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‘CAMP’ CRACKS 3-RUN HR, KERR SCORES WINNER

Mojave Grill Wins B Division;
Score 2 in 8th, Tops Trinity, 10-9

CIEMNIECKI, 2-2, 2 DBLS, 2 RUNS; ORSINI, 2-2, 2 RBI

Watson ‘Glory Boys’ Bounce
Shady Lane, 4-2, in Playoffs

WYMAN SMASHES HOMER, RIPS 2 SINGLES, 3 RBI

Westfield Policemen Stagger
Elizabeth III Police, 10-3

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Just relax and hit singles like last
time,” was the word prior to game
time. The Westfield Police softball
machine proved it indeed was finely
tuned as they smilingly amassed an
18-hit assault to claim a, 10-3, vic-
tory over Elizabeth III in the opening
round of the Union County Police
League playoff action at Memorial
Field in Westfield on August 14.

Dave Wyman smashed a jaw-drop-
ping home run and added two singles

to amass three RBI. Frank Padavono
and Jim McCullough fired off RBI
triples for “Big Blue”.

“I just got up to the plate, concen-
trated and tried to hit the ball hard,
and where it went was in the Lord’s
hands,” said Wyman.

Aware of Elizabeth’s firepower,
the Westfield defense continued to
rise to the occasion and performed
numerous fine plays including a para-
lyzing double play on a Belford
(short)-to-Wyman (first) double play,
stalling the Elizabeth men. Veteran

pitcher chief Barney Tracy, with bull’s
eye accuracy, kept the opposition
off-balance, allowing eight pokes.

“It’s a team game,” said Belford.
“I just try to pitch in, everybody
played good. I’ve been saying for
years, a defense wins championships,
so the better defense we play, the
more championships we should win.
The last couple of weeks we have
been doing a lot better communicat-
ing, with the outfielders and infield-
ers talking. Obviously the results

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Having won 21-straight games,
Theresa’s Mojave Grill never ex-
pected to be pushed to a fifth game in
the Scotch Plains Men’s Softball
League B Division championship
series. However, after dropping the
first two games by massive margins,
the feisty Cellular/Trinity Electric
picked itself up and won the next two
games, 7-3, 11-8, respectively, to
force a fifth-game showdown at
Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains on
August 13.

Prior to the showdown, Mojave
Captain Steve Barba commented on
the two losses. “We were 2-2 and
then we won 21 in a row. We gave it
to them. I guess it was bound to
happen.”

Although very close and defen-
sively very well-played by both
teams, what did not happen was a
third Trinity Electric victory as the
Grillers scored two runs in the bot-
tom of the eighth inning and held on
to claim a 10-9 victory and the B
Division Championship. Griller John
Campanella burned the Electricians

the most with a crushing three-run
home run to cap a rally in the second
inning and ripped the game-winning
RBI in the eighth.

The most impressive fielding plays
came in the final three innings.
Mojave second baseman Mike
Cardinale made a desperate but suc-

cessful throw on a force out to sec-
ond in the seventh and Mojave
centerfielder Dave Martorano made
a crucial running snag in the eighth.
Trinity second baseman Tim Walsh
made a great putout on a relay from
centerfielder Neal Leitner in the sev-

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Quality play rose to the top in the
best of three playoff series between
third-seeded Watson Avenue and
sixth-seeded Shady Lane in the
Fanwood Old Men’s Softball Asso-
ciation. After winning game 1, 15-9,
and dropping game 2, 2-1, in a down-
to-the-wire thriller, the Watson Av-
enue “Glory Boys” outlasted the
highly improved Shady Laners, 4-2,
at Forest Road Park in Fanwood on
August 14 to advance to the semifi-
nals.

As it turned out, the hitting skills
and incredible speed of former
Westfield High School (WHS) base-
ball greats Brian Ciemniecki and
Phil Orsini proved to make the dif-
ference in the game. In his two plate
appearances, leadoff hitter
Ciemniecki turned two singles into
two doubles then was brought home
both times by Orsini who had two
RBI singles and a run scored in his
two plate appearances.

Shady Lane pitcher Hal “Wild
Thing” Breuninger, who in 2001 had
opposing batters in a state of fear, has
developed into quite a control pitcher
in a short period of time and limited
the “Glory Boys” to five hits while
yielding just two free passes. Watson
pitcher Mike Jasco allowed the
Laners seven singles and two free
passes and, at one point, retired seven
batters in a row.

As with game 2, the defensive
quality of both teams was superb.
Watson committed two errors – one
a non-costly drop of an infield fly –
and Shady Lane had just one – a non-
costly muff at first.

Accessing the excitement of game
2, Shady Laner Joe Herbert said, “It
went to the bottom of the seventh. It

was the greatest game since I’ve
been playing with this team. Both
teams were making great, diving
plays.”

Playing left-center and right-cen-
ter, respectively, Orsini and
Ciemniecki left no gaps for extra
base hits.

Prior to game 3, referring particu-
larly to Ciemniecki and Orsini but
also to the entire Watson team, Shady
Laner Neil Kamler said, “Those guys
are fast and all around 23-24 (years
of age). We are 35-40 and some are
older, but we’ve kept with them so

E-Mail: f.fryer@worldnet.
att.net 

Website: www.5pillars.
com/820757500 

Frank H Fryer  
NSCA and ACE 
Certified Personal Fitness Trainer  

Phone: (908) 389-1091 

“Nikken” 
Independent  Wellness Consultant 

Fit One Training—Wattabodi Workouts Inc 
Dedicated to the establishment 
of positive, achievable, fitness 
plans and goals  for the busy 
baby-boomers of today! 

