Macaluso was released on his own
recognizance on the Westfield charge
and posted $565 for the Belmar warrant.

• A shoplifting incident was reported
at a cosmetics store on Central Avenue, in
which a man entered through a rear door
and took four large and two small bottles
of Giorgio cologne, with a total value of
$300. He then fled the premises through
the same door in which he entered.

The suspect was described as a black
male, in his late 30s to early 40s, stand-
ing six feet tall and weighing 225 pounds.

• A Central Avenue resident reported
an incident of identity theft in which two
VISA cards were unlawfully taken out in
his name and used to purchase $1,106
worth of merchandise.

• Miguel Ronquillo, 36, of
Woodbridge was arrested and charged
with supplying a false driver’s license to
police during a motor vehicle stop in the
700 block of Lawrence Avenue. Bail
was set at $250.

• Police received a report that 15
plastic garbage bags containing asphalt
shingles, were illegally dumped at
Fairview Cemetery on East Broad Street.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22
• A Seneca Place resident reported

the theft of his Trek 21-speed mountain
bicycle, valued at $280, from the
northside Westfield train station.

• A Scotch Plains resident reported
that someone entered his unlocked mo-
tor vehicle on Hazel Avenue and stole a
cellular telephone.

• Natalie Vasquez and Michael
Brown, both 19 years old and from
Rahway, were arrested on Delaware
Street and charged with possession of
suspected cocaine, possession with in-
tent to distribute, possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana, pos-
session with intent to distribute, and
possession of drug paraphernalia.

Eugene Kolb, 20, of Lafayette, La.,
who came out of a nearby house and
allegedly interjected himself into au-
thorities’ handling of the incident in-
volving Vasquez and Brown, was charged
with resisting arrest, obstruction of the
administration of law and disorderly
conduct, police said.

Vasquez and Kolb were each released
on a summons, while Brown was being
held pending posting of bail.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24
• Thomas Boylan, 3rd, 21, of Scotch

Plains and Jason Semple, 22, of Fanwood
were arrested on West Broad Street and each
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana. They were
both released on their own recognizance.

• Cash and a strong box were re-
ported stolen from an East Broad Street
restaurant.

• Rusiko Iluridze, 47, of Roselle Park
was arrested and charged with attempt-
ing to shoplift $462 worth of clothing
and costume jewelry from a North Av-
enue store. She was released on her own
recognizance.

Teen Pleads Guilty to Alleged
Assault and Agrees to Testify

SCOTCH PLAINS -- A 16-year-
old Scotch Plains teenager stood in
adult court on Tuesday, February
26, and said he was part of the group
of students who sexually assaulted
a 13-year-old girl in a dry creek bed
near Park Avenue after school on
January 2.

Faced with a motion to transfer
his case from juvenile court where
the penalties are far less severe,
Manuel Batista voluntarily agreed
to plead guilty as an adult and pled
guilty to first degree aggravated
sexual assault with an agreement
that will require him to give com-
plete and truthful testimony against
his four juvenile codefendants in
any subsequent court proceedings,
said Union County Prosecutor Tho-
mas V. Manahan.

“Today we begin to fulfill our
vow for a swift and certain prosecu-
tion in a violent crime case that
victimized an entire community,”
said Mr. Manahan, who personally
met with the victim and her parents
prior to the plea and had members
of the Juvenile Justice Unit and the
Victim Witness Advocacy Unit,
keeping the family informed with
the progress of the case.

“They are appreciative of the ef-
forts of law enforcement and they
support the sentencing recommen-
dations we are seeking,” he added.

The teenager, who was repre-
sented by Attorney Joseph Spagnoli,
appeared before Superior Court
Judge Rudolph N. Hawkins, Jr. on
Tuesday afternoon. He agreed to
the adult prosecution and to a state
prison term of five years with no
hope of parole until he is at least 20
years of age.

In exchange for his cooperation
against the others, said Assistant
Prosecutor Casey Woodruff, he will
be sentenced as a second-degree
adult offender when he comes be-
fore Superior Court Judge John
Malone in June.

