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By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The events
surrounding September 11, 2001 have
inspired a local woman to complete
a project she lost interest in and
stored away in a closet over two
years ago.

The project, an American flag
hand-crocheted by Anne Smith of
Scotch Plains, is currently on display
at the Scotch Plains Public Library,
1927 Bartle Avenue in Scotch Plains.

“The flag was about halfway com-
pleted when I became involved in
other things,” said Smith. “From time
to time I’d think of it, but never felt
motivated to take it out and continue
working on it.”

“After 9/11, my hands couldn’t
crochet fast enough,” she continued.

Like many Americans, Smith re-
calls feeling emotional as well as
frustrated by the terrorists’ attacks
on the World Trade Center and The
Pentagon.

“I wanted to do something patri-
otic,” she said, adding that completing
the crocheted flag helped her fill a

need to show support for the victims.
Because Smith’s husband, Ray, is

a frequent patron of the Scotch Plains
Library, Mrs. Smith had formed a
telephone friendship with May Baker,
one of the circulation librarians.

“One day last fall when May called
my husband about his library books,
I happened to mention the flag to her.
She asked if I might like to display it
in the library’s glass display case,”
Smith told The Westfield Leader and
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

“I feel the American flag is a good
thing to be focusing on at this time,”
added Baker.

The flag mea-
sures 5 feet by 3.5
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C A R T O O N  C O R N E R

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Trading in a football for a script
was Jimmy Smits’ way of finding
his true path in life as a high school
student. Still, the Brooklyn, N.Y.
native, who possesses both South
American and Puerto Rican roots,
tried to put his interest in acting on
the back burner when he attended
Brooklyn College and graduated
with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in
Theatre.

After attending Cornell Univer-
sity, where he received his Master
of Fine Arts Degree in 1982, Smits
joined the Repertory Theater, tour-
ing the U.S., until he was offered
the role of Don Johnson’s partner
in NBC’s “Miami Vice” (circa
1984). Although he was “killed-
off” by the writers in the pilot
episode, it wasn’t long before Smits
was placed in a plum role that
would skyrocket him to stardom.

Only a few years later, he turned
from tough cop to strikingly hand-
some lawyer Victor Sifuentes on
another top NBC show, “L.A.
Law,” spearheaded by Steven
Bochco. The role earned him an
Emmy in 1990 for Best Supporting
Actor. He left the program a year
later to pursue a movie career,
which unfortunately included some
unsuccessful flicks like Old Gringo
(1989) with Jane Fonda and Gre-
gory Peck, Switch, The Fires Within
and Running Scared.

Driven to keep himself in the
acting scene, Smits signed a four-
year contract with ABC to portray
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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It was a dark and eerie night when ABC “Downtown” correspondent
Connie Chung felt compelled to position herself on the corner of
Lawrence and Hillside Avenues, to precede her exclusive interview
with the man who has become known as Westfield’s most Notorious P-
I-G and murderer, John List. You could almost feel the faces of every
Westfielder collectively turn beet
red with embarrassment and dis-
gust.

Introduced by fellow anchors
Chris Cuomo and Elizabeth Vargas,
the purpose of retelling the List
story was to sate the curiosity of
viewers puzzled by murderers who
seem like “everyday Joes.” Instead,
the whole program came across
like a 3-ring circus of gory images,
terror and mind-boggling explana-
tions for insanity.

Through their report, Chung and
friends managed to paint subur-
ban, quaint Westfield, which many
folks lovingly call “Stuckeyville”
or “Pleasantville,” as a hotbed of
criminal activities, where lunatics
like List are allowed to carry out their mischief.

feet and is created out of 126 “granny”
squares that have been sewn together.

“The entire flag is essentially made
from the same stitch,” said Smith.

Mr. and Mrs. Smith have resided
in Scotch Plains for 16 years. Now
retired after a 29-year career at
Exxon, Mrs. Smith enjoys reading
mysteries and stories about family
relationships. She is also an avid
Yankee fan.

Mr. Smith’s hobbies are wood-
working and stained glass.

Smith’s crocheted American flag
may been seen at the Scotch Plains
Library during the library’s regular

business hours.

Connie Chung

The horror of what happened on
Hillside Avenue should have died
31 years ago, or even when List
was captured 18 years after his
evil crimes. Still, news magazine
programs, which mostly serve the
purpose of providing fodder for
our nightmares, insist on drag-
ging out all of the trauma we
would rather leave behind. Who
has the chance to heal when we
have Chung & Co. re-splashing
the gory details of one horrendous
event across our television
screens?

