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Hallway Monitors, Cameras
Upgrade School Security

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
School District has been reviewing
and implementing improvements in
school security over the past several
months in response to recent events
in the news.

The tragedy in Columbine, Colo.
and more recently, the terrorist at-
tacks of September 11, as well as the
alleged assault of a Park Middle
School student, have heightened the
district’s awareness about the need
to provide a safer environment in the
schools.

According to the district’s Safety
Chairperson, Heidi Sweeney, the
Board of Education and the Parent
Teacher Associations (PTA) of each
school have been engaging in dis-
cussions and a thorough evaluation
of all of the district’s facilities in

order to assess each school’s indi-
vidual security and safety needs.

Parents and teachers have also been
offering their suggestions at Board
of Education meetings, contributing
to the process of improving the secu-

rity systems.
As a part of this process, the

district’s PTA Council has distrib-
uted a survey, to all parents, asking
them to indicate their school security
and safety concerns for each school
attended by their children.

The surveys included questions
regarding the security of the facili-
ties, including the hallways, parking
lots, bathrooms and all other areas of
the buildings and grounds.

According to Ms. Sweeney, the
questionnaires also permit parents to
address any other safety issues, which
may be of concern to them, such as
the social atmosphere of the schools
and how it affects the psychological
well-being of students.

“We are examining all areas relat-
ing to school safety, including the
emotional and social well-being of
the students in the school environ-
ment,” Ms. Sweeney remarked.

The surveys include questions that
relate to disruptive students and con-
flict resolution, because, Ms.
Sweeney said, “It is also important to
create a positive and healthy learn-
ing environment in the schools.”

The surveys were sent home with
each student in January and the dead-
line for returning the surveys was
February 15 although, some surveys
that are coming in late are still being
included in the final tabulations.

Ms. Sweeney also reported that
the number of surveys that were re-
turned from parents in each school
was very variable, with some el-
ementary schools having received as
few as 10 surveys, while other schools
had a return of over 200 surveys.

The PTA is still hoping that more
parents will fill out the surveys and
return them before the process of
tabulation and summarizing begins,
sometime in the next few weeks.

Each school’s PTA President,
Safety Coordinator, and Principal will
participate in evaluating the surveys
and summarizing the results for each
school.

“We hope to have all of the results
tabulated and summarized into indi-
vidual reports for each school by the
end of next month,” Ms. Sweeney
said. The PTA Council will then
compile all of the results together
and present one report to the Board
of Education.

Additionally, the results for each
school will be published in the indi-
vidual PTAs newsletters for parents
to review.

The PTA Council also has plans to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Knights of Columbus Present Annual Tribute
To Police, Fire, Rescue Units at Awards Night

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

A renewed appreciation for the cour-
age and commitment displayed by
police and volunteer emergency ser-
vice personnel resonated throughout
the Knights of Columbus’ Awards
Night 2002 program last Thursday at
St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Interparochial School in Scotch Plains.

An annual tribute now in its 26th
year, the program is presented by Fa-
ther John S. Nelligan Council No.
5730, which represents Scotch Plains
and Fanwood. It lauds members of the

two towns’ police, fire and rescue squad
units for outstanding performance of
duty during the previous year.

Among the honored guests were
the Reverend Donald Hummel, Pas-
tor of St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church, who of-
fered a “Prayer for Peace and Jus-
tice” as a prelude to the presentation
of the Shield Awards.

Also on hand were Mayor Martin
Marks of Scotch Plains and Mayor
Louis Jung of Fanwood, each of whom
expressed gratitude to the local units

for the service they have given not just
to their hometowns but to those who
needed their help following the tragic
events of September 11.

Noting how the term “heroes” is
often ascribed to Super Bowl or
Olympic champions, Mayor Marks
said America’s recent tragedy has
given people a whole new perspec-
tive on the meaning of the word.

“Now, more than ever, consider-
ing everything that has happened
over the past few months, we are
getting a greater appreciation of what
a hero really is,” he told Knights
members, award recipients and oth-
ers gathered for last week’s ceremony.

“We have a new appreciation of
the courage of people in the service
of others,” concurred Mayor Jung.

Grand Knight Patrick Harrington,
who was at a business meeting on the
51st floor of Tower One of the World
Trade Center when it was struck by a
hijacked airplane, recalled seeing
firefighters ascending the building’s
interior bearing some 100 pounds of
gear as he and others made their way
down.