This means he will have to serve
at least 85 percent of his full sen-
tence under New Jersey’s No Early
Release Act law for violent crimes,

and that he will face a review at the
Adult Diagnostic and Treatment
Center in Avenel to determine if he
is a repetitive compulsive sex of-
fender requiring treatment.

In addition, the judge advised
him that he is now subject to the
lifetime registration, testing and
community supervision require-
ments of the Megan’s Law govern-
ing sexual offenses.

Because he named the other ju-
venile codefendants as part of his
admission under oath, the defen-
dant used only the initials of his co-
defendants in open court but said
he gave the investigating authori-
ties a true account of what hap-
pened that afternoon.

Authorities have determined that
the victim was initially approached
inside the school shortly after
classes ended on January 2 and
then members of the group used
force to bring her to a wooded area
adjacent to the school athletic field.

Batista said he participated in the
assault on the victim and also was
witness to the designation of a look-
out as well as the infliction of inju-
ries inflicted upon the girl.

Detailed evidence developed
against the five male high school
students who were arrested three
days after the attack followed an
investigation by Scotch Plains De-
tective Sergeant Brian Mahoney
and Detective Jeffrey Briel.

The three teenagers charged with
kidnapping, because they allegedly
dragged her against her will into
the wooded area where the assaults
took place, remain locked in the
George W. Herlich Detention Cen-
ter in Elizabeth.

No court date has been set for the
transfer proceedings, said Assis-
tant Prosecutor Deborah A. White.

The victim, a Fanwood resident,
was pushed, slapped and punched
by a 17-year-old male who led the
assault and by one of the other
teenagers, authorities said. Medi-
cal examination revealed evidences
of bruises and scratches on her neck,
arms and torso.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
board’s committees.

Dr. Sheldon currently Chairs the Cur-
riculum Committee, serves on the Fi-
nance and Policies Committees and is the
Board’s Liaison to the PTA Council.

A resident of Scotch Plains for 35 years
he has five children, four of whom at-
tended schools in the district. Dr. Sheldon
was a professional educator for 50 years,
as a teacher, guidance counselor and then,
as the district’s Director of Pupil Services
until he retired in 1990.

Incumbent Edward Saradaki is run-
ning for his third term. A resident of
Scotch Plains since 1976, his son is a
junior at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) and his daughter gradu-
ated from SPFHS.

Mr. Saradaki is the Chairman of the
board’s Finance Committee. He has served
on the Facilities and Curriculum Commit-
tees and is a past Chairman of the Griev-
ance Committee. He is also the legislative
liaison for the board and liaison to the
Union County School Board Association.

Mr. Saradaki is a Controller for a pub-
lishing company.

Scotch Plains resident Trip Whitehouse
has also filed a petition for a seat on the
board. He has been a resident of Scotch
Plains for 14 years. Mr. Whitehouse has
three children, a daughter in fifth grade, a
son in third grade and a daughter in
kindergarten. All of his children attend
McGinn Elementary School.

Mr. Whitehouse served on the Town
Council in Winfield Park 1987. He is the
Director of finance at Telcordia Tech-
nologies in Piscataway.

Fanwood resident Susan Dyckman will
be running for the one Fanwood seat,
unopposed. Mrs. Dyckman has been a
resident of Fanwood for 16 years and she
has three children in the school district.

Mrs. Dyckman has covered the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education as a
Freelance Writer with The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood for the past three years
and has served as the President of the
Coles Elementary School PTA this past
year. She has also served on several of the
school board’s committees over the past
several years.

In Mountainside, Incumbent Peter
Goggi has submitted a petition for his
second term. Mr. Goggi has been a resi-

Races for School Boards
Begin in Local Districts

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Basketball Game

Hallway Monitors,
Cameras Upgrade

School Security
By DEBORAH MADISON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood School District has been
reviewing and implementing improve-
ments in school security over the past
several months in response to recent events
in the news.

The tragedy in Columbine, Colo. and
more recently, the terrorist attacks of Sep-
tember 11, as well as the alleged assault of
a Park Middle School student have height-
ened the district’s awareness about the
need to provide a safer environment in the
schools.

