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Diction Deception

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Porcate – Formed in ridges
2. Prolegomenon – An introductory

remark or a foreword
3. Trabeculate – Marked with cross-

bars
4. Patibulated – Put to death on the

gallows

AQUILON
1. Flowing; streaming
2. Having a greenish-blue color
3. The north wind
4. A Roman mineral bath

ILLECEBROUS
1. Alluring
2. Illegal
3. Malicious; vile
4. Of no consequence; useless

SCARAMOUCH
1. A beggar; mendicant
2. A buffoon in motley dress
3. A petty street thief; pickpocket
4. A fair weather friend

ICHNEUMON
1. An early stage or beginning
2. A nickname
3. A small weasel-like animal of India

and Africa
4. A small green lizard, usually grow-

ing no more than seven centimeters in
length

Answers will appear in next week’s
issue.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Westfield Leader Reader Praises
Michelle H. LePoidevin for Pen & Ink

It’s No Secret, Take A Step Back And
Keep Things in Perspective

Scotch Plains Fire Department Saves
Presbyterian Church Bell

On Tuesday, February 12, the FBI
issued another terrorist warning placing
U.S. armed forces, police and law en-
forcement officials on “high alert” world-
wide. It was the latest such warning
coming after the horrible tragedies we
all experienced on September 11.

I for one take these warnings pretty
serious. I mean, I live here in Westfield,
which stands in the shadow of New York
City, and what was the World Trade
Center.

We all experienced the tragedies up
close, whether it was because a neigh-
bor, friend or co-worker was lost on that
horrible day.

These have been some tough times on
all of us. I have one friend who works in
Manhattan for a financial company and
he lost many co-workers on September
11. He recently told me that one of his
best friends from high school, who is a
Green Beret, was shipped off to an un-

disclosed location. At the beginning of
the New Year, he found out that his
department at work would be questioned
in the Enron scandal (he trades natural
gas). You think you’ve got problems?

I believe during these times that we all
have to take a step back and keep things
in perspective. If you have your health,
your family, and have managed to hang
onto your job, I’d say you’re in pretty
good shape.

That is why I say to all residents in
Westfield, who are up in arms over the
displays at the Victoria Secret store  get
your priorities straight. If the only thing
you can complain about today is a store
that specializes in and sells sexy women’s
undergarments who’s window is dis-
playing sexy women’s undergarments,
then I’d say that at this date in time, your
life is pretty good.

Patrick Cerria
Westfield

Congratulations to Michelle H.
LePoidevin on her Pen & Ink editorial in
the January 31 edition of The Westfield
Leader. As a former resident of Westfield
during the 1980’s, we still continue to
subscribe having departed Westfield
eleven years ago. It is when a story such
as hers is published that we fully con-
tinue to appreciate why we have re-
newed our subscription for the past
twenty years.

On the morning of September 13, I
was touring my hotel and passed by the
Gift Shop only to find the New York Post
cover depicting the three firefighters
hoisting our flag. I was awestruck by the
image and how it paralleled the Iwo Jima
raising on February 19, 1945. I relayed
such to my partners at a meeting shortly
thereafter and have that cover photo hang-
ing in my office since that day.

Having served on active duty as a
Marine Corps Officer from 1967-1972, I
still to this day have my office embla-
zoned with Corps memorabilia. One
particular item is a 50th anniversary
pencil sketch of the Iwo Jima Memorial
hanging in my office next to the NY Post
cover.

Ms. LePoidevin is right on target and
I heartily applaud her position. We have
become so overly sensitive to what is
required of us in order to be politically
correct that we sometimes cower from
saying what must be said. Stand up and
take a bow Ms. LePoidevin and know

sure well, you do not stand alone in your
beliefs. I am proud to be one of those
who stand with you in what you wrote
and hope that the FDNY firefighters who
hoisted that flag are represented in a
statue that cries out for release.

These are not the words of some “sun-
shine patriot” but those of one who so
strongly believes that recognition for
these brave men and women regardless
of race is depicted exactly as to how it
occurred. This photographic piece of
history requires no change or updating.