He proffered that people do not
fully appreciate the role emergency
response units play until a tragedy of
such magnitude occurs.

“We are very, very grateful to the
police, fire and rescue departments
in each of our towns and we are very

pleased to give these awards each
year to recognize them for their ef-
forts,” he said.

In the first of the Shield Award
presentations, Scotch Plains Police
Chief Thomas O’Brien recognized
Officers Paul Belford and Dennis
Murphy for their successful appre-
hension last April of a man who had
entered a Plainfield apartment and
terrorized a family there.

The two officers had pursued the
suspect, whom they believed was
driving a stolen landscaping vehicle,
from Scotch Plains into Plainfield.

“They have no qualms about risk-
ing their lives and I’m proud of them,”
said Chief O’Brien, adding that these
sentiments extended to the rest of his
department as well.

Robert Speth, President of the Scotch
Plains Volunteer Rescue Squad, pre-
sented Susan Baldani, a Trustee with
the squad, with a Shield Award in
recognition of her 10 years with the
organization, during which time she
has responded to more than 1,100 calls.
She is also currently in charge of orien-
tation for new squad trainees.

From the Fanwood Police Depart-
ment, Officers Russell Yeager and
Michael Schilling were honored for
having resuscitated a 72-year-old
man who suffered a heart attack at
the borough’s Sun Tavern restaurant

Old Man Winter Brings March Winds
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“We are aware that there are
many different opinions as to
what level of security is neces-
sary to safeguard our schools.
Our response, we believe is ad-
equate, but not overly aggres-
sive. It will be re-evaluated on a
frequent basis as the process
evolves.”

Anthony Del Sordi,
Assistant Superintendent

Suzette F. Stalker for The Times
DECADE OF SERVICE…Robert Speth, President of the Scotch Plains Volun-
teer Rescue Squad, presents a Shield Award to Susan Baldani, a Trustee and 10-
year member of the squad, during the annual Awards Night program sponsored
by Father John S. Nelligan Council No. 5730 of the Knights of Columbus last
Thursday. The event took place at St. Bartholomew Interparochial School in
Scotch Plains.

Suzette F. Stalker for The Times
ALL-AROUND VOLUNTEER…Thomas Kranz, Vice President of the Fanwood
Volunteer Rescue Squad, left, is honored with a Shield Award last Thursday by
squad President Edward Sargent, during a special ceremony held each year by
the local Knights of Columbus. The program honors police, fire and rescue
squad personnel from Scotch Plains and Fanwood for exceptional job perfor-
mance during the previous year.
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Teen Pleads Guilty to Alleged
Assault and Agrees to Testify
A 16-year-old Scotch Plains teen-

ager stood in adult court on Tues-
day and said he was part of the
group of students who sexually
assaulted a 13-year-old girl in a dry
creek bed near Park Avenue after
school on January 2.

Faced with a motion to transfer
his case from juvenile court, where
the penalties are far less severe,
Manuel Batista voluntarily agreed
to plead guilty as an adult. He pled
guilty to first degree aggravated
sexual assault with an agreement
that will require him to give com-
plete and truthful testimony against
his four juvenile codefendants in
any subsequent court proceedings,
said Union County Prosecutor Tho-
mas V. Manahan.

“Today we begin to fulfill our
vow for a swift and certain pros-
ecution in a violent crime case that
victimized an entire community,”

said Mr. Manahan, who person-
ally met with the victim and her
parents prior to the plea and had
members of the Juvenile Justice
Unit and the Victim Witness Ad-
vocacy Unit keeping the family
informed with the progress of the
case.

“They are appreciative of the
efforts of law enforcement and
they support the sentencing rec-
ommendations we are seeking,”
he added.

The teenager, who was repre-
sented by attorney Joseph
Spagnoli, appeared before Supe-
rior Court Judge Rudolph N.
Hawkins, Jr. on Tuesday afternoon.
He agreed to the adult prosecution
and to a state prison term of five
years, with no hope of parole until
he is at least 20 years of age.

In exchange for his cooperation

Nelson Takes Helm as New Chief
Of Police in SP, Replacing O’Brien

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Marshall Nelson, a 30-year vet-
eran of the Scotch Plains Police De-
partment, was welcomed as the new
Chief of Police on Tuesday night by
the largest crowd gathered for a Town-
ship Council meeting in many years.