Are the news magazine report-
ers so incredibly bored that there
is nothing else to focus on? Most
we plant in the minds of viewers,
young and old, that even the most
seemingly normal person can
“snap” at any moment, wreaking
havoc on his or her family? No
matter how many times as
“Whitney Houston’s Greatest
Hits” flowed through my head-
phones after watching 20 minutes
of the show, I still couldn’t drown
out the sick images Chung brought
to my screen.

The retelling of the List story
and the interview with the mur-

Daniel Pearl

          Marylou Morano for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCOTCH PLAINS’ BETSY ROSS...Scotch Plains resident Anne Smith, left, and circulation librarian May Baker display
Mrs. Smith’s crocheted American flag, which is on display at the Scotch Plains Public Library. Full of patriotism and
creativity, Mrs. Smith is a modern-day Betsy Ross for the township of Scotch Plains.
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Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Wall Street Journal investiga-
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WESTFIELD — “Love Is Come

Again,” a concert of sacred and secular
choral music by English composers
will be presented by The South Moun-
tain Chorale on Sunday, March 3, at 4
p.m. at The Catholic Church of the
Holy Trinity in Westfield.

Returning for their second Westfield
appearance, the 21 singers of the cho-
rale will present as the featured work
Ralph Vaughan Williams’ Mass in G
minor. This Mass setting is scored for
a cappella double choir and solo quar-
tet.

Madrigals, English part songs,
motets and several additional pieces
for double choir by Elgar, Howells,
Bairstow, Parsons, Parry and Walton
will round out this widely varied pro-
gram.

The South Mountain Chorale was
established in the fall of 2000. The
program will be conducted by the
group’s founder, F. Allen Artz.

The accompanist is Louise Andrews.
The concert is being presented free

of charge and the public is cordially
invited to attend.

Get Outta
The House

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Morristown’s  Community
Theatre will present the legend-
ary Joan Baez, joined by New
York’s singer/songwriter Rich-
ard Shindell, in concert tonight,
February 28, at 8 p.m. If you are
too young to remember her from
her heyday, her folksy
songwriting is politically moti-
vated, capturing popular senti-
ment. If you miss this perfor-
mance, she is also appearing solo
at the State Theatre, 15
Livingston Avenue in New
Brunswick on Friday, March 1,
at 8 p.m. Tickets for Morristown
– (973) 539-8008 — are $35 and
$42.50, and for the New
Brunswick show you’ll have to
call them at (732) 246-7469.

*  *  *  *  *
The First Congregational

Church of Westfield, 125 Elmer
Street, continues the Mid-Day
Musicales, on Wednesday, March
6, with a program by award-win-
ning classical guitarist Christo-
pher Kenniff. These perfor-
mances are always free at noon,
they’re only a half-hour, and
they’re always followed by the
optional soup and sandwich lun-
cheon in the church’s social hall
for $5.

*  *  *  *  *
So, you want to keep it local?

No problem. The Westfield Com-
munity Players present the mu-
sic of Broadway composer Jerry
Herman in Jerry’s Girls on March
2, 8, 9, 15, 16, 22 and 23 at 8 p.m.
at 1000 North Avenue, West in
Westfield. The original cast of
1985 starred Carol Channing,
Andrea McArdle, Leslie
Uggams, Deborah Graham and
Jerry Herman himself. The two-
hour performance features
women affectionately celebrat-
ing Jerry’s special gift for writ-
ing songs that capture the true
spirit of the American musical
theatre. Tickets are $12. Call
(908) 232-1221 for information.

*  *  *  *  *
Reeves-Reed Arboretum is

planning a bus trip to the Phila-
delphia Flower Show on Wednes-
day, March 6. The theme for this
year’s show, The Pleasures of
the Garden, will feature its larg-
est exhibit and marketplace ever.
Start your trip with a continental
breakfast on the motor coach,
which leaves at 8 a.m. from St.
John’s Lutheran Church in Sum-
mit. When you arrive, you won’t
have to wait in line to enter. This
year’s features include a lecture
series and demonstrations by
national and local gardening au-
thors, and celebrities, and dem-
onstrations by regional garden-
ing experts. Enjoy wine and
cheese on the ride back. You’ll be
home by 5 p.m. The trip is $62
for members, and $72 for non-
members. Call (908) 273-8787,
extension no. 19.
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tive reporter Daniel Pearl, 38, went out into the
field to bring home one story, only to tragically
make headlines with another – America is fighting
an enemy that is far more treacherous and twisted,
and much more lower than the classification of
“animal” than any of us could have ever imagined.