According to the District’s Safety Chair-
person, Heidi Sweeney, the Board of Edu-
cation and the Parent Teacher Associa-
tions (PTA) of each school have been
engaging in discussions and a thorough
evaluation of all of the district’s facilities
in order to assess each school’s individual
security and safety needs.

Parents and teachers have also been
offering their suggestions at Board of Edu-
cation meetings, contributing to the pro-
cess of improving the security systems.

As a part of this process, the district’s
PTA Council has distributed a survey, to
all parents, asking them to indicate their
school security and safety concerns for
each school attended by their children.

The surveys included questions regard-
ing the security of the facilities, including
the hallways, parking lots, bathrooms and
all other areas of the buildings and grounds.

According to Ms. Sweeney, the ques-
tionnaires also permit parents to address
any other safety issues, which may be of
concern to them, such as the social atmo-
sphere of the schools and how it affects the
psychological well-being of students.

“We are examining all areas relating to
school safety, including the emotional and
social well-being of the students in the
school environment,” Ms. Sweeney re-
marked.

The surveys include questions that re-
late to disruptive students and conflict
resolution, because, Ms. Sweeney said, “It
is also important to create a positive and
healthy learning environment in the
schools.”

The surveys were sent home with each
student in January and the deadline for
returning the surveys was February 15,
although, some surveys that are coming in
late are still being included in the final
tabulations.

Ms. Sweeney also reported that the
number of surveys that were returned from
parents in each school was very variable,
with some elementary schools only hav-
ing received as few as 10 surveys, while
other schools had a return of over 200
surveys.

The PTA is still hoping that more par-
ents will fill out the surveys and return
them before the process of tabulation and
summarizing begins, sometime in the next
few weeks.

Each school’s PTA President, Safety
Coordinator, and Principal will partici-
pate in evaluating the surveys and sum-
marizing the results for each school.

“We hope to have all of the results
tabulated and summarized into individual
reports for each school by the end of next
month,” Ms. Sweeney said. The PTA
will then compile all of the results to-
gether and present one report to the
Board of Education.

Additionally, the results for each
school will be published in the PTA’s
newsletters for parents to review.

The PTA also has plans to distribute a
survey to both the high school parents
and the students in order to garner their
opinions and experiences regarding se-
curity and safety of the high school.
Those results will be evaluated in a

separate report, Ms. Sweeney said.
In addition to the surveys, letters went

home with each student informing par-
ents of security changes recently imple-
mented in each building. Camera and
buzzer systems have been installed in
both McGinn and Brunner Elementary
Schools as a pilot program, reported
Assistant Superintendent Anthony Del
Sordi.

After an initial assessment period,
these security measures will be evalu-
ated and if successful, the district has
plans to install the security system in all
the elementary and middle schools.

Three hallway monitors have been
hired to greet visitors in Evergreen El-
ementary, School One Elementary and
J. Ackerman Coles Elementary Schools.
The monitors request that all visitors
sign in and obtain visitor badges when
they enter the building.

All parents have been requested to not
escort their children to their classrooms
so as to reduce the numbers of visitors in
the building.

Letters, which were sent home to par-
ents, stated that teachers and other sup-
port staff would be on hand to assist
young children to their classrooms. Ad-
ditionally, all school doors will be kept
locked except for the front doors, where
the hallway monitors are stationed.

However, there are several exceptions
where side doors will be unlocked for
access from the parking lot by school
faculty.

Once school is dismissed, all doors
will be locked at 3:30 p.m., with a few
exceptions to accommodate after-school
programs. Each school has issued indi-
vidual dismissal procedures, including
which door to use for after school pro-
grams.

The hall monitors will be used on a
flexible basis, wherever needed, depend-
ing on different events in the schools,
said the District’s Public Relations Co-
ordinator, Kathleen Meyers. The moni-
tors, hired on a part-time, hourly basis,
were approved at the last regular public
meeting of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education on January 24.

Mr. Del Sordi stated that money for
several part-time positions is already
included in the school’s yearly budget.
However, if camera and buzzer systems
are installed in all of the schools, then
the hall monitor positions may be elimi-
nated, he added.