Chief Nelson, who formally suc-
ceeds retiring Chief Thomas O’Brien
on Friday, was sworn into his new
position before a crowd of close to
200, including family, colleagues and
well-wishers from the community.

Before and after taking his oath,
Chief Nelson, the first African-Ameri-
can Police Chief in Scotch Plains, was
given two rousing ovations from the
audience, which filled all available
seats in the Council Chambers, lined
the walls and spilled into the hallways.

Union County Prosecutor Thomas
Manahan, commending township of-
ficials for “a wonderful choice,”
called Chief Nelson a “quiet, proud
and good man.”

In brief remarks, Chief Nelson
singled out a number of colleagues
and friends in the audience and
thanked his family for their support,
especially his mother “for sacrificing
to enable me to get an education.”

The four council members in at-
tendance at the governing body’s
regular meeting also commended
Chief Nelson, as did Township Man-
ager Thomas Atkins, Township At-
torney Douglas Hansen and Town-
ship Clerk Barbara Riepe.

The Reverend Kelmo Porter, Pastor
of St. John’s Baptist Church of Scotch
Plains, also congratulated Chief Nelson
and expressed his belief that the new
Police Chief would lead a police force
dedicated to keeping residents from all
parts of Scotch Plains safe.

In other matters, the Township
Council approved an ordinance that
streamlines procedures for the re-
newal of special use permits by down-
town merchants, which govern the
ability of restaurants to place tables
and chairs on the sidewalk or stores
to hold sidewalk sales.

The new regulation, said Council-
man Guy Celentano, will make it
“easier for renewals of these applica-
tions” by cutting the cost and the
time involved.

At the start of its meeting, the
council recognized Julie Barber, who,
as Miss New Jersey, represented the
Garden State in the Miss America

pageant.
The council also passed a resolu-

tion congratulating the Hadassah or-
ganization on its 90th anniversary.

The governing body also approved

resolutions allowing the township to
secure consulting services for ob-
taining computer packages that will
be used for scheduling for ballfields
and other recreational purposes.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP Ordinance
On Underage

Drinking Eyed
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

It appears that the Scotch Plains
Township Council will again be con-
sidering the adoption of an ordi-
nance that could give local police
the right to enter a private residence
where underage persons are in pos-
session of or consuming alcoholic
beverages.

During its agenda meeting on Tues-
day night, the governing body revis-
ited an issue it had heatedly debated
a year ago, with council members at
the time split on the propriety of
such a new law.

The proposed ordinance would
permit local police officers to enter a
private residence and take legal ac-
tion if they witness the possession or
consumption of alcoholic beverages
by someone under 21 years of age.

Similar laws have been passed in
several New Jersey communities,
including a few located at the shore.

Township Attorney Douglas
Hansen told the council on Tuesday
night that he had written to 14 New
Jersey municipalities that have al-
ready adopted some form of an un-
derage drinking ordinance to ascer-
tain the law’s effectiveness, imple-
mentation and impact.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Mu-
nicipal Alliance Committee (MAC),
a local group that works to prevent
substance abuse and has been push-
ing for enactment of an ordinance,
also wrote to the State Attorney Gen-
eral asking his opinion on such an
ordinance, although the Attorney
General declined to express any con-
clusions.

Mr. Hansen summarized the re-
sponses he had received from sev-
eral towns, including Cranford, with
the overall gist being that while there

Races for School Board Seats Begin
In Westfield, SP-F, Mountainside

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

Board of Education election cam-
paigns are underway as several in-
cumbents and new candidates have
filed petitions to fill the available
seats in Westfield, Scotch Plains and
Mountainside.

This year, in Westfield, there are
four candidates vying for three avail-
able seats.

Board President Arlene Gardner will
be running for her third term on the
board. A resident of Westfield for 18
years, Mrs. Gardner has a daughter in
12th grade and a son in 10th grade.
This year marked Mrs. Gardner’s first
year serving as President, after having
served two years as Vice President.

Mrs. Gardner is Director of the Cen-
ter for Civic and Law Related Educa-
tion and is a non-practicing attorney.

Westfield Board of Education can-
didate, William Ziff, a Westfield resi-
dent since 1994 is an Attorney, who
has served on the town’s Planning
Board for the past two years. He has
a son in second grade in Washington
Elementary School.

Mr. Ziff has also served on the His-
toric Tree Preservation Committee and
on the Westfield Neighborhood Coun-
cil since 2000. He is currently the Vice
Chair of the New Jersey Supreme Court
Ethics Committee for District 12. The
candidate holds a Master’s Degree in
Urban Studies.