And, while the barbaric execution of Pearl not
only calls to mind an American’s need for retribu-
tion against those who have sought to destroy our
freedom, values and patriotism, but, for many
journalists, it reminds us of why we chose the field in the first place.

Many American realize that, with Pearl’s death, we lost a fellow
patriot. For journalists, we lost someone who stared down the enemy
for the sake of chasing down the truth at the rotten core of terrorism. As
journalists at The Westfield Leader and The Times, we encounter a
different type of hostility, when
sources might not want to let
the truth be known through our
words. They hang up the phone
on us, they dodge interviews
than face the facts head on, or
they would rather not “go on
the record.” While there is no

Continued on Page 19
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By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — It’s been,
for me, at least, a winter of being sick.
But lying in bed fighting off colds, a
vicious ear infection and the stomach
flu has at least given me a chance to
listen to talk radio even
more than I normally do.

Those around here who
love talk radio are blessed
because New York offers
a wide and varied sam-
pling of gabmeisters
around the clock.

Those who enjoy po-
litical talk first thing in the
morning can tune to the
“Curtis & Kuby Show”
on WABC-770. Hosted by
Curtis Sliwa, founder of
the Guardian Angels
crime-fighting group in
New York City in the
1970s, and leftist-activist
lawyer Ron Kuby, the
show is, overall, a good-
natured discussion-debate
about the issues of the day, whether it’s
the war in Afghanistan or allegations of

police brutality in New York.
Sliwa is Archie Bunker on the air-

waves — malapropisms and mispro-
nunciations — while Kuby plays the
part of defender of those butting heads
with the establishment. Down the ra-
dio dial a bit on WOR-710 is the morn-

ing show hosted by
Ed Walsh, a bland
blend of news, idle
chit-chat and guests.

Further down the
dial, on WFAN-660,
is “Imus in the Morn-
ing,” which tries to
tackle the day’s news
with politicos and
media luminaries
while being funny, but
usually fails. Don
Imus, to me, is like
Larry King on CNN
— little in the way of
ratings or entertain-
ment, but inexplica-
bly influential to a de-
gree.

Mid-morning on
WABC brings “The John Gambling
Show.” The Gamblings have been New
York radio fixtures, it seems, since
Marconi invented the medium.

In 2000, Gambling was canned from
WOR, where his father and grandfa-
ther had ruled for decades, and was
soon hired by WABC. Gambling’s is
about as vanilla a program as one can
imagine — dull topics and a dull host.

Over on WOR is Dr. Joy Browne, the
radio psychologist. She’s open-minded
and seems to be a pleasant lady as she
deals with callers with assorted ques-
tions about relationships — a far, and
welcome, cry from the thankfully de-
parted Dr. Laura Schlessinger and her
living-in-a-1950s-fairy-tale-world
where everyone should be as perfect as
the good doctor.

Browne is followed by another long-
time New York radio fixture — Joan
Hamburg, whose show is more female-
oriented as she doles out advice and
tips on where to find great antiques or
an affordable bed-and-breakfast.

Afternoons bring the ratings power-
houses of talk radio. Rush Limbaugh’s
show on WABC is basically a three-
hour commercial for the Republican
Party — where President Bush and the
GOP, especially conservatives, can do
no wrong and Democrats, especially
Bill Clinton, are the root of all that is
wrong.

After Limbaugh comes another three
hours of the same with the Sean Hannity
program. Although not as well-known
as his lead-in, Hannity has the far better
program, because his guests are better,
he is less self-important than Rush and
he takes more telephone calls than
Limbaugh, who has always seemed

Continued on Page 19
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SCOTCH PLAINS -- “The

Jeremiah People,” a Christian musi-
cal theater company, will perform at
Scotch Plains Baptist Church on
Sunday, March 10, at 6 p.m.

For almost 30 years, the group has
entertained audiences throughout the
country with Christian drama and
music for all ages.

The service is open to the public.
Admission is free. A free-will offer-
ing will be taken. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 322-5487.

SHOCK WAVES...Bending
left or right, everyone is rep-
resented.

Ages 4 - Adult
• Drama / Musical Theater

• Movement
• Vocal Technique
• Piano Instruction
• Musical Theory

1100 South Avenue
(above Genarros Pizza)

Westfield, NJ
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bravocenter@westfieldnj.com
www.westfieldnj.com/bravo

• 2002 Summer Workshop

( We also do Birthday Parties! )

REGISTER NOW !
FOR OUR NEXT SESSION

AND SAVE �����ON
THE REGULAR FEE !