Thanking you and Ms. LePoidevin for
your call to heart and common sense, I
remain with the deepest admiration and
respect.

J. Edward Cecala
New York, NY

Last week, the Scotch Plains Fire
Department was called upon to help out
one of its neighbors, the Willow Grove
Presbyterian Church at 1961 Raritan
Road. No there was no fire, but there
was a need to release from its stuck
position the church bell located in the
belfry on the old stone chapel roof. That
bell has rung for more than one hundred
years every Sunday morning since it
was donated in 1887 by Dr. J Ackerman

Coles; a prominent local citizen for
whom Coles School was named.

Several Sundays mornings ago, the
head usher that day at Willow Grove
was enthusiastically carrying out his
duties, ringing the bell to announce that
Sunday worship was about to begin and
that all within earshot were invited to
attend. The bell’s unexpected response
to the vigorous ringing was to jump off
its yoke and become caught in the old
rafters.

What to do? Who to call? No one had
a ladder high enough to reach the bel-
fry. A day or two later, a church member
phoned the nearby Scotch Plains,
Southside Fire Department, and in true
neighborly fashion, the firefighters
drove across the street with their truck
with the extremely long ladder, hoisted
on of their men in the basket up to the
bell tower, and voila! The bell was freed
to ring again.

In gratitude for the invaluable help
of the Fire Department in general, and
for its specific help in this instance, the
Willow Grove Church is planning to
honor the area firefighters with a spe-
cial event in the near future. People of
the community, and especially the
neighborhood, will be invited to par-
ticipate.

Barbara Couphos
Fanwood

NJ Transit Executive Director Warsh
Wants to Set Record Straight With Media
I want to set the record straight and

clarify grossly incorrect information that
has been reported in the media recently.

During the last month, NJ Transit
hired a total of 98 people of whom 91
were critical union hires consisting of
assistant conductors, bus operators,
cleaners, trackmen, among others. In
addition, three key support positions
were filled including an assistant for a
federally mandated program, a garage
foreman and a rail infrastructure em-
ployee.

It must be known that I was directed
by the previous administration to hire
five of the 98 people recently hired.

In addition, I have also been accused
of allowing the Southern New Jersey
Light Rail project to be built. Action to
begin that project was taken prior to me
joining NJ Transit in July 1999.

In fact, that project is under the juris-
diction of the New Rail Construction
Department, which reports directly to
the Commissioner of Transportation and
not the Executive Director.

While I have been criticized by vari-
ous parties in the media for failing to
address the capacity issues during my
tenure, it must be noted that we pur-

chases a record 1,400 cruiser buses, 85
articulated buses with an option for 70
more, 200 rail coaches and 33 diesel
and 29 electric locomotives. We are also
ready to proceed with the purchase of
bi-level rail cars when the proper fund-
ing is in place.

Now that the record is set straight, I
publicly pledge my utmost support for
a smooth transition to whomever Gov-
ernor McGreevey chooses as my suc-
cessor.

Jeffrey A. Warsh
Executive Director NJ Transit

To Borrow a Phrase, ‘What We’ve
Got Here Is Failure to Communicate’

As expressed in the movie Cool Hand Luke  “What
we’ve got here is failure to communicate.”

We sometimes miss reporting on government
meetings when the published dates get changed, and
we don’t run across the public notice of that change.

This doesn’t happen often with our coverage of the
towns and the school boards. They always send us
emails or fax notices of date changes; we have a
consistent stream of communication.

Although we regularly report on the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders meetings, sometimes
we get tripped up. This happened recently.

The Freeholders’ published meeting schedule called
for a regular public session to be held on Thursday
evening, February 14. When our reporter and pho-
tographer for this newspaper arrived in Elizabeth
that evening, they were informed that the meeting
had, instead, been held the previous evening. We had
messed up and were a little embarrassed.

Upon inquiry, we found out that the Freeholders
did properly advertise the change of meeting notice
in The Star Ledger on February 11 and that they did
have a notice posted on the sixth floor of the county
building. We just didn’t catch it.