Another new candidate, Alice
Hunnicutt, an 18-year resident of
Westfield, has five children, two of
which have graduated and three chil-
dren are still attending Westfield schools.

Mrs. Hunnicutt is employed by the
State-Wide Parent Advocacy Net-
work (SPAN), which distributes in-
formation to parents on issues re-
lated to education. She has been ac-

tive on the district-wide Parent
Teacher Association (PTA) Council
and has served on several PTA com-
mittees. She is also a consultant for

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

ALL SMILES…Daisy Troop No. 713 from Tamaques Elementary School in
Westfield recently created valentines for the residents at Clark Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center. The treats were delivered to the residents on February
12. Pictured, left to right, are: Ashley Abbott, Angie Petrillo, and Angela Dorry.
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on May 27.
The officers, who used a defibrillator

to restore the patient’s heart rhythm, had
just days earlier completed training in the
use of the device.

“I’m extremely proud of these offic-
ers,” stated Acting Fanwood Police Chief
Donald Domanoski, who made the pre-
sentation and has twice been honored by
the Knights himself for exceptional job
performance. He added that Officers
Yeager and Schilling “acted in the finest
tradition of the agency.”

Fanwood Rescue Squad President Ed-
ward Sargent presented an award to squad
Vice President Thomas Kranz for his
various efforts on behalf of the squad,
including fundraising, community rela-
tions and outreach initiatives, which have
led to the recent recruitment of seven new
volunteers. He also developed the squad’s
website: visitfanwood.com/rescue.

Mr. Sargent additionally acknowl-
edged the contributions of the rest of his
squad, particularly their efforts on and
after September 11. Squad personnel
assisted with decontamination of com-
muters returning from Lower Manhattan
to the Summit train station on the day of
the tragedy and also manned triage sta-
tions in Jersey City and at Manhattan’s
Chelsea Pier.

Finally, Captain Randy Grizzard of
the Scotch Plains Fire Department and
Fanwood Fire Chief Richard Regenthal
accepted awards on behalf of their entire
respective departments.

It was announced that the Knights of
Columbus Supreme Council has estab-
lished a Heroes Fund to benefit the survi-
vors of police officers, firefighters and
emergency medical personnel who were
killed at the World Trade Center, with
$1.25 million having already been dis-
tributed to families.

Individuals who died in the disaster
need not have been Catholic or affiliated
with the Knights of Columbus in order
for their survivors to qualify for the funds.
Eligible families may call (800) 380-
9995.

In addition to the Shield Awards, Coun-
cil No. 5730 last week announced the
names and presented trophies to the win-
ners of the council’s Free Throw Contest.

Knights Present Tribute
To Police, Fire, Rescue Units

Horace Corbin for The Times

MEMORIAL ENVISIONED...Members of the September 11 Memorial Committee of Westfield examine the location of the proposed memorial on North Avenue
at the intersection with East Broad Street, across from the Methodist Church and near the World War I Memorial. An architect’s sketch of the proposed memorial
by Mark Fischbach is displayed to the right of the photo. Pictured in the photo, left to right are: Sherry Cronin, Executive Director of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation; Jane Sentivan, President of the Westfield Rotary; Mark Fischbach, architect; Janis Fried Weinstein, former Councilwoman and Committee
Chairwoman and Andrea McDermott, wife of Westfield Mayor Gregory McDermott.

They were as follows: Age 10, Sean
Romero and Morgan Burke; Age 11,
Michaelo Velarde and Michelle Spinella;
Age 12, Kevin Cassidy, and Age 13,
Brian Osbahr.

By AMY HOROWITZ
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- A Distance Learn-
ing Center, located in the Westfield Na-
tional Guard Armory, is nearing comple-
tion and will be shown by the National
Guard to business people and local offi-
cials in March.

The armory project will provide exten-
sive Internet services and related commu-
nication capabilities for use by the public

Westfield’s National Guard Armory Gets
Wired With State-of-Art Equipment

through a shared use program. The center
will be one of eight such facilities in the
state of New Jersey.

Costing over $500,000 to construct,
this facility will enable the National Guard
to partner with the private sector in inte-
grating and maintaining state-of-the-art
distance learning and conference centers
throughout the state of New Jersey.