Monitors have also been patrolling
the hallways at Park and Terrill Middle
Schools. Park School Principal, Rocco
Collucci reported that the security guard
hired to safeguard the side entrance until
3 p.m. has been extended until 4 p.m.
and students have been instructed that
they are not permitted to re-enter the
building after leaving at the end of the
day, unless for a scheduled and super-
vised event.

Visitors, including parents, are also
requested to sign in and wear visitor
passes at the middle schools.

The security systems used by other
districts and offered by security compa-
nies were reviewed before these proce-
dures were carefully chosen and imple-
mented, Mr. Del Sordi commented. Once
renovations are completed, all of the
schools will also be equipped with new
intercom systems, which will enable
teachers to call 9-1-1 directly from their
classrooms, Mr. Del Sordi said.

“We are aware that there are many
different opinions as to what level of
security is necessary to safeguard our
schools,” Mr. Del Sordi remarked. “Our
response, we believe is adequate, but not
overly aggressive. It will be re-evaluated
on a frequent basis as the process evolves.”

dent for 12 years. His son is a second
grader at Deerfield School, and he has a 1-
year-old daughter.

Mr. Goggi is Director of Supply Man-
agement for Unilever Best Foods and on
the Board of Trustees for Sage, a United
Way organization. Prior to serving on the
board, he served on the board’s Facilities
Subcommittee.

Also an incumbent, John Standish
Perrin is running for his second term on
the board. He was appointed to the board
in 1998 for one year and then served his
first term from 1999 until the present.

Mr. Perrin has been a resident of
Mountainside for 25 years and has three
daughters who attend Deerfield School. He
has served on numerous committees and
currently serves as Chairman of the Facili-
ties and Long Range Planning Committees.

The candidate is employed as a profes-
sional architect.

As the election date of Tuesday, April
16, approaches, The Westfield Leader and
The Times will publish feature articles on
each candidate with their views on the
issues related to each district.

According to state law, the candidates
had to submit their petitions by February
25. Each three-year term begins the end of
April, after each district’s reorganization
meeting.

haven’t felt I’m part of this scenario. It’s
preposterous to think I’d pick up the phone
to call Mr. Riccio. I don’t know who he is.
I’ve never met him. This is my phone call
to him tonight; he’d better call.”

He continued, “This is embarrassing.
We don’t know what’s going on. The
people of Westfield deserve to hear from
him.”

First Ward Councilman Peter Echausse
added, “I take exception to Mr. Goldman’s
comments about calling Mr. Riccio. I’m
offended by that comment. You expect me
to call him? It’s preposterous that he hasn’t
called the Town Attorney, Town Adminis-
trator or even the Mayor.”

Councilman Goldman replied, “I, too,
could have picked up the phone and
haven’t. We’re all busy. The bottom line is
that the matter of settlement is primarily
between the plaintiffs and the defendant.
The town’s participation was limited to
intervening as a matter of public interest.”

Concluding the colloquy, Mayor
McDermott directed Town Administrator
James Gildea to obtain information on the
issues as soon as possible and make at-
tempts to have Mr. Riccio attend the
council’s conference session next Tues-
day.

During open discussion by citizens,
resident Victor Trzesniowski charged that
the Ward Commission lawsuit continues
to be a “political issue, where it appears
that Mr. Riccio is doing the bidding for
Mr. Jardim and the Democratic Commit-
tee because the Democratic Committee
doesn’t want to spend its money and
therefore is spending taxpayers’ money.”

Mr. Trzesniowski further remarked, “It
is appalling that Mr. Riccio hasn’t met his
client. All four attorneys sitting on the dais
know this is borderline unethical conduct.
There also is a question of violation of the
sunshine law if a majority of the council
has been involved in directing Mr. Riccio
to settle the suit using taxpayer money.”

Responding, First Ward Councilman
Carl Salisbury stated, “Your comments
contain so many unfounded assumptions
that I don’t know where to begin. I don’t
know the basis of your assumption that
someone is doing someone’s bidding.
The nature of the settlement discussions is
not clear.”

He added, “I agree that we should have
already spoken with Mr. Riccio. We need
to get the facts from Mr. Riccio on Tues-
day.”