As background to all of this, there is a state law,
enacted some years ago, to ensure that everyone has
greater access to government at all levels. The Open
Public Meetings Act requires a governmental body 
be it a town council, a board of education, a local
zoning or planning board, county or state govern-
ment entities  to adequately notify the public of
upcoming meetings so that those who may be inter-
ested in attending have some advance notice.

Typically, this is done by posting meeting sched-
ules in the building where the meeting will be held
and by sending official notices to local newspapers
for publication.

At the start of each year, most government bodies

make public their meeting schedule for the coming
12 months, and it’s normal for the calendar to be
followed.

Every so often, a meeting date will be changed due
to a variety of reasons. When this occurs, the entity
is responsible for notifying the public of the change,
and doing so in a timely manner — normally 48
hours advanced notice is required.

In advance of its reorganization meeting on Janu-
ary 6, the Union County Freeholders made public the
2002 schedule of their regular and agenda meetings.
This newspaper requested a copy via fax, but after
failing to receive it, instead found the schedule on the
Union County government’s website.

This schedule had inadvertently reversed the meet-
ing dates for the agenda and regular sessions, and
eventually, this error was corrected.

We understand that the Freeholders have no intent
to exempt themselves from the Open Public Meet-
ings Act or to inadequately inform the public of the
change in meeting dates.

As this newspaper is just one of many publications
in Union County that the Freeholders in Elizabeth
must notify about meeting dates and any changes to
those dates, initiative on our part is required to assist
in the process.

Our newspapers have excellent communication
with many aspects of county government, including
the sheriff’s office, county clerk, surrogate, parks,
the Westfield extension office and others.

In order to provide improved reporting to you of
the Freeholder meetings, we need to improve.
We’re working on this with Sebastian D’Elia,
Director of Public Information for the Union
County Freeholders. We’re also going to call the
Freeholder members on a regular basis to keep the
lines of communication open. We extend our hand
to them to do the same.

In Trenton, Where Has All The Money Gone 
Who’s Accountable Now?

Nearly everyone would agree, the latter years of
the 1990s seemed the most prosperous times the
American economy has experienced. Government
spending reportedly lagged behind the higher tax
collections. Federal budget deficits seemed soon to
be vanquished. The soaring stock market filled the
wallets of individual investors and the coffers of
pension funds and other institutional investors.

Everyone, it seemed, was buying, so nearly ev-
eryone was working. The economic boom certainly
didn’t bypass our state, as unemployment dropped,
companies settled in the Garden State and most
everything seemed to be coming up roses.

Then there was the dot.com balloon bust, Global
Crossing, the big slide of mighty Lucent and now
the Enron scandals. Is this the end of a pyramid
scheme era and Arthur Andersen accounting stan-
dards?

Even so  how is it that New Jersey’s government,
with all of its revenue sources — state sales tax,
state income tax, state lottery, tolls from some of the
nation’s most-heavily traveled highways, motor
vehicle registration, port fees, casino gambling, gas
tax, as well as the countless licenses and permits
issued from Trenton, to name just a few,  finds itself
with such a big shortfall in the money needed to run
things? How did the situation get so bad, so quick?

After several years of economic boom, healthy
tax receipts and rising surpluses, the state
government’s finances seem to have been sup-
ported by a house of cards. It reminds us of the
seemingly well-off family with the big house, the
three cars, the round-the-world vacations and all
the toys who, a month after the chief breadwinner
is laid off, has exhausted its savings and is filing
for bankruptcy.

Less than a year ago, the state economy was still
humming along pretty nicely, even as the national
economy began showing its first cracks in nearly a
decade. All is well, our leaders in Trenton assured
us. Then, in the wake of the September 11 attacks on
New York City and weeks before our gubernatorial
election, everything seemed to come apart. Big
troubles were predicted for the incoming governor.
Estimates of the state budget deficit began to bal-
loon. After the election, while the incoming admin-
istration began to grapple with the scope of the
financial problems it would encounter, the lame-
duck State Legislature went on a holiday spending
spree, with many members voting to spend state tax
dollars.