Through fiber optics, independent of
local telephone communication systems,

300 local learning distance classrooms
are tied to seven hubs nationwide. Offer-
ing video conferencing, two-way audio
and video capabilities. Each center varies
in size.

The Westfield Armory location is com-
prised of 12 computers tied to the Internet,
an instructor station, and two-way moni-
tors. There are two VCRs capable of
sending out, as well as recording, 24
hours of images.

According to Lieutenant Colonel De
Cara, “under normal conditions, the mili-
tary would use the facility one weekend a
month and one or two weeknights (per
week).”

The Military has established a shared
use program where the communication
center will be available for use by public
and private groups for approximately $145
per hour. Funds generated would be non-
profit and used to maintain the equip-
ment.

For the military, such a communica-
tions facility offers an efficient way to
train reserves on a number of skills. In-
stead of requiring reserves to travel to
various sites for learning, much can be
accomplished in a uniform manner via
this interactive computer system.

“(For example), such a system comes
in very handy for taping depositions.
Video conferences are acceptable to the
Court,” according to Lieutenant Colonel
De Cara.

Another example of using video
conferencing is when a prisoner who
wanted to be interviewed for transfer from
Missouri to New Jersey. The Missouri
prison had a video conferencing system,
and the interview was done on tape. Using
this process cuts down on travel time
immensely.

If a local agency (police, fire, or health)
needs to train, this learning distance cen-
ter can offer efficiencies in time manage-
ment.

Anything that can be done in a face-to-
face environment can be achieved through

this system. For local businesses, this
system offers a “big business advantage
without the big business dollar commit-
ment.” according to Lieutenant Colonel
De Cara.

The shared use program will be offered
to local residents and business owners in
the near future. It is designed to establish
community linkages that support social,
government, academic and industry needs.
Shared usage will assist in covering the
costs of initiating and sustaining a com-
munity based distance learning program.

The National Guard is in the process of
bringing seven satellites on line to extend
the capabilities of the system.

“There has been very little we haven’t
been able to do, and the only limitations
are smell and taste,” said Lieutenant Colo-
nel De Cara. The ultimate goal is to have
a video teleconferencing system in every
armory in the country.

“The Westfield location is the last fed-
erally funded operation, based on current
funding levels,” stated Lieutenant Colo-
nel De Cara, who has overseen this project
from its inception eight months ago. When
Congress first pushed to expand Internet
technology down to the local level, the
National Guard became the only federal
agency capable of such a task.

The Westfield Armory not only houses
our National Guard, the oldest military
force in the nation, but it is used by the
public for a host of activities. The facility
contains a large, open arena that was
previously used as an indoor polo rink by
the cavalry. It now serves as a field for
local soccer and hockey games.

Built in the 1800s, the since re-mod-
eled armory, offers classroom space to
Westfield High School, addressing the
current classroom over crowding situa-
tion. One of New Jersey’s Counter Drug
Programs, a branch of the Drug Enforce-
ment Agency, has offices in the armory.

The Armory is the official landing site
of helicopters, and it contains weapons
and signal equipment.

Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

Fire, Police Officials
To Take to The Court

For Worthwhile Cause
By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The nine families from Westfield
impacted by the terrorist attacks
of September 11 have not been
forgotten in the hearts of
Westfield’s bravest and finest.

Members of the Westfield Po-
lice Department and the Westfield
Fire Department will go head to
head in a basketball game tomor-
row, Friday, March 1, at 7:30 p.m.
in the Westfield High School gym-
nasium. The face-off will benefit
those families who lost loved ones
in the World Trade Center attacks
in New York City.

According to Firefighter An-
thony Tiller, the idea for the
fundraiser originated when he was
brainstorming with Fire Chief John
Castellano about raising monies
for the families.

Both Mr. Tiller and Chief
Castellano recalled a benefit in
which firefighters from Elizabeth
raised approximately $85,000 in
three days while standing on city
street corners.

At first, the fire officials thought
they would do the same on North
Avenue and Elm Street, but it was
Chief Castellano who asked, “Why
not hold a basketball game?”

Mr. Tiller stated that the idea
“snowballed,” involving Police
Chief Bernard Tracy, Detective
James McCullough and Detective
Sandra Chambers, who has exten-
sive experience organizing
fundraisers.

“It was hectic,” admitted Mr.
Tiller. “I’ve never done anything
like this before. But, Sandy has
done fundraisers before and ev-
eryone works very well together.”

Firefighter Tiller added that the
“higher ups” lent their support by
getting the gymnasium as the
venue for the game.”