FLANAGAN SLAMS HR, SINGER BELLOWS WITH 4 HITS

Vintage Resolutes Eradicate
Atlantic Base Ballers, 20-13

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Base Ball” bats made of maple
wood or ash, catching the ball
barehanded, unique fair/foul rules,
three balls equals a walk, and a five-
cent fine for verbal misconduct make
up some of the rules of 1874 style
vintage base ball – two words.

The original “boys of summer,”
the Elizabeth Resolutes, comprised

predominantly of players from the
Westfield and Scotch Plains area
and the Atlantic Base Ball Club
(ABBC) from Brooklyn went nose-
to-nose at Echo Lake Park in
Mountainside on August 18 and the
locals prevailed, 20-13, to improve
their record to 10-11.

Mangling Mike Flanagan led the
Resolutes’ 24-hit bombardment with
four hits, four runs scored and three

RBI and virtually insured victory
by capping a seven-run seventh in-
ning with a colossal two-run homer.
Teammate Andy Singer pounded
four hits, including a double, scored
twice and had three RBI and An-
thony Ferrone banged four singles,
scored once and had two RBI.

The ABBC visitors scraped up
14 hits and were led by “Hammy”
Obidienzo, who cracked three
singles, scored twice and added
two RBI. Henry Kwong knocked a
two-run single and an RBI single
and “Hawk” Dengel drilled a double
and a single and scored three runs.
In his two plate appearances, Tony
DiMeo poked two singles and
scored twice.

Defensively, the Resolutes pulled
off a smooth short (Ferrone)-to-third
(Matt Myers)-to-second (Steve
Mauer) double play in the third in-
ning. Flanagan robbed Obidienzo
with a magnificent snag in center in
the seventh inning and first baseman
Rick Myers did a little showing off
with two, one-handed grabs in the
ninth inning. ABBC leftfielder T.C.
Cannino performed several spec-
tacular catches.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

RAPHAEL LEADS LOUS; BOONE CRUSHES HR, 3 RBI

St. Louis Passes Up Powerful
St. Thomas in Saints, 12-10

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rally quelling defensive plays
coupled with crafty pitching and
timely hitting on the part of St. Louis
and St. Thomas made for an exciting
confrontation in St. Bartholomew’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
action at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains on August 16.

The St. Lou men appeared more
than ready for the upcoming playoffs
(second season) as they upended St.
Thomas with an exciting, 12-10 vic-
tory. Paul Raphael had plenty of fire-
power as he blasted a single, an RBI
double and an RBI triple. Malcolm
Boone came with plenty of ammo
himself, as he led the “Toms” with an
RBI triple, a crushing two-run home
run and a single.

St. Louis infield plays stunned the
“Toms” with a heads-up 1-2-3 in-
ning in the top of the first. An upbeat
Joe Romash hollered, “We don’t need
a stinking outfield.”

Firing at will, in the bottom of the
first, St. Louis put four runs on the
board on singles by Paul Raphael,
Marty Marks, Ed Marchelitis (RBI),
Keith Gibbons (RBI) and Jimmy
Steger (RBI). Things tightened up,

however, in the top of the second
when the “Toms” retaliated with three
runs. Mike Rivera singled, Boone
launched an RBI triple to center and
Tim Deegan sailed an RBI double.
Next, Joe Matuska whizzed a single
over short and Al Antoine followed
with an RBI single. Tom McGall

punched in the third run on a sacri-
fice.

Hoping to put the game away early,
St. Louis clobbered away with four
runs in the bottom of the third. Steve
Pirella lined a single, Raphael ham-
mered an RBI double and Marchelitis
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Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SMALLS BEATS THE THROW HOME…Westfield Police slugger Mike Smalls powers his way and scores in the
bottom of the first while Joe Czarnecki directs traffic in the game against Elizabeth III. Westfield defeated the
Elizabeth III team, 10-3.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING A BOLD MOVE...Watson speedster Phil Orsini is tagged out by
Shady’s Joe Herbert after tagging up on a pop up to very shallow center.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING THE TAG, BUT A LITTLE LATE...Mojave third baseman Bobby Chez
belatedly puts the tag on Trinity base runner Anthony DePinto in the fifth inning.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHAOS AT FIRST BASE...St. Louis first baseman Joe Romash falls on top of
St. Thomas base runner Bob Stratton as he shoots safely underneath the tag.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLEAN SWIPE OF THIRD...Atlantic Base Ball Club player, Ty Kiener,
successfully slides into third after Resolute Matt Myers searches for the ball.
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• DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
• SEAL COATING • RAILROAD TIES

• DRAINAGE PROBLEMS
• BELGIUM BLOCK CURBING

• STUMP GRINDING

“SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 50 YEARS”
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
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RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Fully
Insured

FREE
Estimates
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RALPH
CHECCHIO, INC.

BLACK TOP
PAVING

Driveways
Parking Lots
Concrete or
Masonry Work

FREE
ESTIMATES

908 • 889 • 4422
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FULLY INSURED           FREE ESTIMATES

Call Joe Klingebiel
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✧✧✧✧✧ Residential
✧✧✧✧✧ Commercial
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PERFECTION”

Home Improvements, Inc.

��������	
�������
��������������

������	�������	�������	�������


����	��������	��	�	�����������


���������	����	��������

�������
�

	�

�

����

������
�

���
�

	���

Free Estimates • Insured

No Job Too Small
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Hardwood Floor

“Quality craftmanship”

SCRAPING - SANDING - REPAIRS
REFINISHING - DECK CARE
STAINING - INSTALLATION

FREE ESTIMATE
“DUST FREE SANDING EQUIPMENT!”

TEL/FAX: (201) 955-1073
1-888-47-FLOOR
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Over 15 Years Experience
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Decorative Stamped
Concrete Systems
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Free Estimates
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Expertly Installed
New and Repairs

AUTO REPAIR
ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield
908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center