The government in Trenton, unfortunately, doesn’t
live in a vacuum. Its woes become our woes, in

terms of aid to municipalities, which, in turn,
affects local property tax rates, education, infra-
structure development and a host of other matters.

It appears, when one looks at it, that there is a
trend emerging. The economic cycle has changed
and this is where New Jersey finds itself, yet again.
A year ago, the party was still in full swing. Today,
the hangover is severe. It happened 12 years ago,
too, when Jim Florio took over after the go-go
1980s, when the economy was healthy and all
seemed well. Instead, he inherited a fiscal mess
that, he felt, required a major tax hike. Today,
Governor Jim McGreevey faces a similar problem
as he tries to balance the state budget while keeping
his promise of no tax hike.

Were the good times in New Jersey due to the
Whitman tax cuts of the early and mid 1990s?  or due
to the Florio tax hike of 1990? Was it the roaring
national economy under Democrat Bill Clinton and the
Republican Congress? Each political party would argue
that it was their doing that allowed us to enjoy the fruits
of the great pros-
perity and the
other’s fault for
our current di-
lemma.

Though we’d
love to see
some states-
manship in fig-
uring out why
this has hap-
pened again, so
that it won’t
happen any
more, it does
not matter who
is to blame for
our current fis-
cal woes. Gov-
e r n o r
McGreevey is
now account-
able for the
state finances
by election, and
it is time for us
to dismiss the
spoils of war at-
titude and stand
behind the gov-
ernor to start the
next upswing.

Public Transportation Is Solution,

Not Parking Decks and Debt
Editor’s Note: A copy of this letter

was also sent to the Mayor and Town
Council of Westfield.

*  *  *  *  *
Parking decks  it’s back to the dis-

cussion that still has high interest
among residents, some of whom are
calling for a referendum.

Town parking consultants feel we
have a historic opportunity to under-

take a 40-year bond because interest
rates are so low. However, interest
rates reflect a market  we might say
that “m” is for mood  and rates are low
because of recession and negative na-
tional and worldwide expectations.

A headline of The New York Times of
February 7 reads, “To Cut Deficit,
McGreevey Suggests Furloughs.” A
photo caption says, “The Governor,
leaving a budget meeting in Trenton, is

urging state employees to consider
unpaid furloughs, and is not ex-
pected to make a decision on more
layoffs until Sunday.” Corporations
are also encouraging employees to
take vacations/furloughs.

On the national level, President
Bush has dispensed with the sur-
plus  destroyed our opportunity to
pay down the debt, and is now
headed to create new gigantic defi-
cits, while planning to borrow from
the healthy Social Security Trust
Funds, as his father did.

I’m sure this is a good time for
the consultants to head up such a
large, long-term project  but a bad
time for the town to take on a huge
debt.

We have less people in town
now, as the population has dropped
from mid-32,000 to high 29,000.
What we have, evidently, are more
cars. The more cars we have, the
less air for our children  more
asthma.

We cannot ignore Global Warm-
ing and its consequences. It was 77
degrees in Washington, D.C. last
week. Another chunk, twice the
size of Manhattan, has separated
from a major iceberg. Basically,
we have early summer weather
now, but it’s winter.

Town representatives who are
truly concerned with the welfare
of their residents will look to sup-
ply public transportation for com-
muters.

Let’s get some cute trolleys
moving.

Barbara Briemer
Westfield

Reader Lauds Defender
Of Victoria’s Secret

Finally!! Someone who knows what
they’re talking about. Hats off to
Meredith DeMarco, Defender of
Victoria’s Secret.

Elena Schatz
Westfield

Erratum
In the February 7 edition, a

photo caption offering the ad-
dress of Assemblywoman
Linda d. Stender’s office in-
correctly gave the location of
Second Street in Fanwood. The
correct location is Second
Street in Scotch Plains.  We
regret the error.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

More Letters
on Page 5