For the Westfield Fire Depart-
ment, the team will include
Firefighters Tiller, Michael
Skubish, John Peterson, Christo-
pher Love, Matthew Perreira,
Timothy Brennan, Daniel
Maglione, Volunteer Firefighters
Kevin McCormack, Brandon
Lopresti, Michael Sawicki, Cap-
tains James Pfeiffer, Jr. and
Michael Brennan, and Deputy

Chief Raymond Luck.
Playing for the Westfield Fire

Department, including their nick-
names, will be Detective Cham-
bers — “Cookie,” Chief Tracy –
“Breeze,” Detective Kevin
O’Keefe – “Skills,” Detective
Ronald Allen – “The Bottom
Line,” Detective Gregory Kasko
– “H. Munster,” Detective Preston
Freeman – “Mustang,” and De-
tective Barron Chambliss – “Big
Daddy.”

They will be joined by Detec-
tive McCullough – “Mugsy,” De-
tective Jason Carter – “Igor,” Frank
Padovano – “Rocky,” Dispatcher
Jeff Johnson – “Slim Shady,” Pa-
trol Officers Gregory Hobson –
“Roker,” and Robert Riley – “The
Prince,” as well as Chief Tracy’s
Secretary Robin Marko – “The
Boss,” and Detective Bureau Sec-
retary Debbie DiFabio – “The
Wig.”

Detective Sergeant John Rowe
– “Skid” and Detective Eric
Lieberman – “Pick” may also be
throwing their hats in the ring
Friday night.

As of press time, approximately
1,200 tickets for the game were
printed up, with all of the tickets
being sold out at the firehouse.

“Citizens in town were very
receptive. Some said, ‘I’ll buy
five to ten tickets, or they’ll write
out a check and donate money,’”
stated the firefighter.

According to Detective Cham-
bers, Detective McCullough con-
versed with members of the nine
families and found them to be
agreeable to the fundraiser.

“They are very appreciative of
everything that everyone has done
for them, not just the fire and
police departments, but the whole
town, the United Fund, the Ameri-
can Red Cross, everybody,” stated
Detective McCullough.

In addition to the game, refresh-
ments, a 50/50 raffle and games at
half-time will be available.

For more information, please
contact Mr. Tiller at (908) 789-
4136 or Detective Chambers at
(908) 232-1000.

*  *  *  *  *
Lauren S. Pass contributed to

this story.
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against the others, said Assistant Pros-
ecutor Casey Woodruff, he will be sen-
tenced as a second-degree adult offender
when he comes before Superior Court
Judge John Malone in June.

This means he will have to serve at
least 85 percent of his full sentence under
New Jersey’s No Early Release Act law
for violent crimes, and that he will face a
review at the Adult Diagnostic and Treat-
ment Center in Avenel to determine if he
is a repetitive compulsive sex offender
requiring treatment.

In addition, the judge advised him that
he is now subject to the lifetime registra-
tion, testing and community supervision
requirements of the Megan’s Law gov-
erning sexual offenses.

Because he named the other juvenile
codefendants as part of his admission
under oath, the defendant used only the
initials of his co-defendants in open court
but said he gave the investigating au-
thorities a true account of what happened
that afternoon.

Authorities have determined that the
victim was initially approached inside
the school shortly after classes ended on
January 2 and then members of the group
used force to bring her to a wooded area
adjacent to the school athletic field.

Batista said he participated in the as-
sault on the victim and also was witness
to the designation of a lookout,  as well
as the infliction of injuries inflicted upon
the girl.

Detailed evidence developed against
the five male high school students who
were arrested three days after the attack
followed an investigation by Scotch
Plains Detective Sergeant Brian
Mahoney and Detective Jeffrey Briel.

The three teenagers charged with kid-
napping, because they allegedly dragged
the victim against her will into the
wooded area where the assaults took
place, remain locked in the George W.
Herlich Detention Center in Elizabeth.

No court date has been set for the
transfer proceedings, said Assistant Pros-
ecutor Deborah A. White.

The victim, a Fanwood resident, was
pushed, slapped and punched by a 17-
year-old male who led the assault and by
one of the other teenagers, authorities
said. Medical examination revealed evi-
dences of bruises and scratches on her
neck, arms and torso.
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BOGG, a center of excellence for persons
with disabilities.