In other business, an ordinance was
approved regulating smoking at the Me-
morial Pool complex. The ordinance in-
cludes fines ranging from $50 to $100 for
a first violation, up to $250 to $500 for
three or more violations.

In addition, a resolution was approved
appointing Scotch Plains Municipal Pros-
ecutor Michael B. Blacker as an alterna-
tive municipal prosecutor in the event of a
conflict or absence of Westfield’s ap-
pointed municipal prosecutor, Brenda
Coppola Cuba.

At the outset of the meeting, Mayor
McDermott recognized the Westfield
Volunteer Rescue Squad for fielding “tens
of thousands of calls” during 2001, as
well as its response to the September 11
tragedy, saying, “Thank you on behalf of
the town council and residents for your
selfless dedication and concern for the
well-being of the Westfield residents.”

During the invocation, Councilman
Betancourt requested a moment of si-
lence for Westfield resident Michael
Patrick Carter, who died in an automobile
accident on February 13.

Mr. Carter, who was 19, was a college
sophomore and had recently worked with
the Red Cross in Manhattan, distributing
checks to families of victims of the World
Trade Center tragedy.

Councilman Betancourt remarked, “It
is only fitting that we pause to reflect on
his loss.”
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Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader

MEMORIAL ENVISIONED...Members of the September 11 Memorial Committee of Westfield examine the location of the proposed memorial on North Avenue
at the intersection with East Broad Street, across from the Methodist Church and near the World War I Memorial. An architect’s sketch of the proposed memorial
by Mark Fischbach is displayed to the right of the photo. Pictured in the photo, left to right are: Sherry Cronin, Executive Director of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation; Jane Sentivan, President of the Westfield Rotary; Mark Fischbach, architect; Janis Fried Weinstein, former Councilwoman and Committee
Chairwoman and Andrea McDermott, wife of Westfield Mayor Gregory McDermott.

ment, the team will include Firefighters
Tiller, Michael Skubish, John Peterson,
Christopher Love, Matthew Perreira,
Timothy Brennan, Daniel Maglione, Vol-
unteer Firefighters Kevin McCormack,
Brandon Lopresti, Michael Sawicki, Cap-
tains James Pfeiffer, Jr. and Michael
Brennan, and Deputy Chief Raymond
Luck.

Playing for the Westfield Fire Depart-
ment, including their nicknames, will be
Detective Chambers — “Cookie,” Chief
Tracy – “Breeze,” Detective Kevin
O’Keefe – “Skills,” Detective Ronald
Allen – “The Bottom Line,” Detective
Gregory Kasko – “H. Munster,” Detec-
tive Preston Freeman – “Mustang,” and
Detective Barron Chambliss – “Big
Daddy.”

They will be joined by Detective
McCullough – “Mugsy,” Detective Jason
Carter – “Igor,” Frank Padovano –
“Rocky,” Dispatcher Jeff Johnson – “Slim
Shady,” Patrol Officers Gregory Hobson
– “Roker,” and Robert Riley – “The
Prince,” as well as Chief Tracy’s Secre-
tary Robin Marko – “The Boss,” and
Detective Bureau Secretary Debbie
DiFabio – “The Wig.”

Detective Sergeant John Rowe – “Skid”
and Detective Eric Lieberman – “Pick”
may also be throwing their hats in the ring
Friday night.

As of press time, approximately 1,200
tickets for the game were printed up, with
all of the tickets being sold out at the
firehouse.

“Citizens in town were very receptive.
Some said, ‘I’ll buy five to ten tickets, or
they’ll write out a check and donate
money,’” stated the firefighter.

According to Detective Chambers,
Detective McCullough conversed with
members of the nine families and found
them to be agreeable to the fundraiser.

“They are very appreciative of every-
thing that everyone has done for them,
not just the fire and police departments,
but the whole town, the United Fund, the
American Red Cross, everybody,” stated
Detective McCullough.

In addition to the game, refreshments,
a 50/50 raffle and games at half-time will
be available.

For more information, please contact
Mr. Tiller at (908) 789-4136 or Detective
Chambers at (908) 232-1000.

*  *  *  *  *
Lauren S. Pass contributed to this story.