The fourth candidate for the Westfield
school board is George Kattak, who has
been a resident for 10 years. He has a
daughter in second grade at Franklin El-
ementary School and a son who will attend
first grade in September. Mr. Kattak has
been a CPA for 13 years and is a member
of the Union County Chamber of Com-
merce.

In the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
district, there are also three seats available,
two for Scotch Plains and one for Fanwood.
There are three candidates in Scotch Plains
vying for the two seats.

Board President Donald Sheldon has
filed a petition for what will be his fourth
term. He has been Board President for six
out of the last nine years. Prior to becom-
ing President, Dr. Sheldon served as Vice
President and he has served on most of the
board’s committees.

Dr. Sheldon currently Chairs the Cur-
riculum Committee, serves on the Finance
and Policies Committees and is the Board’s
Liaison to the PTA Council.

A resident of Scotch Plains for 35 years
he has five children, four of whom at-
tended schools in the district. Dr. Sheldon
was a professional educator for 50 years,
as a teacher, guidance counselor and then,
as the district’s Director of Pupil Services
until he retired in 1990.

Incumbent Edward Saradaki is running
for his third term. A resident of Scotch
Plains since 1976, his son is a junior at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) and his daughter graduated from
SPFHS.

Mr. Saradaki is the Chairman of the
board’s Finance Committee. He has served
on the Facilities and Curriculum Commit-
tees and is a past Chairman of the Griev-
ance Committee. He is also the legislative
liaison for the board and liaison to the
Union County School Board Association.

Mr. Saradaki is a Controller for a pub-
lishing company.

Scotch Plains resident Trip Whitehouse
has also filed a petition for a seat on the
board. He has been a resident of Scotch
Plains for 14 years. Mr. Whitehouse has
three children, a daughter in fifth grade, a
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son in third grade and a daughter in kinder-
garten. All of his children attend McGinn
Elementary School.

Mr. Whitehouse served on the Town
Council in Winfield Park 1987. He is the
Director of finance at Telcordia Technolo-
gies in Piscataway.

Fanwood resident Susan Dyckman will
be running for the one Fanwood seat,
unopposed. Mrs. Dyckman has been a
resident of Fanwood for 16 years and she
has three children in the school district.

Mrs. Dyckman has covered the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education as a
Freelance Writer with The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood for the past three years
and has served as the President of the Coles
Elementary School PTA this past year. She
has also served on several of the school
board’s committees over the past several
years.

In Mountainside, Incumbent Peter Goggi
has submitted a petition for his second
term. Mr. Goggi has been a resident for 12
years. His son is a second grader at Deerfield
School, and he has a 1-year-old daughter.

Mr. Goggi is Director of Supply Man-
agement for Unilever Best Foods and on
the Board of Trustees for Sage, a United
Way organization. Prior to serving on the
board, he served on the board’s Facilities
Subcommittee.

Also an incumbent, John Standish Perrin
is running for his second term on the board.
He was appointed to the board in 1998 for
one year and then served his first term from
1999 until the present.

Mr. Perrin has been a resident of
Mountainside for 25 years and has three
daughters who attend Deerfield School. He
has served on numerous committees and
currently serves as Chairman of the Facili-
ties and Long Range Planning Committees.

The candidate is employed as a profes-
sional architect.

As the election date of Tuesday, April
16, approaches, The Westfield Leader and
The Times will publish feature articles on
each candidate with their views on the
issues related to each district.

According to state law, the candidates had
to submit their petitions by February 25.
Each three-year term begins the end of April,
after each district’s reorganization meeting.

have not yet been any legal challenges to
the law’s constitutionality, it has not been
utilized very often either.

Mayor Martin Marks seemed troubled
by several aspects of the proposed ordi-
nance, including the issue of law en-
forcement officers entering private prop-
erty, something that had been at the
center of last year’s discussions.

The Mayor also told his council col-
leagues he might favor striking the word
“possession” from any proposed ordi-
nance and putting the focus on the term
“consumption” because “possession”
could be too nebulous a term.

However, Councilwoman Geri Samuel
said MAC would oppose this because it
would dilute any new ordinance to irrel-
evancy.

Councilman Frank S. Rossi noted that
the term “possession” is already specifi-
cally defined in many aspects of the
criminal code.

The council will not make any further
decisions on this issue until it has a
chance for further discussions that in-
clude Councilwoman Paulette Coronato,
who was absent from Tuesday’s agenda
meeting and had been a vocal opponent
of the ordinance last year.

distribute a survey to both the high
school parents and the students in order
to garner their opinions and experiences
regarding security and safety of the high
school. Those results will be evaluated in
a separate report, Ms. Sweeney said.

In addition to the surveys, letters went
home with each student informing par-
ents of security changes recently imple-
mented in each building. Camera and
buzzer systems have been installed in
both McGinn and Brunner Elementary
Schools as a pilot program, reported As-
sistant Superintendent Anthony Del
Sordi.

After an initial assessment period, these
security measures will be evaluated and,
if successful, the district has plans to
install the security system in all the el-
ementary and middle schools.

Three hallway monitors have been
hired to greet visitors in Evergreen El-
ementary, School One Elementary and
Coles Elementary Schools. The moni-
tors request that all visitors sign in and
obtain visitor badges when they enter the
building.

All parents have been requested to not
escort their children to their classrooms
so as to reduce the numbers of visitors in
the building.

Letters, which were sent home to par-
ents, stated that teachers and other sup-
port staff would be on hand to assist
young children to their classrooms. Ad-
ditionally, all school doors will be kept
locked except for the front doors, where
the hallway monitors are stationed.

However, there are several exceptions
where side doors will be unlocked for
access from the parking lot by school
faculty.

Once school is dismissed, all doors
will be locked at 3:30 p.m., with a few
exceptions to accommodate after-school
programs. Each school has issued indi-
vidual dismissal procedures, including
which door to use for after school pro-
grams.

The hall monitors will be used on a
flexible basis, wherever needed, depend-
ing on different events in the schools,
said the District’s Public Relations Coor-
dinator, Kathleen Meyer. The monitors,
hired on a part-time, hourly basis, were
approved at the last regular public meet-
ing of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education on January 24.

Mr. Del Sordi stated that money for
several part-time positions is already in-
cluded in the school’s yearly budget.
However, if camera and buzzer systems
are installed in all of the schools, then the
hall monitor positions may be elimi-
nated, he added.

Monitors have also been patrolling the
hallways at Park and Terrill Middle
Schools. Park School Principal, Rocco
Collucci reported that the security guard
hired to safeguard the side entrance until
3 p.m. has been extended until 4 p.m. and
students have been instructed that they
are not permitted to re-enter the building
after leaving at the end of the day, unless
for a scheduled and supervised event.

Visitors, including parents, are also
requested to sign in and wear visitor
passes at the middle schools.

The security systems used by other
districts and offered by security compa-
nies were reviewed before these proce-
dures were carefully chosen and imple-
mented, Mr. Del Sordi commented. Once
renovations are completed, all of the
schools will also be equipped with new
intercom systems, which will enable
teachers to call 9-1-1 directly from their
classrooms, Mr. Del Sordi said.

“We are aware that there are many
different opinions as to what level of
security is necessary to safeguard our
schools,” Mr. Del Sordi remarked. “Our
response, we believe is adequate, but not
overly aggressive. It will be re-evaluated
on a frequent basis as the process evolves.”

Caption Information
On SP Site Clarified

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The caption accompanying a photo-
graph in last week’s edition of The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood, featuring
homes under construction in Scotch Plains,
contained incorrect information regarding
the details of the construction plan.

The photograph shown is a develop-
ment of 28 condominiums by Developer
Riga 55, on Jerusalem Road, according to
Scotch Plains Construction Official Rob-
ert LaCosta.

The houses depicted in the photograph
are not of a senior citizens complex on
Westfield Avenue, as was mistakenly
printed.

Another construction project in Scotch
Plains, still under negotiation, is the Broad-
way Development site, which will be ap-
proximately 55 single-family homes on
Broadway. Seven acres of the 11-acre site
are owned by the township, which the
developer is negotiating to purchase.

The developer already owns the other 4.7
acres. This site was re-zoned for age restricted
housing for residents over the age of 55.

Talks between the township and devel-
opers regarding this site began in 1987 and
have included an apartment complex pro-
posal, townhouses for seniors and an as-
sisted living facility.

Neighbors in the community voiced
their preference for the lower density solu-
tion of single-family homes to the Scotch
Plains Planning Board prior to the re-
zoning approval.

The owner of Broadway Associates,
Joseph Scalzadonna, said that he hopes to
finalize the deal with the township some-
time in the next few weeks.

The application for the Broadway De-
velopment site project will then have to be
presented to the Planning Board for site
plan approval.




